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No& ]. October' 1973 

NOVEMBER GENERAL MEETING 

The next general most:1.ng of the Society vlill be held in the 

Ball Room.? J·eno1a.n Caves House;l at 8-1+5 PM on 


~ja:I:;Ul'tlc<,.y 10 November 1973 .........~.,---.; ..-.-. ...., ...',._-_...... ""'_..,.-....-.-__.__......-..-- - --

We hope JGhat our gue 01:; s~gea.kel' wiJ..l be NT Theo Barker.:; who 
1.'\1"il1 talk abo1..':G the wor·k of loca.l b.isto:.:-lc.al societies .. 
M::, Barker recently conducted a sur-vey on tho nec·)ds .... problems 
and capaci-l. lell 0:[' looal h:.stoj.'"'icaJ. societies in New South 
Walen" lIe is also reput.ed. to·be interested in tlUshrarigerso 

Members intendino:: 'co dine at Caves House should book at the 

l"e ct:;):ptl9n de sk by 4 PM~ 


Committee Meeting., The committee will meet in the Jenolan

Caves' SChooj:-'"at-~ ''!- PM on 10 Novembel" 19730 


ian Sefton~ Hon.Sec. 
6 October 1973 

. 4_ .........~fIIIt"... __
...______~__"C>w_..-__ """_ ....._, ...'""'''"___~,,~_~ ••_______________ • 

CONCESSION CAVE INSPECTION TICKETS 

The Departmerrc or Tourism has kindly provided the 

society -..,.11 tl1,. halE pr:\.c.e CO~'lee ss~on cave inspect~.... on tickets" 

Ea.ch i'inarlcial mombep s}.i.()uld Y'oooive four ticket8 with this 

NewsJ"ett.ol"~ Fauri.ly rr.ember's a]~so receJ.ve i'our tickets ,per._ 

family~ 

Tho ';-:;enns of our agreement with .the department 

"provide that ';~he tickTts are avt.:5.J.ablo £'01"' adu.lts only. 

and tha.t they l:ta~T r.',ot be used on public holidays, holiday 

weeker:;.ds 01'" ~l1J.!'ing p~l.blic OJ:' private schooJ. holidays. 


vV1:w nOG vis :_t. Jenolan em 10 November ? 

If you dor;,!t·find .llny tlckots in your envelope 

our recol'd::, sr.-.owed that ;}'ou wera not financial on 29 

September., 


http:weeker:;.ds
http:receJ.ve
http:Fauri.ly
http:NewsJ"ett.ol
http:reput.ed
http:b.isto:.:-lc.al
http:most:1.ng
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions were due on 1 July. If you have not 
yet renewed please senc'\ your subscription to the membership 
secretary, Noel Rawlinson, at Jenolan Caves. 

Membership: ~ 5.00 
Family membership: %7,,00 
Full-time students: ¢ 2.00 

Members who joined the Society on or after 1 April 
1973 remain financial until 30 June 1974. 

ADDRESSES 

Our official address is : Post Office, Jonolan Caves, 
NSW 2786. To make efficient contact with the secretariat 
please use the following : 
Secretary, I. M.. Sefton, 30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge, 2063 

('phone Sydney 95 4562) ; 
Asst Secretary, G.Morrison, 60 Lenthall st, Kensington, 2033; 
Membership Socretary, G.N.Rawlinson, Guides:t Office, Jonolan 

Caves, 2786; 
Treasurer, J.R.Dunkley, 22/53 Alice St, Wiley Park, 2195 ; 
Asst Treasurer, E.Holland, Guides' Office, Jonolan Caves,2786. 

WHAT IT IS ALL ABOUT - THE OLD POST OFF'lCE 

The unfortunate de-lays to the reconstruction of the 
old Post Office continued throughout the winter. The Dept 
of Tourism has made some money avnilable for the work and 
has actually transferred this money to the Dept of Public 
Works. Our patron, Ald6rman .H.G. Coates, lVILA, has received 
an assurance from the Minister for Public lforks that 
(subjec·t to the inevitable qualification concerning the 
Weather) work will be commenced in October~ 

Our Jenolan resident mombers, who got the Society 
going, prepared the site some months ago and are becoming 
restless. We hope that they will soon be busy again, 
getting the building roady for visitors. 



iJenOllft Caves Historical and 'Preservation Society 
NEWSLETTER 
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NOTICE OF MEETING 

The next general meeting of the Society will be held. 
in Jenolan Caves House at 8-45 PM on 

• i ,I Saturday 9 February 1974 

Speakers (hopefully) will include John Bonwick, Vice
President of,the Sydn~y Speleological Society, on the 
discovery of Chevalier Cave, and Ian Driscoll on the 
Binoomea Cut. 

Visitors are welcome. 

Members and visitors intending to dine at Caves House 
should book at the reception desk by 4 PM. 

The committee will meet in the Jenolan Caves School at 
4 PM on Saturday 9 February 1974. 

'Ian Sefton, Hon. Secretary 

-----------------~------------------------------------~--~---

Sr-10KE CONCERT 

Don't forget the Smoke Concert in the Grand Arch on 
Sunday 27 January. These concerts are good fun and help to 
swell the Society's coffers. 

ThoS0' '!,\Tho arl"'iveearly can give a hand carrying seats 
etc •• 

• j 

POST OFFICE RISES PHOENIX LIKE 

The':61c1. Jenolan Caves Post Office is ,now $tari9"ing again 
on its neW' s1td. The reconstruction was c'arried out by the 
Department of Public' ','lorks using a grant of money from, the 
Department of Tourism. This building :ts the' fi:r'ststage of 
the Society's museum. 

Now is the, time for all members to come to the aid'of 
the Society. "The committee will be deciding soon what to 
display in the old post office. After that we will need to 
arrange rosters of members to mind the show while it is open. 
If you can help on a reguLar basis, please send details to 
the secretary. 
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DEVIL'S COACH HOUSE'TO BE CLEANED 

Many years.:ago;~a film company painted some of the walls 
of the Devills Coach House. The paint, although fairly easy 
to remove~ is still the~e.- But it will not be there much 
longer if enough members turn up, equipped with scrubbing 
brush and bucket on Saturday 9 February ( the same day as the 
meeting) . Meet .. at _the northern.end (upstream) of the Devil's. 
Coach House at 1-30 PM. Organiser is John Culley. 

RECENT ACQUISITIONS 

The society, has 'recej,.ved, from the family of the late 
James Cummings,. a Sl,~s!(i~y case containing specimens of calcite 
and cave formati'oni:f, collected in the days when such ' 
activities were condoned. James Cummings' grand-daughter, 
Mrs Janet Bryant, has supplied the following information. 

Jame.sCummings first went to Jenolan in the 
late 1880's when he was employed by the P.M.G. Department on 
the lighting of the Caves. On 26th September~ l893~ in a 
aeremony aondua,t.e.d by the. Ret? ' d TN lliam Dunslaw at Caves 
House~ James married Margaretta Dorothy - a daughter of 
Jeremiah Wilson. Following their departure from Jenolan~ 
they reside.d at Redfern. Sinae '1908 ~ the sp-eaimen aase has 
been on display in the h~use they built at Centennial Park 
"Luaindavi Zle Tf • 

NOVEMBER MEETING 

The guest speaker 'at the November meeting was Mr Theo 
Barker ~ President of the Bathurst Distl"ict Historical Society, 
who spoke on The Needs~ Problems~ and Capacities of Loaal 
Historiaal Soaieties in New South Wales. 

Among' 'other things Mr Barker remark~d on the problems 
of getting into the museum bus'iriess. NOTtI that this Society 
has the nucleus of a museum we must consider these problems
seriously .. 'As we pointed' outea'rliel" in' this NEWSLETTER we 
are going to need reli'able and enthusiastlc members who can 
attend to the museum on a 'regular basis. . 

Mr Barker has prepared a report on a survey of the needs, 
problems and capacities of local historical societies. This 
report may be inspected oii. 'application to the secretary. 

, .. 
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19711 PROGRAMr~E 

The society normally meets' on the second Saturday of . 
February, May, August and November. Please note these dates 
in your diary 

9 Februar'y' 1974 
11 May '1974 
10 August 197~ (Annual General Meeti?gj 
9 November 1974 ., 

,~PRRENT , RESEARCH 
I : 

, t,'.', .... 

, Va'ri6us membe,rs' 'ar'e' engaged in historical re'se~'r6h':' ' .. 
on Jenolan. The committee has prepared a list or research 
topics, which is reproduced' ,below. The names' of members 
already engaged in these pr'ojects are given in brackets 
if no name appears we are looking for someone to take it up, 
If 'y'ou have any 'information concerning any of these things 
please contact the pers6n~listed or the secretary. 

Topics: The old farm house (Ben Nurse), 
The six' foot traqk, 
Lighting of the caves, (Noel Rawlinson), 
Cemetries .. and headstones (Elaine Holland), 
Binoomea Cut (Ian Driscoll - see notice Of, 

meeting),. 
Caves :House(s) (Warren Tai'gett),
Roads, ahd:.-Bridges (Warren Targett), 

"'·Education at, Jenolan (W'arren Targett), 
Signatories;,inthe Ll.Jcas Cave, 
The First World War and Jenolan, 
Head Guides,', ", 
Entertainment at Jenolan, ." 
Bradley's period of office. 

Warren Targett has prepared a research qu~s~io~naire . 
for use by members conducting interviews. Cop·iee of:thls ' 
questionnaire may, be obtEl:..1ned from the secretary. 

, ..";;' ,., " \ ,} ,~" .' .' ! :.' ',.. ",,' • 

: t: II , " ': 

..: " 

'j :. '; 

; ~~, ... 
:, "',,,' ~. 



J.C.H.& P.S. NEWSLETTER January 1974 page 4 

Office Bearers 1973-74 

Patron : 
President' : 
Vice-presidents 

Secretary 
Assistant Secretary
Treasurer 
Assistant Treasurer 
Membership Secretary
Curators :'" 

Research Officer 
Representative of the 

Dept. of Tourism 
Corruni ttee Members.: 

Trustees 

Ald. H.G.Coates, MLA 
B.S.Nurse 
S.V.Onorato 
Ald. W. Clegg 
I. rll. Sefton 
G. Morrison 

J.R.Dunkley 

E.Holland 

G.N.Rawlinson 

"J. Culley 

J. Callaghan 

W. Targett 

S. V. Onorato (to December 1973) 

R.F.Tullet(nbminated Dec. 1973)

R. Quy , 

R.Hanna 

F.• Harman 

Miss S. Heaney (Publicity Offlc~r) 

P. McGui.re 

N.W; Sims 

G.C. Mitchell 

S. IVIcMullen 

B.S .. Nurse 


ADDRESSES 

Official: c/- Post Office,' Jenblan Caves 2786. 

Secretary:. 30 :Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 2063 . 

Membership Secretary':' c/-'GUides'Office, Jenolan Caves 2786. 

Treasurer : 22/53 Alice St, Wiley Park ;2195."" 


" "'; :. . . ( 

Membership enquiries and subscriptions :may, be addressed 
to the Membership Secretary,,:' " , .... ,: '. "':.'", . 

-., , :"".: 

, . 
: j. '" :~) j', 

...Enrol a New "Member, . , 
, ." 

" 

The society needs members. L~ari btl y'our':friends and 
invite them to join. Subscriptions are 

Individuals $ 5.00 
Families : $ 7.00 

Full time students $ 2.00 

Subscriptions cover the year July to June. New members 
joining after 1 April have their subscriptions credited for 
~~e following financial year. 

http:McGui.re
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NOTICE OF MEETING 

The next general meeting of the society will be held in 
Jenolan Caves House at 8-45 PM on 

Saturday 11 May 1974. 

The speal{er Hill be Ronald Newbould on the Discovery of 
the Barellan Cave. Members will recall Mr Newbould's lively 
discussion of the steam cleaning of the Orient Cave. Plenty 
of time for discussion and questions will be allowed. 

fllembers and visitors intending to dine at Caves House 
should book at the recept10p desk by 4 PM. 

The committee will meet at 4PM sharp in the Jenolan 
Caves School on 11 May 1974. 

Ian Sefton, Hon. Secretary_ 

OLD POST OFFICE 

As reported in the January NEWSLETTER, the old Jenolan 
Caves Post Office has been re-erected and will be used as the 
first stage of the Society's museum. Work has commenced on 
cleaning up the site around the building and a committee is 
drawing up plans for future displays. A special display has 
been planned for Easter. 

We hope to have an official opening on Saturday 10 August, 
the day of the Annual General Meeting. More details in the 
next Newsletter. 

1974 PROGRAt"r'1E 
General Meetings 11 May

10 	August (Annual General Meeting)
" 9 November 

Smoke Concert 6 October (Sunday) 

* 	 Edited, typed and printed for Jenolan Caves Historical and 
Preservation Society by Ian Sefton.

* 	 RECOMMENDED PRICE: 25 cents. 
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NEW POSTMARKER FOR JEMOlAN CAVES 

A new pictorial postmarker depicting cave formations, with 
a stylised Broken Column, came into use at Jenolan Caves Post 
Office on 1 April 1974. 

The society has purchased a supply of covers bearing 
first day cancellations with the new postmarker and covers 
cancelled on the last day of use of the old postmarker. These 
are available for sale to members. Enquiries to Noel Rawlinson, 
c/- Guides' Office, Jeno~an Caves. 

The society tried to obtain the old postmarker for display 
in the Old Post Office Museum. For security reasons the 
Australian Post Office was unable to oblige. The old post
marker will, however, be kept in the APO's own collection. 

CLEANING OF DEVIl'S COACH HOUSE 

On Saturday 9 February a team of volunteers attacked the 
paint on the Devil's Coach House with enthusiasm~ detergent, 
scrubbing brushes and a hose. A good deal of energy was 
expended in scrubbing, using brushes insecurely tied to long 
handles. Then it V\ras found that a spray of concentrated 
detergent, left for half an hour~ loosened some paint which 
could then be hosed off. 

Although a significant start has been made, there is still 
a lot to be removed and some of it will only be reached from 
a caving ladder. Another lesson learnt was that a notice 
explaining the action would be useful. Some of the bedraggled 
and grubby band spent a considerable time in explanations and 
pub Ii c re lations v'lOrk. Ann Sefton 

FEDRUAhv MEETING 

Two guest speakers presented papers at the February 
meeting. Ian Driscoll, former member of the Sydney Speleological 
Society, presented a paper on the construction of the Binoomea 
Cut. 

An illustrated talk on the discovery of Chevalier Cave, 
an extension of Glass Cave, was given by co-discoverer, scaling 
pole and ladder manufacturer and now Vice President of SSS, 
John Bonwick. 



· .':; ,~. 

,.. .'. 
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J.C,H,& P,S. OCCASIONAL PAPERS 

The society has decided to publish a selection of papers, 
presented to meetings, as a series of occasional papers. After 
many delays, the printing of the first t\I/'O papers of the series 
is now almost ::::omplete) and the papers will be on sale at the 
May meeting. 

The papers are : 
1. Steam Cl.eaning of the Orient Cave by Ronald Newbould, 
2. The Discovery of the Imperial. Cave by Noel Rawlinson. 

The price has been set at 50 cents each. Members may 
obtain copies at meetings or by writing to Ian Sefton, 
30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 2063. Please add 15 cents 
per order to cover the cost of postage and packing. 

SOCIETY BADGES 

Lapel badges, with the society's emblem, are now available 
to members at $1. 00 each. They will be on sale at general 
meetings. Postal orders may be sent to the Assistant Treasurer, 
Mr E. Holland, c/- Guides' Office, Jenolan Caves 2786. 

The emblem and the badge were designed by committee member, 
Warren Targett. The emblem has already been used on Smoke 
Concert programmes and on the information brochure printed for 
us by the Department of Tourism. 

PERSONP,L 

Mr S.V. Onorato, Vice President of the society and 
formerly manager of Jenolan Caves House, is now manager of the 
Tourist Bureau in Sydney. He now lives in Northbridge and 
misses the vigour of life at Jenolan. He has been succeeded 
as manager of Caves House by Mr R.F. Tullett, who is now the 
Department's representative on our committee. 

Warren and Vivienne Targett have moved away from the big 
smoke to 46 John Street, Forresters Beach 2251, ~phone 
(043) 84 3035. Warren is the SOCiety's research officer and 
would like to be kept informed of all historical research 
projects undertaken by members. 



, t,,l 
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SUBSCHIPTIONS 

Annual subscriptions for the year 1974-75 become due on 
1 July. You can save us the trouble of sending out reminders 
by remembering to renew your subscriptio:1. When renewing please 
PRINT your full name and, in the case of family memberships, 
the names of other members of your family covered by the 

• 	 subscription. Please check,also, the address on the envelope 
with this NEWSLETTER and advise us of any amendments. 
The subscription rates a~e 

Single member * 5.0a 
Family $ 7.00 
Full time student $ 2.00 

Each single member and each family member will be issued 
with four half-price concession cave inspection tickets, valid 
for the membership year (1 July - 30 June). These tickets 
have been kindly provided by the Department of Tourism. 

Some members have not yet renewed for the current year. 
Please let us have your subscription soon. We need your money 
as well as your interest if we are ever going to complete 
our museum. 

If you know the address of any of the following members 
please write to the membership secretary : 

Mr G.N.Rawlinson, c/- Guides' Office, Jenolan Caves 
2786. 

J.E. 	& T.J. Aitchison, Mr? Brister, W.Johnston, M.McPherson, 
W.B.Morrison, 	Paul G. Quinn, A.Wakelen. 

Please remember to notify us when you move . 

.. 
• ~JJl.NTED 

1. 	 Information about Mr A.A. Lewis who lived at Jenolan and 
was a leader of shooting parties. Please contact Warren 
Targett. 

2. 	 Volunteers to man displays in the museum. Contact the 
secretary. 

3. 	 Contributions for this NEWSLETTER. Please send them to 
Ian Sefton, 30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 2063. 
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No. 4 July 1974 Price 25 cents 


OFFICIAL OPENING OF MUSEUM 

The Society's first·big happening is about to happen, 
just.two years after the inaugural meeting. The first stage 
of the Society's museum, the relocated and restored old 
Jenoian Caves Post Office, will be officially opened by the 
Minister for Lands and Tourism, the Hon. T.L. Lewis, M.L.A., 
at 3 P.M. on 

Saturday 10 August 1974. 
Chairman will be our patron, Ald. H.G. Coates, r/I.L~A., 
Member for Blue Mountains. 

A special historical display,inside the old Post Office, 
will also be shown for the first time. 

Following the official opening, afternoon tea will be 
served in Caves' House. This will cost 50 cents, payable at 
the door.. , Since we need to know how' many to cater for, , 
RSVP to Sandra' Heane'y not later than 3 August. (See page ~'.) . ; 

This event will mark a significant stage in th;e Society's 
growth., Frorri b'ow on ,the committee will be looking to the 
members forlcontinuingsupport in the running Qf the museum. 
You can show y'otir -support by coming to the opening ceremony ;.. 
and have a pleasant day at Jenolan as well. Don 'tforget the 
Annual General Meeting on the evening of the same day. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The second Annual General fv'leeting of the SocietYI;wi'll " ;\: 
be held in the dining room of Jenolap Caves House at: 9 P.M. 
on 

Saturday 10 August 1974 . 

Business includes annual reports arid election of office 
bearers for the following year. Reports will include 'bri'ef 
summaries of historical research projects in progress, and 
their will be an opportunity to discuss these'.' A' slide shOW 
or talk will be Incl~ded in the agenda. 

. I 

Ian Sefton . 
Hon. Sec~etary 

I 
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

.Annual subscriptions became due on 1 July . 
Rates are : single member $ 5.00 

family $ 7.00 
full time student $ 2.00 

A form is enclosed for your convenience. Please make 
sure tbat we have your correct address and the names of all 
peop covered by a family membership (relationship - wife, 
son,etc. -. would also help us to know our membership 
better. ) 

Please renew now and save us the trouble and expense of 
sending individual reminders. 

MUSEUM STAFF REQUIRED 

This is a sink or swim time for the society. Members 
now have the opportunity to show their practical support by 
volunteering· to supervise the museum. This'acti vi ty is vital 
for the societyls future, since we hope to raise money from 
donations, sale of papers and recruitment of new members 
through the museum. 

Initially we propose to open the old Post Office on. 
weekends and holidays for four hours a day. We need two 
people for each of two shifts, 11-30 AM to 1-30 PM and 
1-30 PM to 30 PM. 

If you can help, please fill in the enclosed form 
and return it to the sec~etary, or telephone - PRON~O . 

LAPEL BADGES 
Dori't forget that you can buy Society lapel badges fro~ 

Ernie Holland at Jenolan. If ordering by post do allow 7 
cents for postage. Some members have complained that the 
clips falloff these badges. If you return them to Ernie~ 
he will try to get them fixed. If he can't the manufacturer 
will. . 

STOP PRESS AFTERNOON TEA ON OPENING DAY 

All members should receive an invitation card. Please 
reply in the manner specified , and in the time requested, 
on the card. If you don't reply we still hope to see you at 
the official opening - but don't expect afternoon tea. 
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NOMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEE 

Nominations for positions on the committee to be elected 
at the Annual General Meeting, to be held on 10 August, must 
be in writing and signed by the proposer and the nominee. 
Although nominations may be received at the meeting, it will 
be appreciated if they can be sent to reach me before the 
meeting - by 26 July if possible. 

The following are to be elected : president, two vice
presidents, treasurer, assistant treasurer, secretary, 
assistant secretary, membership secretary, two curators, 
research officer, representative of the N.S.W. Government 
Tourist Bureau and seven additional committee members. One 
of the additional members will be expected to act as 
publicity officer. The Annual General ~1eeting will also 
elect a patron and three trustees. Names of the current 
office bearers were listed in NEWSLETTER No.2 (Jan. 1974). 

Ian Sefton,Secretary 

RECENT COMMUNICATIONS 

The 'May meeting heard two papers. 

The prolific Ronald Newbould :read a detailed account of 
the discovery of the, officially named, BareZZan Cave. He 
pointed out that the discoverers of the cave called it 
BarraZong. The meeting subsequently resolved to request 
that the official name sh9uld be changed to that given by the 
discoverers. 

Mrs Pam Williams read a paper, prepared in 1954 but 
never delivered, by Ernest Mellor, who was at Jenolan in 
1900, when he was 26. This entertaining paper was entitled 
The mstory,-Mystery and JenoZan Romance. Mrs Wil ams has 
provided us with a copy of this paper which we hope to 
publish as an occasional paper., 

DONATIONS 

Re~ent donations to the society include a small organ 
and a collection box, presented by Mr Russell Perry of 
Lithgow. It is claimed that. this organ is similar to one, 
Which used to be played 'in the Cathedral chamber of Lucas 
Cave - it may even be the same organ. 

Mr A. Williams has donated some old photographs. 
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oeCAS IONAL Pt\PERS' 

The first two Occasional Papers published by the society 
are selling well - so don't miss out. No.1 is steam CZeaning 
of 01'i en t Cave by R. L. Nerlbould and No. 2 is The Di saovel'Y of 
the ImperiaZ Cave by Noel Rawlinson. 

Prices: No.1, 50 ¢ 
No.2, 50 ¢ 
Nos 1&2,$1.00 

(plus post and packing 20¢) 
(plus post and packing l2¢) 
(plus post and packing 25¢) 

10 ¢ , 
62 ¢, 
$1. 25 

Orders may be sent to the, secretary. 

These papers'have been produced by members and friends, 
Ross Ellis, Lynette Williamson, Bob Hawldns and Ian Sefton. ' 
Printing was done by Silform Manufacturing and The Sydney 
Speleological Society and their helpers. If any other members 
have expertise or equipment for future printing jobs we 
would be delighted to hear from them. 

THE OLD POST OFFICE AGAIN-

The floor of the old Post Office has been coated with a 
hard varnish and electric lighting is soon to be installed. 
There is a new sign outside the building and a concrete path 
has been laid all around. The stone wall in front of the site 
is now about half finished while concrete steps up to the 
site have beeft completed. Workers on this project include 
the curators, John CUlley and John Callaghan, and Ron 
Newbould, - there are probably others who hide their lights. 

The initial display, consisting largely of selected 
historical photographs and some re cs is being Drganised 
by Warren Targett ahd the curators. 

ADDRESSES 
Our offici address is Post Office, Jenolan Caves 2786. 

It is often quicker to communicate directly with the·officer 
you want : .. 
President: B.S.Nurse,ll Nelson Parade, HUnters Hill 2110. 
Secretary: I.M.Sefton, 30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 2063.· 
Membership Secretary: G.N.Rawlinson, Guides' Office, 

Jenolan C~ves 2786. 
Publicity: Sandra Heaney, Flat 2 Merewether Court, 

21 Ranclaud St, Merewether 2291 

* Secretary's phone: (02) 95 4562. 



----~-

'ro 	 Mr G.N "Rawlinson, MembEr s,hip Secretary" 
Jenolan Cave sHistorical arid Preservation Society, 
Post ofrice , Jenoia:n Caves, N.S.VV. 2786 . 

, -. 	 - .f, 

ANNUAL SBBSCRI1~'rI()N'J,9T4"'7S 
PLEASE PRINT Mr 
SURNAME Mrs ~ _ ,'0 " •••., ~••••• ., , ".•• '0 	 ••••• .... 'Q ••• ••• •• 

Miss, 
Forenames 

Address 

" .'. 	" •• '. ~ ...,*".". CI" ~ ••• '••••• '.Pos..tcbde •• '•••'0 

Telephop.e 
,I;'). • 4> " ~ ,~ • • • '. • • • ~; 0 ., 

Nall1e~ of' other members of 'familyc6vere¢l 'by th:ts subscription 

1. 

• • " 	 •.•• -. "" • • .'. • .. .. 0 .. " iii 0 ~ " .,"0 • • •• /\Ii • " • • • • 

3. CI \J • ,., •• '. I) 0 i Q o~'. g' •• ' •• " ••• " .~ ••- ••' •• It •••• 

4. o ,,-. .. • II) • • 0 _~ ~, •.,. • 0 '. " • " " " 	 • '* • • • .. ,., ~~ ~ • • .,0 • 0 

Sum enclosed: cheque/money 	order/postal order : 

Sups:cription 197'4-7.5 IS 

Sub$criptipn arreArs' $ 

Other items (please ;List) 	 : 

Total 

( 

Supplement to Jenolan Caves Historical,and Preservation 
Society Newsle't ter 1 July 1974 '(i) 



, ' 

· ."' 

I. 




To Mr I.M.Sefton, 
30 Lower Cliff Ave or phone Sydney 95 4562 
Northbridge N.S.W. 2063 

J.C.H.A.P.S. MUSEUM SUPERVISION 1974-75 

Name(s) of volunteer(s) 1. 
o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

2. .... . .. . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . .. 
I/we volunteer to supervise the society's museum on the 

following dates during 1974-750 

1 s t f erenee oR 2n d preference oR 3r d pre f erence 

1. 
and 
2. 

and 

3. 
and 
4J' 
and 
5. 

r-
pre 

date shift'll- date 

. 
shift~~ 1 date shift-l~ 

"---

I! 

I 

. 

~!- Specif'y shift 1 (11-30 AM to 1-30 PM) or Shift 2 (1-30 to 5-30) 
or either. 

iH~ Please wait for advice before tunning up. 

ADDRESS PHONE 
• • eO. • • • • • • 0 • • 0 • • • • • .00 • • .0. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • .0. • • • • • • • 0 • 0 • • • • • • G • 

ft • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •Signed 

Supplement to Jenolan Ca.ves Historical and:.l?.:berservation 
Society Newsletter, July 1974 (i1) 
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dellolaa Caves Historical aad Preservatioll Society 

, " 

NEL~SLETfER 

No. 5 SepteJ:!lber 1974 Price 25 cents 

Sf'10KE CONCERT 

A traditional Smoke Concert will be held in the Grand Arch 
at Jenolan Caves at 8~30 PM on 

Sunday 6 October 1974 • 

. Smoke concerts were one of the early forms of entertainment 
at Jenolan~the ,last of the o~iginal concerts being held in 1896. 
The tradition was revived by Jenolan ~esidents in 1970 and has 
been continued by the society. Proceeds from the sale of 
programmes at these concerts helps to speed the day when we 
will have a modern mus~um building. 

Do .,come- ·and bring 'your 'friends. 
".':' .: 

NOVEMBER fVIEl:T I NG 

The next general meeting will b~ held in Caves House at 
8-30 PM on 

Saturday 9 November 1974 • 

The feature speaker \'1ill be'r.lr Basil Ralston, \,lho will 
talk about 

. Men of.Jenolan . 
This ta.llc \,11),1 be ,based on an unpublished book ''1hich 

l\1r Ra,lston ""rote some years ago. 
,. 

The, committee, will meet. in the Jenolan Caves school at 
4-00 pr.J! (sharp please) on 9 November 1974. . 

.Ian Sefton, Hon. Sec. 

WHAT'S TfiE 'USE , 
of having a museum with a'good display if there is nobody to 
show it? The peak vis:i.,ting times, should· be at the \'JeekEmds 
whenour'Jenolan members are all ~orking. So we need members 
who do not work at weekends to go up to Jenolan and man the 
museum. We asked, in the la.st NEWSLETTER., for members 'to ' 
nominate times 'to1hen they would do their bit. : We got two replies. 

PLEASE get those forms rolling in. Or telephone Ian Sefton, 
Sydney 95 4562. 

I 
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OLD POST OFFICE RE-OPENED 

On 10 August the old Jenolan Caves Post Office which, on 
its new_ site, forms.the first stage of thesocietyfs p~6posed 
'museum, was officially opened by Mr T.L. Lewis, Minister for 
Lands and Tourism. A plaque, set into a limestone boulder 
beside the building, commemorates the event. 

11 I 

Following the unveiling of the plaque the Minister unlocked 
the door of the old post office and the official pa:oty inspected 
the society's first permanent display. A sumptuous afternoon 
tea was served in Caves House before the ·official party left for 
an old tim~ cave il1spection, by candle.1ight., t 

The opening celebl"ations were a complete success, thanks to 
the many members who worked to bring it off. These include our 
patron, Ald. H.G.Coates, who presided over the ceremony, Warren 
Targett and David Rogers who organised the display, John Culley 
who arranged and led the old time cave inspection, Sandra Heaney 
(invitations and publicity), John Callaghan (plaque), Noel 
Rawlinson (souvenir envelopes) and many others. Ernie Holland 
and Ben Nurse organised everyone else. 'Thanl{s are also due 
to the Manager and staff of Caves House who assisted in many 
ways. 

BARRA LONG CAVE 

At the May general meeting Ron Newbould read his diaries 
describing the discovery of the cave which he and his 
co-discoverers named Barralong. The cave was later named 
Barellan by the Department of Tourism. This meeting was probably 
the first time that many people had heard of the use of two 
different names. The meeting decided to ask the department p 

to restore the original name and authorised our patron, Ald:. H,. G. 
Coates, M.L.A., to approach the Minister for Tourism. 

'NegotiationS took some time, but Mr Coates persisted and 
we are now happy to report· that the Minister has approved that the 
cave be known, in future) 'as the Barralong Cave. 

The meaning of Barralong is the s.ame as .Barellan, .namely 
meeting of the waters. 

, 
The annual general meeting of the society decided to pJ.lblish 

Mr Newbouldfs Elarralong diari'es. 
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STATEM~NT OF INCOME 
YEAR ENDED 

AND EXPENDITURE 'FOR THE 
30th JUNE 1974 

EXPENDITURE 

Secretarial expenses 
Treasurer's expens~s 
Membership secretary's 

expenses 

PUBLICATIONS 
Occasional papers 1&2 

R.A.H.S. Subscription 

Badges 

Insurance 

Loan repayments for 
camera 

Materials for museum 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 

Balance carried forward 
30-6~74 

$ 
38.75 

0.95 

2.01 

116.12 

12.50 

75.25 
162.53 

62.00 

7.30 

n7Y.41 

I b5.72 

$1223.13 


BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD 

Cash in bank 792.76 
+ Uncredited deposits 133.00 
+ Cash in hand 31.61 

. 957 . 37 
- Unpresented cheques 21i.6 

BALANCE 745. "( 2 

J.R!DunkZey Treasurer 

BRISBANE WATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY advises that they are holding 
a family picnic day at Kendall Cottage, Henry Kendall St, West 
Gosford, on Saturday 19 October. The event commemorates the 
centenary of Henry Kendall's stay in Gosford. Admtssion 50q; , 
RSVP by 1-10-74 to Mrs B.Fry, 218 Gertrude St, Gosford 2259. 

i: __~_______________________'~'____~'._'__~'_'_.:~~_______' __~________. ____ 
,!, , 

\A/anted. Information abouttiA.A.Lewis who led shooting parties 
at J enclan. Contact Researah Odi:ficer', Warren' Targett, 46· J ohri . <i 
St, Forresters Beach 2251~ .. 
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Office Bearers 1974-75 

Patron 

President 

Vice-presidents 

Secretary 

Assistant Secretary 

'l'reas ure r : 

Assistant Treasurer 

Membership Secretary : 

Curators : 

Research Officer : 

Representative of Dept. 

Committee members : 


Trustees 


Ald. H.G.Coates, MLA 

B.S.Nurse 

Ald~ W.R.Clegg, J.R.Dunkley 

I. M. Sefton 

G.N.Morrison 

R.F.Guy 

Mrs L. J . Hawl{ins 

G.N.Rawlinson 
 I:

•
: 

J.P.Callaghan, J.P.Culley \ 

W.A.S~Targett 
of Tourism: R.F.Tullett 

F.Harman, Miss S.Heaney (publicity), 
E.A.H611and, R.L.Newbould, 

'B.Ralston (assistant research officer), 

N.W.Sims, R.M.Stacey 

D. Bryant, G.C.Mitchell, B.S.Nurse. 

Contacts 

Secreta~y : 30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 2063,(02) 95 4562 . 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary: Guides' Office, Jenolan 

Caves 2786. 
Assistant Treasurer: 77 Woodfield Boulevarde, Caringbah 2229. 

Subscriptions may be sent to the Membership Secretary', orders 
for other items to the Treasurer or Assistant Treasurer (the 
Secretary no longer handles-these). 

Subscriptions 
Individuals $ 5.00 
Families $ 7.00 
Full time students $ 2.00 

Subscriptions cover the year 1 July to 30 June and are 
now due for the year 1974-75. New members who joined on or 
after 1 April 1974 are financial until 30 June 1975. Thos'e who 
do not pay by the end of the financial year cease to be members 
(but please don't wait that long). 

Items for sale 

Occasional paper 1, Steam Cleaning of Orient Cav~, ~O¢ (75¢ posted) 

Occasional paper 2, Discovery of Imperial Cave, 50¢ (67¢ posted) 

Badge (society emblem) , $1.00 ($1.10. posted) 

Souvenir cover, postmarked 10-8-74 (opening day), 20¢ (30¢ posted) 

Newsletter, back issues , 25¢ (post free) 
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Ho. 6 January 1975 Price 25 ¢ 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

The next general meeting of the Society will be held in' 

Jenolan Caves Housetat 8-30 PM on' 


'Saturday 8 February 1975 .' 1 

Business: Amendments to the constitution to allow the election 
of honorary members and honorary ,life members.", For' defa11s see 
not~:~_e on~ page 2. ,":"~~' , 

Fo'llowing other normal business the meeting'~~ll be devoted 
to short reports on current historical research by members.' Those 
who, have "been engaged in research are al';)ked to prepare sUlJlIharles 
for presentation, at the meeting together with short abstracts' 
for publication in this NEWSLETTER. 

--: : 

Members intending to dine at, 9aves Hous~, before"the meqting 
are reminded that' some formality ot: ,dress, ,;is required- coat· and 
tie 'for men. "'Early'booking is alsO advised,,;' either by phon+ng 
Caves Holise dire'c'tly or by contacting me by ,7 PM on,;Monday 3 
February (ring '~ydney95 11562 )'~, ' , ' 

, . ' ..~ ; ,! 

Ian Sefron HonI:Sec. 

I' " d 

c . ' , i' 

,',,: SMOKE CONCERT' 
! : 

The Society will present a Smoke ,Concert in the Grand Arch, 

JencHan Caves, a'f 8":30 PM on " ' , " 


,"'" l: ',,' 1; SUn'day 26 'January 1975 • 


Members and friends offeri:J.g to perform at'this concert 
should contact one of the organisers : 

Ron Newbould at the Guides' Office, Jenolan or 
Sandra Heaney, 2/21 Ranclaud St.l, Me,rewether ,2291" 

as soon as possible, so that a programme can be arranged. 

Some help in moving seats etg. both before and after the 
concert will be appreciated. Please contact Ron on arrival, at 

,Jenclan. ' , 

Spend Australia Day at Jenolan and stay for the Smoke 

Concert. 
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, ! CONSTITUTIONAL· AMENDMENTS 

Notice is hereby given that, at the General Meeting of the 
Society to be held on 8 February 1975, the following 'motion will 
be put :

That Clause Three of the present constitution be deleted and 
replaced by .the follQwing. 

3.00 Membership 
3.10 Ordinary Member 

Membership: shall be open to all persons subscribing to thet 
objects of the Society and paying the prescribed ,fee and the 
Committee shall have the right to refuse membership to any 
person without assigning a reason. 

3.20 Honorary Member and Honorary Life Member 

3.21 Any person, financial member or not, who has performed 
outstanding service to the Society may, be elected as an 

. Honorary ~e,mber or' an Honorary Life Member. 

3.22 An Honorary Member is elected for a period of one y~ar. 
An:Hbnorary Life Member is elected for a period of five 
years. Both types of membership can be extended by ? motion 
similar to the election motion. 

3.23 Honorary Members or Honorary Life Members shall be 
elected to'the Society at the will of the members voting at 
a duly, prescribed meeting of the Society. Such elections 
are to be decided by a two 'thirds majority of the financial 
members present. The membership is effective from the date 
of el~ction. 

,3.24.,The name of any proposed Honorary Member or Honorary 
Life Member, with the names of the respective proposer and 
seconder, shall be advised to ·each individual member, at 
least one month before the election. 

3.25 Honorary Members and Honorary Life Members shall pay no 
membership fee but shall have all the rights and privileges
of the ordinary members of the Society. . 

The committee ,has considered these changes and recommends their 
adoption. ' 

Ian Sefton,Hon. Secretary 

WANTED 

The curators are anxious to acquir~ a Pyramid switch, board 
of the type used in the old post office. For details, please 
enquire of John Callaghan or John Culley at the Guides' Office. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS - II 
At the last~ general mee.ting Noel Rawlinson gave verpal j 

notice that;'at the general meeting to be held on 8 February 1975, 
he intends to move an ame.ndment. to, the constitution to the effect 
that any committee member who misses two· c:onsecuttve committee 
meetings shall be stood down from the commi,ttee. 

MUSEUM SUPERVI~!ONJ 
,Following the poor response to a pl~a for members to 

supepvise the old Post Offic,e Museum ever*y, weekel1d,;, the committee 
decia'ed to employ somebody to mind the museum .on. Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays on a 'regular schedule. Sand:r:-a Martyn has 
been performing this duty . 

.. ' This action' nas meant that, until the' end of November at 
least, the museum has not been maki.ng a cash surplus. Members 
whow-:tah the Society to flourish should think seriuosly ab'out 
this problem. , "i '; '. 

" ".-1," . . 

CLEANI~G'OFDEVIL/S'COACH HOUSE 

Volunteers are requir,e'd. to carry out further cleaning of 
paint from the walls of th'e Devil t s Coach House on Sat. 8 Feb., 
the day of the next meectlhg!,-::'Please ,ci6m~ with old clothes or 
SWimming cosaie ~'6crubbing brush etc.' ah:Ci report to Guides t 

Offic,e" or,·works, site 'oh arrival. It may help if you let Ron 
Newbould know if:'You· are coming..;. 'seehiI1l, at the Smoke Concert. 

·r:.~ ',i"~; ',([1 ·f·d.f~.'~;r·L\fa ' 

. .: '~,..i.:' ~ .I ' . 


.ACQUJsITIONS:"(' 
,

, ' 
' 

. .;••..~ •., .. j' ...., •• ' " '~!~.':l·II'~.~(~·.• ' 

The i Curators' have ' received the:-folldwing ,addtt;tons' to .,the 
Society's ,collection ;'(1': , " ", '. ,.' ',,1,_, ~i~';":'(' ':,,: '\ ;', 
From Mr w'~"~ Ji~i,ron ~ s~nie old ,photographs. " r:~ '.,;' 

From a,n a'il0~ymbus donali ,- some:· magnesium wire 'and powder. 

Found in Lucinda Cave -' an 1880-1890 vintage Edison light globe, 

still in working order. 


MUSEUM,SITE IMPROVEMENTS 
The ~tdne ret,aining wall in front of the old Post Office is 

now complete and the surrounding area has bear. sown with grass. 

The cOfIlITlittee has authorised' the, purchase of curtains for 
the museum,', glas.s, frames ;for· displaying photographs and,: signs 
directing vis'! tors t,o the museum. , '1' " i, 
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, , 

,Because of an intere:it .in'~historical museums aroused by 
,as~bciati6h withJCH&pg',tl)e Secretar'Yi' has been;~~ookingat
historical and folk museums in varieus places.- ,'., , 

~. ": . " 

No. deubt the mest.successful museums are the well-funded 
reconstructiens of houses to a particular peried (e.g. Vaucluse 
Houseirt Sydney er Entally House near iLaunceston or the collection 
at Hill End). ~This is bey,ond our res04rces. 

One interesting hist~ric heuse is in Kangaroo Valley; there 
the house has been faithfully reconstructed and some old farm 
equipmeqt ,ts displayed behind 'it. Hewever, asseciated with it ,is 
a museum 'in"whicha multif;ude of unlabel,led obj e~ts resldes " 
witheut any real attempt at sorting or dating. ' ' 

By centrast, ,the museum in Burnie, Tasmania, is ,a re~creatioh 
ef thrilife ef th~ tewn in the last century with a reconstraction 
of shops and an inn. This is very well dene; the museum behind 
has cellections which are well-s~rted, dated and documented~ ~h~ 
museum has sections devoted to,themes (light, typewr~ters, 
heating:;,phetography fer example) of obvious interest to local 
schools .~s:well as the general ,pUblic. This sort of philosophy 
of a museum is perhaps mest app~opriate to Jenolan; to recenstruct 
a turn-ef':"the~century postet;fice and use,the museum to. display 
thematic"J~C?l~ectiens of specialist items ','i, 

The "museurri at Port Arthur also cent'ains some lessens, for' 
Jenolan." : 'Orie half co~tains fascinating and well-document:ed: ,::,: 
convict relics, including' documents which suggest that during' 
imprisonmen~, readinganG.,writing as well as trades were taught 
to ,convicts .. The other' half ef the museum contains a mass of 
bits and pieces, largely unlabelled and unrelated to. convict days 
(e.g. shell cellections and an oil painting of Napoleen). 

',!Myc!dmpression,";from all this museum visiting, is that 
JCH&PS shOuldaim,'in its museum, at excellence in limited areas, 
and ~heuld be prepared to. label, erganise and,~ ?nnotate ,Siny 
materia:l-included tn the museum. The posteff,;1ce ti\illding itse,lf 
eught best, to ,bri"'re-c:c,eated, and furnished as ,a pest o:f.f'ice in 
ab ou t 1890. ,; , , ' . 

, ' 


,.:,,::, .' 


" ' SUBSeRI PTIONS 
, So~e.,'members :'h,Bve,.:been ;~i~lato~y: in paying their subs • 


If you arri not 'financi,al befere ,the next NEWSLETTER comes eut, 

this ene will be your last., ' , ' 


" Subscriptions are $5. 00 (families $7. 00) er $2. 00 fer :full 

time students. Send them te'the Membership Secretary, 'Noel 

Rawlinson, c/- Guides' Office, Jenelan Caves 2786. 




•• 

. 

" 
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MEN OF JENOLAN 
At the November meeting Basil Ralston spoke on Men of -

JenoZan, prepared from an unpublished book of his which-'he has 
deposited in the Mitchell Library. His account was absorbingly 
interestlngand, after reading the preface, answered questions at 
length rather than present a completely 'prepared paper ~ 

He commented on the lack of real history known in 1964 when 
he was wor~J:ng at Jenolan. J.J. Foster's book on Jenolan is 
accurate and excellent. Mr Ralston~ using this book as a guide, 
did some practical research and rediscovered a number of caves 
and sections of caves (e.g. Paradise, Elysium). 

Jeremiah Wilson worked on the northern limestone and no 
subsequent major discoveries have been made in the area where he 
worked. Major discove~ies since hi~-_time have been made in the 
southern limestone. The River Cave!,' in, the soutpern limestone, 
is officially recorded- as discovered in 1903; Mr Ralston regards 
it as certain that at least part of the cave (down to the river 
level,) was lqlown prior.' to 1903. 

On McKeown : Mr Ralston feels that he was more likely an 
escaped convict than-a::~l:lushranger and that his hut might have 
been. where Caves House': now stands. He argued _that the real 
discoverers ·of Jenolan were those who found the dark caves and 
these people are unknown. 

In;1860 Whiting wrote to Bathurst Free Press stating that he 
was in a party which discovered Lucas Cave (through the Cathedral 
section) because anyone who had preceded that party would have 
broken formations while entering. 

AES 

PROGRAMME FOR 1975 

Please note these in your diary . 
Sunday 26.January Smoke. Concert 
Saturday 8 February Cleaning of Devil~ s Coa,ch House 

& General Meeting ....:,-.'.:. 
Satu,rday 10 May General Meeting " 
Saturday 9 August Annual General Meeting 
Sunday' 5 October (tentative) Smoke Concert 
Saturday 8 November General Meeting 

PERSONAL 

Following" the retirement of Frank Harman, John Culley is now 
Head Guide. Frank remains a member of our committee, as does 
John, who is a curator of the museum. 
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EXTRACTS 	 FROM 
REPORT 'OF THE ASSISTt\NT RESEl\RCH OFFICER 

November 1974 	 B. RaliJton 

I contacted Mr Wes Whalan of Cronulla" who paid a year's
subscription., ' 

I s,aw ,Mrs Whalan of Katoomba, w'ho claims to be descended 
from James Whalan from Ginkin. She told me that her son Rex 
worked at one time in the State Archives~ where he was able to 
trace the story of Sergeant Charles Whalan. He interested 
Ronald Whalan of Liverpool who eventually produced The Whalans 
of AU8tl'alia. Mrs Whalan lent me her copy of this book. I 
found it a wonderful story of the family, beginning with the 
story of Charles Whalan's sentence of transportation to the 
colonies for seven years, for having trout fishes in his 
posession. There is a long description of the discovery of 
Jenolan Caves~ written by Alfred Samuel Whalan in 1920. 
Unfortunately, Alf was at this time nearly seventy years of age, 
so s,ome of his story, particularly with respect to the Lucas 
Cave 3 is in~ccu~ate. 

I saw Mrs Janet Bryant (a memJer of the Society - cd.), 
who showed me her collection of photographs of Jeremiah Wilson's 
time at Jenolan. These pictures were apparently used by Havard, 
and have been copied by Warren Targett. She gave me particulars 
of Jeremiah's family, and is trying to get me a copy of his death 
certificate. " 	 , 

In company with guides Ernie Holland and Peter Morris, I 
traced Wilson's route of discovery of the Jubilee Cave from the 
Gem of the West ~ to the Jubile,e, Red Cave and Paradise, right . 
through to his last cavern of 1900. These areas I ,had previously 
rediscovered during researches into my work on Jenolan history.,; 
We found an area which could be the 'Shipwreck Cavern' as 
described' to us by a previous Society speaker. We noted in 
particular the work of R. 1. Bailey, w"ho left his name" in "re,VlOte 
sections of the Red Cave on March 1st, only eight days ~fter 

..discovery of the area. 	 tj 

BITS AND 	 PIECES 
Noel Rawlinson recently acquired some copies of W. L. Havard '"s 

paper, The Romance of Jenolan Caves, w,hich he resold to members 
and others at a profit. He told us that he would be donating
the profits to the SOCiety. 

Occasional 'papers 1 and '2 have been reprinted following a 
sell-out of the first run. They are available by post from' 
Assistant Treasurer, Lyn Hawkins, 77 Woodfield Boulevarde!) 
Caringbah 2229. For titles and prices see NEWSLETTER No. 5. 

Contributions to this pub lication may be .sent to Ian Sefton, 
30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 2063. 



deMiaft Cavea lIistoricalllci Presemtioa Society 


NEWSLETTER· 


No. 7 April 1975 Price 25 ¢ 

MAY GENERAL MEETING 

The next general meeting will be held on 


Saturday 10 May 1975 at 8-30 PM 

in Jenolan Caves House. 


Our president, Ben Nurse, will speak on 


The.Nomenclature of Bushrange~'s Cave and Bow Cave.* 
Members intending to dine.at Caves House before ~he meeting 

are reminded that aQvance booking is advisable and that coat 
and tie should be worn. 
COMMITTEE MEETING. The committee will meet in the Jenolan Caves 
school at 4 PM on 10 May. 

* It is hoped that other. members who have information or 
opinions about Bushranger's Cave or Bow Cave will icome prepared 
to contribute to the discussion. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 
The constitutional amemndments advertised in the January 

NEWSLETTER were considered at the February general meeting and 
were adopted with some amendments. The principal change was to 
alter the proposed title, Honorary Li~e Member, to Special

"'Honorary Member. " 

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER 
Committee member Basil Ralston who has moved away from the 

area submitted his resignation from the committee in February. 
Basil had been our Assistant Research Officer. The February 
general meeting elected Sandra Martyn to the vacancy on the" 
committee. 

NEW OCCASIONAL PAPER 
Ron Newbould's diaries concerning the discovery of Barralong 

Cave are being prepared for publication as an Occasional Paper 
'and should appear soon. 

I. 



·' ..-.~ :','':, t" -: 
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MUSEUM SUPERVISION 
Sandra Martyn has continued her role as principal 'museum 

supervisor. She has been to Jenolan most weekends and holidays 
and reports improved attendances sin~e signs pointing to the 
museum were installed, with the Manager's permissiqn, by Ernie 
Holland. The number of visit0rs during the,Easter holidays was
encouraging' . ,-, ,. 

Sandra has made a number of suggestions for improving· and 
re-arranging the display which' will be considered by the committee 
at its next meeting. Other members who have suggestions should 
contact the secretary before the next committee meeting (4PM,lO
May) . 

. Although Sandra has performed her'task'~ell and willingly 
she says,that she enjoys it,.. it is not .realty fair to expect her 
to continue unaided 'forever. The Society still needs, members 
'who are willing to' help' ~on a regular basis. 'Those wishing to 
offer help, or even just!, advice, 'should contact the secretary
before the committee meeting. One possibility is,that the 
committee might be asked to set up a permanent subcomm.1ttee-to 
,run the museum. . 

CURATORS' REPORT 
Member Mr F. Heiron, who has been visiting Jenolan since 

1915 is building two cabinet's to display our swing lens camera 
and some panoramic photographs taken with a came,ra of the same 
type at Jenolan. He is also preparing anhbnour roll listing all 
the, guides who have.,worked at Jenolan. 

Due toa heavy tourist season the curators were unable to 
construct the small limestone wall required on the museum site, 
but we hope that it will be done shortly.. The dry ,summer weather 
has meant that ~he lawn has been stuggling so that it will 

.probably'have to be. reseeded in the autumn.. 
In response to .our'appeal, in the January NEWSLETTER, for 


a pyramid"switch .board; member John. Knight ha6 put us on to 

the., trac~ of dne'~ . 


CLEANIN~ OF DEVIL'S COACH HOUSe 
Due to wateT shortages at .Jepolan the. working bee advertised: 

for 8 February did ·not occur. The next attempt will probably 
take place when we get some wa:.."m weather and some water. John 
Culley is now in diarge' of this proj ect. 

,'. 

I, 
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ASSISTANT RESEARQi OFFICER'S REPORT 
February 1975 Basil Ralston 

"I visited Ronald Whalan, author of the book The Wha'lans of 
Austl'al-ia. He is a descendant of Campbell Whalan~ so claims he 

"is ,not biassed in theJC¥ries/Charles controversy. Campbell was thedr 
'brother. 

We had a good discussion. He feels that because of the 

contour of the land {porn Ginkin to Jenolan, James would have 

followed valleys down into McKeown's Valley, and thus through the 

Coach House and Grand Arch to find McKeown. So he would be first 

through them, as the family claim, although he would do no more. 


He bas a photo~raph,~of which we have a copy, and corrected 
'me on our names. There is'a man on a horse' holding a gun, I-think, 
and Jerry. Reading from i rlght to left, it is Jerry Wilson, the 
'little man ....iith the hat and. bow tie is Campbell Whalan, his 
ancestor,. Near him is Fred Whalan. On the horse is Fred Wilson, 

,then the young Wiburd. and,Edwards (or Edwards and Wiburd 1). 

I followed the olasix Foot Track from the Explorers' Tree' 

down Nellie's Glen (1884);' It drops 600 feet in a quarter mile 
they were keen. It is a testing beginning to walking 26 miles 

to Jenolan CaveS. F~om'ihe bottom I fouhd a couple of miles of 

level walking, but that ~s as far as I went. 


I asked the Museum of Applied Arts and Scie~ces about 

electric torches available to early explorers. They replied that 

,I)'electric torches were 'not practical till fhe First World War, 

and then were rather bulky'" . 


JANUARY SMOKE CONCERT 
About 150 people ,attended the Smoke Concert in the Grand 

,Arch on Australia Day~ January 26. Artists included Warren 
Targett, Robby Sanderson, "Harmony Pie", Kerry Lewis and a 
'bag-piper called Michael ..·· ... Other artists wbc>"'h'ad prior engage

'~ments expressed interest -and "Harmony Pie"are interested in 
·coming again. Gross takings were $32, but we don I·t know the 
·expenses yet. 

, Because of a total fire ban there was no smoke at this 
concert. We may be 'able't6 warm you up and smoke you out at the 

'next' Smoke Concert ,tentatively scheduled fbr' the October long 
'weekend. 

, JCH&PS is now rece~.v,ing regular notices and news lEtt: ers 
.from Bat hurst ;; Lit hgow am, Mourt :Vi<t oria His!:; orical Societ ies 
Most of these arrive too late for inclusion of notices in this 
,~ewsletter. Local meJ:nbe,r~, may. be interested to know that the " 
Bat.hurst District His,toli:i..cal Society meets ·on the 3rd Thursday of 
..the month in the Nur-sQs· Reereation Room of .theBathurst District 
,i{espital . 
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Ure Smith has recently (1974) published a facsimile of· 
;volumes 1 and 2 of the Pioturesque Atlas of AustraZasia which was 
orjginally published in, 1888 (Australia's Centenary.year) and 
"edited ,by Andrew. Garra'D. The facsimile is published in one 
volume under the' t'itleAustral,ia" The First .Hundred ',Years. 

r ." 

The book contains' a Chapter on JenoZan Caves with seven 
I?!iges of text and sev,en. ~rf;Sravings, two of 'wh'ich show Wellington 
Caves. The description of the caves is written in the rather • 01 

flowery romantic styie of the times. '.r, , . 
1 

0'_00,09 •• • :! 
Another book of.·i:ateFest to Jenolan buff's is a reprint of 

c· ; Ithe ,,1900 edition of Charles White's History of·AustraZian 
'Bushranging, republished in 1970 by Lloyd 0' Neill. Volume 1 
..of .this work contains the."traditional story of the 'bushranger' 
:McKewin (sic) and his capture by Charles Whaiari and two troopers ~ 
',The .. short (2pp) accbtlnt· is: illustrated witb.s. drawing of the 
entrance to "The Bushranger's Cave", 

Which le,ads us to ·.the sub,j ect of next month' s talk. This 
\'1111 be based on a r.ecent. paper by B.S.Nurse and R.A.Ellis in 
the Journal of the Sydner "Speleological Society (19, pp 29-35)' 
for February 1975 : The Nomena. Lature of BUBhrangers Cave an'd Bow 
·.Cave" J eno Zan. .' 

There is an.earlier article on the'same subject by'JCH&PS 
Vice 'President John'DuriKley in the Sydney University Speleological 
Soc'iety Bulletin, 1] .. '6; S)P71-72, 1973,; Thi's paper is called 
~he Nomena.Zature of Bu~h~~ngerB Cave and D{~gins ·Diggins. 

ADVERTISEMENrt'. . . 

Members of the Sydney University Hist'O'ry Department have 


"tfndertaken a project ·wnte'h.·they hope will lead' to a gazetteer 
of 'iildustrial sites' ·.tn nIneteenth century New South Wales. 
The ...,first stage has beeR. partly completed as, a list of ,steam 
:flct.fr mills, water :p'ower.. flOW" mills, windmills and horse 
.mills. The department ,/Wou"ld be pleased to .receive any locally 
collected informationwhi.ch would assist with either the list of 
;flollr mills or with: the. next stage of the proj ect . Please send 
any:,information to lJIvs,. :-Sybil Jack, History Department, University 
~o.f';;SYdney.;. NSW 2006:.· .. ·AJ...D.:·! assistance will be .acknowledged. 

,ii 
, ! , 
'. J 
" . 


> • This issue of the; NEWSLETTER was Gqmpiled ·by the secretary, 
Ian. S,efton., .. 30 ..Lower,,'Cl.1ff, Ave, Northbridge~ .2063 from information 
~upplied by John Callaghan, .Sandra Heaney, Sandra Martyn and 
:.Bas.:tl Ralston. Deadline for copy is the first day of January,
tAPti;)", July and OctOben' ' . 

"/ .. 

I 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The third annual general meeting of the society will be 

i held at 8-30 PM ort1 

Saturday 9 August 1975 
in Jenolan Caves House. 

Business. 1. To receive and,if thought ,fit, adopt the annual 
reports and statement of accounts. 

2. 	To elect office bearers and committee for the 
following year. 

3. 	General business, including short research reports 
etc. by members. 

Members wishing to dine at Caves House before tne,meeting 
are advised tQ book in advance by contacting the reception desk 
(phone Jenolan 3). 

, Nominations. 
All nominations must be in writing and should be signed by 

the proposer, seconder and nominee. Nominations will be received 
up to the time of the election. 

The positions to be filled are patron, president, two 
vice presidents, secretary, assistant secretary, treasurer, 
assistant treasurer, membership treasurer', membership secretary, 
two curators,' research officer, representative, of the Department 
of Tourism, seven committee members and three trustees,. 

The names of the current office bearers are listed in 
NEWSLETTER no. 5; September 1974. 

The 1974 annual general meeting named two of the seven 
elected committee positions as publicity officer and ,assistant 
research officer. 

Committee Meeting 
The committee will meet at 4-00 PM 6n 9'August 1975 in the 

Jenolan Caves school. 
Ian 	Sefton, Hon. Secretary. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Subscriptions for the year I July 1975 to 30 June 1976 are 

now due. Rates are: 
Individual member $ 5.00 
Family membership $ 7.00 
Full time student member $ 2.00 . 

Please send your subscription to the Membership Secretary, 
JCH&PS, c/- Guides' Office, Jenolan Cav~s 2790. 
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t1USEUt1 RE,POfn 
Since signs, pointing the way, to the museum were ,~t~'cted the...', 

response has bet?n tremendous'. Howev:e'r, as many people:r "~rie .. unaware 
that the old post' office is a museum, not a functioningnjQst' office, 
a sign to'cla~ify the situation has been ordered. ,'~:~.' 

" ' 

Amongst the exhibits, some slides of Barralong Cave" lent by 
Noel Rawlinson, have proved popular:. 

As an experiment, Sandra Martyn made some copies of ~n old 
photograph of the post office which she offered for sale and donated 
the proceeds to the society. Since then we have produce.q. ,a,s,et of 
seven photographs and six slides. The photographs are·"'popi.i:far with 
visitors. 

The curtains have made a difference to the post office museum. 
It is now necessary to have the lights on ,throughout tne day, but 
people can no longer peer in through the windows. They have to enter 
tp see the display. With the curtains in place, there is no longer 
the bright glare, noticed before. 

In the seven months to May 1975, the museum was opened on 
at least 60 days, mainly at weekends. Sand~a Martyn has continued 
to be the principal museum supervisor and is to be congratulated for 
her enthusiasm. Following improvement in the number of visitors, 
the committee was able to increase her expense allowance so that she 
is no longer quite so much out of pocket. Some local members have 
afso assisted with accomodation. 

Early in May Mr W.F .Heiron visited Jenolan and, ,in his spare 
ttme, opened the museum. 

NEW nCCASIONAL PAPER - BARRALONG CAVE 

Occasional Paper no. 3, The Disaovery of the Barratong Cave, 

by R.L. Newbould is now available. 


, Barralong Cave was ~is60vered on 7 June 1964 by'John Culley 
and Ron Newbould. This paper contains Ron's personal diaries 
describing the initial search, discovery and subsequent exploration 
of the cave. It is illustrated with 19 photographs and one map. 
The price is 50 cents from the Tr7asurer, JCH&fS~ c/- Guides' Office, 
Jeno~an Caves 2790. Please add 10 1cents to cover postage and packing. 

MUSEUM INFORMATION SHEETS' 
Most museums provide some form of guide book for their 

visitors. Initially we hope to provide a series of information 
sDeets. So far we have produced only one of these - a note on the 
J~nolan Caves Post Office. ' 

Any member who could write, or help to write, sheets on 
McKeown, Jeremiah Wilson or J.C. Wiburd is asked to contact the 
secretary or a committee member. 
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS 
The board for the roll of guides and the cabinet, made by Mr 

Heiron and mentioned in the last NEWSLETTER have been delivered and 
have been handed over to Denis Bramston, who will polish them. 

Mrs G. Poneys of Epping has given us a photo-copy of an article 
on Jenolan, written by her father who wa£ acting Director of Tourism 
and Immigration. The article was published in the Mid Pacific Times. 
Mrs Poneys also sent SOIne old post cards of Jenol.an. 

Mrs Kerslake of Lawson has sent a large selection of Jeno]an 
post cards by the photographer Kerry, who was her grandfather. 

J. Norris has provided a photograph of the Devilis Coach 
House and Caves House, taken from the six foot track. 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
Reprints of Occasional P~pers 1 and 2 are selling well, so 

don't miss out. 

No.1 Stearn Cleaning of Orient Cave, 50¢ + 29¢ p&p ; 
'No. 2 Discovery of Imperial Cave , 50¢ + 16¢'~p&p j 

'No.3, Discovery of Barralong Cave , 50¢ + 16¢ p&p • 
I~e are also selling copies, 13 cm x 10 cm, of some of the 

more p'opular photographs in our r current display. Subj ect s 'are 
No.1 Bicycle rider~ at Jenolan, April.17th 1903 ; 

3 Buggy and five at Jenolan, circa 1900 ; 

4 Snow at Jenolan, circa 1900 ; 

6 Caving party about 1900 ~ Guide Edwards with magnesium lamp; 

9 First dive of right Imperial syphon 1953 ; 


10 Transporting supplies to Jenolan by bullock team:> 1900 ~ 
11 One of the first cars to visit Jenolan, circa 1900. 

Prices are 40 cents each, post and packing 16 cents per set. 
Slides of six of the above (exclu~ing no.6, snow) are also 

available at 40 cents each (p&p 16¢ per set) . 
. If you would like. a copy of the information sheet on Jenolan 

Caves Post Office~ please add 5¢ to your subscription or order for 
items above and we will send it with your next NEWSLETTER. 

Back copies of the NEWSLETTER, except no. 2, are available 
at 25 cents, post free. 

SPEt\KERS V'IANTED 
Interesting meetings of the society don't just happen; they 

have to be organised. ' We need m'embers who will tell us what they 
know about the history of the Jenolan Caves area. If you can 
contribute please let us know. Alternatively you may be able to 
persuade someone else to speak.

It is not necessary that each talk should be very long. We 
can have two or three short presentations ,at one meeting. 

http:Jenol.an
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More Photographs 

, Anyone. :interested in old photqs.of J~nolan? You might like to contact 
TyrTellis Bookshop, 328 Pacific F.1ghway, Crows Nest (opposite Cble's).They 
have the Kerry collection, bought :in 1932 by' James Tyrrell. Charles Kerry was the 
official photographer for some years at Jenolan. Prints are available at the cost 
of $4.50 each. They are 6 in x 8 in. Considering the age of 'the negatives 
(~ch are glass and rather heavy) the prints are beautifully presented and worth 
their cost. 

Visitor 
Some weeks ago the museum received a visit from Mrs James 

Whalan of Cowra. She was deeply int~rested in the old post office 
and the work of our society and wishes us the greatest success. 
She also mentioned that, in the warmer weather to come, she would 
return with her father in law, who, it seems, is very interested 
and knows a lot about our past. 
Information Required 

Sandra Martyn would be grateful for any information regarding 
tl1e history of the small organ which is in our museum. We think that 
this is similar to the instrument which used to be played in the 
C~thedral Cavern of Lucas Cave. Other information required by Sandra 
iricludes details of past manage~s of'£aves House, and a list of the 
names of known caves and details of their discovery. Most of this 
information exists - we just need people to collect it in digestible 
form so that museum supervisors can answer questions asked by 
visitors. Volunteers please. " 

Here is a list of topics and' names to get started on : 
James and Charles Whalan, George Whiting, Nicholas Irwin, John Lucas, 
Jeremiah Wilson, S. Wilkinson, Henry Cambridge, Lamont Young, Oliver 
T~ickett, the Webb family (especially the women after whom caves were 
named), Fred Wilson, E.C. Cracknell, J.C. Wiburd, J.Edwards, R.Bailey, 
sbhool teachers, post masters and post mistresses. We could use 

,Iphotographs of any of these people .. " 

New Postcode '.1 

Please note that the postcode for Jenolan Caves has been 

changed to 2790. 


Contr ibutor s to this issue include Sandra Martyn, John callaghan and Ian Sefton. 

Edited and printed by the secretary, Ian Sef~on, 30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 
2063. 
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NOVEMBER GE~ERAL MEETIMG 
The next general meeting of the society will be held at 8-30 

PM on 
Saturday 8 November 1975 

in Jenolan Caves House. 

The speaker will be John Dunkley on the topic, 

The JenoZan Caves Master PZan . 

Jcb~ Dunkley is a vice president of JCH&PS and was cohvenor of 
a group which prepared a submission on the propos~d master plan for 
the Australian Speleological Federation. 

Supper will be served .at the meeting. Members intending to 
dine at Caves House before the meeting are advised to book in 
advance (phone Jenolan Caves 3). 
Committee Meeting 

The committee will meet in the Jenolan Caves school at 4~oO 
PM on 8 November. 

BXTRACTS FRor·1 THE ANNUAL REPORTS 

nus EUl\1 REPORT 

The number of visitors has continued to be large throughout the 
winter. Between August 1974 and June 1975'we have had just on 3000 
visitors. The greater number have come since Easter when the signs 
were erected. 

'J ~ . 

The sale of Occasional Papers is very good. In fact, since the 
Barralong paper was introduced in May it has almost overhauled the 
other two. 

The photographs are selling very well, though there are some 
complaints about their price. Unfortunately the slides are not 
selling. Since their introduction only 18 have gone, compared with 
200 photographs. 

A large number of cracks has appeared in the old post office. 
The rather large crack in the back wall near the· roof has widened 
and the wall near the fireplace has come away. The door is al·so 
beginning to cause some alarm; putty along the pane of glass is 
coming away and there is a large crack in the left panel. 

please turn to page 3. 
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EXTRACTS F'ROM ;,TH'i:: TREASURER'S REPORT 
. For the Ye"ar ending 30' June 1975 

MEMBERSHIP 

Ordinary 

Family 

Student 


SALES 
Occasional papers 
Newsletters 
Badges 
Slides 
Postcards 
Photographs 
Souvenir envelopes 

ADMISSIONS 
Museum 
Smoke Concerts 

DONATIONS 
Beavis slide show 
R. &J • Bonynge 
N. Rawlinson 
J. & S. t"1indeyer 
Sundry 

BANK INTErEST 
MISCELLANEOUS 
'~rovis1on tor postage 

TOTAL INCOME 

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD 

INCOME 

180.00 
259.00 
12.00 

411.50 
5.00 

27.00 
20.20 
52.30 
3.00 

194.40 

295.5~ 

67.73 

5.00 
38.00 
33.01 

5.00 
37.75 

5.14 

451.00 

713.40 

363.26 

121. 76 
21.84 

5.14 

1616:.40 ; 

690.89 

2367.29 


EXPENDITURE 

AmUNISTPATION 

Secretarial expenses 
Postage 8.58 
Stationery 2.76 
Newsletter 54.64 
Other publications 4.65 

Treasurer's expenses 
Postage 1.78 
Telephone .60 

Cheque book 
MUSEUM 

Official Opening 
Invitations 31.90 
Postage 11.69 
Plaque 69.15 

Display 
~..aterials 103.91 
Reproduction. 150.35 

Equipment 
Radiator 6.50 
Curtains 30.00 

Attendant's expenses 
PUBLICITY 

Signs 
FUNCTIONS 

Smoke Concerts 
Posters 18.92 
Programmes 24.27 

SUBSC!U:J?TIONS 
R.A.H.S. 

REVENUE PRODUCING ITEMS 
Occasional papers 

Paper 78.80 
Printing 71.58 

Slides 
Postcards 
SO'l'V"enir envelopes 

Envelopes 31.70 
St::unps 70.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 

BALANCE CARRIED FORt'lARD 

70.63 

2.38 
4.00 77.01 

112.74 

254.26 

36.50 
411.00 814.50 

132.05 

43.19 

12.50 

150.38 
246.21 
239.50 

101.70 737.79 

1817.04 

550.25 

2367.29 


http:1616:.40
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CURATORS I REPORT 

This year we have received a large number of historical items 


which have been mentioned in other reports throughout the year. 

Since. our last meeting in May we have received a donations box from 

Mr Heiron. 


The lower jaw of a thylacene (Tasmanian tiger or wolf) was found 
in the Imperial Cave during redevelopment pf the track. This, together
with othe~ animal bones, has been put aside and will be displayed in 
a limestone cabinet which is being constructed opposite the sink in 
the Imperial Cave. The work is being carried out by the Department 
of Tourism. 

We'have had a number of problems with storage of the items 

collected. Mr Culley has two suit cases of photographs and papers 

and I have a large number of items at my home. All the items which 

were in the Guides' Office haven been taken to the old post office •. 

It has been suggested a ,number of times that a fire-proof cabinet 

should be purchased. This could be placed in the Guides' Office. We 

feel that because of the lack of storage we should not receive any 


. mo:re items until a, satisfactory system of storage has been arranged. 
(Since this was written, the President has informed us that a steel 
cabinet has been purchased. 

The cabinets and honour roll which Mr Heiron presented to the 

Society are still in the hands of Mr Bramston. He is still waiting 

on polishing materials to finish the items before they can be 

displayed. 


The wall which was to be constructed on the far side of the old 

post office will be done when daylight saving starts again. 


Our most recent acquisition, is a pyramid switch board, obtained 

for us by Mr H.J. Peters of Rose Bay. 


Extracted from the annual report prepared by J. P. Callaghan. 

MUSEUM REPORT continued from page 1 • 

I would like to draw attention to the fact that I may not be able to continue 
to run the museum full time, and would like to hear from any other members who 
might like to spend an enjoyable weekend at least once a month, looking after our 
museum. 

I desperately need more information about Jeremiah Wilson, J.C.Wiburd and 
any other people who hp.ve worked in the area - guides, postmasters, managers of 
Caves House etc. • We need this information to produce some more information 
sheets, s:irnilar to the exisit:ing one on the old post office. 'n.ese sheets could 
be an additional source of revenue, besides being of great interest to visitors. 

'!he canrnittee has decided to order 100 each of the most popular photographs 
Snow, Bullocks, Buggies, Car and Bikes. 

Concluded on page 4. 



JCH&PS. NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 1975 page 4 


MUSEUM. REPORT from page 3 • 

Several very interesting visitors have called in at the old post
office. Most of these have been reported in the 'Newsletters. The 
one visitor I will mention here was a Mrs Whalan, who ,is deeply
interested in our museum, and has promised to return in the warmer 
weather with her father-in-law who has a gr~at deal of knowledge
about Jenolan' s early history. ' 

.Iwish to thank all thos~ who have helped me'in the old' post 
office, especially Jeanette Dunkley, Sandra Heaney and Mr Hedron ~ 

Extracted from the annual report prepared by Sandra Martyn 

OFFICE ,BEARERSI975-76 

Pat'ron : 
President 
Vice-presidents 

Secretary
Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer 
Assistant Treasurer 
Membership Secretary 
Curat'ors 

Research Officer 
Rs)resentative of Dept of 'Iburism 
Committee 

Trustees 

Ald. H.G.Coates, MLA 
B.S. Nurse 
Ald. W.R. Clegg 
J.R. Dunkley 
G. Morrison 
B. Welch 
R.F. Guy 

Mrs L. Hawkins 

Mrs H. Culley 

J.P. Callaghan 

J. C\llley 

R.L. Newbould 

R.F. Tullett 

Miss S. Heaney (publicity) 

E. Holland 

Miss S. Martyn (museum supervisor) 

P. Richards , , ' 

I.M. Sefton " 
N.W. Sims .1
R. M·•. Stacey· ( assistant research officer) 
D. Bryant , 

'.
.1 
~ 
IH.F. Heiron 

• l !B. S.···Nurse {1 

ADDRESSES 

ThEb 'So'ciety's official address, wher'e you can also contact the 
treasurer and the membership secretary is 

c/- Post Office, JenoJ,an 'Cave~' N.S.W. 2790. 
Secretary: , 60 Lent~all St, Kensington 2033. 
Assistp,nt Treasurer; 46 Alkari~ga, Rd, r,1iranda .2228 • 
Ne\'lsletter : see belm"T. . , 

Edi ted and printed by Ian Sefton, 30 Lot-ler ciiff Ave, Northbridge 2063" for 
the publisher, Jenolan Caves Historical and Prese~ation Society. 
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SMOKE CONCERT 
Smoke concerts are now ~n established part of the society's 

activities. They are a .revival of an old Jenolan tradition of 
providing one's own entertainment. 

Tqe next smoke concert will be held in the Grand Arch at Jenolan 
Caves at 8-30 PM on 

Sunday 25 January 1976 

Do come" and bring your family, friends and relations. 
Orqa~iser Ron Newbould 

FEBRUARY MEETING 
The next general meeting will be held at 8-30 PM in Jenolan 


Caves House on 


Saturday 14 F~bruary 1976 • 

Speakers will be Elaine Holland, Ernie Holland and Keith Oliver 
on the topic 

M~Keon, Methodism and ea~ty Associations of Jenotan. 
, The presentation will be illustrated with slides. 

Supper will be served at the meeting. Members and friends 
wishing to dine at Caves House beforehand should book in advance by
telephoning Jenolan Caves 3. 
Committee .,Meeting. The committee will meet at 4-00 PM on 14' 

F~bruary in the Jenolan Caves school. 


," 
t 	 DEVll'S COACH HOUSE'ClEANING 
'I The n~xt effort at cleanihg paint from the walls of the Devil's 
't 	Coach House will occur on Saturday 14 February, the day of the next 

meeting. Bring your old clothes, scrubbing brushes etc. and be 
prepared to get wet. If you will be participating kindly contact 
John Culley at. the Guides' Office before going up to Jenolan. 

MONEY RAISING 
If you would like to win a hand-made wooden slide box, made 

and donated by member Mr W.F. Heiron, buy a few tickets in our 
competition. Better still -get a book of 50 tickets and flog them 
to your friends arid uncles. Tickets are 20 cents each from Dick 
Guy at the Guides' Office, Jenolan Caves 2790. The draw will take 
place at the Smoke Concert on 25 January. 
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No further':~\·ha;e4:!.ng :of,.Jthe \criB:.~ks ;in the walls of ~he .,ole1- "',. ,: 
post :O,tf,'ice". i].as b~en noticed. The door has been patched},lp ,by, 
Dave Rodg,ers, who replaced the putty round several of the 'glass: 
panes. "Ther~e has been anincr'ease l~ecently in -the number of 
resigent spid-ers,.. "I would appreciate Sil1Y offers of eviction'. 

The occasional papers are selling very well, no. 3 esp~cially 
so. No.1 (Steapl Cleaning) has almost sold out, only 45 remai~lng
in stock. ' 

Slides are moving very slowly. The initial stock was 728. 
We have "now sold, ,21. This was discussed at the committee meeting 
and it was decided to sell them at 25 cents each or $1~50 the :set. 
These slides are very clear and sharp whe~projected on a screen. 

The postcards are still selling we~ll. We recen~lY (received 
further supplies of some of the subjects. Two of these photos 
were slow starters but lately they have picked up; these are the 
diver,S and the'Edwards party., The other five subjects have ,,_., 
maintained a steady rate of sale. The committee has decided to 
have two more subjects added to the postcard range - these will 
be The First, Caves House and The Punt in, the River Cave. ' 

Early in October we add,ed Eome photos from the Department 
of Mines archives to the museum display. These hav~ already 
proved popular with our visitors, the favourites being The' 
Sketeton and The Punt and Boat on the Rive~ Styx. Those of 
Caves House' ,and the "Lucas Cave Exhibition Chamber ,are close 
seconds. Copies of these and other new photos are available on 
order at the museum. The copies will be the same 'size, 10 in x 
8 in and cost,' $3. ,Orders will be fi:'.led, once each month, then 
forwarded to buyers. 

The sales of envel'opes 'have dropped olightly in the last 1.'ew 
weeks. This is only partly due' to the- sl:1ghyly lower"number of 
visit,ors... I feel that the maj 01'" contributing' factor is ·the stamp 
itself. The current souvenir, e!'llVelop2: pas.. the blue . star 
sapphire stamp on it. This stamp has been out for some t1me and 
is not :,as colourful as some previ'ou~ sta.'11ps. . . , . ~ 

'Now on display is the' pyramid 'sl.'1i'cch-board recent'ly· 
acquired. A great~any visitors' com.ment' o.n it,: the most 
frequently aS,ked' .question being Itwhat is' 'its age and history ? " 

A recent visitor brou'ght up the subject of the Jenolan 
postmark - design" length of servi~~\ ,etc •. : I would appreciate 
any help in answering these querie.s.· 

Thanks to Tom li'reily who manned' the post office, especially' 
during the week. Thanks also to Ernie and Elaine Holland wno, 
for some w~eks" len~ me their caravan during the.w~ekends. 

Sandra Martyn , 

http:further':~\�ha;e4:!.ng
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SHORT ITEMS"$ ,1 ' J 

:REsEARCH·, 'r '.,' .'. 

Keith Oliver'has'been helping' Elaine Hoiland.in the research 
into old gravestones. .' Resear'ch officer; Ron Newbould, needs t'o 
be informed o,f .all research projects undert~ken by memberf?' We 
would like t'o publish a: list' 'in 'this NEWSLE'i''rE~~ . 

• ", ; '. j .' " , 	 ... : " 

1·11!!ETI1~G ,DATES ~. .", 
" C Meet1ngs 'will 'be held this year on . " '. '• 

14,Febru:a:ry.:, ;', ''8 May; '14.August (A • G . M' ~.);. '~d' . 13 .N6vember . 
. ""'All<g'eher'a:l' II).~etings are held In Jenolan. .c,a:v:~s House and stf,irt 
, : :at 8:"';30 PM;.' Please mark these dates in 'Y,OUr,:' diary .and' consider 

that notice has been given. " ' . 

BADG:ES " . 	 .: ." 
A furtber consi~nmen.tof ~ociety lape.l. badges has arri,v:.e(f,}, " 

at last (we- ordered 1;hem in April). They may be oDtaln~d-.t.rom , 
the t'reas:urer,,': Richard Guy" c/~ Guides t Office" Jenolari"Caves'" 
-2790' Tor -$1.00" 'each~' PIe'ase add' 18c' for post'age. ,,~J::,,:.: . .! 

OCCASIONAL PAPERS . 	 ' 
. ',Supplies' of' Oce'a'sfonal Paper No.1, $.team C.-leaning of tHe, 

Ol'lien t Cave ~ .have sold: out for the second tIme" Since the ,,'" 
stencils are now worn out we have ordered a new edition which 
should be available .v~ry soon. .Papers 2 and 3 are still available 
so', if. you coll'ect fipst editions, don't delay too much ,lchiger. 
The price' is -50 cents'<each (pius postage please') from the ' , 

~. treasilrer' (address" above)'. , 
. -	 . . . . 

INForu·mTION SHEETS 
The society is hoping to produce a series of historical 

information hand-outs for the museum .. Sandra Martyn has already 
appealed., for· volunteers to write these and while she was 

.	waiting for repl,ies she wrote one, herself. . This ,is reproduced 
on. page 4, for your; information and inspiration ~.Now it's ....: ," 
yo~r,turn. " 

. " 

CURATORS' REPORT 
,At the last, 'committee meeting. the curators report'e'd that 

, we h~ve now acquired a steel cabinet for -the storage, of reTics' 
.. ,IiUl~ q.ocuments.· The stone wall near the museum should be finishe'd 

pefore the next meeting. Approval to floodlight the rront of . 
the old post office has been granted and we have the fitt'ings 
but nobody to install them. 

, UNFINANCIALNlEt4BERS , 
In future we will be pUblishing.. a list of the names of 

unf:l.nancial members in thi's NE\OlSLETTER. . Please check to' see 
that your subscription is up to date - we cannot afroI'd to '( 1 

keep sending this NEWSLETTER to people who do not contribute 
to its cost. 

Edited and· printed by Ian Sefton, 30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 2063, 
for Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society. 

http:Hoiland.in
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JENOLAN CAVES HOUSES 
Before the building of any guest house early visitors to the 

qaves made good use of the Grand Arch. Its far reaches were used 
for accommodation for almost forty years. Gent,lemen retired to 
the northern. ,side: and ladies to the south. , " .' . .,' . .' 

In 1869 a raised "d~n~ing; platform 'was erected in the Arch. 
Dances were held by firelight, flickering candles and lantern' 
light. Music was provided by accordion, fiddles and even a brass 
band which.came from Bathurst. At midnight the Keeper of the Caves, 
Jeremiah Wilson, wO\l,ld, end 'rev~lr ~e$. :by cra,eking his stockwhip. 
It' was .f0':1n~. that. bY: tyIng a .canvas .from the side of the dance. floor 
a rough tent could be formed. This procedure was often carr.ied out 
by the more timid visitors. 

The. first Caves House was erected in 1880 by Jeremiah Wilson. 
Made of wood with an .iron roof, it,measured 14 feet wide and 40 
feet long •. It had a·small verandah and five. bedrooms. The kitchen 
and din'ing room were 'separate from the main building" as ,.1as the 
caretaker1s cottage. Additions to the building were made over the 
next few years. 

In November 18,87 a large two-storied ~ooden building with wide 
verandahs was erected. This made it possible to accommodate some 
thirty person,S., 

~ '" • I 

. '. , 
Short.'iy afte'r midnight on 14th ,March 1895 fire d'estroyed the 

old bUl.lding', inc'luding the first and second class dining room$, 
Sitting ahd billiards rooms; 12 bedrooms, kitchen and pantry •. All 
the household effects were lost. The new building was· saved' after 
two hours of exertion; " 

On 4th July 18'96 two. acres' of land were dedicated £:or an 
accommod~tion house. Believed tO'be the first building erected 
from native limestone, ·the· northern wing of' the' 'present Caves House 
was completed early in 1898. l.t was designedt by· the..,'Govermnent 
Architect, in a modified Queen Anne style, and was built on the 
site of the first house. 

In 1907 a contractor removed the remaining wooden building and 
erected ·the pre,sent two-stor ied building. Completed in 1'909, ,it is 
very inviting with its red gabled roof and long verandah~'ltS' ground 
floor walls are b.uilt of squared rubble masonry and the' upper walls 
are of rough ~ast brick. 

A new addition, in modified Elizabethan style,. was'commenced 
in 1914 and was completed two years: later." Its"..gr()1m.d floor walls 
are of stone, the first and second floors are rough-cast concrete, 
and the third ",f.loor walls are":asbestos cement panels with" wooden 
frames. " " ' 

'.. ~ 

" , ... 
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NEXT rftEETING 
) 

The next general meeting of the society will be held in Jenolan 
Caves House at 8-30 PM on 

Saturday 8 May 1976 

Speaker 


Noel Rawlinson will talk about 


John Lucas, Conservationist orVandaZ ?' 

Supper will be served at the meeting. 

Business 
In addition to the usual business an election for the vacant 

position of assistant treasurer will be held. 'Nominations will be 
accepted up.to the time of the election. 

Committee Meetin~ 

The committee will meet at 4-00 PM on Saturday 8 May in the 
Jenolan Caves School. 

r~uS E urI) t~ HlD I N G 

Volunteers are needed urgently for staffing the society's" 
museum.' If you can' spare one day a month, 'or every two months, 
please contact' the secretary, 

Graham Morrison, 

60 Lenthall St, Kensington 2033, 

phone 663 1445 . 


HO\lrs of attendance are approximately 1 PM to 4 ·PM. The' ' 
society" is prepared' to reimc>urse expenses incurred up to, $9. 00 
per day. 

The future of the society depends very much on our· ability' to 
keep this museum open. So far this has been apl').ieved largely 
thr,ough the. dedication and enthusiasm of one ,member. Other members 
put a ,great deal,o.f effort int,o, the re-~rection of the old "post, 
office ,'a.,n,q ·.~Jt,e' mO;UQt,ing of disp'lays ,{welitre, now showing, our second 
displa,y},,~n:d ~,~~Ih~:v:e also rece::\.ved gen~r,9us ass~stance from."the 
Department of Tourism. Is all this effort to be wast.ed because 
the members!1ip' 'at "large becomes a,pathetic after the initial, 
success and excitement ? 
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RE~EARCH REPORT 
~~"~1 ',:.~:~ "r "( .':!' :: (:~; \/\{.: ,: :,/: Feb r u a r y . !}9 76' .':"., 

Since the 18.5£" meetin'g'iri'" Nov'ember several members have.'::6~~~:.\";: 
ve.ry helpful and we have been able to co-operate as a teariJ.'~~:·/ 'i,7'~>(.,~~;i( 

. On 21 December information was gained from Jenolan vi';sito~s 
that:':a Mrs'''Phil Edwards of Westmead is a daughter of Mr Forster who 
w~~,~_g~l~~ ..at Jenolan,.apparently in the 1920's. 

Another visitor to Jenolan was Mr D.J. Harrison of Armidale, a 
grandson of Isabella Whalan who is descended from James Whalan's side 
of th~,family. 

The research officer has also spoken with a young lady who is a 
direct descendant of Samuel Cook. 

Miss I. Jefferson of Castle Hill replied to our call for 
information and has donated some old photographs. Another contact 
from Castle Hill, Ethie L. Young, who is 89, has provided some 
information about'her' mother, Sarah Parsons, who visited Jenolan as 
a child in 1862. Her note is printed elsewhere ~n·this issue. Ron 
Newbould is corresponding further wiih these two ladies and is also 
following a lead to the Luxton family, who were asso~iated with the 
Lucas" Cave .in,· . about.•.1870.,... '-,"., 'p",: 

. ! ~6n'al~o~b~s'~'hew'1~~d ori fhe, capture of ja~~s'McKeown in 
1838. A person named Reid, 13 to 15 years old, is supposed to have 
been present at the capture. 

Names and addresses of people who claim to have any link with 
Jenolan; and their p~rt in our history, are being 'recorded.' 

.Extracted from a report by Ron Newbould 

As mentioned in the re~earch report, Sarah Elizabeth Parsons, 
visited Jenolan in 1862, and it is claimed that her name was carved 
over the' entrance to the Devil" 5 . Coach House .. 1\ recent search has 
failed to 'reveal "this inscripfion. Here is Efhie Young's'account~ 

: 1 ,',. 

In the year 1854 Sarah Elizabeth Parsons' wa,s'born at Yetholme, that 
being the year after the Convicts finished :t:he Bathurst Rd. r'lhen a small 
child. she remembered travelers. p(lssing th:pougp:: on their· way to Bathurs.t 
talking ,about the wonderful caves t;hey had- se~n-. . Th~n in· the year l862.when 
she was eight years old, her parents decided to form a party and see the 
caves themselves. 

, 
Traveling" in Bugies ,.and Sulkies they cut down saplings to tie behind the 

Buggies· to act as ·;brakes to heipthem down the steep incline. [\"llien] they 
arrived at the caves, Jeremiah ~lils~:m [who] was .then living at the Caves in 
a, Vf~ry [primitive] fa.shion, took them through the caves that had been 
explored at that time. To go through the caves they used the reins and 
bridl€¥s tied together then around their waists in case of an accident ; 
they used the lamps placing one on a ledge and carried the other to light 
the way. 
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They had many. funny things happen such as one of the party 
emptying a small 'cask b.f wat'eir i:.hey had brought with them [only] to 
find water- was ,not:. want~d as· .. tJJere 'was plenty of. water. So he filled 

. ',the::cask- with .rocks and dropped. it into. the '.under,ground river,then' 
.: waited to ·heq,r· .how· long. it. %u.:ld· ·:fa·ll" into the wa'ter below ; it took 

"SQ lQn9'~they thQv,gbt· it "t1ould' nev,.er· ,splash. and. let'. them..know: it. bad 
hit the water. 

,:,,-~~ t:':·,f~.~ ~'-',;~ :"'~!~J" 

:,~ ....,,Before they, left ..the caves';;,'as: Sarah.,·Elizabeth was thefirst:,' 
child to. e:nter"the., cav.e~f, ::·t:hey;; ca.rved her·, Iiame :above ·the entrance .to 
the Caves. [.A covering lett:er makes itc1ea,r that this inscription 

: wa~"':ca±-;;e:d' ov~rtl1~"Devii':st6abh: :~b~s~'-" Ed: ] . ,', "" . ." 
"'i ",' :i·':',~:;'t.,,' ,>:-·r.i,:'I".:.~.i ',: : ~;, .. ',~(:#~~'':.; -: ,,"';:'.: i';'''~ ,'I 

: i' .' i:.~' ,,: 'CUriATORS~"',,·R.EP()Ri 

. ,'. I': ."(: 1 ,- , _/ .. • ',: ,') ~'~ : 


Thi!'3 quarter', the. Curator;s ·pasit:ilon has 'been"an'easy'one . 

except .f.or. the.!weather •. : On ',Qur,:days 'off we ·have"had bad 

weather. in 'ITio·std.nst.ances' and,.. ha.'Ve bee'n'unable to build the 

rO'ck wall near",the old' post, Off.ice. 
 . i" 

Members will be pleased to know that the "Bone Case"ih 

the: Imperial. Cave has been completed' and: we.lare· now waiting 

on. a; pl'astic mixture; to: seti' the bonesln ,b·ef.orethey can be 


:proper_ly' di'splayed... E.' Holland is obtaining thhf mixture 

from the ·Australian ·Mu·se·um :..in Sydney. ,.' 


,The, crys.tal q,ol}ect1:qYl in ,the foy,er "of" paves Hpuse, which 
wB::~.prep~r~d b.y'}~:-" Holl~~", is, ;C!,fl.using a )ot 'of~ .. ipterest:,..by 
vi s 1 t~r l:>' .. As, tIme permlt·s' ,.i:;p.ere; w1'11' ,b e.mqre sp~~ imens <:?r .. 
cryst'a! added·:tO'···the ·'co1:tedt'1on.· , "",' "".,:,":':.,,; :.', 

. We hav.~, ~now receiv.ed' the· 'accession' forms::onr"wh::t.ch \:we'~.will 
reco.:rd' .de.taiJts· of, ,what. th'e' .society owns and. what is 'on loan •. 
Since we have numbers of suit cases. of items" and' photognap,trs' 
this will take a, while. ' , ,

;.~\ ~"~ • ,--, '. . .> 1 , . ~: ..... • ,"r'.: 

; W'e::have 'received-a ,tea 'leaf spoon, wi.th:·'deno'tan' Caves 

stamped':on ,d.t.,!:from Mrs ,Nor.ma Berriman' or,:liithgow. ,'" '.','. ,: 


Mrs Van Der Held of Hazelbrook has reproduced"'sei;'e'ra1coples 
from an old~ 'pho,t{)graph of a thylacene. This photograptl',;wil:r" 
be used in the bone case. 

l" ... '.' ,.~...... , ......~"" ....., ... ,~ •• ~~ ." ,- ..,., 

February 1976 J.P. CaZZaghan 
,. : ' 

< ) .~.: I "":.'. • .' "'; ~, :.. 
..BADGES :: ! 

, : :Societ·y ,lapel badges are avail~ble again. from· the 
treasurer,·· R';/ F . Guy , c/~Guides;':- Office, Jenolan:: Caves 2790,' 
The: price is $'1,.00 plus postage.'" .... 

'. ' ..". 

http:forms::onr"wh::t.ch
http:receiv.ed
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~1USEU~1 REPORT 
The old post office was manned on 27 days, from Boxing Day 

until the January Long Weekend. Each day there were approximately 
100 visitors. Torn Fiebig, May Ebbutson and Sandra Heaney have 
been the helpers manning the post office,mainly during the week. 

The new information sheet on Caves House is proving very 
popular. We need more such sheets but patient research must be 
thoroughly gone into each subject before printing. 

The slide box raffle drawn at the Smoke Concert was won by 'I 
John Wells from Lithgow. Although the winning ticket was sold 
during the evening the prize was not collected, and the winner 
could not be found subsequently. The committee decided to hold 
a new competition for the slide box at a later date. Thanks to 
all those who helped to sell tickets - it was greatly appreciated. 
Although we had only five weeks to sell them the overall profit 
to the society was $63.00. Thanks also to Mr Heiron who made 
and donated the slide box as well as a photo display board for 
the museum • 

.. 'LA f·ew weeks ago we received a visit from IVlr E. Tabrett of 
Katoomoa. His family had the government contract for transport 
to Jenolan, from horses and carriages to cars, taxis and buses. 
He is interested in the society and will help with any 
information possible. 

'. More details are needed on subjects relating to Jenolan 
history. Questions asked by visitors to the museum are very 
comprehensive. [This is an invitation to members to help 
produce them - edo] 

Souvenir envelopes and postcards. have been selling well. 
During the Christmas holidays the slides sold quite well but 
they have since dropped off. 

We are planning two new subjects in the post card series 
the raft in the River Cave and the Skeleton. There will also 
be a fourth occasional paper on the Binoomea Cut, which is now 
being prepared. 

February 1976 Sand~a Ma~tyn 

SMOKE CONCERTS - REPORT 
The October '75 and January '76 concerts were both extremely 

enjoyable nights - if not profit making. 

It was decided to omit programmes for the January concert 
due to high printing costs with little return from sales. The 
hat was passed around with reasonable success and it is felt 
that if we organise more collectors we should reap more benefit. 

R.L. NewbouZd 
S, Heaney 
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!-1H1J3 ERS ~ I P 

'At; the' ,February meeting the membership secretary, Mrs H. 
Culley,reported that 43 members were still uhfinanclal for, the 
year 1975-76. Although this situation has since improved 
through the invoicing of unfinancial members' by the hard-working 
treasurer, Richard Guy, it is not good. Furthermore, there is 
a substantial number of members, since removed from the mailing 
list, Who have not' yet ,paid up for 1974-15. The committee has 
directed that the" names of these lapsed members be published, 
in the hope that if they are friends of YQurs~· you might 
persuade them to rejoin. Here they ane : 

J .E. & T.J. Aitchison Belinda Millner 

Mrs P'.E. Anderson Allan Moffat" 

James Barlow G. Morris 

Mr & Mrs C. Bell Harry &Edna Pemble 

Mr &Mrs I.M. Breckenridge Paul G.' Quinn 

Mr Brister loD. Ross 

E.G. &J.E. Brook Don Roy 
J .B. Chambers & family Robert J.Sanderson 
Ross Ellis J .K., Shaw.~". '" 

Janice M. Hadfield Margaret M. ,Smith 

N.L. Harsant , Dr J(jhn Sutton 

Gail Hiddins Valerie Trollope 

Mr &Mrs T.A. Huls~nga Anthony.Wakelen 

Ken Keck ,AS. ,Watson 

H.J. Little Keith Watson 

Yvonne M. Lyell Martin B. Weatherhead 

S. McMullen D.A. Wiburd 
I.S. Menzies Murray vlilcox 

, . If you are one of the people wno is not yet f'inancia'l 

for"- the current year (not listect" above) please note that this 

is your last NEWSLETTER.,': i Th~ so~iety: cannot afford to spend 


.money on people who do ,not contribute to its coffers. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

And now a message to all our supporters who do contribute. 
A new financial year starts on 1 July, before you get the 
next NEW,SLETTER. 'Could ,we "have your sU1Jscriptiqn by then 
please:'1 "Rates are. , ',," 

, .'~'r;: Single memb.e~ship '",:,': ,$5. b'Oi 
.) Family membership '~'. ' , $7 .. 00;: . ' 

Full time student l' '~,,$2,.bq~. , ,"'.'
Send it to the treasurer, Richard Guy, c/- Guides' Office,
Jenolan Caves 2790, please. 

, 1, . .' " . :. 
, ,., .. 

Assist~ni'~rea~ure~"i -

Lyn Hawkins has resigned from this position. We need 
a repl-a:cement to carryon the good work ,"The"election .', 
will ~~ held at the'~ext meeting~ .s~ 
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OCCA~)bNAL PAPERS 
The first editipn of, Ron Newbould's popular, paper on 

Steqm Cleaning-'of Orient Cave has sold out after a second 
printing. A second edition, p~in~ed commercially in the 
same style as paper no. 3 , The Discovery of the Barralong Cave, 
is now available. The price is stil'l 50 cents (plus postage
please)-available from the treasurer. . 

} 

The society has a fair investment in these papers and 
it would be nice to see them disappear quickly so that we Can 
produce more titles. If every member were to make a complete 
collection that would help a lot. Remember that no. 2, The 
Discovery of the Imperial Cave) and no. 3 ,are still available. 

The society is indebted to vice president Bill Clegg
for arranging these new printings. 

BITS AND PIECES 
Cleaning of D,evil' s Coach House 

Several members and friends attackeq the paint on the 
walls of the Devil's Qoach House again on 14 February. The 
use of a high pr'essur~ water jet and detergent seems to be 
more efficient than the old scrubbing brush method. Ladders 
and rock climbing equipment were used to get at the painted 
walls. Anybody interested in continuing this work, should 
discuss it with John Culley at the Guides' Office. 

;::'i 

New Museum 
,.(r; 

One of our ambitions is to hav~ a modern museum 
building to hous~'and display our growing collections properly. 
This is going to require a lot of mOhey which we will have to 
f:EfidJ ourselves. The 'committee has been considering ways of 
raising t'his money and one idea currently under investigation 
is the holding of an art union. This will require certain 
changes to our constitution before we can get permission.

1'.......................... . 


Gravestones 
At the February meeting Ernie and Elairie Hollan~,' 

assisted by Keith Oliver, gave an illl,lstrat~d t,alk on thei'r 
researches into old gravestones ,in the'area. ' We hope to 
report further op this work in a future'issue- perhaps in 
an oceas~onal paper also. 

Postmaster 
Mr Tom Fiebig became postmaster at Jenolan on 1 rllarch, 

the first postmaster since 1914. In recent years we have 
had postmistresses. What happened to International Women's 
Year ? 

This NEWSLETTER is edited and printed by Ian Sefton. 30 Lower Cliff Ave, 
Northbridge NSW 2063 7 for the publisher,Jenolan Caves Historical and 

\. Preservation Society, c/- P.O. Jenolan Caves, NSW 2790. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETIN~ 
The annual general meeting of the Society will be held in 

Jeno1an Caves House at 8-30 PM on 
Saturday 14 August 1976. 

Business. 1. To receive and adopt the annual reports and 
statement of accounts. 

2. 	TO elect office bearers and committee for the 
following year.

3. 	General business. 
4. 	 Discussion on triteria for assessing the historical 

significance of caves. See paper on page 4 of this 
issue. 

Members wishing to dine at Caves House before the meeting 
are advised to book by contacting the reception desk (phone
Jenolan 3). 
Nominations 

All nominations for elected positions must be in writing 
and should be 'signed by the proposer, seconder and nominee. 
Nominations will be received up to the time of the election. 

The positions to be filled are patron, president, two vice 
presidents, secretary;) al3s:Lstant secretarY:i treasurer., assistant 
treasurer, membership sect'etary, two curators, resear.ch officer, 
representative of the Dept of Tourism, seven committee members" ',' 
and three trustees. In the pant the meeting :1esolved that ;i 
certain committee members should fulfill special functions~ e.g. 
museum supervisor, publicity officer, assistant research offi'cer. JI 
Th,e names of the ,current office bearers were published in 
NEWSLETTER No.9, 'October 1975. 
Committee 	Meeting 

I).'he comm:! ttee vlill meet at 4-00 pr·~ on 14 August 1976 in 
the Jenolan Caves school. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Your subscription for the year 1976-77 is now due. 

The aT.'.ount owing is shown in the box . D'($5 ordinary, $7 family, 
'$2 student) 
Pi~'a~e";emit without delay (and save our invoicing costs) 

to '. The Membership Secretary , JCH&PS, 
c/- Post Offlc~, Jeno1an C~ves 2790 

http:resear.ch
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There will be another of our traditional Smoke Concerts on 
the Sunday ;~:r::;'tlte ....·Oc:Fob~e;:rr t,?l1g:W~ekend, October 3, starting, at', ,',
8-30 PM. That's be:60re: the' next; NEWSLETTER so mark'it in your 
di'ary,how and organise a party of your friends. These conc~rts 
provide a high standard of entertainment and are popular "lith 
young ~~Q olq,allke. Donations received at the concerts all go 
t6'h~1~'the society's work.' ' 

We still have a fine hand--made slide box to be \-'1On in our 
raffle which ,,1111 be drawn at the Smoke Concert. Books of ' 
tickets are available nowj can you sell some? If so please 
contact Dick Guy or Sandra, ,Martyn .. 

> (May Report) 

The museum was closed most weekends between February and 
May because our chief supervisor, Sandra Martyn, was ill. It 
was op,ened occasiona.11y during the week by Sandra Heaney and 
May Ebbertspn.. ' Sandra .Martyn has been getting in touch with 
people who expressed interest in minding the museum but we 
still need new volunteers. How about you? 

Stocks of the Barralon paper were "low but more were 
expected from the printer. Only 40 copies of the Imperial 
Cave paper were left. We also have a limited supply of. a 
paper, Master Plan for the Development of Jenolan Caves ~ , 
publi'shed by the Australian Speleological Federation at $2.00 
each. . 

Souvenir env'elopes are still popular and the historical 
photographs are selling slowly bur surely. Three new subjects 
have been ordered~ and will bring the set up to ten. These 
photographs sell for 40l' cents each. 

A new supply of Society lapel badges has arrived and are 
available from the museum, the curators or the tre~surer. 

Prom a ,report by Sandra Mar..tyn 

::r:SEt~'I~C!l AnD !\C('UI~ITlor-!S May 1976 

Several weeks ago a gentleman gave JCH&PS a postc~rd 
depicting a scene flHauling Cedar!;. It was a Kerry production' and 
belonged to Mrs Gwen Orford of Carringbah. The card was dated 
21/12/1905 and written on it were the words: I: I am home for the 
holidays. We get five weeks at present. We are having very hot 
weather. Roy C. \'iiburd. II ' , 

Mr W. Heiron, our trustee~ handed some material~ belonging 
to the late Bruce Dunlop, to me on 6 May 1976. This was greatly 
appreciated and I have briefly scanned tbrough the photographs 
and odd notes that make up the parcel. Once the material has 
been acknowledged I would like to go through it to gather any 
information that may be of assistance to our own research and 
then pass it on to our curators. (continued on page 3) 
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" nURATORS '; :, REPORT~:"'j May 1976 
Thi~ thr~e month period has been fairly quiet, but not 

altogether uriB~oductive. 

The grass around the old post office has been kept mown 
and the spider webs have been swept down outside. 'I have 
inspected the exhibits 'and found them in g'ood order. 

-~he bone display in the Imperial continues to create 
interest and has been added to since the last meeting. 
Likewise,the rock display in the Caves House foyer has been 
added to~ This exhibit ~s of great interest to ~ock collectors. 

The removal of the paint in the Devil's Coach House has 
been fairly successful, but still requires about two days I 

work. I would like to thank'the memb.ers of JCH&PS ~Tho' took 
part in tbis work. 

The latest items to ~ome to hand are a collection of 
photographs and notes belonging to the late B.T. Dunlop~ 
As yet .1 have not .had time to inspect this material, but'I 
shall :do so ,in the near future. ,. 

Mr Heiron has once again offered to make wooden frames 
for various exhibits. 

" ,When my .co-curator, John Callaghan., ,returns from annual 
leave 'in June ,we 'shall commence recording fhe pociety's 
cO~l'ect!ion on the forms provided by the society. 

J,. Culley 

RESJ~AP.CH ',AHD ACQUISITIONS (continued from page 2) ", 

; On 7 1.\1ay I spoke to Mrs' K. Robey, eldest daughter of 
\:1. L .,-"Havard who was noted for his publication The Romance of 
Jeno"lan Caves. Mrs Robey showed great interest in the Blue 
Mountains d.istrict, incJ!udlng Jenolan Caves ~ and intends to 
make strong representation to the rest of her family on the 

"J matter regarding usage of material extracted from Havard's 
worlts. The family still have a lot of Havard i s research ,'. 
mater~al. .. 

.' :;iMr :i:llan Kneeves, who is a friend of the Ne~bo"uld family, 
811d6mited sixteen ,lO" x' photographs of the early -1900; s ~ 

taken mainly at the old Bartley Court House. 

During my travels whilst on annual leave in February 
Mr 'varren Targett. gave to me for JCH&PS a books SaniJ.s ,~ 
Directory 1921. 

, ' 
Extracted from a report by Ron Newbould. 
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ASSESSlflG THE ,HISTORICAL SJGNIFICANCE OF CAVES 
Ian Sefton 
Ann Sefton 

INTRODUCTION &~D GENERAL CRITERIA 

llistorical significance implies associations with people, 
including famous or notorious individuals, social or political 
groups (e.g. the conaervation movctment) and large nu..1fIbers of 
people seel~inq recreation or adventure. 

~istorica11y .significant cave's may include those which 
interest, or have interested, hiotorians, geographers and other 
writGrs~ 

~~ny cave areas have a1$0 baen the subject of intense 
interest by the public Gince their discovery in the early years 
of the coloniac. PartieD of visitors often made arduous journeys 
to visit remote caves•. Newspapers, from the 1030's onwards, 
contain numerous ac~ount6 of these adventures cnd popular 
geographical ,10r):.s 1 have included lengthy descr iptions of popular 
caves. Around the turn of the century guide boolts 2 to popular 
cave areas appeared. 

It can be argued, therefore, that visiting caves 1s a 
significant social activity and that the principal cave tourist 
areaa have a significant place in our socia1.history. Jenolan 
can be consid~red to be the archetype of'such areas. Much of its 
history is well documonted 3 and it has been,t'lritten about by many 
authors. For many years it has supported a small unique 
community which ha~ a str~~ sense of its own history. 

ttlsny contemporary touriot,a display great int,erest, not only;-:
in the natural beauty of caveD dlemsalvea, but also in the history 
of their discovery and developlklent and in the lives a.nd work of 
their diGcQverero ~f1dexplorers. Ue\10uld guess that for many· 
people tljeir .npp.I'e.ci!!:~tion .of the significance of any part of the 
Natiomil Estate i13 greatly .onhanced by histori.cal associations •. 

SPECIF~~R!TEnlh 

l.Prior i t.y
I 4ft~ 

One test of hiotorical significance is priority (e.g. the 
first man' on the mo()n) • A cave a.rea. or an~. single cave \.,itbin an 
area may be considered significant' for simil,Elr ~easons" for 
E!jull... : . .' -'"ilple 

(1) the firnt cave discovered by European settler.s, 
(2) the first cave protected by an' act ofparl1ament, 
(3) the first tourist cava, 
(4) the cave in ,,,hlch paths, steps,etc. \1ere first built, 
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. (5), 	the flx'st cave· to be lit by electricity, . 
(6) 	 the·flrst cave associated with 'some other significant 

improvement (e;.9. self-guided tours, $team cleaning), 
(7) 	 the. site of the first discovery of particular bones 

or fossils. 

2. !Jniqueness 	 , -. 

3~ Other Criteria 

. A cave 'may be seen to have some historical s'lgnificance for 
some of the following reasons. 

(1) 	 It was used as an aboriginal shelter and contains 
artefacts, paintings or other evidence of·occupation. 

(2) 	 It has been ",rit.ten about by a significant author or 
by many authors. . 

~3) 	 It has been painted or drawn-by a significant ar~ist • 
. • (4) 	 It has been the subj~ct of ~n historic~lly-; ~igpificant 

dispute, e.g. over mining , conservqt,~on or·,,4evelopment:;: 

A cave may have historical' significance without"ne~essarily 
being worthy of preservation, on other grounds. For example, 
some caves which have been partially destroyed through the 
activities of visitors may, nevertheless, be significant 
illustrations of man's past use of caves. 

REGISTRATION 

In compiling a register 6f the National.Estate it may _.be 
'I preferable to list groups of caves, or cave ar,eas,' rather than 

scattered individual caves, especially .if the number of 
registered places is to be limited. . 'tb..J..5 argument applies 
particularly to places likeJ~nolan which is not merely a 
collection of cav~s, but ~ distinct coniinu.n~ty,. " The physical: .: .. 
evidence of: its h.istory is to be found 1n its buildings as \\1el>l: 
as itt its caves'; . , ' 	 " 

I <. 
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CONCLUSIONS. 

~'le feel that there can be no doubt of the significance 
6f any area which is consldE!.red to 'be 'historically important by 
large ,;ntunbe,rs of, people. ~"or example, one cave .area in 
Austra'lia,: :Jenolan, already supports' ariactive lo~al:h'j.sto.rical 
society whose members are keen to preserve docum,entary and 
physical evidence of man's use of the caves.' We regard this, 
in itself, as an indicator of historical significance. , .. 

. We r~coqnise ,that ,the perception of significance can be 

largely subjective; people assess significance in terms of . 

their own interests and enthusiasms. However, the criter~a we 

have· suggested provide 'some possible, guidelines for assessing 

whether or not a cave is historically significant. 


References 

1. 	 See, e.g., A. Garran (ed) , PiatuP8sque Atlas of Australasia, 
1888, reprinted in 1974 as a facsimile, Australia~ the First 
HUYldl'ed, leaps, Ure Smith, Sydney., ' . 

2. 	 See, e.g~~ O.Trickett, Guide to the Wombeyan-C~ve~t 1906. 

3. 	 'See, e:g.,·W.L. Havard, The Romanoe ~fJenoldn Caves, Journal, 
,Royal Australian Historical So<:;iety ,:,vol ,XX, 193.4. ' . 

.The discuss ion paper printed abo've 'wa1:'; p'~~pared for the 
AU~,t,.ra"l1an, Spe.lep.lpgical Federation -as ,part: or a study on the 
de~~lopmeritcor ~rlterla for assess1ng the signifIcance of caves 
which might be included in a regIster of the National Estate,to 
be comp.i1.~.q. ..by:)t;h~."Austra11an Herl tage ·Commission. 

,. ,'" 

Th~ a~~h~r~':~ope that members "of ,:JCH&PS will also contribute 
to the dlsC;usl;)i'on, on this problem'; .' ' . ' , 

The honorary d1rector of the ASF study is Elery H~~~l,t;(m ". 
Smith. The address 15 

ASP, t!atiqn~l :,~~:r~t~ge :A~~E:ss.qie.nt Study,
':' r.} . ' '! .. '" .. t4, ~~.c/~:'~q,~~'S~·rYice;s~, : ','q!'''' " 

~,q,;,B,o.x .;,93) "+ ~ " . . . .', '.:' 
," ';." 

~ ~:.; " ,I .t ;:', ~ 
:'.1. 	 : 'l'~' c'A,Y:tr;t',~}jt:.~,OtJ1.l;h: ''yif:l'' 3053:: , ' .;" 

. .:~;, 	 ~. .~ ... !;" '., .~ 

, ' ",' ,'" '. .,-~'~:" Jca&i?S" CONTACTS'· 'd .' ,'" "". 
Secret.,tirY." 'Gr,aham l-toI:~-1son, :60 'LenthallStiKensington 2033". 
Treasurer. RiChard Guy, c/- Guides' Office, Jenolari' CaVes 2790 .. 
Museum. Sandra Martyn, 94 Glebe Point Rd, Glebe 2037.(6600000) 
Membersh~p. Helen Culley, c/- PO, Jenolan Caves 2790. 
Newsletter .. Ian Sefton, 30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 2063. 
Smoke Concerts. Sandra Heaney, 6 Beale St, Coal Point 2203. 
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NOVEMBER GENERAL MEETING 
The next general meeting will be held in Jenolan Caves 

'1 House at 8-30 PM on 
Saturday 13 November 1976. 

Members with research work in progress or with hobby 
horses to ride are invited to give progress report~. The 
society also needs to clarify its attitudes to the Jenolan 
Caves Master Plan and to plans for the National Estate. 

Another important issue is how we are to raise money 
to build a proper museum. 

This meeting is your chance to participate - don't leave 
it all to the heavies on the committee. 

Supper is served at meetings. If you wish to have dinner 
in Caves House before the meeting it is a good idea to book 
in advance (phone Jenolan Caves 3). 

Committee Meeting 
The committee will meet in the Jenolan Caves School at 4 PM on 

Saturday 13 November. 

SMOKE CONCERT 
The Smoke Concert held last October long weekend was a 

financial success but suffered from a lack pf entertainers and 
the unruly behaviour of a minority of visitors. 

of 
as 

Steak sandwiches were on sale resulting in a net profit 
$64.71. The Society's thanks go to chef Rawlinson as well 
helpers Bill Buckley and Ernie Holland. 

The raffle of the slide case was won by Michael Derkenne. 
The raffle raised $45.60 and another $35.59 was found in the 
hat. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Treasurer Dick Guy reports a good response to the advice 

in the last NEWSLETTER, but there are still some members who 
have not yet coughed up. Please check and write cheque if 
necessary. 
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RESEARCH OFFICER'S REPORT 
1975-76 

During the twelve months that I have been the research 
officer for this society, I feel some gains have been-made. 

I inherited many problems that have been prevalent with 
this society since it was formed several years ago. I have 
endeavoured to sort out many of the problems, and many of the 
problems have begun to sort themselves, as I believe time will 
tell. 

A number of people have come forward with specific 
information that is beneficial to our society. A tremendous 
amount of follow-up work is now needed. 

It i~ interesting to note that major identities of Jenolan 
Caves' earlier years have been linked up with during 1975-76. 
It was some time ago that one of our inaugural members had an 
interview with the family of Mr Oliver Trickett. This 
information is yet to be brought forward for furthel;' res~arc.h. 
Mrs K. Robey, daughter of eminent Jenolan historian Mr Ward L. 
Havard, has been in contact with JCH&PS and intended to become 
a member of the society. Mrs Dunlop had sent a parcel which 
contains various papers and notes that pertain to Jenolan. 

Some people have sought information from the society 
regarding tracing their own family histories. These enquiries 
are beneficial to the society in so much as they draw attention 
to specific areas of Jenolan history that otherwise could have 
been overlooked for some time. A recent example is Mrs J. 
Webster's belief that her paternal grandparents, named Kennedy, 
were keepers of the Jenolan accommodation house prior to 
Government's taking control. Another example is Mrs Sharp of 
Oberon who believes she could be a descendant of the Wilson 
family. She has, as recently as 11th August 1976, given to me, 
on behalf of our society, a ptereoscopic viewer and 48 
stereoscopic views of Jenolan Caves area, taken by the 
photographer Mr J. Rowe. I presume the photographs were taken 
in the 1880's or thereabouts. 

At the present I am in the process of listing all contacts 
that have been made with Jenolan over the recent years. This 
listing incorporates names, addresses and whatever historical 
link the person may have with Jenolan. 

My future intentions were to compile a year by year 
account of the yenolan histories where possible. I look forward 
to the ensuing year's bearing us results for our continued 
efforts even though some years are complete blanks. 

At this stage I would like to suggest that from time to 
time, if it were possible, we produce a history sheet of Jeno~an 
that could be published and distributed to our members. 

continued on page 3 

! 
I• 
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OCCASIONAL PAPERS 
Occasional paper 2, Noel Rawlinson's account of the 

discovery of Imperial Cave, is being reprinted in a new edition 
by Bill Clegg and should be available soon. 

Ian Driscoll's paper on the Binoomea cut will be the next 
paper to be published. We have had trouble finding suitable 
illustrations for this paper but Ben Nurse informs us that he 
now has some. . 

Please note that all mail orders for publications should 
now be sent to the Assistant Treasurer, Phil Maguire, at 

58 Eastern Ave, 
Kingsford 2032. 

Occasional papers are 50 cents each plus postage and packing 
(20¢). 

JOHN LUCAS 
Noel Rawlinson has had his paper on John Lucas printed 

privately and is offering copies at $1.00 each. Please note 
that this is not an official society publication, so orders 
and enquiries should be sent direct to Noel, c/- Guides' 
Office, Jenolan Caves 2790. 

MUSEUM MINDERS WANTED 
Do remember that we run a sma+l museum in the old post 

office building and that it doesn't look after itself. Members 
are still needed to open the museum, particularly at weekends 
and in school holidays. 

The society is prepared to reimburse expenses for 
travelling to Jenolan, up to $9 per day. 

Volunteers should contact our museum supervisor, Ernie 
Holland, at Jenolan. A form, for your convenience, is 
included with this NEWSLETTER. Sydney enquiries to the 
Secretary, Graham Morrison on phone 41 7741. 

RESEARCH OFFICER'S REPORT - from page 2. 

I invite members to come forward with any information 
whatsoever which they feel could be of value or interest to 
this society and the piecing together of our heritage. 

R. NewbouZd 14/8/76 
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MUSEUM REPORT 
The m~seUm was opened on 110 days during the year ended 

30 June 1976. The number of visitors was less than that 
expected, especially over the last few months. After adjusting 
revenue to allow for the cost of saleable items and deducting 
attendants' expenses the net surplus was $146.18. Revenue was 
less than attendants' expenses on 34 days. Expenses were 
donated back to the society, either fully or in part, on seven 
occasions. 

Since May we have had three new operators at the museum. 
All report having a great time once the newness had worn off. 
Four other people have expressed an interest in giving it a go. 
Their chance is rapidly approaching. Our main problem lies in 
the making of definite arrangements; most people are unable to 
make long-term appointments. Looking after the museum must be 
planned ahead and this can sometimes be difficult to do. 

Our recent active members have been Bill Buckley and his 
young son, Richard Stacey and Peter Wellings. During the week 
Sandra Heaney and May Ebberton have occasionally opened the 
museum. My thanks and appreciation of their help go to all 
these members. 

Visitors comments remain the same as previously mentioned; 
among them are : 

steps down from the road at the side of the P.O., 
display of the plans for the new building, 
further information sheets, 
more occasional papers, 
more photographs for sale. 

The majority of visitors are extremely interested in the 
history of Jenolan and the most popular photos are still the 
skeleton, boats in the River Cave and those showing caving 
parties. 

A recent suggestion which, if implemented, should prove 
successful is to hand out a printed invitation sheet to visitors 
at the entrances to the car parks. (This suggestion has been 
considered by the committee and, in the light of previous experience and 
the probable litter problem, has be~n shelved. Ed.) 

Recently received from Mr Peters of Rose Bay is a photo
copy of a paper about our Post Office. This is an extremely 
interesting document, presented by courtesy of the historical 
section of Australia Post. (This paper was read at an early 
meeting of the Society. We hope to publish it, with the permission of 
the Post Office, as an occasional paper. Ed.) 

Sandra Martyn 14/8/76 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE TREASURER'S REPORT 
For the year ending 30 June 1976 

INCOME EXPENDITURE 
$ $ $ $ $ 

MEMBERSHIP ADMINISTRATION 
Ordinary 280.00 Secretarial expenses 
Family 357.00 Postage 15.19 
Student 32.00 Stationery 15.12669.00 

Newsletter 43.75SALES 
Telephone 	 0.40 74.46Occasional papers 490.90 

Newsletters 10.20 Treasurer's Expenses 
Pamphlets 0.05 Postage 26.65 
Badges 28.00 Telephone 2.40 
Slides 26.05 Telegrams 4.20 
Postcards 206.30 Stationery 9.48 
Souvenir Photocopying 4.00 46.73envel opes 123.40 

884.90 Membership Secretary
II expenses 3.71ADMISSIONS 

Research Officer'sI Museum 	 648.54 
expenses 	 3.63,I Smoke Concerts . 55.80 	 128.53 

704.34 
MUSEUM 


DONATIONS Display 
 164.50 
Competitionlticket Attendant's expenses 936.00sa es 95.00 

Insurance 149.90J. Dunkley 18.00 1250.40 
C. Gray 	 3.50 PUBLICITY 
S. Heaney 27.00 Postcard display 5.95 
Sundry 41.83 

185.33 	 FUNCTIONS 
Smoke concerts 5.75BANK INTEREST 	 23.23 
Competition tickets 24.36 30.11 

COMMISSIONS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS

Spele&5~~ic~lp ca ~ons (net) 3.26 R.A.H.S. 17.50 

MISCELLANEOUS 	 REVENUE ITEMS 
Proviston for Occasional papers 350.00pos age 2.26 

Postcards 	 125.00Credit balances 1.15 
3.41 Souvenir envelopes 


'J Envelopes 31.86 

Stamps 70.00 101.86 

Badges 56.95 633.81 

TOTAL REVENUE 2473.47 TOTAL EXPENDITURE 	 2066.30 

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD 550.25 BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD 957.42 
3023.72 3023.72 

R.F.Guy Honorary Treasurer 
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'OFF I CE 'BEARERS ,,;]:9:7,6-,;] 'J 

Patron : Ald. H.G Coates 
President B.S. Nurse 
Vice Presidents W.J. Buckley, J.R. Dunkley
Secretary G. Morrison 
Assistant Secretary B. Welch 
Treasurer : R.F. Guy 
Assistant Treasurer P.M. Maguire 
Membership Secretary Mrs H. Culley 
Curators : J.P. Callaghan, J.P. Culley 
Research Officer : R.L. Newbould 

oj •Representative of Dept of 
Tourism R.F. Tullett ;; ..l. 

Committee : Miss S. Heaney (publicity), ,'\ 

.. !E.A. Holland (museum), 

Miss S. Martyn, K.J. Oliver, 

I.M. Sefton, N.W. Sims, 

R.M. Stacey (asst research officer) 

Trustees Ald. W.R. Clegg, D. Bryant, 
W.F. Heiron 

PUBLICITY - SMOKE CONCERT REPORT 
As it was felt generally by the committee that printing of 

programmes outweighed the profits we have done away with them 
and at the January concert this year we passed the hat around. 
Financial gain was equal to that when selling programmes, so 
in future no more programmes will be printed and Smoke Concert 
finances will be by donation only. 

In vain I have once again contacted many newspapers and 
radio stations. The only success I have had has been with the 
Blue Mountains Gazette and the Hawkesbury Courier. 

We received a letter from the Australia Folk Lore Council 
who are interested in participating in Smoke Concerts. 

Sand~a Heaney August 1976 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Paid to 30/6/76 Paid to 30/6/77 Total 

Student 8 3 11 
Family 25 20 4S 
Single 32 22 54 

65 45 110 
H. Culley August 1976 

ADDRESSES 

Treasurer, Membership Secretary: c/- P.O. Jenolan Caves 2790. 

Secretary: 60 Lenthall st, Kensington 2033. 

Assistant Treasurer: 58 Eastern Ave, Kingsford 2032. 

Newsletter: 30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 2063. 


,'. I 
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FEBRUARY MEETING 

The next general meeting will be held in Jenolan Caves 
House at 8-30 PM on 

Saturday 12 February 1977 

John Callaghan will give a talk, illustrated with slides 
and sound effects, on 

Pollution - Jenolan and Overseas. 

This talk will be based on John's re.cent overseas trip 
during which he visited caves·in the united States, Britain, 
Belgium and Austria. 

Please note that the talk will commence not later than 
9-00 PM; any unfinished business will be concluded after 
supper. 

If you intend to have dinner at Caves House before the 
meeting it is a good idea to book early at the reception desk 
(phone Jenolan Caves 3). 

Committee Meeting. The committee will meet at 4-00 PM on 
12 February in the Jenola~ Caves school. 

MEETING DATES FOR 1977 
Notice is hereby given that the general meetings will be 

held on the following dates during 1977 

Saturday 12 February, 
Saturday 7 ~-1ay, 
Saturday 13 August (Annual General Meeting) , 

and Saturday 12 November. 
Please note that the May meeting is one week earlier than usual, 
in order to avoid the school holiday rush at Jenolan. 

JENOLAN POSTMASTERS 
Last year we reported that Mr Tom Feibig was the first postmaster 

at Jenolan since 1914. Mr W.F. Heiron has informed us that this is 
incorrect; a Mr Millington was postmaster following Miss Walsh's 
term as postmistress. 
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RESEARCH OFFICER'S REPORT November 1976 

Early in September of this year I received a letter from 
a woman who claims to be a grand-daughter of the Hon. Sydney 
Smith. Mrs Spring also enclosed his obituary which I have 
returned as requested. I wish to tender a photostat copy of 
the obituary to this meeting so that it can be of research use 
to this society in the future. 

Another valuable meeting I have had in September of this - ~ 
year was with a Mrs Gillen, who is a grand-daughter of Mr John 
Beaumont Youdale. Mr Youdale wrote an account of Jenolan Caves 
in 1879. Mrs Gillen resides in England and indicated to me 
that she intends to forward all references that would be of 
interest to this society. This may take a lot of time. 

Other information I am seeking for the period ]880-]890 is 
of the J.D.Brown family. If any person can give any information 
on this name I would appreciate it gratefully. 

R. NewbouZd. 
Sydney Smith was Member for Bathurst in the NSW Legislative 

Assembly from 1894 to 1898. In 1889, while MLA for East 
Macquarie,he became Minister for Mines in the last Parkes 
Government. He was Member for Macquarie in the first Common
wealth Parliament and became Postmaster General in the Reid-
McLean Government, 1904-05. He died in 1934. Ed. 

SMOKE CONCEATS AND OTHER EVENTS 
Following the socially disastrous Smoke Concert last 

October, the Manager has withdrawn approval for these events. 
The committee agreed with this decision and is now considering 
plans for other social activities and entertainments in which 
members can get together without attracting the larrikin 
element. 

One proposal is to run a series of film and slide evenings 
at Caves House. The first of these, put on for the guests in 
Caves House, and organised with the help of society members, 
was held during the Christmas-New Year h6lidays. 

Many other activities could be organisedi for example a 
family picnic day and cave inspections for members. If you 
have any ideas why not contact one of the committee members at 
Jenolan or ring the secretary. If you are prepared to organise 
something yourself, let the editor know so that we can advertise 
it in this NEWSLETTER. 
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FUND RAISING 
The' committee has been considering for some time the 

possibility of holding an art union in order to raise funds 
for our projected museum building. This would require some 
changes to our constitution, which have been drafted by Ben 
Nurse and will be put to a special general meeting if the 
proposal goes ahead. 

Any members who have experience in running art unions, or 
have advice or help to offer, should contact the president, 
Ben Nurse at 11 Nelson Parade, Hunters Hill 2110, phone 
(02) 89 0115. 

EXTRACT FROM THE TREASURER'S REPORT Nov 1976 

Financial Statempnt for Period 1/7~76 to ~76 

RECEIPTS 	 EXPE!lt [TIJRE 

IvfEtvllER.SHIr: .t'tDMINBTF{;\TrON 
Ordinary - 140.00 Secretarla1 Exp3nses - 7).56I 

Family - 119.00 (Newsletter, Public.) 
Student 6 0 00 265.00 Tr~asurerls Expenses - 13.29 

I Cheque Book - 5.00 91.85 
SALFE. 
Occas. Papers' 23.50 HUSEUM' 
Newsletters 025 Display (F'rames ,etc) -217.62 
Badges 2 ..00 Attendants' EXD3. - 90.00 
Postcards 4.40 tnsur~nce (Vol'. ~','krs)- 92.75 400.37 
Slides 2.15 
Souv. Env. -~OO 61.30 

ADMISSIONS REVENUE ITFMS 
Museum 52.31 Souv. Env. - S-~amps - 2.2..00 25.00 

DONATIONS 
W. Buckley - 36.00 
H. Fiebig 	 6.00 
N. Hiles 	 - 20.00 
J. Oliver 9.100 
Sundry 5,12 76.12 

MISCF,T,LANF:OUS 
Gross Sales Speleo. I 
PublicAtions - 2).50 23.50 I 

TOTAL RECF:IPI'S 	 $ 478.23 .TOTAL EXPEN,': !TURF: $ 517.22 

F/IIANCE BROUGHT FORi-lARD 	 ~- 957 • It? iI BAL.'t}lCE c,unTED FORWAR.D 

~lQ?·65 ' 


http:krs)-92.75
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ANY OLD LAMPS ? 
The society has acquired a new member, Mr F. stewart, 

who is curator of the Ferrowatt Electrical Museum, Great 
Western Highway, Faulconbridge. This museum contains over 
5000 items (lamps,radio valves, fittings, components etc.). 
The earliest lamp in the collection is an Edison dating 1882. 

Mr Stewart is interested in obtaining duplicates from 
other collections and has offered assistance in dating and 
identifying old lamps found at Jenolan. 

The first time a cave was lit electrically at Jenolan, 
and probably also the first time in the world, was on 22 July 
1880 when E.C. Cracknell installed temporary lights in the 
Margarita Cavern, a section of Chifley Cave. In 1884 arrange
ments were made with Cracknell for the installation of lights 
in other parts of the caves. This work was well under way by 
1886 when a stearn driven generator was installed in ~he Grand 
Arch. The lighting of the Imperial Cave was completed in 
January 1887. 

In 1889 Cracknell and J.S. Fitzmaurice supervised the 
purchase and installation of a new dynamo capable of running 
100 lamps. By 1890 a new dam had been completed and the 
erection of a water-powered Leffel wheel to drive the dynamo 
was completed in May when the dynamo was connected to the 
Imperial Cave circuit. 

In 1893 a new dynamo, to run the lights in the Lucas Cave, 
was purchased, cables were laid to the mouth of the cave and the 
Leffel wheel was moved to a new site. The lighting of Lucas 
Cave, consisting of six arc lamps and 70 incandescent lamps, 
was completed in June and July of 1894 by Mr Fitzmaurice and 
an assistant. 

During this time magnesium lighting was still being used 
in many parts of the caves and in 1900 an acetylene lamp was 
tested, but it was found to be objectionable. In the same 
year a new magnesium lamp was found to be successful. 
Acetylene lighting was not completely abandoned: it was used 
for a concert in the Grand Arch in 1901. 

F.J. Wilson continued with the installation of electric 
lights. He did the wiring in the Mafeking Cave (part of Lucas 
Cave), which was opened in 1902, by himself. 

By 1904 the Leffel wheel, which had done 13 years service, 
needed repairs. Its water supply was improved by the 
construction of the darn, which impounds the Blue Lake, in 1908. 

continued on page 5 
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MUSEUM MINDERS 

The society always needs volunteers to open the old post 
office museum. Members who travel to Jenolan for this purpose 
may be reimbursed up to $9 per day for personal expenses but 
we don't mind if you do if you do it for nothing. Expenses 
are paid for the important opening times of school holidays 
and weekends. 

Please contact museum supervisor, Ernie Holland, c/
Guides' Office, Jenolan Caves. Telephone enquiries can be 
directed to Graham Morrison on (02) 41 7741. 

SNIPPETS 
Mr Heiron has made a coffe table which he has donated to 

the Society. It will be the prize in our next raffle. 

A time switch has been acquired for the floodlights which 
illuminate the old post office. 

The Soc ty thanks Neil Miles for a donation of $20. 

In November our membership records were as follows: 

Financial to 1976 to 1977 Total 
Family 16 29 45 
Single 22 35 57 
Student 7 4 11 
Total 45 68 113 

Did you see the write-up on Jenolan in Ansett's 
magazine Panopama last year? John Callaghan acquired some 
extra copies. 

CONTACTS 
Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Museum Supervisor: 

c/- Guides' Office, Jenolan Caves 2790. 

Secretary (mailing address only) : 
60 Lenthall St, Kensington 2033. 

Assistant Treasurer (publications); 
58 Eastern Ave, Kingsford 2032. 

Newslet·ter: 30 Lower Cliff Ave, NorthbridgE 2063. 

ANY OLD LAMPS ? (from page 4) 

Electric lighting was not installed in Caves House until 
1916. In 1917 a new power statio~ was commencedi it was 
completed in 1920. 

The rot set in in 1936 when neon light!: we::e installed in 
the Lucas Cave. I.M.S. 
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Jenola,n 
plan to 
boost 

I toltPism I 

nlC Federal Govern

ment should aid N~'Y. in , 
plans to develop Ienolan 
Caves as a tourist resort 

. I'?,.J<;tJ:.\)J.tI?:~"l~e:i!~flO.1ra~~(' ,
:>;,peop e .sp"nwuJr"~",,wcnr 


holidays overseaii; the 

Slate Minister for Tour

ism. Mr Booth" said~c:s-
terday. .~...".. 

Mr Bootll !laid the 
NSW Government wac; 
planning 10 spend up 10 
$4 million to develop 
Jenoian, Caves into II 
tourist attraction capable 
of attracting visitors from 
interstate and overseas. 

However, the State 
Government's ptan~ could 
be delayed ullless Federal 
aid was granted to the 
project. 

Mr Booth said Cabinet 
had approved plans fOf II 
$2.2 million cable car, a 
$ 1.9 m'illion information 
centre and the provision 
of luxury and low cost 
llccommodation al the 
Caves House. 

All the work would b~ 
subject to an environ
mental study. 

"However, $4 million 
i~ ;J lot of money for a 
Slale Government to 
~pend on II tounM attrac
tion, so I think the 
Fed e l" a I Government 
should' be asked to help,", 
Mr Booth said. 

]\'1 r Booth said action 
had to be taken to turn 
the trend of Australian 
tourists spellding their 
money overseas rather 
1han on visits to attrac
tions within their own 
country. 

Late Mr Rod Murdoch 
Mr R E Murdoch, who died in Sydney on 

8 September at the age of 52 had been 
Director of TOUrism from Dec:mber 1968 
until his death, and held other important " 

positions In the tounst industry. 

His distinguished career included war 
service, long service with both the Department 
of Education and Department of Tounsm 
and association with communlt), servic~ 
organisations. 

Mr Murdoch was a Bachelor of Arts 
(Sydney University) and Master of Arts 
(University of California, Berkeley, USA), and 
held the Diploma of Physical Education 
(Sydney University). 

He served with the AIF in World War II 
(1942-46), and was in the Citizen Militarv 
Forces (1947·61) with the Sydney University 
Regiment, where he rose to be second-ln
command. 

Important positions in the lOunst industry 
held by ,"ir Murdoch were; Member of th~ 
Australian Tourist Commission 1973·75; 
Board Member of the Australian National 
Travel Association (ANTAl from 1969 until 
his death; J\1ember of the Board of Directors 
of the Pacific Area Travel Association from 
1972-74 and Chairman of [lATA's Australian 
Chapter from 1973; and Member of the 
American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) 
and Chairman of the Executive Committee for 
the Society'S 1971 Congress, held in Sydney. 

He was also;1 member of the Sydney Rotary 
Club, the National Fitness Council of New 
Somh Wales, the ImperiJI Services Club ~nd 
the SKAL Club of Sydney. 

There were .. numher of very important 

de,'clopments within the fOunst mdustTy in 

New S"tlth W.lks while Mr Murdoch was 

Dire4.:hH. 


These mduded the sulmdv scheme to assISt 

Regional TOUrist ASSOClatlo;lS m the State: the 

JppOilltlIlent of Regional Tourism Liaison 

OffiCNS in various Regi"ns of the State; 

legislallllT1 to license rr,lYel .lgents, and 

pcndll1g legisi<lt1<l1l to assist with Wlirlst 

development; and the openmg oi the NS \X' 

Governmem Travel Centre in Adelaide Jnd 

the NSW Goverllnlcnt TUllrl~t InfnrmarHHl 

Centres III Albury and Tweed Heads, 


i\\r Murdoch is survived bv l\,lrs Murdoch, 

four children (three of them married) and two 

grandchildren, 


From COMPASS 
Nov. 1976 

S.M.H. 22 Nov. 1976 
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MAY MEETING POSTPONED 

The meeting, previously advertised for 7 May, has been 
• ~1 postponed untia 8-30 PM on 

Saturday 28 May 1977. 

The reason ~or this is to avoid the school holidays 
following a request from the management to do- so. Unfortunately 
the committee musf have been asleep when we set the meeting 
a week earlier than usual - we should have made it two weeks 
later. Our apologies to members who have been inconvenienced. 
As compensation, "at the deferred meeting, we offer you the 
well-known speleologist and president of JCH&PS, Mr Ben Nurse 
in a talk entitled 

CAVE DIVING. 

Ben's recorded interest in cave diving can be traced back 
to 1952 when a party from Sydney University Speleological 
Society dived in the lower river level of Jenolan's Nam:rnoth Cave. 
On October 9-10 1954 a joint SSS - SUSS party made the first 
successful penetration, 150 ft, of the upstr"eam syphon in 
Imperial Cave. To find out the rest of the story you will 
have to come to the meeting, which will be held as usual in 
Jenolan Caves House. 

Committee Meeting 
As usual, the committee will meet at JenolanCaves school.., ' 

at 4-00 PM on 28 May. 

NATIONAL ESTATE A D NATIONAL TRUST 

At its February meeting the committee decided to nominate 
the Jenolan Caves area for inclusion in the register of the 
National Estate being compiled by the National Heritage 
Commission. 

We also decided to ask the National Trust to consider 
classifying three structures, Caves House, the engineer's 
cottage and the limestone bridge. The suggestion to classify 
Caves House had been raised a few years ago but had apparently 
been forgotten. 
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JENOLAN CAVES MASTER PLAN 

INTRODUCTION 

The Jenolan Caves Master Plan Report, dated April 1975, 
was prepared by the Special Projects Section of the Government 
Archi tect' s office, Department -of Public 'Norks. The report is 
presented in two volumes, of which I have seen only volume 1 
containing the report itself; volume 2 contains appendices. 

The report consists of seven sections : 
1. Introduction, 
2. The Site, 
3. Existing Administration Policy, 
4. Planning Principles, 

5 • Review of Administration Policy, 

6. The Master Plan, 
7. IITlplementation. 

Sections 1 to 3 are mainly descriptive and will not be summarised 
here; our main interest is in the principles and recommendations 
of the plan. 

PLANNING PRINCIPLES 

The plan is based on the recognition of the Jenolan Caves 
area as a major tourist asset and also on its importance as 
part of the national estate. Economic viability is also 
considered to be important. The report states 

the first aim of management and planning principles should be 
directed at the conservation of the integrity and diversity of the 
geological features and life systems associated with the caves for 
these have aesthetic~ recreational~ educational and scientific values. 

Conservation .. 
Conservation principles include recognition of the surface 

reserve area as a place for activity by vis~tors and also as 
a buffer zone which can be managed to prevent rollution of the 
caves. Development of new caves for public inspection should 
be suspended until methods of controlling pollution can be 
established. Items of historical interest should be preserved 
provided that this does not conflict with other aims. 

Education 

Educational sessions~ using modern equipment and techniques with 
trained personnel in aperQpriate buildings are a neces8ary part 
of future development Lfor school and university groupsJ. 

Similarly~ there is a need for a centre where the general public 
can seek information .... by displays~ phOt08~ map8 and mode 
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Recreation 
The development of recreational f~cil~ties is ne~essary~ not to 
induce more visitors~ .... but pr~mar~ly to prov~de necessary 
associated facilities and alternative activity outlets to help 
relieve peak congestion visitation loads from within the caves. 

Research 

Scientific research is necessary both for conservation and 
for the maximum use of the tourist attraction. Accommodation, 
workshops and storerooms will be needed for research workers. 

General Principles for Public Use 

During periods of high visitation the use of motor vehicles 
within the reserve will be restricted to guests staying at Caves 
House and other authorised people. Much of the area now used 
for parking will be used for new accommodation and service 
buildings and for day-visitor facilities . 

. The reserve is to be divided into three zones for different 
intensities of use. 

A high intensity zone contains the immediate vicinity of 
Caves House and a visitor reception area at the top of Five Mile 
Hill. 

The medium intensity area includes the hinterland of Caves 
House. The system of paths is to be extended and picnic 
facilities will be provided. There should be no new service 
roads. 

The low intensity zone is the remainder of the reserve 
which is regarded as a buffer zone for conservation purposes. 

Fire Plan 

The principal objectives of the fire plan, prepared by 
an officer of the Forestry Commission, c:... re :

a) to prevent uncontrolZG2 fires .> 

b) to develop the controlled use of fire in order to reduce 
fuel quantities . ... ~ 

c) to fully maintain the existing system of roads> trails and breaks~ 
d) to assist and encourage the development of further trails and 

breaks .... .> 

e) to provide a basic fire-fighting force ... ~ 
f) to promote and encourage fire awareness .... ~ 
g) to re-inforce and to assist in the co-ordination of efforts of 

the Forestry Comm1:ssion ... etc .. 
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The plan proposes a system of controlled burning,in autumn 
and winter, along trails and breaks not more than 3 chains wide. 
Snag felling of trees previously damaged by phasmids and wild 
fires should be carried out in strips at least I chain wide 
adjacent to roads, trails, breaks and houses. 

Cave Exhibits 

The carrying capacity of the caves can be increased by 
re-opening three old show caves : Arch/Nettle, Elder and Jersey. 
It may also be increased by devising methods of reducing 
deterioration caused by visitors and by the construction of 
improved paths, steps and viewing platforms. 

The effects of artificial elements, such as stairs, 
concrete paths and electrical cables, on the cave environment 
(e.g. water flow and growth of formation) should be investigated. 
Until such research is completed, new facilities in the caves 
should make minimum contact with the cave. 

Such a system would consist of modular component parts~ ... that could 
be assembled and disassembled as required to form paths~ viewing 
platforms and stair structures. They would stand on adjustable 
height legs .... with minimum physical attachment to cave surfaces 
and [would] be of chemically inert materials. Electrical services 
and path lighting would be a concealed integral part of the 
components ... . 

Display lighting would be fed from the walkway structures and may 
even be supported on poles or cantilever beams from them. 
Attempts at concealment by the burying of cable within the caves' 
surface shall be discontinued. 

The new aesthetic philosophy .... intentionally visually separates 
natural and artificially introduced elements~ the one an organic 
varying free-form structure, the other orderly, geometrical neat and 
consistent and not detracting from the cm.les hy U1~successfuUy 
attempting to blend. 

General Principles of Landscape Design 

The area around Caves House ~ust be hard paved. Garden 

areas around the house will use colourful exotic trees and 

shrubs, in order to preserve historical associations and to 

blend with the pseudo-English buildings. Deciduous trees will 

admit sunlight in winter. 


outside the Caves House precinct all exotic plants will 

be eliminated and replaced with locally indigenous plants. 
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REVIEW OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY 

A teohnioal and soientifio researoh and advisory oommittee is to be 
established to investigate the full impaot of aZl polioy deoisions 
to give guidanoe in the formulation of polioy. Suoh a oommittee 
would inolude representatives of the Trust, the Department of 
Tourism, management, speleoZogists, oonservationists, guiding staff, 
relevant speoialist scientists and [the] pubZio, .. 

Additional staff will ~e required for field research , 
rangers and gardening. 

The Caves will not be required to make an annual profit. 

THE MASTER PLAN 

Reception and Information Centre 

A reception and information centre, together with a car 
park, cable-car station, picnic areas and caravan park will be 
constructed on flat to undulating land near the top of Five 
Mile Hill. The road will be diverted through the car park 
but will remain a public road through to the caves. However, 
drivers who proceed through will be warned that parking is 
not available at the caves, except on certain off-peak days. 

The reception and information centre will include a ticket 
office and an automated display hall where visitors can 
be occupied while waiting for the cable car. The picnic areas 
will relieve pressure on the f~cilities at the caves. 

Cable Car 

The pr'oposed route of the cable car is a straight line 
from the reception centre to the caves. It follows the ridge 
and the old six-foot track for about half the distance and 
then descends rapidly into McKeown's Valley. The lower terminal 
will be located on the present bus-parYing area beside the 
post office. 

The report includes a comparative ana i..'~ of cable-car 
and mini-bus transport. The reasons for favouring the cable 
car are summari 

It provides an exoiting drawoard mode of transpo~t. 


It can be made profitable. 

Safety relies on meohanioal funotion only and not on human judgement 


in acdition. 
The maintenance is related to mechanical funotion only and not 

other items .... 
It does not involve the major praotioal limitations of staffing. 
It initially provides an adequate oarrying oapaoity and the 

capaoity oan be modified to daily demands and inoreased to cater 
for future demands. 
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Caves House Precinct 

The cable-car terminal, ticket office, guides' office, 
kiosk, first-aid room and locker rooms will be located on an 
elevated deck opposite the existing guides' office and ticket 
office. The ground level will be predominantly a pedestrian 
area with an outdoor restaurant. The speed of through traffic 
will be limited by law and by sett paving within a narrow road. 

Car park no. 2, near the existing tennis courts, will be 
retained for week-day visitors. Car park no.l will be converted 
to a games area, child-minding centre and adventure playground. 
Picnic and barbecue facilities will be provided on a riverside 
walk upstream of the old car park. 

Further picnic facilities will be provided by a communal 
barbecue and long banquet (sic) tables beside the Blue Lake. 

Service and Staff Buildings 

Existing service and staff buildings behind Caves House 
will be removed and replaced by a new set of buildings on the 
area occupied by car park no.3 (the report says no.l, but the 
plans show no. 3). 

Caves House 

The area freed from service buildings shall be used for guests' car 
parking at ground level and~over this~terraced levels of dormitory 
and family unit accommodation [will be builtJ. Common rooms shall be 
located and glazed to catch available sun~ draped to provide evening 
warmth and some shaU be capable of use as seminar areas. 

Part of the ground floor of Caves House shall be used as a small 
museum~ library and specialised information rooms. A theatre shall 
be provided. 

Caves House guest }'ooms shall be retain"2d abr)1}g the general level of 
activ1:ties but there:. shall be a general upgl·CC.,:'r,q of accommodation 
standards. Some rooms shan be converted to rrov~;de more and higher 
quality en-suite bathroom facilities. 

Caves House Hinterland 

Below the Blue Lake the pedestrian path shan be ... developed into 
a circular l":lalk. The hydro-electric generators BhaU be rehoused to 
permit external viewing... . Limited tent cam;Jing by organised 
groups may be permitted on the old pig farm site 

The tracks through the McKeown's Valley to karst ~xndscape features 
shall be developed and adequately signposted .... Although a plan 
for the re-intl~oduction of native animal.e; to the area would be 
encouraged the animal enclosure as a display f 'flture would be 
disbanded. No development is proposed within McKeown's Valley 
for this area is the drainage area that feeds the caves. 
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Pedestrian Paths 

More walking tracks, providing round trips, will be 
constructed using natural materials and signs will encourage 
people to keep to the tracks. 

Roads and Transport 

Although the existing main road will remain,it is proposed 
tha t access via the zig- zag. road from Oberon will be closed 
after the improvement of the road to Hampton. 

A standing area for setting down and picking up passengers 
will be provided near the post office on days when car park 
no.2 is used. 

One or two mini-buses will be provided for people unable 
to use the cable car. 

Cave Exhibits 

The re-opening of the Arch and Nettle Caves will provide 
an additional high-capacity alternative to the Lucas Cave. 
If a natural connection between Nettle Cave and the Arch tIs 
Studio in Chifley Cave were enlarged, a variety of different 
inspections, including a through tr~p, would be available. 

The re-opening of Elder Cave, for an inspection with a 
historical theme, is also proposed. 

For the 'genuine enthusiast', the unlit Jersey Cave may 
be re-opened. 

The report notes difficulties caused by crowding in the 
Lucas Cave and proposes limiting Lucas inspections to 70 
people, the present average size of a party. The size of 

ties in Imperial Cave should be reduced to 40. 

Services 

The report reviews existing water, electrical, sewerage, 
drainage, mechanical & heating, telephone, public address 
and garbage services and proposes various improvem~nts to 
cater for present and future needs. 

Kiosks, Concessions and Restaurants 

Only a souvenir shop will be provided at the reception 
and information centre, but it is suggested tha,;; outside 
enterprise may be allowed to provide a kiosk. pony rides and 
other concessions at the centre. 

Existing kiosk and Caves House dining facilities will be 
retained and an outdoor restaurant, barbecue meat sales area 
and new souvenir shop will be provided. 
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Toilets 

The men's toilet adjacent to the guides' office will be 
demolished, together with that office, and new toilets will be 
provided. The latrines in the Grand Arch will be removed and 
new ones will be built near the Blue Lake. 

Security and Staffing 

A resident ranger will be needed at the reception and . 
information centre. The self-service nature of much of the 
proposed additional accommodation means that the number of 
extra staff needed for Caves House will not'be great. The 
information centre and cable car will require only a small 
number of operating staff. 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Several of the recommendation's in the report can be" 
completed without affecting the complete master plan. These 
include the removal of exotic vegetation, a replanting 
programme, necessary improvements to the Arch/Nettle, Elder 
and Jersey Caves, and a number of essential services. 

COMMENTARY 

I have tried to give a fair summary of the main points 
of the Master Plan Report as far as they affect JCH&PS and 
the general public. This was not always easy since much of 
the report is written in a convoluted style beloved of public 
servants. See, for example, the quote on top of page 3. 

Some of the assumptions behind the plan may be doubted. 
Most notable of these, I think, is that a cable car will be a 
"drawcard". Some people will like it, but I imagine that many 
will not like being compelled to use it in order to get to the 
caves. And I am sure that many potential visitors will be 
scared stiff of the contraption. Other aspects of the transport 
system appear not to have been thought out: how, for example, 
will visitors get home when the cable car brec~s down or is 
closed due to high winds? 

It seems that the report was completed and presented to 
the government in a hurry. It could have been a much better 
report if the issues had been considered more thoroughly and 
if the public had been invited to comment on the draft before 
it was accepted, almost two years after the date on the report, 
by the new government, This report should be published in 
full and the government should defer major action until the 
recommendations have been publicly debated. 

Footnote: Passages printed in italics are direct quotations fro~ 
the report. 

Ian Sefton 
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RESEARCH REPORT FEBRUARY 1977 

The only worthwhile mention of previous histories since 
the November report is a letter received early in January 1977 
from A.E. Stedman, treasurer of Sutherland Shire Historical 
Society, He wrote to say that he has in his possession a book 
published in 1922 by Gullick, the Government Printer at the 
time. Mr Stedman has not indicated whether the book pertains 
to Jenolan Caves or not. . 

, Dur ing t'he""january tourist season Mr T. Wallace of 
Clovelly visited Jenolan-and showed Senior Guide, John Culley, 
a photograpnof horses and sulkies with family depicted. Mr 
Wallace's family came from the Bathurst district last century 
and this could be a worthwhile prospect for research. 

R. Newbould 

CURATORS' REPORT.- FEBRUARY 1977 

This quarter has been a quiet time for the curators. To 
continue the assessing of the historical items in the guides' 
office we are waiting on a supply of used envelopes. (Members, 
can you supply some? Ed.) 

We have received a pack of playing cards with the Broken 
Column on them. These were given by Barry Richards, who is a 
member of the society. 

John Callaghan 

At the February meeting John Callaghan al~o announced the 
acquisition of several other items, to wit : a copy of Frank 
Hurley's BZue Mountains and JenoZan Caves, a telephone tester 
to go with our pyramid switchboard (donated by Noel May), an 
old luggage tag and an old pay envelope. 

MUSEUM 

At the February meeting museum supervisor Ernie Holland 
reported that his main problem was with people who volunteer 
and don't turn up. Since then we have heard that museum 
minders are still scarce. Can you volunteer for a definite 
time and let Ernie know ? 

Thanks to Mr Heiron who has been busy again and made a 
display stand for our publications. And he has made us yet 
another coffee table to be raffled. Members \<.i-ho can sell 
tickets please contact Dick Guy at Jenolan. 

UNFINANCIAL MEMBERS: IF YOU DON'T PAY YOUR 1976-77 
SUBSCRIPTIONS PRONTO THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST NENSLETTER STOP 
WE CAN'T AFFORD TO KEEP SENDING IT STOP NEITHER CAN WE AFFORD 
TO LOSE YOU STOP PLEASE HELP BY SENDING MONEY TO MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY AT JENOLAN CAVES 2790 NON STOP THANKYOU. 
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t:.1.AP S FOR SALE 

~he society has been ~ppoint~d ~gent for the Central Mapping 
Authority Of NSW. Although you can bUy maps eleewhere you will help 
the society by buying them from us. No spaoe this time for a full list 
but contact the treasurer, Dick Guy, or his agent Keith Oliver, at Jenolan 
for detaile. .. , • 

l?ubliahed by Jenolan Caves Histori9,4J and Preservation Society/~'Jenolan 
Caves 2790. Edited by Ian Seftcn'/3,O.Lower Cliff lWe,Northbridqe 2063 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS NOW DUE 

Subscriptions for the year 1 July 1977 to 30 July 1978 
are now due. Please forward your renewals to 

The Membership Secretary 

Jenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Soc. 

c/- Guides I Office 

Jenolan Caves 2790 . 


Subscription rates are 
·'.S in9l~.memb.er. $ "5.'00 

Family ~memb€p::$hip . $ ~i .'0'0 
Full-time student $ 2.00 .. 

Some members have not yet paid their 1976-77 subscriptions 
and have officiall¥ ceased to be members. However we are 
sending this last NEWSLETTER because we donlt want to lose you. 
Crosses in the boxes below indicate which yearsl subscriptions 
you owed at 12 ~uly 1977. If you have paid since then please 
ignore this notice. " .. 

1976-77 subscription due 

1977-78 subscription due 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The annual general meeting of the society will be held in 

Jenolan Caves House at 8-30 PM on 

SATURDAY 13 AUGUST 1977 . 
Business inclJldes presentation of annual reports by various 
officers and the election of'a new committee~ a patron and 
three trustees.' Noinina't'ions must be in writing and wi;ll be 
received up to the time of the election. 

The committee consists of 

President, 

two vice presidents, 

treasurer and assistant treasurer, 

secretary and assistant secretary, 

membership secretary, 


(continued on page 2) 

http:in9l~.memb.er
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (from page 1) 

two curators, 

research officer, 

representative of the NSW Government Tourist Bureau, 

seven additional members. 


It has been customary for the annual general meeting to designate 
some of the additional committee positions as specific jobs, for 
example publicity officer, assistant research officer and museum 
supervisor. The committee also has the po\-ler to appoint sub
committees, so if you can help the society in any way at all p 
you should turn up and get yourself elected,or appointed to a 
sub-cornfl1i ttee . 

Discussion. 

Following the necessary business the meeting will be open 
for discussion. To get things started we suggest the followinq 
topic 

HISTORICAL CAVE TRIPS - ARE THEY FEASIBLE OR DESIRABLE? 
This is an idea which has been raised before but nothing came of 
it. Now ,the Jenolan Caves Haster Plan'Report has suggested the 
re-opening of s6me old tourist caV~s (~e~ this NEWSLETTER, April 
1977, page 7). We also publish in this issue a letter on the 
subject. 

Dinner. Dinner as usual at Caves House before the meeting 
provided that you remember to book; ring Jenolan Caves 3 or 
call at the reception desk early. 

Committee Meeting. 
The committee meets at 4-00 PM on Saturday 13 August in 

the Jenolan Caves school. 
.) 

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER 

Although the annual .statement of accounts has been prepared 
and sent for audit, it is not available for publication as we go 
to press. However our diligent treasurer, Dick Guy, provides 
some comments. 

The operation of the museum is a real problem that we have 
to find solutions for immediately. We were only able to open on 
37 days for the year in comparison with 110 days the previous 
year. However the society has maintained its overall solid 
financial position. The maps continue to be good sellers. We 
have some supplies of Mitchell's map of the colony and I am sure 
that there will be interest shown in this map. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
t have been talking to several Jenolan visitors and I have 

been thin~~ng over some ideasi perhaps other members would be 
interested in discussing them~ I wonder if sQme of the old 
tourist caves at Jenolan could not be used for historical and/or 
'adventurE; trips'. It' is acknowledged that the old caves are less 
beautiful than the present tou~ist 9aves. Therefore a visit in to 
them would have to offer something .different. 

There are many people who, having seen all 'the well-lit, 
well-paved tourist caves, would enjoy visiting (in a small group, 
with a guide) less'well-developed caves. Many, particularly 
family groups, do not want to join a speleological society, but 
would enjoy a challenge. I feel that the Tourist Bureau might 
consider runn;ing occasional visits to undeveloped caves - logically 
old tourist caves - as historical or adventure trips. Visitors 
could be instructed in advance to bring torches for an adventure 
tripi candles and. magnesium flares would be provided for 
historical visits. Even if such trips were run only occasionally 
(say, the first Saturday or Sunday of the month', and advertised) 
I am sure that they would be very popular. If groups' were kept 
small, then all members would be well cont~o11ed. Fees could well 
be much higher than those for conventional trips and visitors 
choosing such a visit will probably be interested in the aims 
and objectives of JCH&PS. 

It seems to me that a development of this sort, which costs 
nothing in capital expenditure,might offer a new dimension at 
Jenolan and could become an exciting and valid alternative to 
the 'rlorm<;tl' tourist v;iew,of the, deve.1oped caves. 

Ann Sefton 

MUSEUM DISPLAY FRAMES 

New display frames for photographs and documents have 
been made and donated by MrW.F. Heiron who installed them in 
the old post office museum on 28 May. Tpese frames, which allow 
qs to keep our exhibits behind glass, are a considerable 
improve~e~t to the museum. Thanks to Mr Heiron for his continued 
enthusiasm and support and to B~n·Nurse who organised the glass 
and the transport. 

NEW MEMBERS 

The soc;iety welcomes the following new members 

t.1iss June Heiron of Eastwood, 

Miss M.A. Merrell of Chelmer Qld, 

t.1s Kim Veilen of New Lambton, 

Ms Vicki Watkins of Stockton, 

Mr Robert Whyte of St Marys. 
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GUIDES' HONOUR ROLL 

Some time ago, in response to suggestions from several 
members, Mr W.F. Heiron made a board for an honour roll of Jenolan 
guides. At its last meeting your committee appointed a sub
committee to consider the difficult problem of which names might 
be placed on the board. Wi th the help of f.1r W. Brennan in the 
Dept of Tourism, Mr Heiron compiled a list of guides known to have 
worked at Jenolan.since about 1946, together with some earlier 
names. From this list the sub-committee has made a preliminary 
selection of twenty names for consideration. This list has been 
compiled using the. following criteria : 

(1) 	 include all chief or head guides, 
(2) 	 select well-known guides employed before 1946, 
(3) 	 include others with at least ten years service as 

a guide at Jenolan. 

The twenty names selected grew to 21 and are 

J. Wiburd 	 W. Hawkins 
G. Brown 	 J. Wilson 
A. Bradley 	 F. Wilson 
A. Tait J. Edwards. ' +. 


J, .. !~qs,;t,e.r ' " ) '>-, rR. t'13:a,i,l~y{ ..,. .,:':": "' ,
."
,C. Firbank 	 o. Batchel.der ,t: _('" 

F. ,Helly.ar 	 ·F. Harman 
J. Lucl)etti 	 R. Richardson 
J. OIConnor 	 J. CulleY 
B. Beckman 	 R. Newbould . 
L. Wilcox 

The 	board has space for about 64 names. 

The sub-committee wishes to emphasise that the list and the 
criteria used to select it are tentative only and requests anybody 
interested to suggest alternatives and additions. The sub-committee 
also intends to recommend that, whatever names go on the board, 
the names of all people who. hf\v,e.worked at Jenolan be inscribed 
in a book. T~erefore we are seeking information about all guides 
including thgse listed above. When supplying information please 
include the fql10wing detaiJ,~ if possible : 

(1) "flitl name, 
(2) period of service a~ a guide, including dates, 
(3)'1?E!ribd bf total service at Jenplan, including dates, 
(4) sh6rt biographical details. 

Information may be sent to 

Ian Sefton OR Ben Nurse 
30 Lower Cliff Av.e" 11 Nelson Parade 
Northbridge 2063 Hunters Hill 2110 
(phone Sydney 95 4562) (phone 89 0115) . 

http:Helly.ar
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CURATORS' REPORT r1A Y 1977 

Since the society's fast meeting we have received the 

following items. 


One black and wh~te photograph of Carlotta Arch taken 

approximately 50 years ago, from, ~.Ei":.f>'alling of Castle Hill. 


'Two colour prints produced by the Government Printer, 
one of the limestone bridge and Grand:Arch, the second of a 
section of the National Pass in the Blue Mountains. These were 
donated by Mr Liston of Tascott. He informe~d us that he worked 
in the ar~a for spme 40 years. When tJ'},ese plfQt;.pgraphs ,..rere 
received in the mail they were in a bent condition.

I Mr.Culley received a photostat copy of the discovery of 
Jenolan Caves as well as two photographs. One of these photos 
shows Jeremiah \'lilson with a group of people. The other shows 
a group of people in front-of .pld Caves House. These were 
donated by ~1r R. Booth· of 'East Lindfie.ld who is a descendant of 
the Whalan family •.... 

The curato~a have also received from the research officer 
an extract from the Australian Dictionary of Dates and Men of the 
Time cqncerning ,E,. C. Cracknell and his work on the Z'ig "Zag Railway. 

A photostat.copy on some history of the Webb family, from 
MrsR. "Anderson of St Ives. 

Five photographs of Jenolan from Mr R. Alberton pf Campsie. 

J.p.CalZaghdn 

RAFFlE - COFFEE TABLE 

" The indefatigable Mr Heiron has made,rs yet another 
coffee table which we are raffling. The draw was to have been 
a t the Ea s ter ,f i 1m night, which didn' t happen, so we in tend to 
do it at the anuual general meeting! Tickets are ayailab1e from 
treasurer Dick Guy at the Guides' Office. Please contact him 
for supplies and buy some yourself. 

i 

TOURIST B~REAU FILES 
. ,," '-'~ - -"'..,,~ ~ , 

Secretary Graham Morr i~on 11a:5' 'bee~ negotia.~.rng :with the 
Department of Tourism for access to thelr old correspondence 
files dea1in'g with the period from about Hl90 to the mid 1950's. 
It is hoped that these documents will ,fill in some of the gaps 
in our knowledge "of Jenolan I s history, particularly of the 1930 I S 

and 1940's which are rather poorly recorded elsewhere. We hope to 
hear a progress report from Graham at'the .;tnnual general meeting. 

http:Lindfie.ld


JCH&PS NEWSLETTER August 1977 page 6 

PUBLICATIONS 

B 1 NOOr-1EA CUT 
The society's fourth occasional paper, The Binoomea Cut, 

by Ian Driscoll is now available. This paper is the text of a 
talk presented to the society in February 1974. 

The paper has been printed in a new forma1;: by member Bill 
Clegg in Gunnedah. The text is properly typeset and photographs 
are included. We hope that f,utur~ occasional papers and 'new 
editions of the old ones will also appear in the s~e format. 

OTHER OCCASIONAL PAPERS 
Other occasional papers published by the society are . . 

1. Steam Cleaning of the Or>ient Cave by Ron Newbould, 
2. Discovery of t.he Imperial Cave by Noel Rawlinson, 
3. The Discovery of Barralong Cave by Ron Newbould. 

copies of all occasipQal papers may be purchased from the 
treasurer, Dick Guy,or from other qommittee members at Jenolan 
(call at the Guides' Office) for 50 cents each (75 cents posted) . 

MAPS 
The society is an agent for the Central Mapping Authority 

of N. S. W.. When you buy your maps from us you help to support the 
society. Maps available include the following : 

Tourist maps of Kosciusko National Park, Blue Mountains
Burragorang National Park, Bathurst-Orange-Blayney District, 
North Eastern N. S • W., South Eastern N. S . tv., Blue Labyr inth, 
Hawkesbury River, Lord Howe Island, Port Hacking and Royal 
National Park, Sydney Harbour - all at $ 1.50 ~ach. 

An interesting addition to your historical collection 
could be Sir Thomas Mitchell's Map of the Colony of N.S.W. 
price $ 3.00. 

BOOKS '. 
The society also sells selected publications from the 

speleological societies ,on commission. Amorig those currently 
available is the SUSS publication, The Caves of JenoZdn, 2: The 
Northern Limestone, by Bruce Welch - price $ 5-00. 

SAMUEL COOK'S JENOLAN CAVES 
Sandra Martyn has two photocopies of Samuel Cook's well

known book on Jenolan, published in the 1890's. Anybody interested 
should phone Sandra on (02) 660 0008. , . 

. 
Edited, typed, printed etc for the Jenolan Caves HIstorical and Preservation 
Society, c/- Post Office, Jenolan Caves NSW 2790,by Ian Sefton, 30 Lower Cliff 
Ave, Northbr idsre 20'63. 
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NOVEMBER MEETING 

The next general meeting will be held in Jenolan Caves House at 
8-30 PM on 

Saturday 12 November 1977. 

The guest speaker will be Mr Ron Whalan on the subject of 

liThe Wha1an Family" 

Various accounts of the early history of Jenolan Caves link the names 
of James and Charles Whalan with the tracking down and capture of the 
alleged bushranger, McKeown, at Jenolan. Charles Whalan subsequently 
brought the caves to public attention and often acted as unofficigl guide. 

If you wish to have dinner at Caves House before the meeting you 
should book early at the reception desk or phone Jenolan Caves 3. 

committee Meeting 

The committee will meet, as usual, in the Jenolan Caves school at 
4-00 PM on 12 November. 

MUSEUM MINDERS WANTED 
The society still desperately needs people to mind the museum. 

At the annual general meeting it was suggested that each member should 
do at least one day each year. In order to arrange rosters it is important 
that Ernie Holland knows who intends to corne - don't just turn up on 
spec. Please let him know the dates when you are available. 

When you do open the museum, you should call at the Guides' Office 
., to collect the stock sheets, cash box etc. and sign for the key . 

Thanks to the efforts of Lesley Newbould' and Deirdre Holland, the 
museum was opened on most days of the school holidays in August. Lesley 
also opened it on the three days of the long weekend. 

NEW MEMBERS 

The society welcomes the following new members 
Mfss M. Baggs of Hamilton, 
Miss C. Gray of lilydale Victoria, 
Mr and Mrs J.E. Pemble of No~th Epping. 
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ANNUAL REPORTS RESEARCH OFFICER 
In the twelve months just passed a number of people have indicated 

that they are connected in some manner with Jenolan's past history. Also 
some articles have been handed to our society and are of great value to us. 
Seldom will our society achieve further contact with these people once 
they have left the Jenolan Caves area. 

My opinion of why our society cannot obtain great advances with our 
research is that we do not have a permanent museum. The majority of 
material already in the possession of the society is packed away. This 
is not allowing proper research to be done. It is unfortunate that the 
proposed master plan for Jenolan Caves development has stifled the progress 
of the society from the major researching that is needed. 

I find that I am able to pass on some research information to Mrs 
Sharpe of Oberon, who had requested help with the background of the Doust 
family. Mr W. Clegg was able to obtain valuable material about the 
pioneers - Hughes and WhalaD, and also of the late Charles Whalan (reprints 
of articles) and a small photograph, probably of the Hampton Road House. 

R. Newbould 

PUBLICITY OFFICER 

'1'he October 1976 Smoke Concert was a financial success but a social 
fiasco. Following this it was decided to abandon Smoke Concerts for a 
period of 18 months to two years, and then to reassess the situation. 

I have made repeated attempts at contacting various newspapers 
regarding the museum1s being open. However, to advertise we have to pay, 
and at the moment the financial gain would not seem to justify the 
expense. Also, the museum is not always manned when people are in the 
area. 

I spent considerable time preparing an article for the Ansett 
publication, Panopama, and I am only awaiting photographs to complete the 
article. 

In conclusion, I thank fellow members for their support and I 
apologise for my lack of attendance over the past year. I am happy to 
continue in my present position if so elected, but I would like to 
inform you that my continued residence in New South Wales is somewhat 
in doubt at this stage. 

SandPa Heaney 
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CURATORS' REPORT 

Firstly, over the last twelve months we have collected numerous 
items which help add to the history of the society. In the last quarter 
we have received only ten small black and white photographs of scenes of 
Jenolan Caves. These were handed to Mr Culley by Mr S.V. Onorato who is 
at present relieving manager. The photngraphs were taken all on the one 
day, 20/1/1928. 

We, as curators, would like to thank, once again, Mr W. Heiron for 
making the display cases for the museum. They have certainly brightened 
the old post office insi~e. We would also like to thank Mr D. Bramston 
for the job of finishing off the honour roll which was made by Mr Heiron. 

Mr J. Culley has attended to the grass and the general tidying up 
around the old post office. I, myself, have been trying to find a suitable 
rock of limestone to cover the light in front of the post office, to blend 
in with the rock wall. 

Over the last few weeks we have been compiling all items collected 
by the societYi at the moment we are three quarters of the way. It is 
very interesting to see what the society has to its name: items such as 
smoking pipes, old watches, numerous books, photographs and maps of Jenolan, 
cameras, telephones, a dairy separator, a chicken hatcher, old bottles, 
light globes and reflectors; under my house we have a wash basin, which is 
close enough to being the kitchen sink. 

In June the guiding staff removed the old sandstone plaque at the 
entrance of the Binoomea Cut and replaced it with a bronze plaque which 
was supplied by the Department of Tourism. The curators have accepted 
the sandstone plaque to add to the society collection. 

The curators have made available to Mr K. Oliver certain photographs 
so that he may rephotograph them to assist the publicity officer with her 
write up for advertising the old post office, and the society in general, 
in the Panorama magazine produced by Ansett Airlines. 

We would like to thank the people involved in redispalying the 

photographs in the new display cabinets. 


J.P. Callaghan 

SYDNEY MEETINGS 

At a recent committee meeting it was decided to organise one or 
more meetings of the society in Sydney. These meetings would be in 
addition to the regular quarterly meetings at Jenolan. Other activities 
are also being investigated. Anyone interested in supporting or helping 
can get in touch with the secretary (see contacts list). 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
Abbreviated STATEMENT OF REVENUE- AND EXPENDITURE FOR 

THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUN~ 1977 

REVENUE 1976/77 	 1975/76 
$ $ $ $ 

MEMBERSHIP 
Ordinary 	 160.00 280.00 
Family 	 189.00 357.00 
Student 	 10.00 359.00 32.00 669.00 

SALES - OWN ITEMS 
Occasional papers 203.00 490.90 
Newsletters 0.75 10.20 
Pamphlets Nil 0.05 
Badges 3.00 28.00 
Slides 15.00 26.05 
Postcards 26.60 206,30 
Souvenir envelopes 65.80 314.15 123.40 884.90 

SALES - OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
370.00 21.75 

ADMISSIONS (Museum) 
152.28 648.54 

FUNCTIONS 
Smoke Concerts 	- Collection 35.59 55.80 

- Barbecue 121.06 156.65 Nil 55.80 

DONATIONS 
Competition Ticket Sales 62.80 
W. Buckley 	 85.00 
H. Fiebig 	 12.00 
N. Miles 	 20.00 
J. Oliver 	 9.00 
B. Welch 	 18.00 
P. Wellings 2.00 
Sundry 7.41 216.21 185.33 

BANK INTEREST 32.23 23.23 

COMMISSIONS 1.00 3.26 

MISCELLANEOUS 0.10 3.41 

TOTAL REVENUE 1601. 62 2473.47 

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD 957.42 550.25 

2559.04 	 3023.72 
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EXPENDITURE 1976/77 1975/76 
$ $ $ $ $ 

ADMINISTRATION. 
Secretarial Expenses-Postage 10.47 

-Stationery 44.52 
-Newsletter 157.33 
-Telephone 0.70 213.02 74.46 

Treasurerts Expenses-Postage .04 
-Telephone 9.50 
-Stationery 9.44 
-Photocopying 2.25 35.23 46.73 

., 
Membership Secretary Expenses 
Research Ofticer's Expenses 

Nil 
Nil 

3.71 
3.63 

Cheque Book 5.00 253.25 Nil 128.53 

MUSEUM 
Display -Materials 217 .62 Nil 

-Reproductions Nil 164.50 
-Blackheath Bk 8.00 225.62 Nil 

Equipment -Time c.lock 32.00 'Nil 
Attendants:l Expenses 231.00 936.00 
Insurance 92.75 581. 37 149.90 1250.40 

PUBLICITY 
5.00 5.95 

FUNCTIONS 
Smoke Concerts -Posters 51. 75 5.75 

-Barbecue 56.35 108.10 Nil 
Competition Nil 108.10 24.36 30.11 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
R.A.H.S. 17.50 17.50 

SALEABLE ITEMS - OWN 
Occasional papers -Printing 43.55 350.00 
Postcards Nil 125.00 
Souvenir Envelopes -Envelopes Nil 31.86 

" 
-Stamps 25.00 25.00 70.00 

Badges Nil 68.55 . Nil 633.81 

SALEABLE ITEMS .,.. OTHER ORGANISATIONS 430.67 18.49 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 1464.44 2066.30 
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD 1094.60 957.42 

2559.04 3023.72 

R.E. Guy 
The full report may be obtained from Mr Guy. 

The society's accounts are audited by Mr F. Attwood A.A.S.A., to whom 
our thanks are due. 
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MUSEUM 

AS noted in the treasurer's report, the time that the museum was 
opened is not as good as would be expected, but there are two reasons 
for this : 

(1) 	 the distance involved for some members, 
(2) 	 the local member generally has to work when the museum should 

be opened. 

The finance for the museum is stated in the treasurer's report. 
I would like to thank all the persons that manned the museum and helped 
in the setting up of the display cabinets; a special thanks to Mr Heiron 
for his donations of display stands and cabinets. 

E. Holland 

MUSEUM FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30/6/77 

REVENUE 1976/77 1975/76 EXPENDITURE 1976/77 1975/76 

MEMBERSHIP 10.00 38.00 MUSEUM 

SALES-- 
Occasional papers 37.10 337.90 

ATTENDANTS' 
EXPENSES 231. 00 936.00 

Newsletters 0.75 10.20 
Badges 
Slides 

3.00 
8.90 

21.00 
26.05 BALANCE 

226.73 500.18 
Postcards 14AO 199.90 
Souvenir envelopes 30.00 113.40 
Smoke Concert Prog. Nil 1.00 
Other Publications 72.50 ·21.75 
DONATIONS 
Museum Entrance 152.28 648.54 
Other 128.80 36.93 
COMMISSION 

Nil 3.26 
457.73 1436.18 457.73 1436.18 

After adjusting the 'Revenue' total to allow for the cost of the 
production or purchase of the saleaPle items, the 'Balance' figure becomes 
$112.60. This compares with $146.63 for the year 1975/76. 

As a result of the generosity of a number of persons who opened 
the museum, there was a high proportion of Attendant's Expenses either 
not claimed or donated back. 

R.F. Guy 

CAVES HOUSE MANAGER 

Mr R. Tullett recently resigned as manager of Caves House in order 
to take up an appointment in Papua New Guinea. Mr S.V. Onorato, his 
predecessor at Jenolan, returned to the post as relieving manager pending 
the appointment of a new manager. Mr Onorato attended our annual general 
meeting and kindly took the chair during the election of office bearers. 
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OFFICE BEARERS 1977-78 
" . 

Patron : Ald. H.G. Coates 
Pre.sident B.S. Nurse 
Vice Presidents W,J. Buckley 

J.R. Dunkley 
Secretary ~.~ Morrison 
Assistant secretary R.M. Stacey 
Treasurer R.F. Guy 
Assistant Treasurer K.J. Oliver 
Membership Secretary : Mrs H. Culley 
Curators J.P. Callaghan 

J.P. Culley 
Research Officer R.L. Newbould 
Representative of Dept of Tourism: (vacant) 
Committee Miss S. Heaney (publicity) 

E.A. Holland (museum) 
Miss S. Martyn 
P.M. McGuire 
P. ~cha:rds 
I.M. Sefton (newsletter) 
N.W. Sims 

Trustees Ald. W.R. Clegg 
D. Bryant 
W.F. Heiron 

CONTACTS 

President (Bep Nurse): 11 Nelson Parade, Hunters Hill 2110 (ph 89 0115) . 
. Secretary (Graham Morrison): 157 Greville Rd, Chatswood 2067 (419 3734). 
Newsletter (Ian Sefton) : 30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 2063 (95 4562.). 
Membership & Renewals (Helen Culley): c/- P.O. Jenolan Caves 2790 
Treasurer (Dick Guy) c/- Guides' Office, Jenolan Caves 
Publication Sales (Keith Oliver): """ 
Museum Roster (Ernie Holland) : """ 
Curators (John Culley, John Callaghan) : " " " 

" 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARy/S REPORT 

Financial Members to 30-6-77 to 30-6-78 to 1979 Life memb. 

Single 28 13 2 1 
Family 26 8 
Student 6 2 

Totals 60 23 2 1 

Total = 86 

These are down 10 22 

Unfinancial for more than twelve months 34 
New members 5 

H. Cullell 

---....._-_._-_....._-- --
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PUBLICATIONS 

The society now handles a fairly wide range of publications 
including our own occasional papers, various speleological papers and 
maps published by the Central Mapping Authority of N.S.W .. Assistant 
Treasurer, Keith Oliver, is taking over the responsibility for handling 
these. They can be obtained from the museum or by contacting Keith at 
the Guides' Office. 

Members are reminded that our latest occasional paper, The Binoomea 
Cut, by Ian Driscoll, is now available. Earlier papers, now reprinted, 
include Steam Cleaning of Orient Cave , Discovery of the Imperial Cave & 
Discovery of Barralong Cave. These are priced at SO¢ each; please add ..

U· 
25¢ to cover post and packing. , ." .

In our last issue we incorrectly advertised the price of Mitchell's '.' 

Map of the Colony of New South Wales. The correct price is $ 1.50. 

Sandra Martyn still has one photocopy of Samuel Cook's book on 
Jenolan. Any takers please contact Sandra (660 0008) or Ben Nurse. 

MUSEUM FLOODLIGHTS 

Floodlights, installed to illuminate the old post office museum, 
are operating at last, following the installation of a time switch. 

NATIONAL ESTATE 

The Jenolan Caves'Reserve has now been listed on the register of 
the National Estate. However, in the initial announcement there was no 
mention of the buildings; your committee is taking steps to ensure that 
the historic buildings at Jenolan are listed in the National Estate. We 
also hope to persuade the National Trust to classify them. 

THE WHALANS IN AUSTRALIA 

Mrs Benton, who produced the book, The Wha~ans in Australia, has 
offered to donate a copy to the society and another copy to the guides. 
Any member interested in purchasing a copy should contact the secretary, ~ 

I'Graham Morrison (419 3734). I 
t 

RAFFLES 

Mr Heiron has donated a tray to be used as a prize in our fund
raising raffles. Sandra Martyn has organised the reproduction and 
framing of a photograph of the original caves accommodation house, which 
will also be raffled. Tickets for at least one of these raffles will 
go on sale at the November meeting. Tickets are 20¢ each available in 
books of 10. Each member is asked to take one or more books. If you 
don't get to the meeting contact Sandra on (Sydney) 660 0008. The 
next raffle will probably be drawn at the February meeting. 
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FEBRUARY MEETING 
f'.1EMBERS I SLIDE NIGHT 

The next general meeting will be held in Jenolan Caves House 
at 8-30 pm on 

Saturday il February 1978 . 
Following the business session, which will include reports 

on the society's activities and plans for future action,members 
will be invited to show, and speak about, their favourite slides 
of Jenolan. Subjects can include tourist caves, subjects of 
historical interest, conservation issues, cave exploration and 
speleology, the surface of the reserve or whateve~ takes your 
fancy. Pick out your five or ten best slides and think of 
something to say about them for ten "or fifteen minutes i black 
and white photographs are also welcome - they can be pinned up 
or passed around. 

Why not join other members of the society for dinner in 
Caves House before the meeting? You can book at the reception 
desk or phone Jenolan Caves 3 in advance to make sure. 

COl\UUTTEE MEETING 

The committee meets i~ the Jenolan school house at 4-00 pm 
on the day of each g.eneral meeting. If you want to see ho", your 
society is managed, drop in and see us. 

MEETING DATES FOR 1978 , 

Please make a note of these dates. 

11 February, 27 May, 12 August (AGM) , 11 November. 

Reminders will be given in this NEWSLETTER about two weeks before 
each meeting. 

The guest speaker at the May meeting will be Mr B.J.Hooker, 
Chief Cartographer of the Central Mapping Authority. The title 
of his talk will be announced in our next issue. 

FILM NIGHT 
There will be a film night in Caves House on Sunday 29 January • ./ 

All members are welcome. 
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EDITORIAL 

The State Government has indicated that the Department of Public Works 
is preparing an environmental impact study in relation to the Jenolan Caves 
Master Plan. We also understand that submissions from this society and other 
interested parties will not be received by the Department of Public Works 
until the study has been completed. 

That is rather surprising to us, since the environment is one of our 
principal concerns. Does the government, or its advisers, think that we are 
merely a group of ignorant axe-grinders? In fact, many of our members have 
a good deal of first-hand k~owledge of the Jenolan environment. Some have 
lived and worked there for many years; they have studied the area and have 
learned how to interpret it for the public. Others have been regular visitors, 
studying the landscape and the caves within; some have corne to know and 
understand the flora and fauna of the region; some have taken an interest 
in the management of cave areas, at Jenolan and elsewhere, for commercial, 
tourist, conservation and scientific purposes. But the government, or the 
Public Works Department don't want to hear from us - yet. 

We have been informed that the completed environmental impact study 
will go to the State Pollution Control Commission for its assessment, and 
that we can make submissions after that. Will that be after the decisions 
have been made? This sort of thing has happened before. The Master Plan 
itself was commissioned under the previous government. The first that many 
people knew about it was when Mr Wran's cabinet decided to adopt the plan 
and announced the allocation of a large sum of money to implement it. We 
believe that this decision was rushed - that the government asked for the 
plan before it had been properly completed. Those who have read the report, 
which was quite difficult to get hold of for a while, may have noticed that 
it shows signs, internally, of being a draft document. We would have 
welcomed the opportunity to comment on that draft; it contains some good ideas 
as well as some ideas which need further consideration. 

Perhaps the authorities don't take JCH&PS seriously because we have not 
pushed ourselves forward enough. We have never seen ourselves as a ginger 
group (although we do have a few gingery members). But perhaps we have not 
made enough public contribution to the problem of the master plan. This 
journal is available to members, and others, to put sensible, well-argued .' 
cases for and against the proposals. There has been plenty of discussion 
in meetings, and letters have been written, but if we are to convince 
anybody that we can contribute usefully to planning we must publish. 

Members - pens at the ready - forward ! 

Ian Sefton 

NEW MEMBERS 
The society welcomes Mr & Mrs T.M.Pollett of Wheeler Heights. 
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RESEARCH OFFICER'S REPORT 
November 1977 

On 9/9/77 Mrs Fay Pettit of Roseville, a daughter of Dr Roy Wiburd, 
visited 	Jenolan. Mrs Pettit will approach her father for information that 
may be of value to ou~ society, 

On 16/10/77 Mrs J. Redgrave of Sutherland made a startling remark to me 
that she is a grand 'niece of James C. Wiburd and the name originally used to 
be Wiburger. During World War I a relative was interned because of the 
German name. Guide Frank McIver indicated that during the late 1930's people 
of the same name had a business dealing with ironmongery at Orange, N.S.W. 

Another 	person, by the name of Brian Whybird, from Ipswich Queensland, 
'r 	 visited Jenolan on 5/11/77 and made the claim of being a relative of James C. 

Wiburd, although the spelling of the name is completely different. Also .in 
Queensland, a number of other relatives reside, and in recent times they had 
a family reunion. Mr Brian wpybird intends to gather family information and 
forward it to JCH&PS at a future qate. 

Dr David Hammill of Dubbo claims to be a distant relative of James C; 
Wiburd and has a pen and ink sketch of a kookaburra drawn by him. Dr. Hammill 
is probably a grand nephew of J.e. Wiburd, and visited Jenolan in recent months. 

R. Newbould 

RECENT ACQUISITIONS 

Lewis Webb, of Katoomba, a member of JCH&PS, has donated three packets 
of Murray's Snapshots of genolan, inside the caves as well as the reserve 
21 photographs in.a~l. 

The treasurer has passed on the last of the original edition of our 
occasional paperno. 2. 

Bill Marks, a former guide at Jenolan, has donated a copy of Samuel 
Cook's Jenolan Caves, An Australian Wonderland and a map of the reserve 
dated 4/7/96. 

From J.Callaghan, Curator. 

RAFFLE 
A raffle for two trays,made and donated by Mr Heiron, is now under way. 

Tickets are 20¢ each, or 3 for 50¢, ay~ilablethrough Dick Guy at Jenolan 
or Sandra Martyn (Sydney, 660 0008). Books of 10 tickets are available to 
members on request. The raffle will be drawn at the meeting on 11 February. 

MAPS ~:. 

The prices for some maps'fromf.the Centr~l Mapping Authority,' available 
from the Treasu,rer, .Dick;; G1)Y" a1;: Je~o~cm" has gone up. Topographical and 
orth,ophoto maps are now $1. 80; State ,map, $6 for .the set of 4; 1: 2M base map, 
Blue Labyrinth, SE & NE l:lM Tourist maps, now 90¢. Other tourist maps and 
historical maps have not gone up. A new Illawarra Map (50¢) is available 
and unfolded copies of Mitchell's map can be obtained 
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MUSEUM 
The local youngsters continue to do a fine job for the society; among 

them, they should have the museum open every day of the school holidays. 
Results look like being $10 to $25 per day in takings. 

But we still need volunteers for weekends after the holidays. Please 
contact Ernie Holland, c/- Guides' Office, Jenolan Caves, to arrange times. 

tnfAl!CIAL SAA'l'ImN'llORsPmIOD l[10m TO 31/12$ 

UOBIm 

MEMBERSHll 
Ordinary 

Famlly 

Student 


9\fN SALEABLE URIS 
Ocons. Paoers 

Newsletters 

Badges 
Postcards 
Slides 
Souvenir Forrnlopes 

. QTliER SOClm DQQXS 
Northern Limestc,ne 
Chillagoe 
Timor 
Speleo. Yl8.stel" Plan 
Cave MI gment Symp. 
Narllcoorte 

HAm. 

OONATIQt{S 

Museum Entrarlce 

Competitions 

Other 

MWCELLANmll§ 

mTAL RIGQRIns 

~ 

$ 

30.00 
·21.00 

Nil 51.00 

'19.00 
NU 
Nil 

24.40 
10.55 
27,40 141.35 

45.00 
NU 

10.00 
Nil 
5.00 
9.00 69.00 

191.50 

63.33 
27.,~O 
16ft§§' 107.61 

NU 

560.46 
~ '}LANCE BROllDHT lQBWAJm l.l~.lJ 

~ 

, . 

lEAl! m 
~ 


213.00 
161.00 

8.sl.Q, 
382.00 

140.'0 
.50 

3.00 
48.50 
14.50 
Z:z~ 
2~4.40 

fl:J.OO 
6.00 

10.00 
2.00 
50 00 

...2.aQ9
92.00 

394.00 

122.93 
66.20 
a2.a~ 

279.02 
1.45 

) 

1382.87 

J22s.9g, 
UM1.~ 

EXPENDI'LQR~ 

/JIW{l§mAI60N 

SecretaI7 

Treasurer 

Newsletter 
Cheque Book 

~C)1YM 
Attendllnts I Exo. 
InsUl"l!Uloe 

Ql'm ~WA~LE :tTEMS 
Occas. Papers 
Pamphlets 
Souvenir Envelopes 

.Il!nvelopes- 36.30 

.Stamps -~ 

mm.~nRQO~ 
"Rope Techniques" 

tMfttm! Am9Rlll 

:mm Jg:lI!!QITUH.E 

.1 

B:, l.iAugE gARi1IED ZQRJWW 1758.51 J758.51 
1~ "-TI." 

QUARTEJ DAR" TO . 

$~ 

4.74 7.00 
9. 52 42.25 
NII 27.73 
.2&Q.Q. 19.26 ~.QQ

81.98 

84.00 219.00 
N' 84.00tU= ~281. '3 

N11 38.2,
fa.. 

.:. 2.50 

NU 
6la8Q 61.80 B&1-.. 

102.S5 

26.00 26.00 

NU 226.80 

I" 

191.06 718.96 

Edited and printed by Ian Sefton, 30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 2063, 

for Jenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society, Jenolan Caves 2790. 
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.~I MAY MEET 1NG 
I' " 

The next general meeting of the Society will be held in 
Jenolan Caves House ~t8-30 PM on 

'Saturday 27 May 1~78,. 

Guest speaker viill be Mt B. J • Hooker, Chief Ca:t:tographer of.the 
Central Mapping Autho~ity. He will talk about 

The History of Mapping in' New South Wales • 

A few years ago ,the Central Mapping Authority moved its head
quarters from Sydney to Bathurst, where it produces a wide range 
of maps covering New South Wales. Amongst their recent, 
publications are reproductio!,\s of Sir Thomas Mi,tchell' 5 map of 
the colony and a 'plan of the Town of Sydney', drawn by convict 
James Meehan in'~807. 

Business. In this issue we publish a·draft policy statement for 
the development and conservation of the Jenolan 'C?lves Reserve. 
This will be presented to the meeting for discussion. 

Committee Meet.ing. The commitb~e will, meet at '4-'00' PM ,on 27 May, 
in the Jenolan Caves school. 

YOUR LAST NE\;,fSLETTER ? 
Some of our esteemed membershav:e not paid their subscri'ptions 

for the current year, July 1977 to June 1978. We have ~ept 
sending this NEWSLETTER but with current costs we can't go on 
forever. So this ~s the last one pn 1976-77 subscriptions. 

If there is a cross in this box, our records 
show that you were unfinancial on 3 April 1978. 

Please send your renewal (plus the 1978-79 
subscription ?) to the Treasurer, JCH&PS, c/- PO Jenolan Caves 

2790, as soon as possible. 

Rates: One member $ 5.00 p.a. 


Family $7.00 
Full time student: $ 2.00 • 
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JENOLAN CAVES MASTER PLAN 
At the last meeting a subcommittee of Ben Nurse, John Culley and John 

Dunkley as convenor was appointed to draft a policy statement on the Society's 
,attitude to the proposals contained in the Jenolan Caves,Master Plan Report. 

Lengthy discussions were held at Jenolan and in Sydney early in March and a 
draft statement of:policy is now attached. We suggest that members consider 
carefully the implications ,and'that further discussions ,be held a:t a meeting as 
soon as practicable. ,~, 

COMMENTS 

The Jenolan Caves Master Plan Report contains principles and proposals 
which may well infl,uence public and official attitUdes to the development of the 
caves between now and the end of the century. ~t was supposed to be released for 
public discussion but has,always been ha~d to obtain and is now rapidly assuming 
the status of a working document, a fait accompli. 

In the circumstances, the Society seems to have devoted disturbingly 

little time to consideration of the 'future, to the preservation of Jenolan Caves. 

In fact, one looks hard to find the Society's objectives in 'the area of 

'preservation'. Some three years after its release, the Society still has no 

policy on the Mast~r Plan. 


WHAT IS THE WORD 'PRE.SERVATION' IN OUR NAME FOR, ANYWAY? IS IT JUST 

PRESERVATION OF HISTORICAL BUILDINGS AND RELICS? WHAT ABOUT THE CAVES? WOULD 

•CONSERVATION , EXPRESS OUR AIMS BETTER THAN 'PRESERVATION'? 

DRAFT" POLICY STATEMENT 

1. 	 The Jenolan Caves should be seen as a major Australian heritage. Accordingly, 
the caves system should be the ,gentre of planning; all other developments 
should be subordinate to this. 

2. 	 Thorough researcb should prec!,!de all prC;;posed development. 'Where appropriate, 
the Society should contribute its members' expertise. 

3. 	 In particular, the Society should be consulted during the planning stage 

where any proposal to alter or remove
.., --.items of historical value is made • . 

4. 	 The direction of future tourist development should be towards improvement of 

the quality and variety of the experience. This should include the 

opportunity for an appreciation of t~e colourful history of Jenolan. 


5. 	 The caves have reached maximum capacity already in terms of daily throughput 

and in terms of maximum size and frequency of inspections. Different forms 

of promotion should be undertaken to encourage spreading of the peaks of 

visitatiqn more evenly over the year. -, 


6. 	 There should be research and investment in a continuous programme,of 

maintenance, cleaning and regeneration, to minimise the long-term 

deterioration of the caves. 


7. 	 Action should be taken to extend the Reserve boundary to the headwaters of the 
Jenolan River so as to encompass the entire catchment area upstream of 'Blue 
Lake. 

Received from John Dunkley. 
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MUSEUM 

ThanKs largely to the efforts of ,Leslie Newpould, ,DeidreHolland, Derek 
Holland an¢! .Bill Buckley, the museum opened '31 days (out of ,a possible 36) 
between Boxing Day q.nd Australia Day. Total receipts throug'h ,the museum for that 
period were $349.34, an average of $11.27 per d~y. Museum ,entry ,donati9ns ;for 
the December quarter were $63.33, but that jumped to ,$110.96, for the quarter 
ended 31/3/78. 

The curators hav~ removed the copy of Trickett's map from the museum, 
because it was being handled too much. Ben Nurse is getting a new copy., 
Titling cards have been purchased and the work of c~taloguing the Society's 
collection is progressing. '. 

The committee is;concerl1EO!d at ·the deterioration of ,t1~1? oid post office 
building. Paint is star~ing to flake away and sagging foundations are causing 
some holes to open up. Paul Richards is trying to organise some paint and we 
have beel) seeking depertmenta-l assistance 

VOLUNTEERS TO MAN THE 'MUSEUM:ARE 'STIL:L 

REQU.J RED, CONTACT ERN I E HOLLAND AT 

JENOLAN CAVES., 

RAFFLES 

Our latest raffle has a prize of ali open order for 'goods to the value of 
$25.00, kindly donated by Miss 'M.A. Merrell who lives in far-away Queensland. 
Tickets at 20 cents each are available from treasurer,. Dick Guy, at Jenolan, or 
from Sydney agent, Sandra M~rtyn, 94 Glebe Po~nt Road, Glebe 2037 (phone 
660 0008). • . 

The raffle for a fr'1-med photograph of Jeremiah Wilson's old accommodation 
house, donat'ed by Sandra Martyn, was drawn by Mrs Rooney and won by Ian Sefton. 
At the February meeting two trays, made and donated by Mr ijl:!~ron, were raffled 
and won by D. Bryant and M.Barrett. . , ., " 

COMM·I TTEE CHANGES 
t ' The committee has accepted, with regret, the resignation of Sandia 

Heaney, who ha,s moved to South Aus·tralia. Sandra has -been publicity.,_officer 
for some years and helped to organise smoke concerts and other activities. 

Secretary, Graham Morrison, is going overseas for four months., In his 
absence, Barry Richard, who lives at Jenolan, will carry out the secretarial 
duties until the annual general meeting in August. Richard Stacey has indicated 
that he will be unable to continue as assistant secretary, due to pressure of 
work. 
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RESEARC~ OFFICER1S REPORT 

." one'very impertant.,acquisitien gained by the seciety en 25/11/1977 was 
the very much seught after beok, The Whalans jn Aust~a1ia 1791-1969, which 

. the treasurer handed ever te. me en receiving the, a,rticl'e. . I have scanned threugh 
parts .of th'e '-beek and weuld .like te pas~ it en t.o the ,meeting teday. 

The Sands Directory,1921 I had passed en the the pa~t assistant research 

.officer seme time age. 


.. ..., j !' 

I weuld like te)hand ever te toe curaters the material which Mr Clegg 

submitted te me en 13 August 1977. There are twe articles, pioneers - Hughes 

and Whalan, 1949, and Tile Late Charles Wha1an of,Oberon. 


I received 'a letter from Mrs Pettit whe indicated that she will bring 

her father te visit Jenolan'ahd we can have'a, discussion with him. He is Dr 

Rey wiburd. 
 C','" 

" 

On 20/1/1978 I had talks with Mr Glasse of Pert ~acquarie who cl~ims his 
predecesser built the .original accornmedation house at Jenolan. His great grand
mother camped9n:the spet where c::::av,es Heuse t,oc;iay. 'That, is all the 
information he ceJII~ ,givE!!.,' .,i , 

t ~ 

With reference to the first female child claimed to have visited a dark 

cave at jenelan, infermation gained by stafr at~epe~?n Cayes leads us te 

Elder Cave. The period is abeut 1858., T~ree 9ifferent families have requested 

infermatien en this matter'. 


.R. NeJJbouZ.d 11 February 1978 

R~G1StER OF EXPERTS 

The Seciety wishes to compile a lisj: of "members and others who:;hav~ 
special knowledge or skills which may be .of use to the Seciety in preparing 
submissien~ fer thE!"'coriservatieI). and dev~lepmen-t;: of the Jenelan Caves Reserve 
as well as' other aspects of the Secil?l;:Y' s, aStivities. The range .of skills. 
and interests ceuld be vast; some which ,ceme to mind are cave management,' 
teurism, traffic management,' park mamiga'ment, pollution, centrel, speleelggy, 
ecelegy, natur~l histo~, ether natural sciences, histerical research, 
publishing etc. etc. •• 

Please send a summary of your interests and qualificatiens te Barry 
Richard, c/- Pest Office Jenolan Caves 2790. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


The society has published several occasional papers, which are available 
from the treasurer (Dick Guy) or the assistant treasurer (Keith Oliver) at 
Jenolan. They are 

No. lo Steam Cleaning of the Orient Cave by Ron Newbould, 
No. 2. : The Discovery of. the Imperial Cave by Noel Rawlinson, 
No. 3. The Discovery of the Barralong Cave by Ron Newbould, 
No. 4. The Binoomea Cut by Ian Driscoll. 

" 
These are priced at 50 cents each. If ordering by mail postage is 30¢ e~tra. 

The Society also sells various publications of the speleological societi~s. 
Currently available are : 

The Caves of Jenolan 2 : The Northern Limestone 
Single Rope Techniques, by N.Montgomery (SSS) 
Chillagoe Caves '(SS8) 
Timor Caves (SSS) 
Bungonia Ca."ves (SSS) 

Postage isextra oqall these items. 

(SUSS) $5.00, 
$7.50, 
.$3.00, 
$5.00, 

$10.00 • 

The Societr is an agent for all maps published by the Central Mapping 
Authority of New South Wales. Buying your maps through us helps the Society's 
funds; you get them for the normal price and we get the commission. Lists 
have been published in previous NEWSLETTERS, and Dick Guy has a catalogue. 

NEW MEMBERS 

The Society welcomes the following new members. 

Mr N. Michie of BeaC0n Hill . 
.	Mr & Mrs C. Waight of Llandilo (rejoined). 
Mr & Mrs T.P.Morgan of Jenolan Caves. 
Mr M. Dunn of Jenolan Caves •. 

-. 

SNIPPETS 
The new manager of Jenolan Caves House 'is Mr W. Rooney. 

The first female guide at Jenolan WaS Therese Holland who worked as a casual 
last summer. 

The Society hopes to produce a pamphlet on the flora and fauna of the Jenolan 
Caves Reserve, 

Lithgow Regional Library has produced a Bibliographical Guide to the Jenolan
Hampton/Lowther - Oberon area. John Dunkley has produced a bibliography-on 
the history of Jenolan. The first part published covers the spe~eologicai 
literature. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held in 

Jenolan':'Caves· House at 8-30 PM on 

Saturday 12 August 1978. 
Business 
1. 	Amendlnents to the constitution to alter the Society's financial 

year, date of th~.Annual General ~eeting and subscription 
arrangements. See ~otices on Pi? 4-6 of this issue. 

2. 	Annual repor't;;s. 

3. E;Lection".of Office -bearers and committee. 

Policy ~" 

4. 	The draft policy stlatement, published in our last NEWSLETTER, 
will be presented for discussion and adoption. 

Brother". Nfchb'i'~s i 

Wel:l~knoWn ;!international .speleologist ,and lecturer, Bro. Nicholas 
Sullivan, will be visiting Austral,ia during August. He has been 
invited to attend our meeting and speak on a subject of his own 
choice. As we go to press we have not heard from Bro. Nicholas,. 
but we are reasonably confident that he will be able to join us. 

Committe~ Meeting 
The committee will meet in the Jenolan Caves School at 4-'00 PM 

on 12 August. 

MUSEUM SUPERVISORS 
The Society always needs vdlunteers to open our old post office 

museum. Members who travel to Jeqolan for this purpose can claim 
an expense allowance on school holidays and weekends. This is one 
way of showing your practical support for the Society. 

',. 
ZI Please contact Er·ni¢ Holland, cj- Gu.t.de~' Office, Jenolan Caves, 

to make arrangements for your visit. 

http:cj-Gu.t.de
http:E;Lection".of
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ACTIVITIES REPORT 

RESEARCH 

Research officer, Ron Newbould, is compiling a list of managers of Jenolan 
Caves House and Reserve. 

ACQUISITIONS 

The curators have received two identification plates from the old boiler 
house. A copy of the 1922 edition of Trickett's guide book to Jenolan has 
been donated by Miss Y. Gillespie. 

Mr. W. Heiron has donated 100 negatives taken by Mr. Bradley. Keith 
Oliver is checking through these before handing them over to Mr & Mrs Pemble, 
who will arrange prints for display in the old post office. Mr J. Pemble 
has presented a photograph of J. wiburd,with rock wallabies in the Grand Arch. 
Mr. Heiron is framing this picture for display in the Guides' Office. 

The curators have also received an 1866 parish map and a booklet, AIZ 
About JenoZan Caves, A pocket compendium for the Information of Visitors. 

FUND RAISING 

The competition for an open order to the value of $25 was drawn at the 
May meeting and was won by Dr. segasothy, c/- Renal Unit, Royal Newcastle 
Hospital. The prize was donated by Miss M. Merrell and total ticket sales 
realised $67.50. 

Win a Casette Case 

Mr. W. Heiron has made and donated a casette case for our current 
competition. Tickets are 20 cents each or 3 per 50 cents. Books of 10 
tickets are available from Treasurer, Dick Guy, c/- Guides' Office, Jenolan 
Caves. The draw will take place at the AGM on 12 August. 

NEW MEMBERS 

The society welcomes the following new members 

Miss G. Pettigrew, Jenolan Caves 
Mr J. Bonwick, Emu Plains 
Mr P. Reynolds, Seven Hills 
Mr B.E. Mitchell, Riverwood 
Mrs M. & Miss F. Martin, Pennant Hills 
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CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 

Did you remember that the society intends to celebrate a most important 
event of Jenolan's history in February next year? The occasion is the centenary 
of the ,discove;r-y of the Imperial Cave by Jer~miah Wilson and others on February 
16th 1879. 

A committee has been formed to plan the programme and we are seeking ideas 
from you on what form of activity we should develop during the week 10th to 17th 
February • (These dates are tentative.) 

Some of the ideas already offered are: 
Photographic exhibitions - one at Caves House and one at the 
Government Tourist Bureau in Sydney; 

Hi'storical walks and talks to McKeown I s val-ley, Lucas Rocks, Sol~ of 
the 'Boot, Elder Cg.ve entrance, the Six-foot 'J,'rack - any others? 

/,; E:ancry d:(~s!;3 .~balL and supper at Caves House'; 

A A c'elebratioh dinner i 

An historical inspection of the Imperial Cave and/or the Jersey Cave 
~" ;this could also be ,in period costume; 

"'A/push bike tide from the Opera House (or Mount Victoria railway 
station) to the Caves. 

Are~you in$pired or interested? Let's have your ideas and offers of 
assistanc~;: 'and partipipatlon ~s soon as possible. Talk to Dick Guy at the 
guides' office or, in Sydn~y I, ring B~ll Buckley at home on 76,9287 I at work on 
70 4945. ,'.' 

BiU BuakZey 

REPORT OF THE STATE POLLUTION CONTROL COMMISSIONEXTRACT: 
for the year end~d 30 June 1977. 

4.6 Jenolan Caves 

The Commission has been requested by the Government to undertake an 
environmental asses!i>ment of tourist development proposals at the Jenolan Caves. 

These proposals were outlined in the Jenolan Caves Master Plan Report, 
completed after ponsultation 'with a number of authorities and other h,terested 
bodies. 

The proposal involves an increase and updating of accommodation, the 
establishment of a more adequate information centre, provision of cable car 
access, with supporting parking, and some overnight camping and caravanning 
facilities away from the caves. The report also covers management and protection 
of the caves and the reserve. 

The Commission examined this report and outlined aspects that will need 
additional coverage in the environmental Impact statement now being prepared. 



I 
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Ne1ICES OF MOTION 

At the May General. Meeting, I gave notice that I would be presenting for decision '1 
at the AnDUelGeneral. Meeting, a number of motions, vh1ch vottld, if accepted, 
bring aboat significant changes in our meeting dates and the Society's financial 
and membership year. 

The changes being propesed are the result of a suggestion that the Society 

should change the da:te of its Annual General Meeting from August to Februs.r;y, a 
•suggestion that has come from more than one member. The main reason given has been 
that tb.8 Jenola.nelima.te in vinter is fairly harsh. I am informed that in order 
to attend three of the last four Annual ~nera1 Meetings, members have had to contend 
vith snov and rain. This in itself may ve11 be the reason vhy our Annual General 
Meetings are not 'Well attended. All things being equal, the February climate 
vould be much more conducive of more of the membership beillg in attemance. 

Addit1onal17, some difficulty has been experienced by members vishing to stay 
a t Caves House during the Annual General Meeting veekend. This is by reason of the fact 
.that :it is close to the August. School holidays in N.S.V., and schools in other states 

f, ' .•"."",-_~,_ ;:1>-

often begin holidaya vell before N..S .W.. With a change to a Februa.ry' meeting, sucti·' 
problems should be diminished as,in all States, the school year bas 'Well and trulY' 
began by' then. 

- , 

As vell as the obvious changes to meetings dates, the following motions also 

allOY tor notice ot .eetings to be given in the News;Letter and not bY' pre-paid 

letter as at present. 


Acceptance of the-change of the Annual General. Meeting from August to February, 
vould obviously require a change in the Society's Financial and Subscription year 
tromthe pre'!Ittnt JulY'/ Jtme basis to a January;December bal3is. Motions related. to 
election of Office-bearers, Treasurer's Financial Statement and payment of subscriptioDS 
are provided for consideration. 

On the subject of 'Subscriptions I I am proposing that the period of grace for 
payment or subscriptions be reduoed from t'Welva 'months to six months. The Newsletter 
Editor has often commented about the costs involved in production and distribution 
of the Newsletter. We experienoe a turnover of membership each year and it is my 
observation that very fe'll memberships 'Which are unf'inancial after six months, are 
renewed during the second six months of the financial year. 

Included in the motions under the heading • Subs criptions, is a proposal to 

introduce the option of FIVE YEAR membership of the Society, at a concessionsl rate 

of FOUR'l'IMll:.9 the a.niiual subscription rate. 


I belleye' ~t tb,isryould resul.t in better retention of membership, and also 
be more convenient for many members by removing the need to pay membership 
fees a.nnua1ly. 

http:Februa.ry
http:Jenola.nelima.te
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From the purely- financial point of vieY, if arailed of by a good number:· of 
members, the Society's accumulated funQa would receive a considerable lift. 
It haa aJ.vays been an aim of the SQ~i~ty tQ e:xpand ~e'g,lll f~cilities, tlle:~ 
only restraining factor at, present being the much discussed Master Plan. Whether ar 
'J~t. ,ve .eventuallY' ~ld in the vicinity of the Old Po~t Oftice, or vhether 
space is prov1ded~ ~yes .House for Museum facilities, the Society must be ready 
to act. without delay. This is going to require large amounts of money, if only 
for the parchase of di~pl~y units. 

The amendment to the Constitutlon concerning 'Accounts' is simply to regularis. 
our iDvesting a proportiQn of our .f'ands in the NSw Permanent Building Society, 
at present $1500. 

A' ~ .list of the propos,al!l follovs : 

1.. ~:,TQ~J.:ois'l'lmI01f - ITEM , ItANNUAL GmlER.AL M:El:TIf!!l1l 
That thill c:ta.use be amended to read : 

n The altrmai General Mee'ting shall be held vithin tvo months of the epd of the 
financial yaar ending 31st December. At least 28 days notice of such meeting shall 

'",1>e, ~ven' t?, each"!.llem~r in the So~iety~.~, rre'W~letter, posj;ed to his/her last known 
:addres~ bu~.,a9c+deQ,tal ~ission to. give Nptice to any member shall not inTalidate 
the meet~g.", , 

2. AMEND~"TO'CONSTIT[JTION-ITFM .,6 'rtORDINARYGENERAL MEETING" 
'l,'hat this clause: be amended.,to read : 

nAn 'ordinary G9~eral Meeting slulll be h~ld (, on these~ond SaturdaY' 9f the months of 
May, August and rrovember, unless the Committee othervise deternlines. At lea.st 28 daY'S 

I,n,otice"of su~.,meet.ing sh~lJ, be .give:!1 1;.0 ~~c.h lllember in the Society' sNewsletter, 
,po~ted to lrlEi/bm'" ~st knownadqress but a.ccid~ntal omission to give noti1re to any 

",. ~~!Dembe~, ,:8hall not ,i.mmlida1!e the meeting." 
,~ ?- ",1:-. of I ~\' j ..., 

~ :3:' AMENDMENT roCONSTITUTION - ITEM 10 IT ACCOUNTS n 

'rba t this cla.use be amended to read : 
"'!'he SocietY" shall keep true accounts of the moneys receiveda.nd. eXPended bY' the 
Society. All monies received shall be deposited in the Society's bank account. The 
Committee may aU:thorise ihvestmen,t of a proportion of the Society's accumulated 

'funds' in Permanent lmilding Societies at Calll, or in Fixed Term bank acoounts. 
Cheq'tms/vithdravals on all a.ccounts itt the Society's name are to be s:\,gn¢ bY' IUl7 
tvo or the President, Secretary and Treasurer. 1I 

4. AMElIDMEN'1' TO' CONSTlTUTION-. ITEM 4. nSUBSCRIP'l'IONS~ 
That this clause be,8)Dencl~d ,to..read :' 

"The subscr!ptioil Jihall be 'determ~ed from time to tj,me by the Committee. A member 
who fails to pay h1s/b~~nnual subscription Yithin six: months of the commencement 
of the then current finahc~al year shall automatically, cease to be a member but 
shall be readmitt.ed on ~yment of all arrears due bY' him/her to the Society."

f 
) 

http:Treasurer.1I
http:receiveda.nd
http:GmlER.AL
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;. SUBSCRImOJJS 
i) That the e.nrma.l subsoription to the'Sooiety be : 

• S:lJ!gle membership 	(exoept as provided 

under Family membershi p) - ~5 !Jar ,.ear 


• Famil.Y membership - $5 per ,.ear for one member of 
the family PLUS f52 per year 
tor each additional member ot the 
sameimmedaite family seeking 
membership 

• 	Student membership (inoluding 

Tertiary) - $2 per year 


11) 	That. FIVE-lEAR membership of -the..Soo.iety be otf'-ered to ..inte:r:.ested persoDS , 

s'llbscription being FOUR TIMES the annual subscription rates, and that BUch 
persons be advised accordingly by individual letter upon expiry of such 
membership. Farther that Concessional Cave Inspeotion Tickets be sent to 
such members with the first Newsletter issuing after the commencement of the 
Soc1ety's financial year. 

111) 	Subject to approval of the amendments to Clauses 5 and 6 of the Constitut1on, 
That subscriptions due by current members of theSociet,r and paid on or after 
the date of the Annual General Meeting (12/8/78) be deemed to cover the 
period 1/7/78 to 31/12/79 and be one and a balt times the rates stated in 
item (1), and that membership 'Will be treated as having ceased, in the event 
of non-pa:yment of the following year's subsoription, as stated in item (i),
br 30th june,1980, the same to apply to nev members joining prior to 1/10/78. 

Also that in the case of subscriptions paid up until the date of the Annual 
GeDer&l Meet1llg on 12th August.1978. :for the twelve months ending 30/6/79, 
such members v1ll be invoiced tor halt the anonal subscription rate. in the 
first Newsletter issued after 30/6/79, and they be advised that membership 
vil1 cease on 31/12/79 in the even;t of non..;payment. 

6. 	'l'REASURl!R tS FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
SUbject to approval of the amendments to Clauses 5 and 6 of the Constitution 
That the Society's financial records be closed off as at 31/12/78, and an audited 
Statement ot Receipts and EXpenditure prepared for presentation at the Annual 
General Keeting in February, 1979. 

7. 	ELECTrON OF OFFICE-BJ<::ARERS 
That the abo'fementioned proposed amendments to Olauses 4,5,6 and 10 of the R 
Constitution of the Society, be considered by the Annual General Meeting on 
12th August,1978, PRIOR to election of off1ee-bearers,and that if approved by the 
meeting, such office-bearers subsequently elected hold office for a SIX MONTHS 
period uatil February,1979. 

It.F. GUY 
JEN'OLAN CAVE3 

E4i..ted. ete.. for ·the Jetrolan~caves lIlst:ori..cal'''""atKf~fteservation 

SOcietY, o/;"-Post Office, Jenolan Cavee:.NSW.2790,):)y lan Sefton, 30 Lower Cliff 

Ave, NortlUttidqtl:l2063. 
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NOVEMBER MEETING 
The next general meeting of the Society will be held in 

Jenolan Caves House at 8-00 PM on 

Saturday 11 November 1978. 

Business~ The principal item 01 business will b~ th~ draft 
policy statement which was published in the April NEWSLETTE~i 

This an importc;mt meeting which will determine the future 
direction of the society's activities and policies. Your 
attendance and participation are needed. 

Committee Meeting 
'I'he cOImni ttee \·1111 meet in Jenolan Caves School at 4-00 Pt1 

on Saturday 11 November. 

IMPERIAL CAVE CENTENARY 
10 - 18 February 1979 

Preparations are well advanced for the celebration of th~ 
centenary of the discovery of the Imperial Cave. On page 2 we 
print a progress report from Bill Buckley. Since that report 
was written we have received some further advice from members of 
the planning committee. 

** 	 There will be two film and slide nights, covering cave~ not 
open to the public, during the celebration week. 

** 	 Children's activities are beirtg planned. 

** 	 A demonstration of caving and rock-climbing techniques is 
planned for Sunday 18 February .... . .. . . 

I, I 

Accommodation at Caves HOuse may be booked out soon. But 
don't despair. The Half-Nay House Hotel-Motel at Hampton can 
offer you comfortable hotel or motel style accommodation. The 
phone number is Hampton 1. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS - IMPORTANT NOTICE ON PAGE 3 
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IMPERIAL CAVE CENTENARY CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 
PROGRESS REPORT 

Your conunittee has met several times over the last three months and is 
making some progress towards a programme. 

It is intended to have several days of activit~es during the period of 
10th to 18th Februar¥ inclusive and, whilst the actual days and times of some 
events are not yet finalise4, We hope that the programme outlined below is 
sufficient in detail to arouse your enthusiasm and cauze you and yours to 
participate in some, if not all, of the celebrations, 

** Nature and Historical Guided \'Ialks to some or all of the following. 
* 	McKeown's Varley
* 	Weir Track to the Hydro, including a talk op Past and present power

generating plants 
* 	Walks through the Grand Arch and Goach House 
* 	'J'rye Six-foot Track, from the top of the .F'ive-mile Hill (8 km Hil],. just 

doesn't seem right) to the Caves House - one of the early methods of 
access to the caves - walking !! 

These walks would be in the range of l~ to 2 hourp dUration. 

** 	 Inspections of the (Right) Imperial Cave with a cowmentary leaning towards 
the history of the cave system - the old entrances revisited etc. 

** 	Inspections of the Architect's Studio and Shalnbles area of the Chifley Cave 
(nee Left Imperial). 

** 	 These cave inspections will be held many times over the period, with 
souvenir tickets being issued (after payment) to adults, as a memento of 
the occasion. 

On 	 Saturday 17th 

** 	 A ::::-e-enactment of the discovery of the Imperial Cave with a conunentary to 
suit the occasion. 

** 	 A concert by the Lithgow City Band. 

** 	 Unveiling of a commemorative plaque in the Imperial Cave. 

** 	 Celebration Dinner in the Caves HOUS8 followed by a dance in the Ballroom. 

On 	 Sunday f8th .

** 	 A non-denominational Chqrch service in the Cathedral Cave. 

As it is hoped that the vlhole Itleek 's <lctivi ties \<"i11 l1eceive advance 
publicity from the Dept of Tourism and the news media it is essential that 
you I as members I make your accomTUoda"tion and travel arrangements as soon as 
possible. We, after all, should not be the ones who miss out. So, if you 
know what you are doing during that week, BOOK NOW, you and !lour friends :! 

Last bit of advice - tickets for the Dinner must be limited to the 
seating capacity of the Din;lng Room and will be sold as they are applied for; 
so book early. Unfortunately we have not yet set the price for th~ Dinner/ 
Dance but it w~ll be only the amount required to cover the costs of the dinner 
and the band. 
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CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS - continued 

The dance will be open to all and those who do not attend the dinner will 
be expected to pay only for th~ dance and suppe+ ticket. 

** 	 Don't forget the photographic display at the Dept of Tourism, 16 Spring St, 
Sydney and at Caves House for three weeks, commencing Mondqy 72 January" 

BiU BuaHey 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Subscriptions became due on 1 July 1978. So far not many m~mbers have 

renewed. Please note that, following the constitutional changes made at the 
AGM, the Society's year now runs from January to December. 

If a cross appears at the foot of page 1, our records show that you were 
not financial on 8 October 1978. 
belqw. 

Single member 
Each additional member in the 

To renew please pay according to the table 

To Dec. '78 
$2.50 

To Dec. '79 
$7.50 

family at the same address $1.00 $3.00 

Full-time student or pensioner $;1..00 $3.00 

Renewals, with details of members'names, should be sent to Membership 
Secretary, Mrs J. Oliver, c/- Post Office, Jenolan Caves 2790. 

Please note that the period of grace for payment of subscriptions has 
been reduced from one year to six months, so that if you don't renew for the 
current year, this will be your last NEWSLETTER. 

MUSEUM MINDERS WANTED 
MUSEUM OPERATORS ARE NEEDED URGE1>ITLY. 

Since last July the museum has been opened on only five occasions. What 
has happened to the initial enthusiasm for the Society? 

Remember that we can help with expenses if you are prepared to put in 
the time to go to Jenolan. 

Volunteers should check with Dick Guy or Ernie Holland or any other 
member of the committee based at Jenolan. 

NEW MEMBERS 
The Society welcomes the following new members. 

Mr & Mrs R.N. Malone, Dundas 
Mrs I. Barrett, Strathfield 
Mr & Mrs A. David, Epping 
Mr V. Jeffreys, Terry Hills 
Mr & Mrs R. Steward, Kyle Bay 
Mr & Mrs O. Batchelor, Penrith 
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CURATORS' REPORT AUGUST 1978 
In presenting the annual report of the Curators for 1977-78 we are very 

pleased to advise the members of JCH&PS that all items belonging to the society 
have been accessed. We have attached a list of all important items. Among 
the items not on that 'list are letters pertaining to the inaugural meeting and 
the formation of the society as well as numerous old light globes and switch 
boards which are stored in the Chifley Cave. Light globes and switch boards 
are still being found from time to time by the guides. These items will be 
stored in the cave until such time as there is a suitable area to store and 
display them. All other items are stored in the Bush Fire Shed, Guides' 
Office and the Tractor Shed. 

Since our last meeting we have received another copy of Trickett's Guide 
Book, 1922, from Miss Y. Gillespie of Chatswood. 

The Dept of Tourism auditors, checking on the store activities for 1977-78, 
uncovered some old silverware used in Caves House - tea pots, coffee pots_etc., 
eleven items in all. These are now the property of the society. 

From the Engineer's Dept at Jeno1an Caves we,have received a highway sign 
planned by ex-carpenter D.Tovmsend, an old vice used in the original workshop, 

An old silky-oak towel dryer and a pine mantle piece have been received 
from S.O'Gorman. 

Today (12/8/78) we received a filing cabinet for storing historical items. 
This cabinet will be kept in a room in Caves House. 

J.CuZZey~ J.P.CaZZagnan 

APPENDIX. THE MARVELLOUS LIST OF HISTORICAL ITEMS 

1 swing-lens camera 1 stereoscc.pic viwer & 48 views 
19 plans & maps of Jenol~n, Yarrangob- 20 copies Panorama, Ansett Airlines 

illy & Wombeyan Caves 1 compass 
1 tariff card, 1948 1 gold pocket clock 
6 coloured menus, 1949 3 brochures, Jenolan Caves 
1 cream separator 1 manuscript, Discovery of Jenolan 
1 kerosene chicken hatcher Caves, Samuel ~~halan. 
1 Dailey l'lotor Excursions brochure Writings, pos-t cards & photographs 
Souvenir prograrmnes of Smoke Concerts used by B.T.Dunlop 
1 Jenolan Caves House Information Historical papers of Charles Whalan 

sheet, 1955 & Hughes family 
Caves House menu autographed by Joan Name plates from old boiler house 

Sutherland 68 photographs displayed in the Old 
1 tea measure marked Jeno1an Caves Post Office 
1 puramid switch board 1 cassette of official opening of Old 
6 letters, Wiburd & Trickett Post Office Museum 
1 pack of playing cards with the 1 model of caves on northern side of 

Broken Column Grand Arch 
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CURATORS' REPORT continued 

3 candle holders 
1 single furrow mould board plow 
1 harrow line scarifier 
1 horse collar & harness 
1 wheelwright's tool (runner) 
2 fire irons 
1 cast iron kettle 
1 fire breast plate 
2 wall-mounted telephones 
1 Morse code plan, remains of Morse 

set & batteries 
1 set of scales & weights 
1 certificate of merit 
1 map, Oliver Tickett 
1 cow bell 
3 lamps for horse-drawn carriage 
1 branding iron 
1 fire poker & tongs 
1 pedal organ 
1 calcite display cabinet 
1 dual lens 
1 rifle 

old silverware from Caves House 
1 highway sign 
1 workshop vice 
1 pine mantlepiece 

1 towel rack, 1880, English 
60 old bottles 
66 post cards 
327 photographs 
BOOKS: 

2 Australian Wonderlan4 

1 Nature's Masterpiece 

1 NSW Views 

1 Men of Jenolan, B.Ralston 

1 Limestone Deposits of NSW,1919 

1 Bungonia Caves 

1 Tourist Guide of Blue Mtns & Jenolan 

Caves,Mountain Devil Tours,Katoomba 
1 BungoniaCaves 
3 Guide Books, Jenolan Caves, O.Trickett 
1 Blue Mountains & Jenolan Caves, 

Frank Hurley 
1 Whalans in Australia 
1 Historical Blackheath 
1 Sands Directory 
2 Wages books, Jenolan Caves House 

RAFFLES 
The winner of the last raffle, for a cassette case, was Paul Richards. 

The current raffle is for a coffee table, again made and donated by 
Mr W. Heiron. Tickets are 20 cents each, or three for SO¢. They are available 
from Dick Guy, c/- Guides' Office, Jenolan Caves, or from Sandra Martyn in 
Sydney, phone' 660 0008. 

Ticket sellers are also required. Please contact Dick or Sandra. 

The raffle will be drawn at the November meeting, provided that we 
sell enough tickets. 

CONTACTS 
Secretary Barry Richard (acting while Graham Morrison is overseas) • 
Treasurer Keith Oliver .' 
Assistant Treasurer (sales) : Dick Guy. 
Membership Secretary Jenny Oliver. 

All these people can be contacted at Jenolan Caves. 
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EXTRAC'l'S FROM 

REVENUE 
MEMBERSHIP 

Ordinary 
Family 
Student 

SALES - OWN ITEMS 
Occasional Papers 
Newsletters 
Badges 
Postcards 
Slides 
Souvenir envelopes 

SALES - OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

MAPS 

ADMISSIONS - MUSEUM 

FUNCTIONS - Smoke Concerts 

DONATIONS 
Competition ticket sales 
Anonymous 
W.Buckley 
Mrs J. Dunkley 
S.Heaney 
Masonic meeting 
M. Merrell (competition prize) 
N. Miles 
B. McGuire 
B. Nurse 
R. Stacey 

Sundry 


INTEREST 
Commonwealth Savings Bank 
NSW Permanent Building Society 

COMMISSIONS 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Provision for postage 

TOTAL REVENUE 

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
1977/78 

$ 
303.00 
238.00 
10.00 551. 00 

232.50 I' 

0.75 
8.00 

90.90 
35.90 

129.60 497.65 

189.00 

1180.30 

324.43 

nil 

199.30 
20.36 
10.00 
9.00 

18.00 
29.06 
25.00 
25.00 
9.00 

18.00 
9.00 

16.58 388.30 

21.11 
61. 75 82.86 

nil 

1. 75 

3215.29 

1094.60 

4309.89 

August 1978 

1976/77 
$ 

160.00 
189.00 
10.00 359.00 

203.00 
0.75 
3.00 

26.60 
15.00 
65.80 314.15 

279.50 

90.50 

152.28 

156.65 

62.80 

153.41 216.21 

32.23 
nil 32.23 

1.00 

0.10 

1601. 62 

957.42 

2559.04 



~ 
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TREASURER 'S REPORT (continued) 
EXPENDITURE 

ADMINISTRATION $ 
Secr~tarial Expenses 12.00 
Newsletter Expenses 95.10 
Treasurer's Expenses 66.63 
Speleological publications,postage 0.85 
Cheque book 5.00 

$ 

179.58 

$ 

213.02 
35.23 

5.00 

$ 

253.25 

MUSEUM 
Display 
Equipment 
Attendants I 
Insurance 

expenses 

nil 
nil 

483.00 
62.63 543.63 

225.62 
32.00 

231.00 
92.75 581.37 

., PUBLICITY 
Map Display 
Pamphlets 

- lock 9.00 
12.50 21. 50 

nil 
5.00 5.00 

FUNCTIONS 
Smoke Concerts 
Competition Prize -open order 

SUBSCRIPTIONS RAHS 

nil 
25.00 
-~ 

25.00 

17.50 

10B.IO 
nil 108.10 

17.50 

Occas 
Souvenir & stamps 

107.51 
86.BO 194.31 

43.55 
25.00 68.55 

MAPS 870.50 111.95 

SALEABLE ITEMS - OTHER ORGANISATIONS 303.40 31B.72 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 1464.44 

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD 2152.47 
---

1094.60 

4309.89 2559.04 

The extracts above are an abbreviated form of the statement of income 
and expenditure in the annual report prepared by Dick Guy. The full report 
is six foolscap pages of detailed analysis. Copies can be had from Dick 
or from the Newsletter editor. 

Dick has relinquished the post of treasurer after four years, setting 
a high standard to fo11ovy, The society expresses its appreciation for the 
very thorpugh work which ,:Dick has done. 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE TO CONTRIBUTORS. IF WE GET A LOT OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
WE CAN INCREASE THE SIZE OF THE NEWSLETTER, PERHAPS YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
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FINANCIAL STATF14EN'l' FOR PERIOD 1.7,28 TO &9,713 

RECEIPTS 

t:t:EMJ;UmSH;tf 
Ordinary 
Frunily 
Student 

~LES -*U1BlOccaeio Papers
Postcards 
Slides 
Souvenir Envelopes 

SAkES "" QImm ~Og,mx§
8.8 0So BOOKS 
S,UIISOSO Books 

~ 
Museum 

!1Al§. 

ROllAAlRtI§.
Compat1tion 
AI) Badman 
10 Pemble 
J. Bryant 
S1m.dry 

l4ISC1:1~ANliP-tm 
Postage 

~ REQJg;C'S 

20.00 
10J••00 
_...&1... 124.00 

520;0 

2711100 

5.50 
~ 105 000 

3.00 
AAeOQ 23000 

31024 

396010 

38.60 

10000 

9.00 
9.00 
~ 71 044 

030 

$751 0 08 

B!W!:li~] aROyom: FOEWAlm ~l22a6t.7 
$290.3 055 


J11!ENpI1'URE 

ADWNIS:rEAXlQr! 
Newsletter Expenses - 24.67 
Treasurers Expenses - 12.99 
Cheque Book - ~tOO 42.66 

,J'~ I 
Attendants ExpenseD - 45.00 

Stationary Cupboard -125.00 170.00 I : 


MAPP,I[q AOTHQRIIl 373.1JJ 

TQT.AL..JJ~tmUllli! $ ;86.06 

MLAi!Q~ CABRDl2 FQRI1TARJ.? ~Jl1.Jt3. 
$290,3 .55 ,-

RaP:! .gllI 
~qS~SIANT 2fiEASURER 

Edited and produced by Ian Sefton, 30 Lower Cliff Ave, Northbridge 2063, 
for the JENOLAN CAVES HISTORICAL AND PRESERVATION SOCIETY, c/- Post Office, 
Jenolan Caves 2790. 
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COME 	 BACK WE DON'T WANi TO LOSE YOU
1 

since last July many of our esteemed members have 'become1. 
1. 	 unfinancial. As this may be due to oversight we are sending this 


NEWSLETTER to all.our friends, but if a cross appears in the box 

below we would like to receive your subscription. 


We would also like to remind you of the benefits Qf m;embership . . 
This 	NEWSLETTER.* 

* 	 Four half-price caVe inspection coupons each~year. 


This alone is worth at leaat $4. 


* 	 Activities for members, such as the highly successful Imperial 
Cave Centenary Celebrations held this year .. 
Similar activities are being planned for the future. 

* 	 Participation in efforts to protect and preserve the Jenolan 
Caves and their .environment. ~he Society needs concerned 
people to help formulate public policy and encourage 
discussion. 

* 	 Regular quarterly meetings with talks', slide shows I films 
etc on historical and environmental topics. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscription rates are still cheap: $5.00 per year for one\ 	 person, plus $2.00 for each additional membeF of the same family 
}iving at .the same addreps. Students and .perisioners can j9in 
~or.$2.00 per year. 

Since the society's nancial year has been changed, subs 
are current£y due for the period 1 July 1978 to 31 December 1979. 
Please send $7.50 per single member plus $3.00 each additional 
member·to the Membership Secretary, Mrs J. Oliver, c/- P.O. 
Jenolan Caves 2790. * 
If a big red cross appears here, our records 

show that you were not financial at 

7 April 1979. 
 D 
* Five subs are available at 4 times the annual rate. 

NOTICE OF MAY MEETING ON PAGE 3 


http:or.$2.00
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THE CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 
THE THOUGHTS OF A MEMBER REPORTING HIS IMPRESSIONS 

The week got off to a good start on Saturday lOth February, reached some 
very dizzy heights during the evening of the 17th and soberly arrived at a 
grand finale on Sunday the 18th. 

The' Bush/History walks were well received and enjoyed by the public on the 
weekends but attendances fell away to practically nothing during the week. 

'The cave inspections of a special type, such as the candle-light inspections 
of the Chifley-Shambles area,were very well patronised and were always sold out. 

It seemed to me that everyone at Jenolan, from Mr Rooney down to the line 
to the beaut lookin' sheila selling the pennants and manning (or should I say 
womaning?) the museum really got into the spirit of the event .and made it happen 
as we all hoped it would. 

A sight and sound to behold was the ,guides' working to get the organ into 
the Cathedral Cave for the church service and then out agaihj time in .- '1 hour 
(to try and meet the starting time), time out - l~ very trying hours. '''Don't 
mark it - it's new - and watch the legs please" will be long.remembered. 

The re-enactments (3) of the disco,:ery the Imperial'System were real 
gems of dramatic art, the first one especially so when Jer~miah Wilson, alias 
Keith Oliver, had the misfortune to nearly and behave like a surface
to-air missile in his endeavours to remove one lighted candle from the rear of 
his perpon whilst descending a rope into Ridley's Short Cut. It did a lot to 
lighten the proceedings - thanks Keith. 

The unveiling of a cast-bronze plaque at Ridley's,after the last re-enactment 
in front of the invited guests, by the Hon. K. Booth, M.P., Minister for 
Tourism, was a highlight of the week. 

The dinner on Saturday night with the dance to follow was a resounding 
success by any standards. It proved to be a winner and was made better by 
the ~ress of many of the people attending, So many were in costume of the 
period we were celebrating - little "bubs" of about two years and-.·up to the 
mums and dads - it was a real beaut. The band, The Rouseabouts, was one in a 
million. They were a period band and filled the bill to perfection. Their, 
efforts in getting everyone onto the floor and joining in the old bush .. dances 
was greatly appreciated. 

The church service was well attended and I believe we were very fortunate 
to have the Very Rev. O. Dykes, the Dean of Bathurst, officiating. The soloist 
Mr Ian Gordon of Oberon and Mr Hector Lupp, the organist, of Bathurst, both 
deserve a mention and our thanks. 

The finale on Sunday afternoon was fitting - a single rope, caving ladder 
and scaling pole demonstraion by an international team of speleologists under 
the guidance of Dr Julia James who also provided a commentary. It was a great 
display of caving techniques made all the more impressive by the very size of 
the drop - from the top of the 'sky light' to the floor (210 feet or about 
65 metres). It looked a very wee ladder and a very thin piece of string 
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CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS - continued 

you say it's a rope? They not only came down -they also went up both by rope 
and ladder. Thanks speleos. 

This, I repeat, is only my thoughts and observations; a much more factual 
report has:be~n prepared by our sub-committee. 

I conclude with this - thanks everyone for the part you played in making 
it work,. for your efforts and enthusiasm and the enjoyment you gave to others. 
A question ends these ramblings - would you like to see us attempt a "Back to 
Jenolan Weekend" in the Caves House again; say an annual event? Let's have 
your 'le~ters and comments. 

Bill Buokley 

MAY MEETING - SLIDE SHOW NIGHT 
The next general meeting of the Society will be held in Jenolan Caves 

House at 8 PM on 
Saturday 26 May 1979. 

Members will be entertained with the slide shows prepared for 
at Caves House during the Centenary Celebrations week. Th~se shows were 

well received by the public and the Society hopes to conti~ue to provide 
this service for guests at Caves House. 

Photographs of the celebrations will also be on display and members may 
order copies. 

Supper is served at all general meetings. 

Why not come to Jenolan for the day? Book in for dinner at Caves House 
and join us for the meeting afterwards, 

Committee members note that the committee meets at 4-00 PM on 
26 May, probably in the school. 

ME~TING DATES FOR THE NEXT YEAR 
This is official notice that general meetings of the Society will be 

held at Jenolan Caves at 8-00 PM on 

Saturday 26 May 1979, 
Saturday 11 August 1979, 
Saturday 10 November 1979, 
Saturday 9 February 1980 (Annual General 

Meeting) 

The committee is also planning a number of other activities for the next 
year, including a function - something like the centenary dance - tentatively 
set down for 8 March 1980. If there is something you would like to see 
happen why not let us know? 
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CURATORS' REPORT 

In the last quarter the curators have received on behalf of the Society, 
from Mrs A Stone of Guildford, 29 photographs of scenes inside Jenolan Caves 
as well as outside. We would like to thank Mr Bill Buckley for arranging the 
collection of these on our behalf. 

A geological- map, dated 1899, of the Blue Mountains area has been received 
from E. Holland, a member of JCH&PS. 

We have received from the storeman, through the manager of Jenolan Caves 
House" an electric coffee percolator which was used in Caves House from 
approximately 1924. It was originally for 110 volts but was converted for 240 V. 

We have received a poster from the Blue Mountains Tourist Association, 
Katoomba. This depicts the Indian Canopy of Orient Cave. 

K. Oliver donated photographs of Theresa Holland, the first female casual 
guide of Jenolan and copies of photographs of a watch presented to Wally Hawken, 
a guide at Jenolan for many years, from the staff when he left. 

The curators would like to thank Mr Heiron, Mr and Mrs.David Bryart and 
Mr and Mrs J. Pemble for attending to the museum for us once again. They have 
been doing some changing around of the photographs and restoring the photo 
display cases. 

To assist the sub-committee with the smooth operation of the Centenary 
Celebrations, we have given them the Society's entire collection of 
photographs so that a selection may be may for display purposes at Spring St 
Travel Centre as well as at Jenolan Caves. 

J. Culley J.P. Callaghan 
November 1978 Curators 

RESEARCH OFFICER'S REPORT 

Since the annual general meeting of this society in August 1978, I have 
had the opportunity of speaking to a young lady by the name of Miss Dianne 
Worms from Singleton. Miss Worms was seeking information about her family 
who are descendants of James ~{halan on her mother's side. Her mother is 
Edna Whalan, a daughter of Alice and Charles Whalan. This matter has to be 
researched to give results. The information could be in the Whalan book of 
history, even though it is in the other family line. 

Only as recently as 6/11/78 I was speaking to Mrs Claire Fitzmaurice 
Chatswood. I learnt that she is a relation of James Simcoe 
Fitzmaurice. Fitzmaurice was the person responsible for the experiments with 
the electric illumination at Jenolan in the period around 1880. Mrs Fitzmaurice 
is going to discuss the matter with her family and check to see if the 
family has any photographs or documents that could be of interest to our 
society. 

R. Nehlbould 11/11/1978 
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REGISTER OF EXPERTS 

The Society wishes to compile a lis~ of members and others who have 
special knowledge or skills which may be of use to the Society in preparing 
submissions for the conservation and development of the Jenolan Caves Reserve 
as well as' 'other. aspects of the Society's activities,. ' The range of skills 
and interests could be vast; some which ,come to mind are cave management, 
tourism, traffic management, park m~nagement, pollution control, speleolqgy, 
ecology, natural history, other natural sciences, historical research, 
publ·ishing etc. 

please send a summary of your interests and qualifications to the 
Secretary, Graham Morrison, 157 Greville Road, Chatswood 2067. 

CENTENARY WEEK PHOTOS FOR SA~E 
The Society commisioned a large number of photographs to be taken during 

the Imperial CaveCehtenary celebrations. Keith Oliver, cJ- Guide~1 Office, 
Jenolan cayeE{~" ha~ P:t::0of sheets of these photos available for' inspection. 
You cpn order cop'ies from Keith. ' . 

'The proofs will also be available at the May general meeting, 

SNIPPETS
E:",: ;' 

, " '-, {\!:: w 


,,. MINUTES SECRETARY .,i ~ .. , "'1/ .0, , "'"1 J! 

f; At 'its ,Api'il meeting the committee appointed 'paul···Richards to 'the,job 
~ ;1! •

of minutes secretary. 


PUBLICITY OFFICER " " ~0 ~ 


Phil McGuire has taken up the position of publicit:;'officer for the Society. 
; ~~'. : 

ACQUISITIONS 
At the April committee.meeting, the curators reported that i;hey had 

received some photographs from,. Mr W. Heiron and Mr K. Oliver. 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 
At the time of the last AGM our accounts had not been audited because our 

auditor was ill. The 1977-78 accounts now carry the following certificate. 
II The above statement has been checked against all relevant books of 

accounts and records and it is certified that the details shown above are a 
true and fair indication of the affairs of the Society during the period 
1/7/77 to 30/6/78. 

(Signed) F.Attwood A.A.S.A. Accountant II 

GUIDES' HONOUR ROLL 
The honour roll of Jenolan Caves Guides which was made and presented 

by Mr W.F. Heiron was completed last year and placed in the Guides' Office. 

JENOLAN CAVES SCHOOL 
People looking for the Jenolan Caves School in the car park behind Caves 

House will find that it has disappeared. It has not closed down. It has 
been transported to a new site on the edge of no. 2 car park, between 
Carlotta Arch an d the tennis courts. 
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CENTENARY PENNANTS 
The Society has produced a pennant to mark the Imperial Cave Centenary. 

These are available for 80¢ each plus 25¢ postage from the assistant treasurer, 
Dick Guy, c/- Guides' Office, Jenolan Caves 2790. 

If you ask for them, a copy of the centenary celebrations programme 
and a souvenir ticket will be included at no extra charge. 

SYSTEM 
CEN,TEN'ARl 

d. C.I. 41 P. s. 

DISCOVERED,
16th FEBRUARY l879 

.. 
NEW MEMBERS 

The society welcomes the following new members. 

Mrs M. Sullivan and Miss C. Sullivan of Keiraville 
Miss P. White of Turramurra 
Mr S. McClean of Gladesville 
Mr C.R. Wiburd of Mosman 
Mr C. Firbank of Northbridge 
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CENTENARY MENU 
For those who missed out on the Ce.ntenary Dinner here I s what you 

didn't get for dinner. 

SOUP: 	 Crystal Palace Asparagus. 

Tomato Tarana 

ENTREE: 	 Coral Grotto Grilled Flounder Fillets 

Pompey's Bolognaise 

MAIN COURSE: 	 Ridley Short Cut Roast Beef and 
Yorkshire Pudding 

Wilson's Roast Pork and Apple Sauce 

Gem of the West Roast Lamb and 
Mint Sauce 

Imperial Roast Chicken 

Sentinel Poached Chicken 

Garden Palace Vegetables in Season 

DESSERT: 	 Carlotto's Steamed Pudding 

Lucinda's Apple Pie and Cream 

Confectioner's Shop Ice Cream Sundae 

Jeremiah's Jelly Moulds and Ice Cream 

or 

Selection from the Vestry Cheese Board 

Billy Tea or Old Camp Coffee 

MUSEUM 

The museum was kept open during the Imperial Cave centenary C~lebrations 
week. Thanks to Jenny Oliver who, dressed in period costume, kept the 
museum open from lOth to 16th February and to Mr Heiron who opened it at 
the weE!kend, 17th and 18th February. 

RAFFLE 
! 

WINNERS 

The slide case raffle which had been running for some time before the 
centenary celebrations was won by Elaine Holland. 

Other raffles run during the celebrations and drawn at the dance were 
won by 

Mr Sistron 	 P. Richards 
M. Nemanis 	 T. Fiebig 
S. Stephens J. Pemble 


All prizes were made and donated by Mr W.F. Heiron. 
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RECEII'lfS 

MmBERSHIP 
Ordinary 62.50 
Family 144.00 
Student Nil 

SALES-01-tN ITEMS 
Occas. fa pers 56.00 
Postcards 23.60 
Slides 8.85 
SOUT. Envelopes 17.{& 

SALES-OTHER SOCIETY'S 
S.U.S.S. BOOKS 40.00 
3.S.3; BOOKS 7.~0 
A .S .F. ROOKS ...4..00 

ADMISSIONS 
Museum 

DONltTION'S 
r;omn. Ticket Sales (J).t.D 
E. &H. Hendy 2.00 
\-1. Heiron 10.00 
J. Carney 2.50 
Sundry ~ 

l1ISCELLA!lEOUS 
Postage 

""'OT.~.L RECEl PI'S 

O,UARTER 

206.50 

105.85 

51.50 

375.90 

88.61 

.20 

,P; 872.93 

"';2317;.42. 

$3190.42 

TO DATE 

82.50 
248.00 

Nil, 
330.50 

108.50 
51.20 
14.35 . 
36.80 

210.85 

60.00 
10.50 
4·00 ' 

7/...50 

75.61 

772.00 

160 .05 

.50 

,'.ii2152.1t7 

$37'1£.L,J3 

EXPE~TDI'!'DRE 

AD~{[NISTRATION 
Newsletter 19.57 
Treasurer 7.90 
Cheque Book ~ 

'!-WEUM 
Attend. Exns.45.00 
Stat. CUpb. Nil 
Insce. Vol 
Ho.rkers Pol 109.37 
Honour Roll 30.00 
Disn. ~epai!s22'2!t 

FfJ1TC':'JOHS 

QUA-1l.T1m 

Accom. Guest '31)e~er 
Bro. lr. Sullivan 

TOT"'.L EXPSNDlTURS Ji 
.---.-~ 

. 

27.47 

206.91 

594.68 


B"'.LANCE CARllIED FD;)22.9...2.!.2!t 
~319Q.42 

R.F. GUY 

44.24 
20.89 
~ 
70.13 

90.00 
125.00, 
109.37 

3D.DO 
22.51k 

37f>.91 
t 

/ 
26.00 

701.70 
I 

""1180.7L... 

~2525.74 

~3776.lS· 

\SS::STANT TFI.Ef.STJ'!1ER. 
,I 

Edited and produced by Ian Sefton, 30 Lower Cliff' Ave, Northbridge 2063, 
for the JENOLAN CAVES HISTORICAL AND PRESERVATION SOCIETY, c/- Post Office, 
Jeno1an Caves 2790. 

http:Exns.45.00
http:ii2152.1t
http:2317;.42
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AUGUST MEETING 

The next general meeting of the Society will be held in 
Jenolan Caves House at 8 PM on 

Saturday 11 August 1979. 

** A videotape of the climbing techniques display,taken at the 
Imperial Cave Centena~y Celebrations, will be shown. 

** Ron Newbould will give a talk on the role of the Research 
Officer. 

Business: A motion to confer honorary life membership on 
Richard Guy will be considered. 

If you intend to join 'other members of the Society at dinner 
before the meeting it is a good idea to book early in the day. 

Committee Mee 

The committee will meet at 4-00 PM on 11 August, probably 
in the Jenolan Caves School. Check at the Guides' Office. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Please note that the Society's financial year now ends on 

31 December. If you paid only a one year subscription last 
July, 'you now need to pay another half year to bring your 
subscription up to date. Due to postal difficulties we are not 
able to use an up-to-date membership list to put the usual 
individu~l reminder her.e. But you could check your own records. 
Subscriptions are $5 p.a. per member plus $2 p.a. for each 
additional member of the same family at the same address. 
Pensioners and full-time students pay. the $2 rate. 

UNFINANCIAL MEMBERS v-lILL BE REMOVED FROM THE MAILING LIST 
ON 31 DECEMBER. 

Payments and enquiries to the Membership Secretary, Jenny 
Oliver, c/~ Post Office, Jenolan Caves 2790 please. 
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RESEARCH OFFICER'S REPORT 
During January and February of 1979 I was able to write six articles for 

the Centenary week of Celebrations for the discovery of the Imperial Cave 
system. The papers were dealing with Accommodation at Jenolan Caves,. Access 
from Katoomba and Mount Victoria, Historical Features of Grand Archway through 
to Bone Cave (Shambles), McKeown's Valley, Methods of I-:llumination in the 
Jenolan Caves and Jeremiah Wilson - Caves Keeper and Discoverer of the Imperial 
system of caves. Copies were given to the Guides' Office and another set of 
copies was -retained for JCH&PS. . 

About six weeks ago I spoke with a Mr Cook who is a descendant of the 
family of Cook who used to be the photographer at Jenolan and had the guest 
house (Kia-Ora) at the top of five-mile hill. Mr Cook intends to discuss the 
matter of the glass negatives that are in the family possession with the 
possibility of giving them to JCH&PS. I did not obtain Mr Cook's address. 

Mr Heiron has been untiring of effort in being able to establish good 
relations with Dr Wiburd, Mr Chris Firbank and Mr Bradley. I ask that 
JCH&PS thank Mr Heiron for his efforts. 

R. NewbouLd 26/5/79 

CURATORS' REPORT 

The curators have received the following items. 


Six photographs and a small clay vase. The clay vase was made from clay 
of the Temple of Baal Cave. These have been donated by Mr L. Wilcox of 
Bathurst. 

Through Mr J. Pemble, 33 photographs from Mr Heiron's coll,ection. These 
photographs have been enlarged. 

From the Manager of Caves House, a plan of the development of Bone Cave/ 
Shambles in the Left Imperial Cave. 

J. p. CaLLaghan 26/5/79 

MUSEUM ,REPORT 
A working bee is needed to tidy up the outside and repaint the building. 

The metal bracing for the walls had not been received by the May meeting. 

Paul Richards is organising a 'MUSEUM' sign. 

The May general meeting carried a vote of thanks to Mrs Sullivan and 
Mrs Oliver for running the museum during the school holidays. 

RAFFLE 
The society is conducting another raffle for a cassette case made 

and donated by Mr Heiron. Tickets are 20¢ each or 3 for 50¢. 
They can be obtained from committee members at Jenolan or from Sandra Martyn, 
94 Glebe Point Road, Glebe 2037 (phone 660 0008). Please remember to 
add 20¢ if ordering by post. 
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HAVE ANOTHER BALL 

Following.the tremendous success of the centenary Celebrations Dance 
last February your committee received many requests for another event of 
the same kind. So a subcommittee has been formed to organise another 
dance at Jenolan on 

Saturday 8 March 1980 . 

The band has been booked and house reservations for members to stay 
overnight have been made. Confirmation is required by September and members 
should book direct with Caves House {making clear that you are JCH&PS members} 
not with the society. The current tariffs"are printed here. 

WEEKEND RATES (Minimum tariff is for dinner, bed and breakfast on Saturday 
nights), Rates per person. 

Room with private facilities Room without pte facil. 
Dinner,bed, breakfast $30.00 . $22.50 
Daily, all meals $35.50 $28.00 
Package concession 
Dinner Fri to Lunch Sun $58.00 $50.00 
Dinner Sat to Lunch Mon $58.00 $50.bo 
Dinner Fri to Lunch Mon $78.00 $70.00 

Children's Rates: 	 2 years and under 12 years - half rate. 
Under 2 years - at the discretion of the Manager. 
Cots are available. 

Other activities are being·planned for the weekend. Nature walks, 
candle-light tours, a treasure hunt, a barbecue, swimming events, a walking 
tour of the historical buildings are possibilities. The response from 
members will determine what actually happens. 

COME TO THE DANCE. 

BOOK NOW FOR ACCOMMODATION OR COME FOR THE 
EVENING. 

Chairman of organising committee: 	Bill Buckley 
4 Boden Ave, Strathfield. 76 9287 

PUBLI C I TV REPORT 
At the May committee meeting our new publicity officer, Phil McGuire, 

reported that he would be contacting the Sydney Visitors' Bureau for inclusion 
on their members' list. The secretary wi~i write a blurb outlining the 
advantages of joining the society. Advertisements for the society's meetings 
will, in future, .be placed in the menus in Caves House. 

Phil is also organising a revised version of the society's membership 
application brochure, together with a map of the walks available in the area, 
which we hope will be available from the reception desk at Caves House. 

The society has decided to get a listing in the telephone directory, 
using D. Bryant's number. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

FINANCiAL STATEMENT FE!R PERIOD.1.1. 79T1l;31.3. 79 

RECEIPTS 
MEMBERSHIP 
Ordinary 40.00 
family 24.50 
Student 5.00· 

SALES-OWN ITE~~S 
Cbcas. Papers 77.50 
Postcards 38.60 
Badges 6.00 
Slides 10. SO 
Souv. Envelopes 55.10 
Cent. Pennants 112.00 

SALE~OTHER SOCIETY'S 
S.U.5.S. Books 75.00 
5.5.5. Books 25.50 
A.S.F. Books 16.00 

ADI'4rSSIrJJS 
M..!Sleum 66.12 

.t:l8.!2 234.90 

Donations 
Camp. Ticket Sales 

146.10 
M.Sullivan 30.00 
J.Oliver 10.00 
B. filaguire 9.00 
P.I4ay 4.20 
I"la90nic: )Vesting 13.67 
Sundry 2.00 

r4ISCELLANECUS 
Postage rJil 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 
Balance Brought Fwd. 

qUARTER 

q9.50 

300.00 

.' 
116.50 

66.12 

234.90 

214.97 

S10(;1.99 
$2595.7~ 

$3597.73 


TO DATE 

122.5C 
272.50 
.~O.Q 
400.00 

186.00 
89.80 
6.00 

25.15 
91.9C 

112.00 
51B.35 

135.00 
36.00 
20.00 

191.00 

131.43 

1006.90 

385.32 

.50 

~2626.BB 
$215?47 

$477B. ,17 

EXPEND ITlJRE QUARTER TO DATE 
ADi"1IMISTRATH1'J 
Newsletter Expns. Nil 
Treasurer Expns. Nil 
Cheque Book Nil 

r·USEUi'i 
Attendants Exps. 198.00 
Stat. Cupb. Nil 
Insce. Policy Nil 
Honour Roll Nil 
Disp. Repairs 21.00 

FUNCTICNS 
500 pennants 264.50 
Cent. Plaque 347.49 
Cent. Dinner (MAY) 24.00 
Drinks.Lithgow Band 19.67 
DW Bryant Exps. 101,74 
Bro. N. Sullivan. Nil 

SALEABLE rrH1S 
Publications 59.48 
Souv. Envelopes 80.20 

S.U.S.S. Books 202.50 

H?pping Authority 146.80 

SU'R5CR IPTIONS 
R•.'\.H.S. 17~50 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 
Balance Carried Fwd. 

, 

K.Oliver. 

Honorary Treasurer. 


219.00 

757.40 

139.68 

1:i1482.8B 
$2114.85 

44.24 
20.B9 

5.00 
70.13 

28B.00 
125.00 
109.37 
30.00 
43.54 

595.91 

264.50 
347.49 

24.00 
19.67 

101.74 
26,00 

783.40 

59.48 
80.20 

139.68 

202.50 

854.50 

17.50 

$2663.62 
'$21'14.85 / 

$3597.73 $4778.47 
I 

http:S10(;1.99
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MASTER PLAN ? 
Recent correspondence received by the Society contains the following 

information. 

The Department of Public Works has confirmed that an aerial survey, 
covering the Jenolan Caves Reserve has been carried out. " An immediate 
use shall be as an aid tc detail (sic) planning of the Caves House Precinct 
and in assessing the impact of alternative transporation systems within the 
reserve (including the present vehicular traffic)." 

From the State Pollution Control Commission we learn that :
" In event of any developments being proposed that could significantly 

affect the Jenolan Caves environment an environmental impact statement would 
be prepared. In such cal:es the Principles and Procedures for Environmental 
Impact Assessment in New South Wales as outlined in Environmental Standard 
EI-4 provide for public display of the document should this arise. The 
views of your society on the proposals would be appreciated and taken into 
consideration." 

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS PHOTOS 
FINAL NOTICE 

Members who wish to purchase copies of photographs of the Imperial Cave 
Centenary Celebrations should act without delay. please write to Keith 
Oliver, c/- P~O. Jenolan Caves and he will send you the proof sheet~ for 
inspection. 

All photos will be printed in post-card size. The prices are 80¢ for 
colour and 40¢ for black and white; postage is extra. 

COMING EVENTS 
A 'social function, perhaps a wine bottling, is being organised for 

October at the home of David and Janet Bryant. 

The speaker at our meeting on 10 November will be Dr R. Kinghorn. 

More details of both events will appear in the October NEWSLETTER. 

~1APS FOR SALE 
The society is an agent for all maps produced by the Central 

Mapping Authority of New South Wales. Recent additions to the rqnge of 
maps available include national parks. Assistant treasurer, Dick Guy, 
looks after these. He can be contacted c/- Guides' Office, Jenolan. 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR WANTED 
I shall be retiring from the position of NEWSLETTER editor in 

November. Any person interested in taking on the job should contact the 
secretary, Graham Morrison, 157 Greville Road, Chatswood 2067 (phone 419 3734). 

Ian Sefton 
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REPORT BY CHAIRMAN OF CENTENARY COr-'MI'ITEE 

'!his repJrt will deal wainly with facts and figures of the weeks 
events during the lOth - 18th February, 1979. 

Nature and Historical Walks: .'lWenty six walks were offered to the 
public but in most cases there were so few people about that they were 
not o::mducted. The three day ~ratures of 35-38 degrees C (95-100 
degrees F) in the shade certainly had an adverse effect on anyone who 
was considering the walks. 

The weekends did attract more walkers and the general feelings of those 
who participated was that with more publicity and the knowledge that the 
walks could be a perrranent feature of Jenolan would bring them (with their 
friends) back to the 1;"eserve just "to do the walks". 

Total attendances of all walks was twenty eight. 

Three Re-enactrrents of the Imperial Cave Discovery were staged, and 
always more people wished to buy tickets than could be fitted into the cave. 

The evening showings of the Audio/Visual (slides) were very popular and 
two corrplete showings were held most nights. Attendances were 236 re
presenting 70% of house occupancy. 

Saturday 17th Happenings 

'I11e Children I s Treasure Hunt in the Coach House was a real fun event. 
OVer one hundred children took part; watched by about an equal nurrber 
of adults. 

The re-enactrrent for the benefit of the Official Party and invited guests 
was a pJlished r::erforrnance by all concerned and at the conclusion of the 
re-discovery our President intrcx::1uced Mr. Clough M. P ., the I.ccal M2rrber 
of the N.S.W. State Governrrenti who in turn intrcx::1uced Mr. Ken Booth M.P., 
the Minister for Tourism who addressed a few remarks to the guests and 
unveiled a bronze plaque corrrrertorating the discovery. This plaque can 
be seen in the IlTI[:€rial cave at Ridleys Short CUt. 

At the conclusion of the unveiling and inspection of the Imperial Cave, 
afternoon tea was served on the terrace area of the Caves House 
apparently to anyone and everyone who cared to join in. There was more 
than enough for all. The Lithgav City Band entertained us during the 
afternoon with musical numbers and their efforts were greatly appreciated. 

The Dinner in the Dining Rcx:rn was a grand affair. A large prop:::>rtion of 
the guests were in r::ericx::1 costtIm2, Circa. l8BD. Husbands, wives, boys, 
girls and even little ones just walking - it was a spectacle of colour 
and history. The setting in the dining rcx::rn were in excess of one hundred 
and eighty and the house was full. 
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The dance to folIa-; was an unqualified success. An est:i.nate of the 
attendance is hard to figure as t;eople were coming and going all night, 
but a "tum-overU of two hundred and fifty could be a realistic ooe. 

'!he band was IXlpular ceyond belief. Because they actually taught people 
Australian Folk Dancing, the flcor was always full of willing and happy 
students of the art. 

Sunday 18th 

COllrellced at 9.45 a.m. with a Church Service in the cathedrai cave attended 
by one hundred and fifty seven t;ersoos. The service "Was conducted by the 
Very Rev. (Men Dykes who also canposed sane alternate words for one hymn 
referring to "the cave rren of Jenolan". 

At 2.30 p.m. a climbing and abseiling display "WaS held in the Devils 
Coach House and it was a very professional display, even if it "WaS 

"heart-stopping". Again an estimate, ,and 'because the Coach House is so 
very big, it is very hard to be aCCl,lrate, but three hundred plus spectators 
is my guess. 

The Museum was Ot;ened every day of the celebrations by a very lovely lady 
in a charming old world dress - complete with parasol, she "WaS the most 
photographed "object de art" lady. 

Thanks to everyone who helped to make the titre of celebration so successful 
and rraking it so easy to run because it all seemed to fall into place' so 
easily. I don I t wish to mention any nanes for special thanks in case I 
miss sane one, but several groups do deserve sore recognition. 

The Carmi ttee i of which I had the honour to -be Chairman - they worked many 
long nights and days and wrote many letters and spent a lot of time on 
phones making every effort to ensure that it would be a success. 

The Volunteers (eleven of them) who were prepared to conduct the Nature/ 
Historical walks and the people who \'Irote the inforrration sheets so that 
the conductors of walks would appear to knCM more than the walkers. I 
\<.'QuId like to think that a copy of all the information sheets are placed 
in our archive section for future inclusion in a library. 

The Guiding Staff for all the extra things over and above their normal duties. , 

The Candle Holders for the candlelight tours, getting that organ into and 
out of the cathedral - being at the House each night for the Slide Presentation 
to answer questioos. 

The M3.nagerrent and Staff of the caves House for their full and enthusiastic 
co-operation to all our requests. 

. ... continued on page 8 

.
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CENTENARY COMMITTEE REPORT .... from page 7 

The o=pa.rtn:ent of Tourism for accepting the financial obligation for 
the weeks festivities. Without their help in rroney matters it 'WOuld have 
been a much abbreviated affair. 

fue group who lent their slides for the slide display and the :many nights 
they sp;:mt cc:xrq;::osing the display and writing the script. 

In conclusion, the general opinion appears to be that the celebraticn 
was a successful venture and fran nti <Nll1 thoughts and listening to others, 
the pJssibility of making an annual event of the Dinner/Dance week-end 
should l::e praroted and persued. 

W. J. Buckley 
OiAIRMAN 

NEvJ ~1EMBERS 


The Society welcomes the following new members. 


Ken Symonds of Eastlakes 
Ronald A.J. Bradley of Eastwood 
Leslie D. Hodges of Ingleburn 
Queenie A. Symonds of Woollahra 
Eric C. Eades of Caringbah 
Gary J. Keir of Dundas Valley 
Michael J. Chilcott of Warrawee 
T.R. Howell of Kirribilli 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Single memberships paid to 1979 43 

Family memberships paid to 1979 33 
Student memberships paid to 1979 5 
Family memberships paid to 1980 1 
Family memberships paid to 1984 1 
Student memberships paid to 1984 1 
Financial memberships, total 84 
Life memberships 1 
Total 85 J.S.Oliver 26/5/79 

JCH&PS NEWSLETTER is edited by Ian Sefton, 30 40wer Cliff Ave, Northbridge 
2063, for Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society, c/- Post 
Office, Jenolan Caves 2790. 
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NOVEMBER MEETING 
DON'T MISS THIS ONE 

Guest speaker at our next meeting will be 

Dr J. R. Kinghorn, 

sometime Honorary 	Curator of the Jenolan Caves Reserve, on the subject 

REFLECTIONS ON THE FAUNA OF JENOLAN 

AND SUGGESTIONS FOR ITS FUTURE PRESERVATION. 

Dr Kinghorn originally went to Jenolan to study the fauna at 
the request of the Chief Secretary during the years 1922 - 30. 

The meeting will be held in Caves House at 8-00 PM on 

Saturday 10 November 1979. 

Committee Meeting: 4 PM the same day_ Check at Guides' Office for 
the location. 

CAVES HOUSE TO CLOSE 
But not forever. Caves House will be closed for major renovations 
to the kitchen from 11 February to 13 March 1980. 

The dance, planned by the Society for 8 March has, therefore, 
been postponed. New plans will be considered by the committee at 
its next meeting and we will let you know what we will be doing in 
our next NEWSLETTER. 

The closure will'also affect our Annual General Meeting. The 
new date suggested is Saturday 2 February. 

NEW ME~1BERS 
The Society welcomes the following new members 

B.J. Rowe, Jenolan Caves, 
J.R. Kinghorn, Northwood. 
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CURATORS' REPORT 
" "J". 

At the August meeting the curators reported that they had received Ed.x " 
old photographs, two of the old pig farm and four of guides. These were 
donated by Mrs Denise 'Melville of Hackett A.C.T. 

An old electric switch with a porcelain back and a brass cover has been 
added to the collection. This switch was replaced after 70 years of use in 
the beer and wine storeroom of Caves House. 

The photograph of Jeremiah Wilson, used during the Imperial Cave Centenary 
Celebrations, has been framed and will be hung in the Guides' Office. 

NETTLE AND ARCH CAVES 
Development work for the reopening of the Nettle and Arch Caves is 

going ahead. New concrete steps from Carlotta Arch to the entrance of the 
Arch Cave have been constructed. A plaque nearby tells the story : 

NETTLE AND ARCH CAVES 

Discovered ~846, closed 1932. This stairway is 
the first stage-of a redevelopment of these caves 
for inspection by visitors. 

JENOLAN WALKS MAP 
Aa a spinoff from the walks o~ganised during the Imperial Cave Centenary 

Week, Phil McGuire has drawn up a map showing various walks around Jenolan. 
The Society will be publishing this map soon. 

EDITORIAL 
This NEWSLETTER is now six years old. The first issue was a single 

duplicated sheet with a notice of meeting and a few snippets of news. Since 
then it has grown to eight or ten pages per issue, depending on the amount of 
material provided by members. 

I am now retiring from the editorial chair and handing over to Dick Guy, 
who has offered to keep the NEWSLETTER going, at least until the new committee 
is elected next February. In fact, the major part of this issue is Dick's work; 
you can spot the difference by the typefaces used. 

Thanks to all those members who have provided the material so far - may I 
urge you to keep it up so that'Dick will have something to edit instead of 
having to write it all himself? 

Ian Sefton 
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AlmUAL GENmAL MEETING 

The A:nnaa1 General Meeting of the Soo1etr will be held at J.nolan Caves Oil 
Saturd.a.7 2. Februar7,1980 , tba.t 1s the FIRST saturda,'y1n r.bruary. 
Cans lIOus. ~ ttaa-n.ilable o:n our normal meeting date of the second Saturda.,.. • 

Members and triends vho will require accommodation at CaTes House o~ that 
Dight are advised to book DOll to be sure of getting 1t.. 

Members vho intend to aocept nomination for office, or to take part in 'YOting 
for the elction of officebearers, are urged to check their ti.ll8ncial status, nov. 

~ ••••ooooOOOOoooo •••• ~ ••• 

opym TRICKETT'S 'MAP OF THE .JENOLAB CAVES' 

Man,. me.bars will be familiar with this map produced by Ollnr Trickett in 1925. 

The Society has been aware -of the general interest of nsitors to Jenolan and 
the desire to obtain copies. 

We exsllh aed the feasibility of producing a colour coded version of "the map but 
costs ruled this out~ Hovever ve have produced a quarter sized black and vbite 
versioD and these can be purchased at cost 300 each from the Assistant Treasurer 
at J eJlDlaD Caves. 

Members may be interested to learn that in the five weeks since stocks became 
aT8.i.lable, 80llle 600 copies have been sold. It is hoped that if sales conti:nue 
at this rate, sufficient funds vill accumulate to again consider bringing out 
a colour coded version• 

•••••000000000000 •••••••••• 

The last rafne tor a Cassette Case donated by Mr. HeiroD vas von by 

Mr. Michael Chilcott. 

A DEN ra:rfie vith tvo prizes - a magazine rack and a trq, is under vay and 

should be dravn at the November meeting. 

Tickets are 20c each or 3 for 500 and can be obtained from Sandra Martyn 

(Sydney 660 0008) or Dick Guy, Jenolan Caves. 
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NEW HISTORICAL MAP 
I ARROWSMITH I S DISOOYmIES IN AUS'l'RALIA' 1831t 

We have copies for sale of this latest addition to the Central Mapping Authority' B 

hietorieal series. John Arrowsmith (1790-1873), with his cousins Aaron aDd Saauel, 
aided his UD.cle in the cODStruction of his large collection of maps a:ad charts 
at the gamily bushess house in Soho Square, London,. 

Atter his uncle 18 death in 1823, J Qbn Arro'Wsmith commenced business OD. lltsovn accoun.t 
1:a Essex Street, Strand but finally succeeeded to the head of the house in Soho . 
Square on the death of' his cousin Samuel. 

His first pubUcation in 1834 was the London Atlas, recognised as the best atlas 
of its day. This was follovad by a long system. of elaborate and carefully executed 
maps embodyiDg the results of contemporaryexpleration, the maps of Australia, 
North America, ,Africa. and India being especially TB.l.uable. 

The lll8.p IDiscoTeries in Australia I vas derived troll earlier com.pUations exeeuted 
by his 'UDale s.nd cousins and information obtained from the Dolollial. Office:' The Uls'1S 
vas publ18~ in 1834 and is a fine example of the de"f'elopment. in cartography from 
this period. 

J ohD Arrowsm.ith was one of the founding fellows of the Royal Geographical Society 
ia 1830 and for lI!I.8lly years was a member of its council. In 1863 he received the patrol 
geld medal tor the important services he had rendered to geographical science. 

Price of this map is $1 .50 plus 50c postage • 

••••• 000000000000 ••••• 

iMPERIAL CAVE CENTENARY 

We still have supplies of : 

• satin Centenary Pennants 
• Souvenir Cave Tickets 
• Souvenir brochures 

frOB the Centenary week activities. 

ODe of each is offered as s, set, tor price 50c plUs 25c postage. Orders to the 
Assistant Treasurer. Jenolan Caves t please • 

•••••000000000000••••••• 
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LIS'f OF BOOKS, MAPS AND OTHER ITEMS •SOLD BY THE SOCIETY 

We publish an up-to-date listing of the various ptbl1cations and historical items 
produced by tbeSociet;;y, books produced by various Speleological Societies and. 
maps issued by the Central Mapping Authority for lIhich this Society' is an Agent. 

This Society receives a commission of 10% on ill sales of the books ot. Speleological 
Societies. 

OD. sales ot Central. Mapping Authority maps, lie receive a. commission ot approximatel)"
30%. 

" Orders 	should be directed to : 

The Assistant Treasurer, 

Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society',

c.I- Post Office, 

JJmOLAN CAVES. N.S.W. 2790 

When ordering, please torvard payment, including the amount shown for postage and 
packaging. 

PRIem: 	 POSTAGE~ 

OCCASIONAL PAPERS 
No.1 Steam Cleaning ot Orient Cave ;oc ) 25c 
No.2 '!he Discovery of the Imperial Cave 50c ) tor 1 or 2 
No.3 The DisCOYery of the Barralong Cave 50c ) Papers. 
No.4 The Binoomaa. Cut 50c ) 35c 

tor .3 or tull 
set.BWGBS 


J.,apel Badges - a'V8.ilable to members only $1 25c 


SOUVENIR ENVELOP:ES 

Jeuolan Caves Pictorial Postmark 20c 25c 


POS!CARPS 

Bullock ream - 1900 - on Tvo Mile Hill 40c ) 25c 

Bicycle Party - 190.3 - near Caves House lAc ) 

CaviDg Party - 1900 - te~ture8 Jack Edvards 4f)c ) 

Old Car - 1900 - near Caves House 4f)c ) 


SLIDES 

Bicycle Party - 190.3 15c 25c 


IMPERIAL CAVE 	 CENTENARY 1919 - SOUVENIR PACK 
includes 	 - Satin Pennant 

- Souvenir Inspection Ticket 
- SOU'Venir brochure 50c 25c 

PAMPHLETS 
Jenolan Caves House Free 
Post Oftice Jenolan Caves Free 20c 
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PRICE 	 POSTAGE.rnt:1 
SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES PUBLICATIONS 
The CaVes of Jenol8l'l : The Northern Limestone 45c 

The Exploration and Spe1eogeography of Mammoth 
Cave It J enolan $ 5.00 450 

Timor Caves $ 5.00 45c 

BtmgGJrl.a Caves $10.00 55c 

Chi118goe Caves $ 3 ..00 45c 

Ca.Tes of the Nullabour $ 5.00 45c 

SiDgle Rope Techniques $ 7.50 450 

Master Plan for the DeTe10pment of Jenol8l'l Caves 
Reserve - submission of the ,4.ustralian Speleological 
Federation $ 2.00 45c 
MAPS 

Published bI J.C.H.A.P.S 

Oliver Tricketts 'Map of Jenolan Caves' 1925 

( Quarter sized reproduction in black and white) 30c 25c 

Published by Central Mapping Author!ty 

Catalogue 	 Free 35c 

Historical Maps 

Map of the Colorq - Sir Thomas Mitchell - 1834 $ 1.50 50c 

Plan of the Tow of Sydney - James Meehan - 1807 $ 1.50 

Arrovsmiths 'Discoveries in Australia 1 - 1834 $ 1.50 

( Note : These vill be sent unfolded to permit framing) 

General tI.aps 


Natural Vegetation of N.S.W. 90c 50c 


Crown Lands of N.S.W. (L1mited supply) 90c 


Blue Labyrinth (covers Lower Blue Mountains) 900 


statu Map of N.S.W. (set of 4 maps) $ 6.00 


(Note : These vill be sent unfolded ) 


Tourist Maps 

Blue Mountains/Burragorang 3 1 .. 50 	 ) 350 
) For 1 Map

Central Coast (Broken Bay to Munmorah) $ 1.50 

45c


Hawkesbury RiTer (Windsor to Broken Bay, inol ) for 2 to 5Pittvater and Brisbane Water) $ 1.50 Maps 
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Im:1 PRICE roSTAGE 

Royal Nil.tional. Park $ 1.50 350 
Warnmibangl,e Natiomal. Park $ 1.50 35c 
Kosciusko National Park $ 1.50 35c 

*Botany Ba.y District and Vaterways $ 1.50 35c 
*Sydney Harbour District and Waterways $ 1.50 350 
( .. includes iDformation for boating enthusiHsts) 

Rogional Touring Map'!! 

These featllre Hotels, Motels, Camping, Picnic areas, fossicking, fishing, transport. 

Each has a full map of South-east Australia on the reverse. 


Illavarra Region - Royal National Park to Batemans Bq 
50c ) 350 

South Eastern Region - Goulburn, Canberra, eooma SOc ) for 1 map 
) .Murray Region - M1ldura to Kosciusko 50c 45c 

Far Western Region - Broken Hill, Ivanhoe, Hungerford
50c ) for 2 to 5 

Orana. Region - Dubbo, Coonabarbran, WaIgett, Cobar 50c ) maps 
Riveri.na Region - Tumut, Wagga, Hay, Griffith 50c ) 

New England Region - Tamworth, Moree, Tenterfield 50c ) 

North Coast Region - Forster to Coolangatta 50c ) 

Hunter Region - Newcastle, Musvellbrook, Forster 500 ) 

Central Western Region - West Wyalong, Bathurst, 

Katoomba, Jenolan Caves 500 ) 


TOJlO&:aRhic MaPS 

We have a large range of these maps in stock, oovering 

the area bounded by Mt. Wilson, Katoomba, Hill End, 


• J Shooters Hill, Richlands, Kanangra and J enolan Caves • 
They are either scale 1:25000 or 1:31680. $ 1.80 350 for 

1 map or 
Lithgow Mt. Wilson Katoomba 

45c for 1Hill End Sofala Hartley 
5 maps.Jamison Hampton Jenolau to 

Kanangra Bimlov Yerranderie 
Gurnang Mt. Armstrong Richlands 
Barrallier Taralga Shlloters Hill 
Burraga Rockley Mt. David 
Edith Oberon The Lagoon 
Tarana 

http:Riveri.na
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F'IN8NC IAL STATElVENT FOR PERIOD 1.1.79 TO 30.9.19 
RECEIPTS. QUARTER. 

MEMBERSHIP. 
Ordinary 40 ...00 
Family 31.50 
Student Nil 

11.50 
SaLES-OWN ITEMS. 
[hces~ Papers 31.00 
Newsletter .25 
Badges 1.00 
Postcards 4.00 
Slides 1.65 
Souv. Envelopes 29.00 , 

66.90 
FUNCTIONS. 
Cent. Pennants 14.10 
Cent. Photos 12.00 

146.10 
SALES-OTHER SOCIETY'S. 
S.U.S.S. Books 60.00 
5.5.5. Books 35.50 
A.S.F. Books 13.00 

1DB. 50 
~. 
C. M.A. 156.70 
Trickett 130..20 

286.90 
ADMISSIONS. 
r-lIseum 19.99 

DONATIOOS. 
M.Sullivan 21.00 
Guides Office 18.60 

45.60 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Interest Build. Soc. 132.11 
Bank Intnest 15.41 

141.64 

TOTAL REeE IPTS. 8.93.1 3. 
Balance Brought Forward. 2383.07 

$3276.20 
~===;== 

TO DATE. 

262.50 
331.50 
15.00 

615.00 

219.50 
.25 

8.00 
120.60 

32.80 
114.90 
616.05 

223.110 
12.00 

259.70 

285.00 
. 86.50 

39.00 
40S.5C 

1450.50 
130.20 

15BO.70 

180.47 

435.37 

148.69 

4281 .6B 
2152.47 

16434.15 ======= 

EXPENDITURE. ~8RTER. TO DATE. 
ADr~IN ISTRATI ON. 
Newsletter. Nil q5.23 
Treasurer 4.30 31.36 
Secretary 9.13 20.18 
Cheque Book 5.00~ 

13.43 121.11 
MUSEUr·,. 
Attendants Exps 111.00 561.00 
Stat. Cupb. Nil 125.00 
Insurance Pol. 109.31 218.74 
Honor Roll Nil 30.00 
Disp. Repairs Nil 43.54 

286.:37 984.28 
FUNCTIONS. 
500 Pennants Nil 264.50 
Cent. Plaque Nil 341.49 
Cent. Dinner(~AY} Nil 24.00 
Lithgow City Band 20.00 39.61 
D&.J Bryant Nil 101.74 
Bro.N.Sullivan Nil 26.00 
S.Opper Nil 43.13 
1<. ':::liver Nil 20.99 

20.00 867.52 
SALEABLE ITEr"'iS. 
Publications Nil 59.48 
Souv. ::nvelopes 105.20~ 

25.00 164.6r!!1 

S.U.S.S. Books Nil 292.50 

C • r'1. A. Nil 1048.50 

R.A.H.S. Nil 17.50 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 344.80 3502.75 
Balance Carried Fwd2931.40 2931.40 

$3276.20 $6434.15 
====== ======== 

K.Oliver. 

Honorary Treasurer. 

http:Fwd2931.40
http:16434.15
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cleaolaa Cayes ,Bist9tleal lad, Preservatioa Society 

January 1980 

, . 
ISSN 0310-7248 

50c posted 

SUBsca~PTION$ NOW DUE ,!...,.. ~,I".f ~~, \;0-.. f,; "" t' ,Jl;." {" ).. ..J" , { j l,. ," 

Subscriptions for the year 1st January,1980 to 31st Decembelj,.19,80:are no'W·pue'~1 r'~~ 
In the follo'Wing panel, the amount required to bring your membership up to date 
is liiOicated. It an amount is dl"own hi e1t,her columns i:lUmDer~d -1- and~2, your . 
membership has officially ceased. However ~e are sending-this last Ne'Wsletter 
as we don't want to lose you. 

" ' } :J! ... -,.. ~~ :.~ ,'ri' , , 
For me.bers vishing to take advantage of the five-year membership conces.sion,'" 
the amount required to take member~~t.PrtoI?J,~~,]tce~~~r,1~~~':~tthOwn in 'column 6. 

Subscription ,rate~.• ~e ;., ~ " ... __ 'l' f 

>, 1,.' ~<~'~~;~5 jp~a};';:Pe:?'1iiem-gfffo~"!oq:p'r:.uS ':~J r,~' ft· .' : ," .·,~~~t't r ~ £"- : !"'I: ': "'1.1-.., . 

.~ ... ./..1..-$2 .lp~a: fbr;}6acn: additionaJ.: memDer of the same family at tlie same 
'~\"'i -;:( 1l,;~g.d!:~l!I.~ f:HL~lqi.ng membership; 
$2 p.a. f9:r:,~pe:t:l,siol}~:r::s and full-tim!3 st-qgel1~s. 

_ Five y~ar mem~!r~hip,at FOUR times the above r.~~es. 
':{, t1L1t '-'.,j :~ 2, 'l. • ~ .: :!. . 3~· 4 . "t •.; 5.17. '.., , ' 6J 

1 78 to 1 7/79 to 'r' t' 80 to 1 7 80 to 
PERIOD 0 6:" ';', '·112 '. . 12 80 1 12 80 

AMOUNT.~ 1;,$,- $ ,~ 

Please 

TOTAL,' , .~ 
!MOlINi' :DUE ~; 

$ ..r ....~ .... ,.-. i',;J~ ~ . k '; 

... ., ,~......:. .r-.....{ 

5 YEAR 
OPTION 

...~ ~~"-!-_'- 'l·,-r"-~:..-,."'''.l_V;.. \v J.;{'" ,"'1-,' J(i'" f;..,..,fl.o'''lL: ...1 '" 'T.1' ':"'--I~ fti;,J "11~ "" If .:"" .' ~P~-.t 

J ~~~'. '''MEMBERSHIPPAMPHLET .. : {"'" ,l' 
,C;""t : , ,~. ,.: ... ~ t, 'I, ,,'It L,':r'" .J ....;.J. 'I1f ~ i_ '.1._' 
Phil Maguire has produced a ne'W pamphle~ tWhyyou should join J.C.H.A.P.S' to 
encourage new members to. th.~"So9~ety. C9pi~s 'Will. be ay~!~~'!ll~ 'on A.G.M. night i, 

so please let us knOll if you 'would lik~ s9~e. ~... t·;; _ '. ... 

.' 
, 

.. '. 

http:f:HL~lqi.ng
http:jp~a};';:Pe:?'1iiem-gfffo~"!oq:p'r:.uS
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.~ '". ..,..... ',.. 
The Society's meeting dates for 1980 are : 

2ndFe~' An,nu41 Ge~~p.:~e~eting
\, . ~..' ~T'" t} ~24th May 


9th August 

8th November 


At this stage it is likely that all of the above meetings will be held at 
Jenolan. ' . 

I 

Caves HOUSe is already heavily booked on AGM night. 

Members vishing to book accommodation or casual meals, should do so yell ahead 
te avoid disappointment • . 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING . 

The Annual General Meeting of the Society vill be held in Jenolan Caves House 
at 8 • .30 pn on 

" SATURDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 1980. 

Business includes presentation of annual reports by various officers and the 
electiQn of a n~w c9~~t~e~, ~ pat~on and three trustees. The committee consists of 

"'- "'- '" >0'''' • 

President Membership Secretary 
Two Vice~Presidefits Two 'CUrators 
Secretary , . Researcn'Officer 
Assistant Secretary Representative of the NSW Department
'Tre-astirer' of TQur~~il 
Assistant Treasurer Seye~ additional members-"" ___ ..... J). '. 

~ . 
.It has been customary for the Annual General Meeting to designate some of the 
additional. committee positions as specific jobs, for examPle Publicity Officer, 
Assistant Research Officer and Museum Supervisor. 

Some of the present comm~t~~e members ~ll, for one reason or another, not be 
seeking re-election, so if you feel you can help. the Society in any of the 
positions aboTe, come along to the meeting and staqd for election. 

Nomfilatlons must be in vriting and be sighed by' proposer, seconder and nom1nee~ 
Nominations will be receiYed up to the time of the eletion. If you cannot attend 
the Il~eting, but would st~l like to staDd tor election, do something about it now. 

It has been found on previous AGM nights when there has been a guest speaker, 
that the meetings have run far too long. 

Therefore there vill not be a guest speaker on this occasion. 

The committee vill meet at 4 pm on 2nd February, probably at the JeJllOlan School. 
Check at the Guides Office upon arrival. 



• :3 ~ 


MOVING ON 
It"._.. .... i. "" n" .' .... ..' t ••, " • • < " . ~ ,.1 • f q. ..... 'f .,;:t t 1\ 
o.>i't! ~,L t"''':'''-r . ,'"' . ' ~ 

,,~Jlct~Pl.~' absentee .on AqM night < viiI be ; oh,n .Call~g~ vhP' ~Et&l'es,Jenolan" I·'" r ... ~ 
l!BPfj?l.}';;.tp :take up the posit1.on o.f~ M@Sger. '9t .:rantano.~la.jCa~<es in So_~th· ·~UfJtralia. 

~ \,., t4,?'" ". t . 
JQhn has been a guide at Jenolan for nearly ten Tears and his departure ·is a 
major loss trom the guid,ing e~at:f., ":"i1"

.' .. " .. ~~l ,."" 'I~ , " 

John vas a member ot the steering committee whiCh brought our Society into being, 
and has been a 'Curator since then. 

!. l"t!!F' ~ l ] , "C. \~ " r., j-

fAIl members ot the Society wish 1'01.\ JoJlI1,:"y<l~ ~\{i.re· ...ro and 1:our ;child,r.ea 
Katherine and ADdrew, eTerr success and happiness in the future. 

CAN YOU HELP 

In the past, some members have experienceq <H.f.t.tc.ulty ,.ingetting up to our 

meetings due to lack of transport. 


Could you contact Sandra M~~;vn;:.~?p.~ ,SY4~~1, q6ff,> OP.Q~r.t~. 

.. ;I t-j,.!,,... 1 '"",,: ~1I_ *' !~ . 

.1'f- 'you ':woU1:a 'Iiketo come but require transport. 

l' 

NEW MEMBERS 

The Society welcomes the falling new members : 
?~- .. • -\0-. (: ! 

G. Dalley t Yowie Bay D. Brildley,Manly 
P. Dempsey, Erm,ington Mr. & Mrs. R. Whalan, Liverpool 
Mr. &Mrs. R. Rothery, ATalon Beach· R. Kroehnert, Casula 
R.L. Crouch,Auburn Mr. & Mrs. R. Jones, Middle Dural 

jo,.,. J 

SCRAP BOOK 

For. some nov, tl),e .Tenohn Guide~ ~ve.J~ept. in a 
items'~elated to Jenolan's present day history. 

scrap book, 'copies of ~nevspaper 

If Tou.notice anT appropriate items, you are asked to send a copy ~o the Guida 
Orfice, where they v1l1 be received gratef'ully. 

http:child,r.ea
http:posit1.on
http:l!BPfj?l.}';;.tp
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COMPETITIONS 

After the drawing last August, of the competition for the cassette case, it vas 
found that due ;to',ra~,idrsUiiders:tahding, over 100' ticket outts had :not"been 'includ64 
Mr. Heiron generb-usly~dori8:ted a further case for the benefit of ihos'e ~peopie aM 
at the November meeting, it vas won by Mrs. E. Pemble. ' 

The current competition is for a magazine rack and tray, draldng of\llrl:Cb vas 
deferred at the November meeting, due to lack of sales. It \lill be dravn ~n 
AGM night. {. '. ~ . . t. .. 
Tickets are '20c~ach or 3 for 50c and can be obtained from Sandra Martyn 
(Sydney 660- 0008)~'or Dick Guy, J enolah Caves. 

JENOLAN W.A.LSS MAP 

Phil Maguire has dravn up a map showing various walks around Jenolan and advises 
that copies ''Will 'be available on AGM night. . 

CENTRAL MAPPING AUTHORITY NEWS 
. ~. (' 

A neli hi'storical map - I TOWN OF SYDNEY (1836) II is nov available. Comoaring 
this map vith James Meehan's' PLAN OF THE TOwN OF SYDNEY· (1807) I can p~ovide 
many interesting hours for !J)ap enthusiasts. Pric~ $1.50 plus ;oc postage. 

The price of Topographic maps increased to $2 from the 1st January 1980. We Et il 
have supplies at the old price of $1.80. 

A new general purpose map I CO~ mOTECTION ACT,1979' is noW' available. 
Price $1.20. 

All orders to the ~ssistant Treasurer, Jenolan Caves please. 

DANCE 

In the last Nevsletter" members vere advised that the dance which had been 

arranged for 8th March next has been postponed due to Caves House being unav~llable. 


. . 
A nev qate has not yet been determined, but viII be discussed ,and possible se'~t 
oo~ni~. • 
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.. :J, 1.:M Ili'!'IL,'.i !j! l.A L ! i."jJ).:, ~' •..,,~ .:1.; .....';;!'~&,;"..,,I,,, ,,,. 

I am able to submit .copie~··;o:t: his,tor:[cal,':-segmflllts,;IlfliavEf:::w:r,itten about 
Jenolan Oaves. _ .:. -:- ,L.! '!r}' ~. . . .'" ';"''';~ ~"~l _f~ 

~ I 'j ~£1(\ '; :to C~ ~ 'if 

In all there 'Would .be six~ (.&) .articles. 

1. M~eovn'8 ValJ1ey;.".... '" . ~ 
2. Intr.oduction ;8.Ifd~Accoppi6dation·. 
3. JeremiabWilson:::='<~Caves Keeper t and t· f,,?"..,!-t ! .. 

Discoverer of -tlie~:IlIperial syste. ot caves. ... ~ I" rl ',", 
4. Access from I(atoomba and Mount Victor-ia. 
5. Method£! ,of Illumination ,in the Jenolan'Caves, .NSW. 
6. HistoriCa.lfeatures of Grand Archvay through to Bone Cave. (Shambles)t T 

The initial·' purpose of vritint the six articles vas to highlight informatioD 
for tl)e benefit of the guiding starf and ,JCH&PS members, whovere currently, .. 
involved,with the implementation of the Gentenary Celebrations held' during the 
week preceeding 17th February 1979. ' 

R. NEWBOULD 
10/11/79 

" {J f 

_ ..... 
("l"'o" ~. TO THE EDITOR 

At t'.h~ $oQiety's November m,e'eting, 'members welcomed two guest speakers: 
• Dr. R. Kinghorn, 'Who spoke about the fauna of Jenolan:" ' and· 
• Guy CoJt:, who gave an illustrated talk on the exploration of the Spider Cave. 

For the information of all.members, tor the good of ,this Soclet1'apd ~eed, 
for the good of Jenolan itself, I teel that some comment is jus·tified in the 
liglit qt.some of Dr. Kinghorn's comments, the reaction·of some persons present, \ 
and the af'termath during the business part of the meeting. . ' . .

Reference vas made tor-the re-aligned' pathway in the Devil' s'CoaCh' House • 'This 
vas done -for public safety. The old line of the ~th, passed directly below 'the 
daylight hole in the roof. In recent years a' number bf visitors narrowly missed 
being hit by small rocks and- pebbles falling from' around the hole. ,ThE!-risk of 
serious, even fatal, injury is obvious. 

, . .~ ~, J • 
Further, criticism was made of the upgraded pathway and steps from. the Carlotta's 
Arch to the McKeov:i1 '.s Valley. This ,pa~hvay was constantly,erod9dandr-'~ga1h 
presented'a sarety problem. It. should be remembered that the number of visitors 
to. Jenolan in the 1960's and 1970's has been somewhat greater·~than in' the 
19?O's, 1930's Imd 194Q·~. The Carlqtta'11 Arch track is wfthout question the 
lIost popular walk here.. . 

Cont. 
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People of ail ages "have a RIGHT to e1,1joy it, vith minimal risk of injury• 
• ::!~ " 

Concerning, the Caves House to Carlotta's Arch path, the unpaved section does 
in fact become a :quagmire in1vet "'veather. r·I-.v6uld suggest that th~ US'e "of, \ 
sandstone in a limestone area is inappropriate. F\lrther I suggest thatnconcrete 
IS appropriate, in vie", of the fact that the basis of concrete is CEMENT and 
limestone is quarried and processed to produce cem~nt. 4 

Ho~ever the most disturbing stat~ments made, related to the rock vallabies'. 
Many members viII be aware that at one time these'delightful creatures inhaoited 
the Grand Archway. However their numbers diminished following the widening of 
th~ road in 19~, which effectively removed :the natvralbarrier, Camp Creek • 

. 
Hand feeding of the wallabies by visitors" often with totally inappropriate 
food like pread~:l~g;to their coming dovn on to the roadway looking for food. 

Dr. KipghQrrJd'ewa,tedly assured the meeting that his criticisms vere not aimed 
at PEllQPl~I'p!!esently, .at Jenolan. Perhaps he is unavare tbat at least tvo members 
of th~{,-:pRE;3ENT Guiding Staff can still vividly remember having to carry out the 
task of d~sposing of wallabies killed by tr8'ffic. 

THE WALLABIES WERE NOT roISONED. SUCH A SUGGESTION IS OUTRAGIOUS. 

C0l!~!r~n.s tpe talk given by Guy Co~" I ~ sur~ tbat all people present at the 
meeting vere impressed by the extent and quality of Spider Cave. Clearly it 
is a most important discovery in view of' its 'ptoximity to the present show caves. 

However'~ I ask one question. Does not the r carvi1'].gof' f'aces in cave muds amount 
to defacement and if' not, wha·t isits scientif,ic· va!l.tie ? 

_ r \... ' 

In conclusion I would like to echo the sentiments expressed to me since the 
mee~ing;by a(n~ber of' members,. ~t this Society can ill-afford the loss of 
John 'Cullen ·vho.... w{is one of ,the' primemovers in getting the Society esf4blished. 
John' B decision to withdraw" his active BupfOrt of this Society is nothing, short 
of a tragedy. ' 

A lot of goodv1ll. -was creat~(Lby th~ Imperial Cave Centenary Celebrations laSt 
year. • I t 

I .• ". ..... 

We are know to be f,inancia3..1y sou.nq. 

We are poised to expand our activities, just waiting the go-ahead. 
,,1 

A great many people haye made major contributions to the Society's success. 

The foolishness of 'biting the hand that feeds you' should be obvious. It would 

be wise to r ....ber that. Jenolan Will go on, with or without this Society. 

The Society's future is doubtful, without the support of the Senior 'Guide of 

J enolan Caves. 


R.F. GUY 
JENOLAN CAVES 
4th January,1980 
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MAY MEETING 

The next general meeting of the Society will be held at Jenolan Caves House at 8.30 pm 

Saturday, 24 May 1980 

One of the most important matters of business to be discussed at the meeting is the 
l1ination of Ben Nurse as a life member of the Society. 

It was originally intended that there would be no guest speaker at this meeting and that 
night would primarily be a social occasion where members could take the opportunity to 

<. with one another. However, due to a re-discovery of major historical significance made at 
olan recently, it is hoped that an interstate guest speaker will be available to announce the 
;overy in detail. 

The time-table for the afternoon and evening will be as follows 

o pm Committee meeting School House 

o pm Small fireworks display in No. 2 car park 

) pm Sausage sizzle. Sausages, bread, sauce and coffee will be available 
charge. Any other beverages should be supplied by yourself. 

at a nominal 

) pm 	 General meeting in Ballroom. Followed by 30 minute announcement rc historical 
discovery. The rest of the evening is to be dedicated to enjoying one another's 
company. Arrangements have been made to have the piano brought into the 
Ballroom and those that are so inclined can join in a singalong. 
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EDITORIAL 

Due to the absenct: of Dick Guyon leave I have the interesting duty of compiling this 
le of the Newsletter. 

Firstly, on behalf of the incoming committee I would like to t~ank last year's 
nmittee for their efforts during the year. In particular I express our appreciation to 
rl Nurse for his role as President during the first seven years of the Society's life. This has 
:n a time of development for the Society and as with all growing infants there have been 
thing problems. Ben has guided us well through these times and as a result the Society has 
athered the rough patches. 

During the last year I feel that the Imperial Cave celebrations established us as a Society 
value in the eyes of the NSW Department of Tourism. We were fortunate to have the 
lister and the Director as well as other distinguished guests join us for the celebrations. 
is was a first for the Society and we must not lose any advantage gained from this 
ociation. 

The Society is comprised of people with varied interests and backgrounds. We have 
idents of lenoian, speleos and others who for a number of reasons ha"e an affection for 
IOlan. However, it is this affection for lenolan that is the common denominator, it is the 
son for the Society's existence. 

Although from time to time our personal opInIOns and interests will not be unanimous 
should all bear in mind the aims and goals of the Society. The over-riding consideration 

,uld always be what is best for lenolan. 

If we work to this end then I feel that the future of the Society is assured. There is 
tainly a place for the Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society and we have a 
Hng role to play in the future of the Caves and the lenolan Reserve. 

The success of the Society depends on you the member and the new committee is 
king forward to your support during 1980. 

David Bryant 

COMING EVENT 

AUSTRALIAN COLONIAL DANCE 

Due to renovations at Caves House, the dance that was to be held in March was post
led to Saturday, 8 November 1980. 

The same band has been booked and house reservations for members to stay overnight have 
n made. Confirmation is required by September and members should book directly with 
'es House (state that you are a JCH&PS member). Book early to avoid disappointment. 

The dance will be held along similar lines to the centenary celebrations and you are 
ouraged to come suitably attired in colonial costume. 
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member the date - 8 November 1980. For further details ring either Bill Buckley 
i 9287) or Janet Bryant (Ll8 3991). 

RAFFLE 

The last raffle was won by Peter Culley and Mrs Enid Ritchie. Mr Heiron has again 
,vided the prize for the current raffle. It will be drawn at the next meetin~ and the prize 
a coffee table. 

PUBLICITY REPORT 

For some time now, requests have been made for a map of the JENOLAN area 
Iwing walks of the surroundings. 

A preliminary map of walks has been prepared and this will be a forerunner to a mort! 

ailed map to be produced later in 1980. 


The map which has been prepared is of pocket size being on a sheet of A4 paper. 
like conventional maps it is not read from south to north but rather, from the east to 
~t. This was an attempt to simplify orientation for those unfamiliar with the area. As the 
jority of visitors to Jenolan enter from the eastern sjde of the Grand Arch it was thought 
.t first mental impressions of Jenolan would be from that side, picturing the area in the 
ld looking down. 

A hand written screed was also prepared and photo-copied and placed in the museum on 
counter. The aim of this was to acquaint the visitor with the aims of the Society and the 

Jefits available upon becoming a member. 

Concerning the official J.C.H.A.P.S. membership application form; a dr<j.ft has been 
pared and a means of printing is being considered. Approach has been made to the Depart
nt of Tourism to see if they would be prepared to reprint a supply for us. The only other 
~rnative being a private printer which is also being considered should the Department not 
.h to reprint. 

Phil McGuire 

TREASURER'S REPURT 

Once again, the detail of the Treasurer's report is absolute and is too large to incorporate 
the Newsletter. For those members who did not receive a copy at the AGM, further 
lies will be available at the May meeting. The following is the statement by the Treasurer 
t accompanied the financial details 
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"I take pleasure in presenting to this meeting, the Annual Treasurer's Report and 
lancial Statements for the eighteen months ended 31st December, 1979. The statements 
ver : 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for the 18 month period ended 31st December, 1979. 

Financial Statement for quarter 1/10/79 to 31/12/79. 

Reconciliation with Bank and Building Society Records. 

Financial Statement for the Museum for the period ended 31 st December, 1979. 

Financial Statement for the Museum for the quarter 1/10/79 to 31/12/79. 

Dissection of financial operation of the Museum. 

Stocks of saleable items as at 31/12/79. 

Accounts paid during Oct/Dec quarter requiring confirmation. 

Accounts submitted for approval of payment. 


'ERALL FINANCIAL POSITION 

Balance Carried Forward 1/1/80 $3104.30 
+ Value of saleable items in stock $2609.20 

$5713.50 

This represents an increase in the Society's financial position of $1181.53 over the past 
months. Total Revenue was $4886.19 whilst Total' Expenditure was $3934.36. Value of 

ck in hand is $229.70 higher than last year. 

Allowing for the fact that the period under review is the past 18 months instead of 
months as previously, the Society's overall position has held steady in all sources of 
~nue and causes of expenditure. 

The following comments should be III atll!. 

Trickett's Map 	 $264.00 represents sales of 880 maps, since they became 
available in August last year. They are proving extremely 
popular as predicted, and will provide an assured source of 
revenu~. 

Imperial Cave Centenary - Costs associated with this activity were $865.37, offset to 
date to the extent of $317.20. 

Membership 	 Figures include 1980 subscriptions paid in advance 
10 single, 8 family and 2 student. 
Also 1 single, 1 family and 2 student 'Five Year 
Memberships'. 

Interest 	 To gain maximum interest a further $ 1000 should be 
transferred to the Building Society Account. 

K. J. Oliver 
Honorary Treasurer" 
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NEW MEMBERS 


The Society welcomes the following new members and hopes that they will take the 
ortunity to meet other members on Saturday, 24 May at lenolan. 

1. N. Ellorsen Lid combe 
A. G. Page Yagoona 
D. & A. Hearn lenolan Caves 
S. Walsh Wollstonecraft 
B. Morrison Canberra 
A. Forrest Manuka 
1. B. Morrison Rivett 
L. M. Willmot Beverly Hills 

Mr & Mrs N. Hicks Mona Vale 


OFFICE BEARERS 1980 


; year's committee is a mixture of old and new faces, details of office bearers are listed 

'w. 

Patron 
President 
Vice Presidents 

Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer 
Assistan t Treasurer 
Membership Secretary 
Curators 

Research Officer 
Department of Tourism 

Representative 
Committee 

Trustees 

Aid H. G. Coates 
David Bryant 
Bill Buckley 
John Dunkley 
Phil McGuire 
Paul Richards 
Keith Oliver 
Richard Guy 
Anne Hearn 
Peter Culley 
Barry Richard 
Ron Newbould 

Mr W. Rooney 
Norm Sims 
Graham Morrison 
Tom Feibig 
Sandra Heany 
Jim Pemble 
Maureen Sullivan 
Steve McLean 
Mr W Heiron 
Janet Bryant 
Graham Morrison 
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CALENDER OF COMING EVENTS 

urday May 24 5.30 p.m. 
6.30 p.m. 
8.30 p.m. 

Fireworks • • 
Saus~ge 'Sizzle 
General Meeting and Social Evening 

urday August 9 8.30 p.m. General Meeting 
• 

urday November 8 8.30 p.m. Austraiian Colonial Dance at 
Cav.es 'House for members and 
friends. 

their 
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next Genefai Heet~ will be h~ld at,~eno~~ C,B;v:.es a;t ,2.00,\:r;:'D. 9n 
.i "!.{l . ~~ ~ ~ + " r~' ", J V -; ...f\, \1 ':'.{,;" .,,~ 'f " 

SATURDAY 9TH AUGUST 1980" 

ase note tJ.ie different starting time. It is ',hoJl'l3d that a. dayt.1ine meeting ..:will 
i~ve m~mbor8,.;Jof tho' •onerous ·busuiess' of','d:Viv:in'g.,.tia.~~:;t.o' SYd1le~. ~to a t ~ght.?
adverso ",intei." conditions.' ,.,.1" '(' '. ., ", ..... "'.' 

<!." "1 ' 
this (stage, 1,t is notl ccrt.'l,in 'Whether the General Moeting wUl be !1t Co.v~s I{ouso 
the.. School, so check: at the Guj,doSI Office when 1?u arrive. ' . 

• ~. : '. .' Iff \".' '~:;") ~ . ;~1~·3 r,i!:1r )'" :r:": 
somo timo, now, Ted. Pei!lblc has bee.~ rO~~t,~~ .~ yory. 91;\ Ra},pb, S;yt!londs f'~.~.:.. 

{t1p~4J1;;i1nves and ~s fiL::! wirt~[~na$.~nt.hc. ~Qllclusion of tho b~sq
€ of ihc t:l9cting. ,.1 '~ ", ; 

'" . :' ~,~~' .. '. ' 

Cormittco will neot at 11.00 an at tho school.

l ,., .,_ •. ,,'."1 

L~FE ~ERSHIP 

·orsh.qdowod in thQ lC!-st Nmisl'ctter, the May General Ueeting 'l.l.f!,8,nirlOusly n'jld,o 
Past President, Bon NUrse, an Honorllry Lifo Mefll?er 'of q1lI.";SQcibty, ndoc:fslon 
:h will bo applauded 'by our cntiro nonbership~' ' 

.... 4 ¥t 

NEW MEMBERS 

Society \.loloomos the following now noubera f 

\-Jelch, Harrickville (re-joi~en) 

Dtl.'p:shoe., 

" ,.' ... '" 

, .,
·?l 

:". I"-,t . 

, . 
;. . ':t;: , 
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--------------~------~-------

f*******l~i~*if**************************************************~~** **i~~i *if*******' •• . .'. i 
", AUSTRALIAN' COLONIAL DANCE :* 

* 
,'. SATt1RDAY 8'J.'H NOV])fBER I* 

i* 
Preparations are 1.-1011 l.D'ldor Vlay for tbe,A~,~1iaD Oolonial Dance : 
to be hold at Oaves Hou~e on Saturday, 8th Noveober at 8.JOpn. * 

'..~ * *.* 
The RotJSG9.bouts have ngrocd to provide the enter~ont and if ~ * 
their last perfornnnoe is cny indicatipp ..VlO'rtoo..n lq9,k forward ** very ~njoyable n:l.ght. ** ", • : 'J"'';' * '. ;. * 
Om- block booldng' of Oaves House st:l,ll applies, ~Q"donlt dolay I.lil ** 
t-lJi.KING A BoororG. DOp.Jsi't!3 on roons uuat be paid:.bY f..:r:1gu:st. W!l, n ** 
booking aCcoOIlOdatlon for the night ronenber to r::Jantion that y01, t 

+ : 
:arc 11 nortber of,j.C.H~ &p.s. 

The cost of the danco Vlili be $2.00 per head (pn,able at tho dOi'r). ** DinnGr dOGS not· actually 'lorn part of the night but 1t would aM *: 
to your onjoynent if you had dinner at, O~:voa House ·regnrdlcss oj : 
Vlllero you arc staying. While cclonia1 dreas 1s not conpulsory, \ 0 

1 * 
hope that f.lOSt neubers a.nd their friends will coneapproprirttol:, ** 
drossod thu? adding to tho atnospherot ' ***** .-. For t..'10:;!0 b.:".rdy souls' who surface feeling fit, tho DeJ[t norning, * 
we hevo~orgnnis()d a H· hour historicaJ. 'Walk ~ McKeoWn!s Valley. # 
The walk VliIl be free of charge nnd the snphisis ld1l be on ** highlighting siteB of historical significance. . * 

. .." * 
. *** r. " .if 

*****~~i~********************************~**~*****,,**~***t**********,f ,}********* 

NOTIOE OF MOTION , ! 

t 'the f:)11owing Wrtgr8.ph be added t.) the relevant clause of the.s ioty' s 
titution : ' , 

fice-Loarers ';Jay hold -the sare position ~O.r .~ noro than three CC'11 ecutive, 

ars." , . "1. .. 


,: ' ,,:... ~...... Moved by K~th Oliver' 
," l 

.' ~!"'''' 

: .... 

http:Wrtgr8.ph
http:paid:.bY


ALADDI!'; Cf.VE INSPECTION 

part of tp.o nctivitios to be held an 8th/9th Nove:lbor, .Tohn Culley (Senior 
Cde) has given his poITissi·:m for a 8::1'111 £::roup of oonbers to n:'\kc an ' 
lpcction of the Alnddin Cave. 

:s c~ve is, nowa.days, not open to the public, ~lthough lioitod inspections 
tk place !Jan:t years ago. On1y very liDitoe develop.:mnt was done and, 
~equently, rc~sonable physical fitness is needed ~) conplotc the 3 hour 
Ipection. 

it 1s oxpected that this ir..spectioD'l.Jill be very popular, it hus boen 
!0Ssary to place SODe conditions that [mst be oct bofore you can be considered. 
y aro:

1. 	 You :1USt be a fhID.ncinl Denber. 
2. 	 You nust be in reasonable physicRl Bondition. 
J. 	 You rrust be aged 18 yem'S or over. 
4. 	 As the party is linited to 20, you DUst notify either Bill Bu~~ey 


(92-76.9287) or David Bryant (02-48.3991) by 30th Scpterlber if yeu

lush to be included. 
The, Denbers of th<;; party 'torill ncodto be appropriately dressed and wear 
either oVGl"alls. Jee.ns, etc and soft soloQ shoes. Ea.ch nozlber 'Will have 
to provide (t torch. 

hough !", finnl t1.'Jo r...1.8 nJt yet boen dotereinod? it is likely that the 
pection ",ould CQi:.l'.!enCe about 1.00 pn on Saturday, 8th Novenber. The 20 people 
sen for the insrJE)ctir)ll l:rill bo notified. well in advance of that date. 'fhe 
is of selection'for tho inspection ~~ll bo by ballot should the l~bcr of 
Jrcsted nenbers exceed tvonty. 

'-----.--.~---=-------------------------

RAFFLES 

last r:o.ffle, for a coffee t~ble, "ms ,..ron by }fir. Tony Rothory. In accepting 

prize, l'Ir. nother;)' c(.nplinented the Society on the work it is do:l.rng and 


~ !!. J:!ost generous donation of $50. 


Reiron h9.s alrea.dy pr~)duccd SC)[10 prizes for the Novo:::ber function and is 

~ho process of oakinr: norEl itens. 


---..-~.-------~-,~--.-.-.---------

.' 
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SA~~AQlS. S;~~E I FIREW~ / ~f!t~ 
-'t~ • ~,~, ..~ • .... ,

lIere 1 ;Wlctio held _!l MaY' a.t Tenolail proved van' popu1 r.'1'he f'ire\lc,rK 
rur.r :ldqu:, ',0 a r~ , ! Y visitors stayac1- bc1lil;ld to" wtch the',i)

• 
:ht ,:',:: a ty: : cally co]!~ .' enolnn ¢ght ruid the hot soup (ld.txl::.y : r·)'.i.dcd 
~"rot .Fiebig) r.rui br~bcqul' voro very ouch appreciated_ The org~'lj:orll 
liJ\:( t!: thnnl: fl.ll those who assisted \lith tho ti,revorks, cJa.1tin~, otc~ 

:.nr th~} :::oeting, Mr. Heiron providcd tho t.msic tor the ol.d..:t~l?hflOnod 
H1E.. It n'QSt be ~eportod tl:\at there vore no buqding O;'U"Uf;lps d:tbcc,v(;:r()d.~ 
" nH9 taleJlt that \rp.s uncovered vas Ron Nevbould's a~cti'oneoril![,. H:, did 
.fiC'.: n-c j'01:;) il1 aucti,on1n£ the fcmf! loft over tron thebnrbequ,o. T'1 f·~ct. 
noe ,"j';'lryt,:: step in and provent h10 trOD sellinG ~e bp..l4"OO~J r lrn.i.turel 

c r, "-.~;tioDS af th( $0 present it ua.s clea.r ~a.t the ~ght waj;1 en,j .lye;' .... by all. 

f:';"':'U'd to tho 8th NOV0!_!bt)r for an even.9i£,go~ 11114 pettor socie.. fnnction. 


----------------_._--_....._---.....---_._- - .- ---
CEN'J.'RlJ. Mi.PPING MJTHORITY 

s n \\: n.vn.Unhlc ~.:re I 

~/Or",!lr.o (in::::lw:cs Kill End) ~}1 .50 pl:us 50c :pr::;stccc en(~ pac;{': inr 

l.kc:viGroat t"..kes ~1.50 plus 50c PO:Jtn.g~ e.nd pqck:,: 'ill,' 

~ei"t Ins «.0 .50 plus 50c pontaGo and pnck:' tni 


·rs L) tho f.ssist.:~n~ Trof'_stU'er r·t Jenolan Oaves plOIlSO. 

---.".-.-----.--'""":'""-,-----------....-
" DOH t T TOUCH 11 

THE Fm!NEL WEB SPIDER 
",i':. 

t~;-'!:lS :for sole "f:; ou:dl l'1l.U':i.ber of bO"'lta.ots wittun by Nr. K(;n :. l(lr';\T 


;,)v; :Jubjoet. Mr;' t..ndrm.r is <mgr.::.eed in rosearch into tlq.s highly (!c"ldly 

.Jh:i.:.h ic notl know to bo present .in nll states excoi)t W.A.He h, 's ;~do 


:)f yj.site t:> Jonolrm to collect'livo apocinens • 

. ot. inclueos n description ·;)f tho croature, it's h'1:bitll.t, the sY'll',t,,:!s , , 

Iik r..nd advice fiS to wh~t to do if bitton. 

01 the snlos of tho b().)klets will help Mr. llndre\J continuo his rose::u-ch 

.",rested nenbars c~,n obtnin enpies fl';)!1 the f... ssis~'lnt Treas'ltl,".)r. 

':;1 .80 incluqil1(; pOf;rt.:'1[.0. 


._.----------- -----....-,.-------~.--,..;."--.~,,-

'.~: ) 

j~" ~ 
!~ 

~ 
;l 

.=~;r.~A 
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FIHA~IOH.L 

;CEIPTS 	 QUIl.R~J.; 
~H~ 
lary 55.000 
.y 42.00 
lut .Jill.... 97.00 

, - OWN ITEM.C5 
:-Papors· _ 55.50 
s 1.00 
ards 3.20 
Envelopes 32.20 

PcDr...,.")nts 13.30 


s 	 .45 
otters .50 
ett's }t9.psl;e••10 

228.25 
- OTHER SOCIETY'S 


.S. Books 15.00 

• Books Nil 
• Books 	 ~.OO 

19.0'J 

252.80 

iIONS 
35.03 

~@ill. 
:ous 2.00 

hory .2.CkQQ 


52.00 

o~rs 

E) Si~zle 98.71 

STATl"l:l:..11l;1.'t_~~~OJlJ..!.4.~~~).Q.•.§..!80 

l~TE EXPENDIT1JI1E gJJ1JtTEl1 TO DATE 
ADMIllt2"'fG.ITION 

242.50 Secretarial Exps. Nil 4.10 
378.50 Treasurers Exps. 5.80 19.54 

17.00 Newsletter Exps. Uil 93.78
'638":00 D. Bryant (sta.tny) 28.56 28.56 

P. Riche.rds (Postgo) 25.00 ?5.00 
121.50 A. Hearn (Postge) 8.36 e.36 

3.00 Cheque Book 	 2.00 2.00 
5.20 	 72.72 184.34 

63.00 :r.rusEOM 
.31.00 Attendants Exps • 78.00 201.00 
1.20 

.50 FUNCTION'S 

~0·20 nousoabouts Dep. 50.00 

475.90 FirevlOrks 	& Food 2)·~

(Sausage Sizzle) 143.64 11~3.64 
65.00 
15.00 	 SAL~~E ITEMS 

6'.00 Occas. Papors 42.00 


86.00 Trickett's 	:t-l"tps 72 .751 
114.79 114.79 

397.50 SPELEO SOCIETY'Ss:u..s .8: Books 90.00 90.00 

79.79 Ii .A.H.S. 	 Nil 17.50 

C.M.A. 	 102.80 228.20 

89.20 

98.71 

lECEIPTS 959.79 2042.10 TOTAL EXPENDlTUrt.E 601 .95 979 .4'1 
~ B]mL@1' FOmIl:..RD3809.09 3104.30 Bl~LINCffi:CUji~~~ 4166.93 4166.93 

$476~r.88 ~j51l~6.40 	 ~~4768 .88 0'5146.40 

K.J. OLIVER 

HONOHfiRY TREllSur~ 
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NOVEMBER MEETING 

As the Australian Colonial Dance is to be held on the night originally set down for the 
November meeting there will not be a general meeting until February 1981. A decision 
regarding the next committee meeting will be made on the day of the dance. 

The date of the February meeting, which is the Annual General Meeting, will be confirmed 
in the nex t newsletter, al though it is expected that it will be on the 14th. 

Tile experiment with an afternoon general meeting was not successful and future meetings at 
Caves House will be held at 8.30 p.m. 

AUSTRALIAN COLONIAL DANCE 

Saturday, 8 November 1980 

I 8.30 p.m. 

Caves House is almost completely booked for this night. Bookings have now been opened to 
the public so if you intend being there, act now. If you do not have any success with 
acquiring a room at Caves House try the Hampton Hotel/Motel. 

Although colonial dress is not compulsory it will add to your enjoyment if you come 
appropriately dressed. There are no problems with wearing your outfit into the dining room, 
so let your hair down and dress up. 

The Rouseabouts are providing the entertainment and those members who attended the 
Imperial Cave celebrations will appreciate the high standard of their performance. In order to 
cover'the cost of the night we will be charging $2 per head for adults which will be 
collected at the door. 

Arrangements have been made for those hardy souls among us, for a guided historical walk 
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in McKeon's Valley on the ,sunday morning. The walk will take about 1Ylhours and the 
starting time will be ,advertised on the blackboard outside the Guides' Office. 

ALADDIN CAVE INSPECTION 

There are still a few vacancies available for the inspection of the Aladdin Cave. Those 
members who have already taken the trouble to submit their names are now accepted for 
the inspection. Any members still wishing to be included and who haven't contacted Bill 
Buckley or David .BryaM. should ring David Bryant (48 3991). Names will now be accepted 
on a ftrst in, fIrst accepted basis. . 

For those members that might have misplaced their last newsletter, the conditions of 
inspection are listed below. 

1. 	 You must be a fmancial member. 
2. 	 You must be in reasonable physical condition. 
3. 	 You must be aged 18 years or over. 
4. 	 The members of the party will need to be appropriately dressed and wear either 

overalls, jeans, etc. and soft-soled shoes. Each member will have to. provide a 
torch. 

RANDOM PO!NTS 

The'Society is always looking for volunteers to open the museum. Anne Hearne has been 
elected museum supervisor, if you can assist please contact Anne. 

,/ 

'" '" 	 '" '" '" '" 
The Society sells a large range of maps on behalf of the Central Mapping Authority. We also 
have an interesting range of books available at the museum. With Cnristmas not far away 
why not give a book. 

*"''''*'''''' 
Another nove) idea for a Christmas present is to give a year's membership of the Society '\ 
See Anne Hearne and she will send on the concession tickets and a copy of this newsletter, 
together with your name, to the person of your choice. Subscription details are:

$5 p.a. per member PLUS 

$2 p.a. for each additional member of the same family at the same address 


seeking membership; 

$2 p.a. for pensioners and full-time students. 


Or perhaps the "beat inflation" rate of five years membership at only FOUR times the 
above rates. 

'" '" '" '" '" '" 
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The Society recently wrote to the NSW Department of Tourism in an endeavour to obtain 
concessions on accommodation at Caves House for members of the Society. However, we 
were unsuccessful. The department feels that me package bookings for a number of nights 
stay that is now available to the public is concession enough. 

* '" '" '" '" '" 
John Dunkley has again written to the department (his first letter apparently was misplaced 
within the department) regarding the extension of the boundary of Jenolan Reserve. This 
is a very important point with which the Society will be taking a great deal of interest. 
The letter seeks the extension of the reserve to include the headwaters of the river. 

\ 

Destruction of the native forest in this area and its replacement witn pine trees would 

seriously affect the ecological balance of Jenolan. Remember - we do have the word 
"Preservation" in our society's name. 

'" '" * '" ... '" 

The members that attended the last meeting were treated to a showing of an early movie 
fUm on Jenolan. The film was made about 1940 by Mr Ralph Symonds who has very 
kindly donated it to the Society. Jim Pemble has worked wonders in restoring the film and 
it is noped that arrangements will be made to run off a copy. It is intended that another 
showing of the film will be made following the Annual General Meeting - try not to miss 
it. 

1 
"j 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

7th MARCH 1981 

The Society's Annual General Meeting is to be held at Caves House at 8.30 p.m. 
on Saturday, 7th March, 1981. Due to the closure of Caves House during February, 
we are unable to hold this meeting at the previously advertised time. 

The presentation of annual reports by various office beare~s will be made and 
a new committee will be elected. So that you are able to give consideration 
as to the role that you are going to play in the activities of the Society 
this year, the positions to be filled are listed below. 

Patron Treasurer 
Trustees (3) 

President 
Vice Presidents (2) 
Secretary 
A9sistant Secretary 

Assistant Treasurer 
Membership Secretary 
Curators (2) 
Research Officer 
Department of Tourism Representative 
Seven Committee Members 

As in the past some of the seven committee members will be designated with 
specific tasks such as Publicity Qfficer, Assistant Research Officer and 
Museum Supervisor. It is understood that some of the current office bearers 
will not be seeking re-election. This is your opportunity to contribute to 
the Society in a positive way, come along to the meeting and stand for election. 

Nominati9ns must be in writing and signed by the proposer, seconder and nominee. 
Nominations will be accepted up to the time of the election. If you cannot 
attend the meeting but wish to stand for a position then .act now. 

As the Annual General Meeting has normally run longer than the general meetings, 
there will be no guest speaker. However, arrangements have been made to re-run 
the Ralph Symonds film on Jenolan. This movie is well worth viewing, try not 
to miss it. 

The committee meeting will be held at 3.30 p.m., probably in the school. Check 
at the Guides' Office on arrival. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 

Subscriptions for the year ending 3Ist December, 1981 are now due. If you 
joined the Society at the end of 1980, you are covered for this year as well. 
Details of the membership rates are shown on the attached form. Please complete 
the fill-in section and return with your remittance. 
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1980 PRESIDENT'S REPORT 


1980 was a rather unusual year ror the Society. We did not have one guest 
speaker during the year, we had only three meetings and we attracted a large 
number of new members. 

Of course I am not suggesting that the first two points raised resulted in the 
third - not directly. It was the committee's intention that 1980 be a year in 
which we concentrated on the social side of the Society. To this end we en
joyed our sing-a-long, barbecue and colonial dance. As a result we hope that 
members were able to get to know one another better. 

It is hoped that the social activities will continue. However, it is time 
that we concerned ourselves with some outstanding matters. I think that the 
two major issues that we must follow up are the extension of the Jenolan 
Reserve and the overall Jenolan Master Plan. These are vital issues affecting 
Jenolan and we must not be guilty of inaction. 

I would like to thank the outgoing committee for their efforts and support 
during the year. In particular, I would like to thank those people who 
assisted with the various social functions, raffles, etc. The Society must 
have the practical support of more than just a small core of workers and 1980 
proved that we are fortunate in this regard. 

To the incoming committee I would like to extend my best wishes and hope that 
they have a successful year. 

David Bryant, 
President. 

HISTORICAL ACQUISITIONS 

Recently we have been fortunate to acquire a number of important books that are 
worthwhile additions to our archives. 

The first book is a photographic record of Jenolan titled "Jenolan Caves 
Nature's Masterpiece". The book was donated by Mrs. C.R. Baker of The Entrance. 

One of our members, John Flint, has passed on to our Research Officer, Ron 
Newbould, two copies of a diary written by a visitor to the Caves in 1883. The 
author has named the diary, "Guide to and Description of Fish River Caves". 
This book contains some very graphic descriptions of Jenolan at that time. 

The third acquisition was purchased by the Society. A limited edition has been 
printed of "Census of the Colony of New South Wales - 1828" and we were 
fortunate to obtain a copy. It is expected that this should be a great aid 
to tracing names associated with Jenolan's early history. 

Additionally, Barbara De Roma, the Department of Tourism'S Librarian, has fOr
warded an early photograph of the guiding staff with the names of the gurdes. 

Many thanks to these people for their interest. We are always keen to acquire 
historical material relating to Jenolan. 
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ALLADIN CAVE INSPECTION 


Due to a number of unforeseen circumstances, some members were unable to 
participate in the Alladin Cave inspection with the result that only fourteen 
undertook the trip. 

The inspection took place on Saturday, 8th November, 1980. We entered the cave 
at about 2.00 p.m. and spent over two hours clambering around inside. This was 
the first "public" showing.of the cave since 1947 and as such takes its place 
in the history of Jenolan. 

The party of fourteen consisted of four leaders and ten members as listed below. 

Leaders 	 John Culley (Chief Guide.> 

Bill Buckley 

Ken Buckley 

Derek Holland 


Members 	 David Bradley Michael Lipman 
David Bryant Brian Mitchell 
Al Gough Maureen Sullivan 
Norm Hall Leonie Taylor 
Steve Jupp Tom Taylor 

The inspection was made possible due to the co-operation of John Culley. The 
Society and, more particularly, those who took part would like to extend their 
gratitude to ,John. We would also like to thank Bill Buckley for his role in 
organising the trip and Ken and Derek for giving up their Saturday afternoon 
to act as guides for us. 

All who made the trip were unanimous in their praise and it is hoped that we 
will be able to organise further inspections in the future. Below ",n 
excerpt from a letter written by Tom and Leonie Taylor who travelled from 
Berri, South Australia, for the occasion. 

"	•••• we felt that we had to express our thanks 
for a memorable weekend at Jenolan. Probably 
a once in a life-time experience for us." 

AUSTRALIAN COLONIAL DANCE 

Caves House came alive on Saturday, 8th November to the rollicking sound of the 
Rouseabouts. Over one hundred and twenty adults plus children enjoyed them
selves dancing the early colonial bush dances and following the descriptive 
lyrics of the songs. 

Most people who attended the night were dressed in the style of the colonial 
days. Ned Kelly mixed with the troopers and a fire and brimstone preacher 
mixed with some of the fairer members of his congregation. 

This night was the highlight of the year and was the main reason for our in- " 
crease in membership. While it was not the full scale production of the centenary 
celebrations, it was just as successful. The popularity of these nights is 
such that they should become a regular event - held about 18 months apart. 

(continued) 

http:showing.of
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An historical walk in McKeown's Valley was organised for Sunday morning. Un
fortunately, rain put an end to it and it has been re-scheduled for the Sunday 
following the Annual General Meeting. Details of the starting time will be on 
the blackboard outside the Guides' Office. 

Special thanks must go to Mr. Rooney and the staff of Caves House for the 
effort they made in ensuring the evening was a success. 

Details of the takings are as follows ... 

Entrance Fees @ $2.00 per adult $240.00 
Caving Trip 65.00 
Slide Case Raffle 66.10 
Raffles - sold on night 92.81 $463.91 

Cost of Band 250.00 
Refreshments for Band 21.00 271. 00 

Net Profit $192.91 

Winners of the raffles were 

1. Lucky Door Prize Jim Pemble 
2. Slide Case Steve Opper 
3. Cassette Case Ross Street 
4. Palm Stand Veronica Sullivan 
5. Coffee Table .Judith Pemble 
6. Magazine Rack L. Hodges 
7. Tray Unclaimed (Ticket E70) 

All of the above prizes were made and donated by Mr. W. Heiron for which the 
Society is especially grateful. 

NEWS MEMBERS 

The Society welcomes the following new members 

Mr. J.M. Flint, Greenwich 
Mr. G. Molesworth, Northwood 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Milne, Jenolan Caves 
Mrs. F.R. Pettit, Roseville 
Mr. and Mrs. M.C. Lipman, Lane Cove 
Mr. R. Hodges, Ingleburn 
Mr. and Mrs. M. Hodges, Springwood 
Mr. N. Hall, Turramurra 
Mr. S. Jupp, Normanhurst 
Mr. A. Gough~ Normanhurst 
Mr. W. Readford, pymble 

STOP PRESS 

News has just come to hand that Ernie and Elaine Holland have attained the 
status of grandparents. Congratulations to the Holland and Owens families on 
the new arrival - Jacqueline Kay. 
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MAY MEETING 

The date of the May meeting has been tentatively set for SATURDAY - 9th MAY, 
1981. ~~is is the first week-end of the school holidays, so book into Caves 
House as early as possible to avoid disappointment. The date for this meeting 
will be confirmed at the Annual General Meeting. 

RAFFLE 

A raffle fora cassette,case (made and generously donated by Mr. W. Heiron) is 
currently underway and will be drawn at the Annual General Meeting. Tickets 
are 20c each or three for 50c and may be purchased by filling in the attached 
form and returning with your remittance. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the year ending 31st December, 1981 are now due and details 
of the membership rates are shown below. 

$5 p.a. per member 
PLUS 

$2 p.a. for each aoditional member of the same family 
at the same address seeking membership 

$2 p.a. for pensioners and full-time students 

FIVE YEARS' membership at FOUR times above rates 

Please complete the attached form and send with your remittance. 

NAME ......•••••..•.•.•...••••......••••••.................••••.••.•........••• 


ADDRESS .•.•...•.•.............•••..•....••.•.••.•....•..••.•.•.••....•.•.••.•. 


. . • . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . • . . . . .. Post Code ......... . 


enclose:

$ .............. for Annual Subscription 

$ ........... ,. .... for Five Years' Membership 

$ ................... for . .......... raffle tickets (20c each or 3 for 50c) 

Please make remittance payable to J.C.H.&P.S. 9-nd forward to ... 

The Membership Secretary, 

J.C.H.&P.S., 

C/- Post Office, 

JENOLAN CAVES. N.S.W. 2790 
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MAY MEETING 

The next general meeting of the society will be held at Caves House 
at 8.30 p.m. on ..• 

Saturday - 23rd May 1981 

The committee meeting will be held in the school house at 4.00 p.m. 

Special excursions have been organised for the weekend of the 
general meeting and further details are given below. 


The dates of the general meetings for the remainder of 1981 are 

listed on the last page. 


SKELETON CAVE INSPECTION 

Ernie Holland and Peter Culley have offered their services on a 
voluntary basis to enable members to inspect the Skeleton Cave. As 
you would be aware, this cave has only recently been re-opened and 
is always a difficult cave to inspect due to the small number 
allowed in each party. 

Because of the restriction in numbers we will have to operate on a 
first come, first served basis. Those members who wish to be in
cluded in the party should ring either Bill Buckley (76.9287) or 
David Bryant (48.3991) as soon as possible. The inspection will 
depart from the Guides' Office at 2.00 p.m. on Saturday, 23rd May. 

SIX FOOT TRACK WALK 

If you have not been fortunate enough to walk the old "Six Foot 
Track" into Jenolan, Bill Buckley has volunteered to lead a group 
of memb~rs down the track on Sunday, 24th May. 

Mr. Rooney·has very kindly made the caves House bus available to 
transport members to the top of Five Mile. The walk down the hill 
is well defined and not hazardous. Interesting points of the walk 
include superb views of King's Tableland and a rather unique view 
of Devil's Coach House. 

The bus will depart from the Guides' Office area at a time to be 
announced at the general meeting. 
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1981 SUBSCRIPTIONS 

A reminder to some of you that you have not yet paid your 1981 
subscriptions. The Society depends on its members for survival. 
If you have not paid, please complete the appropriate details on 
the fill-in section and return with your remittance to the 
Membership secretary. 

ALLADIN CAVE INSPECTION 

If you have spoken to one of the members who undertook the Alladin 
cave inspection in November 1980, then you will be among the first 
to register for this year's inspection. 

John culley. Chief Guide, has ag~in given his approval for this 
inspection and again it will be held in November, on Saturday 7th. 
Experienced guiding staff will lead the tour. As this cave has 
not been developed, there is a need for the members to be reason
ably fit or at least supple! 

As with the previous inspection, if you are interested in part
icipating, ring either Bill Buckley (76.9287) or David Bryant 
(48.3991). 

DE BURGH'S BRIDGE 

The Department of Main Roads has recently re-sealed the entrance 
road to Jenolan from the approach to De Burgh's bridge through the 
Grand Arch to the Guides' Office. 

The original road has been re-sealed on a number of occasions and, 
apparently, has never been graded back to the original level of 
the road. 

As a result, the appearance of the bridge has changed dramatically. 
Early photographs show the bridge as a clearly defined bridge with 
stone walls. The road has now reached a level where the bridge 
looks more like a causeway. 

Although the Department of Main Roads has indicated that next time 
the road is done they will grade the road back to its original 
level, the re-sealing will not take place for about fifteen years. 
This is just not good enough. The Jenolan Reserve and its 
"improvements" are listed on the National Register and as such the 
Society feels that State government departments have a respons
ibility to maintain these features in their original condition. 

The Society has written to the Department of Tourism, Department 
of Main Roads and to the N.S.W. Heritage Council voicing our dis
appointment at the manner in which the roadworks have been carried 
out and requesting that action be taken -to restore the bridge to 
its original condition. 



4 JCH&PS NEWSLETTER May 1981 

When the last trams were removed from the Harbour Bridge lines in 
1959, the tram tracks, sleepers, wiring, etc, were removed from the 
bridge decking to enable the roadway to be laid. The sleepers were 
put to good use ... they now form the posts of the safety fence. 
They were probably sawn in half and placed into the ground to the 
present depth and on some may still be seen the large bolts used to 
affix the sleepeI:'s to the bridge decking: on others, the "dog 
spikes" used for securing rails to sleepers: and on all, the holes 
drilled for fixing purposes. 

These old sleepers would have been cut and placed on the bridge 
prior to the opening in 1932 and they still look in good order. 

As yet, I haven't been able to confirm when they were placed into 
position at Jenolan. 

Bill Buckley 

Patron 
President 
Vice Presidents 

secretary 
Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer 
Assistant Treasurer 
Membership secretary 
Curators 

Research Officer 
Dept. of Tourism Rep. 

-1981 COMMITTEE 

Ald. H. G. Coates 
David Bryant 
Bill Buckley 
John Dunkley 
Phil McGuire 
Paul Richards 
David Hearn 
Richard GUy 
Ann Hearn 
Barry Richard 
Peter Culley 
Ron Newbould 
Mr. W. Rooney 

Committee 
Norm Sims 
Tom Feibig 
Jim Pemble 
Mark CUlley 
cathy Sullivan 
Maureen Sullivan 
Sandra Martyn 

Trustees 
Mr. W. Heiron 
Graham Morrison 
Janet Bryant 

The motion to restrict office bearers to two years' consecutive 
service was defeated. The consensus of opinion seemed to be that 
the Society was not large enough to enjoy such a luxury and in any 
event members have the opportunity each year of standing in oppos
ition to other members for positions on the committee. 

ITEMS -OF INTEREST 

** RAFFLE ** The raffle for the cassette case was drawn at the last 
meeting with the winner being Mr. Spellacy of Newfoundland, Canada. 
The current raffle for a coffee tab~e will be drawn at the May meet
ing and tickets (20c each or three for Sac) may be obtained from 
Richard Guy or by filling in the attached form. 

** NEWBOULD NEWS ** congratulations to Ron and ~an Newbould on the 
new status of grandparents. Thanks also to Jan for opening the 
Museum during January and over Easter. 

(continued) 
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TREASURER'S ANNUAL REPORT 

If J.C.H.&P.S. has established any tradition it certainly includes 
the standard and detail of the Treasurer's Report. Once again. 
the report contains too much detail to reproduce in full in the 
newsletter. For those members who did not receive a copy at the 
A.G.M •• 	 copies will be available at the May meeting. 

The following is an extract from the 	report ••• 

"I take pleasure in pr~senting to this meeting. the Annual 
Treasurer's Report and Financial Statements for the twelve months 
ended 31st December, 1980. 

Overall 	Financial position 
Balance Carried Forward 1/1/81 - $4564.99 
+ 	Value of saleable items in stock - 2481.90 

$7046.89 

This represents an increase in the society's financial position of 

$1333.39 over the past year. This compares with an increase of 

$1181.53 for the previous 18 months, indicating that we have had a 

very successful year financially. 

To~al Revenue was $3625.47, whilst Total Expenditure was $2164.78. 

Value of stock in hand is $127.30 less than last year. 


Conunents 

1. 	 Trickett's Maps - $460.50 represents sales of 1,535 maps. 

Since becomipg available in August 1979, a 
total of 2,415 maps have been sold at a 
cost of 30c each. Total income from these 
maps is now $724.50. Outlay has been $158.00 

2. 	 Functions - costs for Sausage Sizzle and Colonial Dance 
totalled $368.74. Return from these events 
was $496.52. Last year's centenary cele
brations costs were further offset by another 
$35.60 

3. 	 Membership - 41 single, 34 family and 7 student memberships. 
These include 1981 subscriptions paid in 
advance and "five year memberships" 

4. 	 Interest - $1,000 surplus funds in bank account to be 
transferred. Perhaps we should place some 
funds in higher interest deposits now avail 
able. 

K. J. Oliver 
Honorary Treasurer" 

DID YOU KNOW? 


When you last travelled down the Five Mile Hill into Jenolan, did 
you notice the safety fence? It is. I'm told, associated with 
Sydney's transport history. 

(continued) 
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** OCCASIONAL PAPERS ** The four Occasional Papers have been re
printed and are available from the Guides' Office. 

** NEW MAPS ** Available from the Guides' Office .•. 
1. Ku-ring-gai National Park $1.50 each 
2. General Chart of Terra Australis (1822) $1.50 each 

,3. Photomap of city of Sydney $2.00 each 

Please add SOc for postage. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

saturday, 1st August 8.30 p.m. General Meeting 

Saturday, 7th November 1.30 p.m. 
8.30 p.m. 

Alladin Cave Inspection 
General Meeting 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

subscr;ptions for the year ending 31st December, 1981 are now due 
and details of the membership rates are shown below. 

$5 p.a. per member 
PLUS 

$2 p.a. for each additional member of the same family 
at the same address seeking membership 


$2 p.a. for pensioners and full-time students 


FIVE YEARS' membership at FOUR times above rates 


please complete the attached form and send with your remittance. 

NAME •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ADDRESS ...................................................... ,a 


. .. . . . .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . . . ... . . . .. . . . .. . . ... .. . . . . . . Post Code ...•.• 

enclose:

$ ·. . . . . . . . for Annual Subscription 

$ ·. . .. . . . . . for Five Years • Membership 

$ · . . . . . . . . for raffle tickets (20c each or 3 for SOc) 

Please make payable to J.C.H.&P.S. and forward to 

The Membership Secretary, 

J.C.H.&P.S., 

C/- Post Office, 

JENOLAN CAVES. N.S.W. 2790 
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AUGUST MEETING 


The ne~t gen~ral meeting of the Society will be held at Caves House 
at 8.30 p.m. on ... 

Saturday ~ 1st August 1981 

The committee ~~~t~ng ~~~l ~e ~eld at 4.00 p.m. - call into the 
Guides' Office to find out where the meeting will be held. 

ARE YOU FINANCIAL? 

J.C.H.&P.S. is nqt a ~arge ?ociety and relies on its members to re
main interested. active and finan9~al. If there is a cross in the 
box at the end of this article it means that our records show that 
as at 1st June. 198~. yqu were not a financial member. If you have 
paid ~ince ~his ~~~e, ple?~~ disregard ~he ·cross.. 

Detail§ of membershi~ subscriptions are shown on page 3 of this 
newsletter. 

D 
SKELETO~ CAV~ IN.§P~CTION 

Guides ... 	Er-n~e Holland 
Peter Culley 

ME~mbef"s. attendil'1g ... thirteen 

The inspection he~~ on Saturday. 23rd May 1981 was very enjoyable 
thanks to our two guides who kindly g~ve up their SaturdaY after
noon to gu~de the pa~ty. . 

I feel sure all members who undertook the inspection found it most 
informative particularly viewing the cave from an historical angle. 

Thanks agairi to Ernie and Peter. 

Geoff Molesworth 
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AUSTRALIAN COLONIAL DANCE 

Caves House 

Saturday, 7th November, 1981 

8.30 p.m. 

Following the success of the last colonial dance, the committee 
has succumbed to pressure and has organised another of these 
enjoyable evenings. We have booked the popular bush ballad band 
"THE COLLIERS" who are guaranteed to provide a good night's 
entertainment. 

There are not many vacancies remaining in Caves House, so if you 
intend being there act now. Ring Jenolan and mention that you're 
a member of the Society. 

These nights are tremendous fun ... dust off your colonial or 
bush gear and make a point of being there. 

ALLADIN CAVE INSPECTION 

saturday, 7th November, 1981 

1.30 p.m. 
..,----

John Culley has again given permission for a party of members to 
inspect the Alladin cave. you have spoken to any of the 
members who went on last year's inspection,' you will appreciate 
how fortunate we are to have this 9Ppo~tunity. This cave is not 
open to the public - so take advantage of the offer. As we are 
able to take only a few more members, phone either Bill Buckley 
(76.9287) or David Bryant (48.3991) as soon as possible. 

SIX FOOT TRACK WALK 

Sunday, 8th November, 1981 

Due to bad weather the "Six Foot Track" walk set down for Sunday, 
24th May, was cancelled. It is now hoped that we will be holding 
this walk on the above date. 

We will travel by bus to the top of Five Mile and then walk back 
to Jenolan via the old track that provided early ~fccess to the 
Caves. The walk down the hill is not hazardous and provides 
superb views of King's Tableland and a unique aspect of the 
Devil's coach House. 

The bus will depart from the Guides' Office area at a time to be 
announced. 
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NEW MEMBERS 


The Society welcomes the following new members ... 

Miss J. Cullen, Earlwood 
Dr and Mrs. R. Stubbs, Windsor 
Mr. D. Wheen, Pennant Bills 
Mr. and Mrs. K.A. Veale, Harbord 
Mr: I. Hodges, Bradbury 
Miss S. Pearce, Bradbury 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the year ending 31st December, 1981 are now due 
and details of the membership rates are shown below. 

$5 p.a. per member 
PLUS 

$2 p.a. for each additional member of the same family 
at the same address seeking membership 

$2 p.a. for pensioners and full-time students 

FIVE YEARS' membership at FOUR times above rates 

please complete the attached form and send with your remittance. 

NAME ,. ........................................................................ . 


ADDRESS ................................................................ . 


Post Code ..... 

enclose:

$ ....... for Annual Subscription 


$ ••..•.. for Five years' Membership 

Please make payable to J.C.H.&P.S. and forward to .•. 

The Membership Secretary, 
J . C • H • &P . S . , 

C/- Post Office, 

JENOLAN CAVES. N.S.W. 2790 
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NOVEMBER MEETING 

As the Colonial Dance is to be held on the .date originally set down 
for this meeting, there will be no general meeting. However, a 
committee meeting will be held at 4.00 p.m . •.. please call into 
the Guides' Office to find out where the meeting will be held. 

*******************************************************~ 
* * 

~ 

* * * * *** AUSTRALIAN COLONIAL PANCE * 
* * * * ** CAVES HOUSE ** 
* * * * : Saturday, 7th Novemb~r, 1981 : 
* * : 8.30 p.m. : 

* * * * : Response to this function has been very good : 
: and a successful and enjoyable night is : 
* guaranteed. . It is understood that there are * 
** still rooms available in Caves House. Don't ** 
** delay if you require accommodation ring ** 
** Jenolan and mention" that you are a member of ** 
** J.C.H.&P.S. ** 
* * : Two members of "THE, COLLIERS" have recently : 
: returned from Ireland and should have some : 
: new material to add to their already : 
: impressive repertoire. So dust off your ! 
: colonial or bush gear and make a point of : 
* being the"re. * 
* * * * * * * * ~******************************************************* 
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ALLADIN CAVE INSPECTION 

Saturday, 7th November, 1981 

1.30 p.m. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to take any more in the party. However, 
if you wish to have your name included on the list of reserves then 
ring David Bryant (02) 48.3991. 

For those members who are doing the inspection, remember ... 

* wear old clothes 
* bring your own torch 
* wear soft soled shoes 

The Alladin Cave was discovered in 1897 by F.J. wilson and the 
following description has been taken from Trickett's "Guide to the 
Jenolan caves", first published in 1899. 

"This magnificent cave is situated at the foot of a cliff, 3 chains 
west of McKeown's Creek, 2 chains southerly from the Glass Cave, 
and 30 chains north of the Grand Archway. The entrance is about 
130 feet above the level of the creek. The main cha~ers are about 
80 feet below the entrance, and are reached by scrambling along a 
passage for some 150 feet. As .in the case of the Elder Cave, it 
has not been found practicable to make the passages as easy or con
venient as those of the other caves which are· 'open to the public: 
but the descent is perfectly safe and is not difficult for persons 
of active habit. There are two main chambers. The southern one is 
about 20ft x 23ft x 30ft and is marvellously beautiful. It contains 
an infinite variety of fascinating forms of c~ve embellishment. 
sparkling crystal "cascades" and "drapery" formations grace walls 
dotted throughout with crystais, which twinkle like stars, and when 
the magnesium light is thrown into some remote corner, crystal 
spangles 'glitter like broken up moonbeams on the wavelets of a 
summer sea'. 

On one hand are bunches of reddish-tinted coral-like crystals: on 
another are myriads of d~minutive stalactites and groups of larger 
ones - some reddish, others cream-coloured or snowy-white or trans
lucent. Looking through a fringe of stalactites, which remind one 
of Nellie's Grotto in the Imperial Cave, is seen a fairy-like grotto. 
In the foreground are some exc~ptional'ly graceful and semi trans
parent columns, whose beauty is enhanced by the remains of an older 
column which lie in ruins at· their base. Beyond this is a crystal 
basin with a ripple-marked margin. To the left of this, bunches of 
reddish-tinted crystals reflect a thousand lights from their many 
facets. It is not easy to convey any adequate idea of the exquisite 
beauty of this cave, which must fascinate those who are not easily 
moved by the results of Nature's handiwork." 
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SIX FOOT TRACK WALK 

Sunday, 8th November. 1981 

"The. track is very steep this way and rather a rough ride; the 
scenery, however, is magnificent; we come down Mount George, 1,600 
feet from summit to valley. The limestone belt containing the caves 
can be seen in the valley, its peaks and pinna~les looking very 
grotesque from this road. As we get lower we ride over the Devil's 
coach-house, then follow a small track leaving the Carlotta Arch on 
our left; soon the Grand Arch is in sight. and passing down the 
hill side we arrive at Cave I-louse. 

In passing over the Devil's Coach-house numerous holes and openings 
may be observed near the bridle-track, some of which are very danger
ous. One or two of them are railed round, but there are others with
out any protecting fences. and if the visitor should wander off the 
track there is a probability of falling through one of t.hem, and 
being precipitated a distance of nearly 300 feet. 

One of these holes is known as "Rowell's Escape", in consequence of 
a visitor of that name having fallen in, who would have been dashed 
to pieces in the'Devil's Coach-house below had he not, by some 
miraculous ac dent, jammed himself by his knees and back against 
the sides until he could be pulled out by the keeper and guides. 

Should ordinary precautions be taken, however, there is no danger 
either inside or outside the caves; but it is certainly not advis
able for strangers to wander about this locality without a guide. 
as some of these openings are so obscured by trees and other 
vegetation that they are not noticeable until close upon them." 

'l'he foregoing is a description of the Six Foot Track contained in 
J.J. Foster's "The Jenolan caves", published in 1890. 'rhe track is 
still clearly de ned and in good condition. 

Mr. Rooney has very kindly made the caves House bus available for 
transportation to the top of Five Mile. Interesting points of the 
walk include superb views of King's Tableland and a rather unique 
view of t.he Devil's coachhouse. 

The. bus will depart from the Gui~es' Office area on Sunday morning 
at a time to be announced. 
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FORWARD PLANNING 

congratulations to Keith and Jenny Oliver on the arrival on their 
son, John Clifford. with more of .this, the future of Jenolan School 
is assured! 

RANDOM POINTS 

The Society is always looking for volunteers to open the museum. 
Please contact Anne Hearn C/- Post Office, Jenolan Caves, if you can 
assist. 

* k * * * 

The Society sells a large range of maps on behalf of the Central 
Mapping Authority. We also have an ~nteresting range of books avail 
able at the museum. with christmas not far away, why not give a 
book. 

* * * * * 

Another novel idea for a Christmas present is to give a year's 
membership of the Society. Contact our Membership Secretary, Anne 
Hearn, and she will send on the concession tickets and a copy of 
this newsletter together with your name, to the person of your 
choice. subscription details are:

$5 p. a. 	per member 

PLUS 

$2 p.a. 	for each additional member of the same 
family at the same address seeking 
membership 

$2 p.a. 	for pensioners and full-time students 

Or perhaps the "beat inflation" rate of five years' membership at 
only FOUR times the above rates. 

* * * * * 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SATURDAY, 13th. FEBRUARY, 1982 

CAVES HOUSE 

8.30 p.m. 

The presentation of annual reports by various office bearers will be made at 
this meeting and a new committee will be elected. The following positions are 
to be f HIed: 

Patron Treasurer 
Trustees (3) Assistant Treasurer 

Membership Secretary 
President Curators (2) 
Vice Presidents (2) Resea;rch Officer 
Secretary Department of Tourism Representative 
Assistant Secretary Seven Committee Members 

As in the past some of 'the seven committee members will be designated with 
specific tasks such as')J?ublicity Officer, Assistant Research Officer, Museum 
Supervisor and NewsletferEditor. Some of the current office bearers will 
not ~ seeking re-election an~ this is your opportunity to become involved 
with the Society. For the Society to rema~n healthy and progressive ,it is 
essential that we have competition for committee positio~s. 

Nominations must be in writing and signed by the proposer, seconder and 
nominee ..• all of, whom must be financial members of the Society. Nominations 
will be accepted up to the time of the election. If you cannot ?ttend the 
meeting but wish to stand for a position then act now. 

The committee meeting will be held at 3.30 p.m., probably in the school. Check 
at the Guides' Office on arrival. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NO~ DUE 

Subscriptions for the year ending 31st December, 1982 are now due. If you 
joined the Society at the end of 1981, you are covered for this year as well. 
Details of the membership rates are shown on the attached form. Please com!Jlcte 
the fill-in section and return with your remittance. 
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1981 PRESIDEN~'S REPORT 

1981 was a relatively quiet year for the Society. Our membership has continued 
to grow and attendance at our various pocial functions has been very g,ood. The 
Society has endeavoured to flavour a number of these events with history in 
order that members can discover more of early Jenolan while still enjoying them
selves. Inspections of the Skeleton and Alladin Caves and the Six Foot Track 
w~lk were examples of this. 

While it was pleasing to gain many new members during the year it was a little 
disappointing to notice the absence of some of the old stalwarts. Now that they 
have had a break from Jenolan I hope that their interest can be re-kindled and 
that we will once again have the benefit of their active support. 

I would like to express the Society's and my personal appreciation to M~. W. 
Roon~y, Manager of Caves House, for the assistance and support that he has given 
over the past twelve months. Similarly, Chief Guide, John Culley has assisted 
the Society whenever possible and to him also I extend our thanks. 

My sincere thanks to the 1981 Committee for their efforts during the year and as 
I will not qe standing for re-election to this position in 1982 I would like to 
take this opportunity to pass on, my best wishes to the incoming committee. 

David Bryant, 
President 

ALLADIN CAVE INSPECTION 

Chief Guide, John Culley, once again gave his permission for an inspection of. 
the Alladin Cave. Ken Buckley and Derek Holland were the volunteer guides and, 
in appreciation of their continuing work as volunteer guides for us, they were 
each presented with a set of cuff links that had been donated to the Society by 
Mr. W. Heiron. 

~. 

Those members who undertook the inspection thoroughly enjoyed themselves and now 
have a greater appreciation of the difficulties of cave'inspections in the 
"early days", 

AUSTRALIAN COLONIAL DANCE 

Over two hundred people were at Caves House on Saturday, 7th November, for our 
Australian Colonial Dance ..• and what a great night it was! These dances seem 
to have become an annual event and each seems better than the last. 

The Colliers provided the music and the guests provided'the entertainment. 
Although we have now held a' few of these dances it is interesting to observe 

----------------.~-..--~.-----'--------------------
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that while the standard of dancing has not improved greatly, the enthusiasm is 
boundless. 

Particular thanks must go to Mr Rooney and to the staff of Caves House. 
Without their assistance and co-op,eration this type of function could not be 
held at Jenolan. 

SIX FOOT TRACK WALK 

Our third attempt at organ1s1ng this walk was finally successful due to better 
weather and thus safer conditions. There were many bleary eyed walkers 
assembled outside the Guides' Office on the Sunday morning .•• they were 
obviously feeling the effects of'the strenuous dancing the' previous night. 
Under these circumstances, we had a tremendous response to the walk with over 
fifty people participating. This response caught us a little by surprise and 
presented a problem in that we could not all fit in the Caves House bus. HoW
ever, Ernie Holland carne to the rescue by making his truck available. 

After we had re-gathered at the top of Five Mile, Bill Buckley gave us a resume 
of the history of the track and mentioned the highlights to look for while de
scending the hill. 

I think that those who took par,t will agree that it was a very interesting walk 
and just the right tonic for that particular Su~day morning. 

THE GREAT F;LOOD 

Although ~vidence stil~ exists at Jenolan to indicate the extent of the 1919 
flood, until now we have not seen photographs of the disaster. However, Phil 
McGuire has recently acquired, on a loan basis, some photographs of the damage 
caused by the flood. At present we are copying the photographs for inclusion 
in our archives. 

MEETING DATES FOR 1982 

The following dates have peen tentatively set and will be confirmed at the 
Annual General Meeting. 

Saturday 
Saturday 
Saturday 

1st May 
14th August 
13th November 



4 

~\' , 

JCH&PS NEWSLETTER Jctnuary 1982 

NEW MEMBERS 

The Society welcomes the following new members 

Mr David Elphick, Warrawee 
Mrs Jane Gough, Normanhurst 
Scott Melton,' Blacktown 
Miss Lynette Sullivan, Keiraville 

POPULATION EXPLOSION CONTINUES 

Peter and Christine Culley have recently made ,their contribution to the POIJulat ion 
of Jenolan with the birth of a 'd~ughter, Sarah. ~ 

Congratulations'and best wishes to all of the Culley fami~y. 

THE'MAMMDTH CAVE 

It is 100 years ago this year that the Mammoth Cave was discovered. The following 
description of the cave was' writt'en by J.J. Foster and published in 1890. 

,! ' ~ 

liThe Mammoth Cave is situated 
~ 

about 2~ miles north of the Devil's Coach-house" on 
the right-hand side of McEwan's Creek, being the only one at present known on this 
s,ide of the valley. 'It was discovered in 1882, and not yet half explored, al
though fully 10 miles of passages are already known in it. 

It is th~ largest and wildest cave yet discovered .•...•• At the end of this 
terrible passage it looks' as if we are only now just arriving at a new sUbterranean 
world, whose territory'is without limit. We are at the beginning of a series of 
deep and extremely dangerous holes. No matter where we move a yawning abyss con
fronts us, and from the sourid when a stone is thrown down, some appear to be almost 
bottomless. The'stone can be heard striking ledge after ledge, and bouncing from 
one projection to another for several seconds, until the sound becomes so faiQt as 
it dies away that even after tt has ceased its downward course we fancy we still 
hear it falling, lower! l.ower!! 10wer!lt 

•...•.. Tqe already known part of the Mammoth is both extensive, rough and 
sufficently trying to one's nerves without going any further here, ever,y step being 
fraught with danger. 

It is impossible to describe these various openings and chambers fully without 
filling a large volume..It may be interesting to know that Mr. Wilson, the keeper, 
found this part of the cave too much for him; and that after twenty-two years of 
exploring he was lost in this cave for some time, and was only found after a series 
of very loud cooeying, pis assistant hearing him from another part of the cave went 
in search of him. This was the'only time Mr. Wilson ever lost his bearings in any 
of these underground labyrinths. 

We now turn back, ~nd it is with a sigh of relief that we leave these inexhaustible 
regions behind us, sti11 holding thousands of. unknown marvels and'mysteries. Our 
return from here is trying i'n the utmost degree, but after a hard struggle we arrive, 
at the mouth of the cave and breathe freely once more. Here we make up our camp 
fire, boil the "billy", and ei3t a ravenous meal, visitors will find this a very im
portant part of the day's programme incoming to this cave, as it is quite useless ' 
to think of spending a few hours heret it takes a full day to see only a small por
tion of the Mammoth Cav~ prop~rly, and a good d~al of the time is taken up r.oming

.' ..and g01ng .••..• 
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscri~tions for the year ending 31st December, 1982 are now. due and details 
of the membership rates are shown below. 

$5 p.a. 	 per member 
PLUS 

$2 p.a. 	 for each additional member of the same 
family at the same address seeking 
membership 

$2 p.a. 	 for pension.ers and full-time students 

FIVE YEARS' membership at FOUR times above rates 

Please complete 'the attached form and send with your remittance. 

NAME 

ADDRESS ...•.••......••......•••••...•.•.•...•••••...•.•••••••.••....•••..... 

.. . .. '" .................. '" .......................... '" '" ........ '" ........................................ ~ ...... . Post Code ......• 


I enclose:

$ ..•.••..• for Annual Subscription 

$ ......... for Five Years' Membership 


Please make remittance payable to J.C.H.&P.S. and forward to; 

The Membership Secretary, 
J.C.H.&P.S., 
C/- Post 	Office, 
JENOLAN CAVES. N.S.W. 2790 

NOMINATION FORM 

I hereby nominate •......•....••.•.•....•••.•......... for the posi tion of 


" ............................... on the J.C.H.&P.S. Committee for 1982. 

Nominated by 

Seconded by 

I accept the above nomination. (Signed) 

L 
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EDITORS' COMMENTS: 

Our humble apologies for the non-appearance of. two editions of the Newsletter. We do 
appreciate that this News sheet is the only contact with the majority of our membership; many 
of whom visit Jenolan quite infrequently, as little as once a year. Being a society of people 
brought together by an affection for Jenolan Caves and all that it represents to each one of us 
and a desire to conserve and preserve it, we all do what we can towards that goal. 

Unfortunately, because of unforeseen problems and the fact that the previous editor lives at the 
Caves (an isolated area), it was impossible to "get the act together". 

If what you read in the "Newsletter" pleases you and it is what you want, write to us and tell 
us. If it is not what you want, write to us and tell us why. It's your society and your opinions 
are welcome. 

KEN AND BILL BUCKLEY (Co.Editors) 

T;he following is really a collection of the important decisions, resolutions and news to come 
out of two meetings. The first, the Annual General Meeting of 13th February, 1982: 

"At 9.20 p.m. the President declared that all positions were now vacant. The election of office 
bearers would now commence with voting in of a new President, two Vice Presidents, Secretary, 
Assist. Secretary, Treasurer, Assist. Treasurer, Membership Secretary, two Curators, Research 
Officer, seven Committee Members, three Trustees and a Department of Tourism representative. 

RESULTS: President: Mr. P. Culley; Vice Presidents: Mr. W. Buckley and Mrs. M. Sullivan; 
Secretary: Miss C. Sullivan; Assist. Secretary: Mr. P. McGuire; Treasurer's position left open 
until next meeting due to absence of Mr. D. Hearne; Assist. Treasurer: Mr. E. Holland; Member· 
ship Secretary's position left open until next meeting due to absence of Mrs. A. Hearne; Curators: 
Mr. S. Opper and Mr. K. Oliver; Research Officer: Mr. R. Newbold; Committee: Mr. D. Bryant, 
Mr. J. Pemble, Mr. B. Richards, Mr. J. Dunkley, Mr. G. Morrison, Mr. S. O'Gorman, Miss Chris 
Ring; Trustees: Mr. G. Morrison, Mr. W. Heiron and Mr. J. Pemble; Dept. of Tourism Represen· 
tative: Manager of Caves House. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MEETING: 

Mr. B. Richards suggested the preservation of all old electrical equipment acquired over the 
years, including material still in caves having any historical significance. The Hydro Station was 
suggested as a possible display area for this purpose, however, problems associated with security 
and manning would have to be looked at and discussed at length. Mr. R. Newbold suggested 
that the matter be put to the Head Guide Mr. J. Culley by Mr. Richard and report the results 
back to the next meeting. 

Mr. S. Opper expressed concern over the material held by the curators. It was suggested by 
Mr. Opper that this material should be stored safely and catalogued. Mr. Opper further 
suggested that photographing all materials might be the most practical and cheapest way of 
doing this. Mr. B. Richards made an offer of the top section of the Sub·Station as a storage area 
for these materials because of the warm, de·humidified climate in there. 

Mr. K. Oliver mentioned that a lady from the 'Historical Australia Magazine' visited Jenolan for 
the purpose of obtaining information for publication on Jenolan. A supplement with Photos 
has been prepared for the magazine. Mr. J. Dunkley pointed out that this was a commercial 
magazine and as such the Society should benefit financiall.y as the photos were loaned by the 
Society. Mr. Dunkley also said he could see no point in the Society making a subscription to 
the magazine because of the 'glut' of magazines of this type. Mr. D. Bryant suggested that the 
photos used in the magazine should clearly mention that the Society donated the photos." 

The second meeting held on 14th August, 1982: 

"MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT: Mr. D. Hearn (in the absence of Mrs. A. Hearne), 
reported that there were currently 132 members, 5 new members joining since the last meeting. 

It was reported to the meeting that Mr. W. Rooney _had retired as Manager of Caves House and 
the Reserve. The position had been filled by Mr. G. Dube, who had taken up the appointment a 
few days previously. He attended the meeting and was introduced to the members. 

Mr. R. Newbold expressed concern over the lack of access to the Society's archives. (At present, 
moves are being made to have something done about this). 

Mr. p. McGuire suggested that in order for the Society to make known its objectives to the new 
Department, personal representation would be far better than sending a letter. 

Mr. B. Dube said that Mr. K. Brown would be the person to see at the Department concerning 
the Society's objectives. 

Mr. G. Dube also suggested obtaining proper storage facilities used for archive material, e.g. 
archive storage boxes. 

Mr. N. Jones asked 'Why don't the guides mention the Society more during tours of the Caves?' 
Mr. S. Opper replied that the guides used to, BUT, enthusiasm had waned for the Society and 
its purpose and that this may have had an effect. (Obviously, this is what this very meeting was 
all about!) 
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THE NEW POSSIBLE OBJECTIVES: 

Mr. R. Guy proposed that these possible objectives be published in the next issue of the news· 
letter. Sec. Mr. K. Oliver. (The reason for this proposal was to attempt to get some 'feed back' 
from you - the members. Ed.) 

The New Possible Objectives put forward at the Committee Meeting earlier in the day were put 
to the General Meeting. 

1. 	 Erection and Funding of new museum. The meeting agreed that afresh approach to this 
goal should be made when meeting to discuss the Society's objectives with the new 
Department. 

. 2. 	 Visual displays around Jenolan of Historical significance. This was met with approval, 
however, the impact of these displays in the area would have to be carefully considered. 

~ 	 3. Restoration of the 'Leffel Wheel', i.e. first means of power generation at Jenolan: This 
was met with 'quiet' interest but would be looked into further . 

... 4. Guidelines for future planning of Jenolan. Society to be more involved. 

~. 5. Flow of letters to the Department on a regular basis. 

6. Closer liaison with Heritage Council and other historical institutions. 

'- 7. Expansion of the Newsletter. This was met with unanimous agreement. 

- 8. Planning for the Sesqui-Centennary Celebrations - Society's involvement, 

-9. Dark Room facility - access to the old 'Graph Building', 

. 10. More caving trips and bushwalks throughout the year. 

11. 	 Photographic display (rotating on regular basis) at Ticket Box. 

-12. 	 Closer involvement with those groups or persons who wish to prepare material on Jenolan 
in order to keep information as correct as possible. 

-13. 	 Establishing archives in the correct way, possibly with the help of other historical socie
ties to show us how this is done effectively. Mr. S. Opper moved a motion that this be 
investigated. Sec. Mr. R. Newbold. 

A motion was carried increasing the Museum Attendants Fee - Will be increased to $20.00 per 
day. Hours 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. NO Lunch Break to be taken. This is a job for anyone in the 
Society over the age of 16 years. A most pleasant and satisfying task. 

Please Volunteer you good people - Ring the Guides' Office for further information. 
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The Treasurer sent to the Editor on the 3rd September, the following Statement regarding 
the Society's Funds: 

Building Society Deposit .. $2,500.00 
Bank Deposit .. $2,173.03 
Banking to be Deposited .. $ 367.00 

$1000.00 is to be transferred to The Building Society Account from the Bank Account. 

A hearty welcome to our new members ... 

The Le Brogue faIT) ily Brisbane, Queensland 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Pulford Keilor, Victoria 
Sheri-Lee Evans Jenolan Caves 
Peter Gallegos Jenolan Caves 
Norm Jones Chippendale 
Syd. Hutchison Ashfield 

We hope to publish letters and articles extracts from books - anything which is related to 
Jenolan Caves and its history; about the Caves - the Reserve - the people of the area and the 
people who visit the area. 

The first of these is entitled "The First Ten Years - Where to Now?" A Letter to the Editor by 
Phil McGuire, our Secretary and Casual Guide. 

THE FIRST TEN YEARS - WHERE TO NOW? 

Since the first meeting held on the 6th July. 1972, the Jenolan Caves Historical and Preserva· 
tion has seen some amazing changes, both to Jenolan and the Society itself. 

Formed originally to foster the accurate cataloguing of Jenolan's history together with the 
preservation of the caves and surrounding Reserve, J.C.H.A.P.S. achievements have often 
extended beyond these two criteria. 

The first major achievement for the Society was the re·erection of the old Post Office. Built 
in 1898, this quaint little building, originally located next to the Souvenir Shop, was dismantled 
in 1973 to make way for the present Post Office and shelter area. 

Many people, who had been visiting Jenolan for years, together with the Guiding Staff and 
Management, agreed that it was a very sad day indeed. Jenolan had lost some of its charm, 
some of its history. 

In 1973. J.C.H.A.P.S. met to discuss plans for the re·erection of this building and its conversion 
into a temporary museum. J.C.H.A.P.S. was very fortunate in obtaining approval for this and 
even more fortunate when the Department of Public Works agreed to carry out this work. 

Some time would have to elapse before the Society was in a position to afford better accom
modation for a museum. TodI:iY. the little Post Office still serves as a museum at Jenolan, 
boasting a fine collection of historical photographs, books and artifacts with a new building 
still a little way off yet. 

http:2,173.03
http:2,500.00
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Those early days saw too the first major social event for J.C.H.A.P.S. In 1973, the first 'Smoke 
Concert' since 1896, was held in the Grand Arch. What's a Smoke Concert? Well, prior to the 
road reaching and passing through the Grand Arch, dancing and singing were often the order of 
the night down in that magnificent setting. Jeremiah Wilson, Keeper of the Caves 1867-1896, 
had a dance floor put into the Arch and the scene, complete with camp fires and music was 
relived again some 75 years later. 

Smoke Concerts were held usually on the October long weekend and again on the Australia 
Day weekend and were a regular event for a few years. Unfortunately, as a rElsult of certain 
circumstances, Smoke Concerts ceased. However, who knows, one day music and smoke may 
again billow from the Grand Arch. 

A few members, back in that early period of the Society's development, contributed with their 
historical knowledge of Jenolan. These members, mostly from the guiding staff, put pen to 
paper on certain aspects concerning Jenolan and produced what are now referred to as 
'Occasional Papers' These include subjects like 'The Steam Cleaning of The Orient Cave' 
'Discovery of Imperial Cave' and a number of others. It is hoped that a few more might be 
produced soon. 

Apart from these items of literature, certain maps have been reproduced including a map of 
the show caves prepared originally by Mr. Oliver S. Trickett, Jenolan's best remembered 
surveyor. 

Other achievements of the Society include: 

(a) 	 Removal of the coloured paint from inside of the Devil's Coachhouse. This paint was 
originally put in over certain areas during the 1950's for the filming of the movie 'Treas
ure Island'. It was supposed to disappear. However, it was only hard and sometimes 
dangerous work by Society members, led by the Head Guide, Mr. J. Culley, that made it 
disappear. 

(bl 	 The years have also produced a vast collection of historical artifacts which, very shortly, 
will be properly catalogued. 

(c) 	 1979 saw the establishing of an annual Colonial Dance. These are usually held in Novem
ber and have, so far, proved a tremendous success. 

(d) 	 1979 also saw recognition of the Society by the then Department of Tourism at the 
Centenary Celebration of the discovery of the Imperial Cave by Jeremiah Wilson in 1879. 
The Department's participation in the events was an invaluable one with the highlight 
having been the re-enactment of Mr. Wilson's descent into the cave and subsequent unveil
ing of ,1:1 plaque in the cave by the Hon. Ken Booth, the then Minister of Tourism. This 
event took place on the 17th February, 1979. 

(e) 	 Bushwalks and Caving trips, led by dedicated members of the Society, first took off with 
tremendous success during the Centenary Celebrations and have been maintained as often 
as is possible throughout the year, It is hoped that these types of activities will increase. 

(f) 	 Today the society can boast a healthy bank balance and a membership in excess of 
120 persons. 

"Where to Now?" - I draw your attention to the list of "New Possible Objectives" - This was 
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drawn up to promote a fresh approach for the Society's future. Now, here is your opportunity 
as a member to contribute to that future. 

The Society will not survive without your participation and active involvement. 

I ask for your comments, opinions and ideas on Jenolan's future. 

Write to me - PHIL McGUIRE, ct· GUIDES OFFICE, JENOLAN CAVES, N.S.W. 2790. 

Let's hope the next 10 years sees a happy and prosperous association between Jenolan and 
those who care about it. 

PHIL McGUIRE 

The next Article (in 2 Parts) is a translation from the French by one of our own members 
Past Senior Vice President, John Dunkerly. 

THE .IENOLAN CAVES - IN THE BLUE MOUNTAINS, AUSTRALIA 

by Albert Tissandier 

Translated from "les Grottes de Jenolan dans les Montagnes Bleues." par M. Albert Tissandier 

Spelunca, Bulletin de la Societe de Speleologie, No.1, January·March, 1895, pp. 50·56. 


Translator's Note: Wherever possible, the original text has been translated literally, so that the poetic delights 
of French prose are retained. Occasional licence has been taken where necessary to clarify obscure phrases. 
Appropriate discretion has been used in selecting the most appropriate alternative where several meanings 
are evid~nt Units of measurement are as in the original. 

"When the traveller has reached the Australian continent, he feels deceiv'ed when gazing on the 
scenery which unfolds before his eyes during the long hours of train travel from one place to 
another. From Brisbane, capital of Queensland, dow'n to Sydney in New South Wales, with 
some rare exceptions the panorama is monotonous and of little beauty. Always there are 
boundless plains or eucalyptus-covered ground. It's all the same, .from Sydney to Melbourne, 
capital of the colony of Victoria, and round to Adelaide, in South Australia. 

In Sydney, a city whose characteristics are exactly those of an American city, one is happy to 
learn that some truly picturesque places can be visited closed at hand; these are the Blue Moun
tains, which can be reached by rail in four hours. They are one of the greatest attractions of the 
Australian colony of New South Wales and are considered locally to be the equal of a new 
Switzerland or Pyrenees. They should not be compared to these superb European mountains, 
but they are possessed of some true geological marvels, which can be counted among the most 
celebrated in the whole world. 

These are the Jenolan Caves, stalactite-filled grottos discovered by Mr. James Whalan in 1841, 
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during a pursuit with his mounted police to take Ewan (sic), the famous bushranger who was 
terrorising the countryside. The caves remained almost unknown to the public 1868, the time 
when the government of New South Wales placed the Blue Mountains in public domain. Mr. 
Jeremiah Wilson, a geologist already known by his remarkable work, was placed in charge of 
preparing the caves and was appointed caretaker. 

The limestones which make up the mountains of this area are rich in fossil shells. They also 
contain some gold, silver and lead. 

The caves and the Blue Mountains soon arouse curiosity; their reputation grows day by day, 
All the picturesque places, close to which there are comfortable hotels, are now travelled 
over in summer by Australian tourists.They come to pick flowers and gather the magnificent 
ferns which abound at the bottoms of narrow gorges. Families spend whole days in these 
places, worthy abodes of the fairies, and gather to have pleasant picnics. To meet their needs, 
they even find the most beautiful spots near pretty waterfalls, some chairs and tables, even a 
rough fireplace put in the right spot in the rocks by official Blue Mountains men, who go look
ing for dead wood in the forest, making the few wild kangaroos bound away before them. 
These graciol!s animals are respected in this area, where strict laws protect them. The most 
renowned countryside -of the Blue Mountains is near Blackheath; the great fall of Govett's Leap 
which, falling over a sheer wall of almost 160 metres, loses i1's~lf in a pretty valley enclosed by 
beautiful vertical crags, the magnificent Wentworth Falls forming different stages, those of 
Katoomba and finally the neighbourhood of Mt. Victoria, can be counted among the most 
interesting points of this attractive area. The highest' points of the Blue Mountains are about 
1200 metres above sea leve!; they m'lke-up a sort of plateau with a monotonous outlook. 
Surrounded on all sides by precipices and high walls, they seem to spring up from the depths 
of tfle narrow valleys or deep gorges, a glimpse of which is very rewarding. The stony masses 
of the heights, always formed of layers of sandstone, as at Mt. Victoria for example, are covered 
by poorly developed eucalypts with few leaves, whereas the bottoms of ravines are hidden 
beneath luxuriant vegetation of tree ferns and lofty trees the roots of wh ich, watered by cool 
streams, disappear beneath the moss. 

Jenolan Caves are found not far from the modern little town of Katoomba, at an altitude of 
1018 metres, 66 miles from Sydney, the parts so far explored beneath the mountain vary 
between about 182 and 365 metres in an almost horizontal direction. In depth they go down 
close to 280 metres. I n the undergrown grottos the temperature never varies despite the seasons 
of the year; it never goes below 100 C., nor above 180 C. The grottos of Lucas Cave 
alone, discovered in 1860, are a little warmer as a resu It of the absence of air currents and 
perhaps also on account of the influence of a small undergrown stream found there. As well, 
it possesses an interesting stalagmite more than nine metres in circumference. One of its rooms 
is nearly 50 metres high (the Cathedral). The most curious of all these caves are those which can 
be viewed in daylight. There are two of these, which are truly of remarkable beauty. The first, 
the Grand Arch, the floor of which is 745 metres above sea level, is a kind of huge tunnel 
through which runs a pretty stream named Camp Creek. In former times, before the hotel was 
built, travellers stopped in this cave to pass the night. They found shelter there. 

t .. to be Continued .. .I 
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NEXT MEETING: WILL BE HELD IN THE BALLROOM - CAVES HOUSE, 


ON SATURDAY, 13th NOVEMBER, 1982 AT 8.30 p.m. 


COMMITTEE MEETING AT 4.00 p.m. 

Check at Guides Office for location of Meeting. 


ALADDIN CAVE TRIP 

Once again the Senior Guide has given his permission for our members to join a conducted 
caving trip to this interesting ex-tourist cave - it has not been on the roster of "Show Caves" 

for some 30 years. 


The Trip is open to financial members of the Society both Ladies and Gentlemen of minimum 

age - 18 years - and reasonably active physical fitness. Each will require a torch and old 
cloths as dress for the event. 

Limit 20 persons - meeting at 1.30 p.m. beside the Post Office opposite the Guides Offi<;:e. 

SATURDAY, 13th NOVEMBER, 1982 

Ring for Reservations PETER CULLEY - Guides Office (063) - 5538 

BILL BUCKLEY - (02) 76-9287 

COMING EVENT77 

If YOU and YOUR friends want it - another COLONIAL DANCE on the SATURDA Y night 
of 12th FEBRUARY, 1983. Please let us know if you and yours will be coming or not 
it's very important that the Committee knows "if and how many". 

Offset Printed by - CRAIG COPYING COMPANY, 51 Morotai Rd., Revesby Hts. N.S.W. - Phone: 77-5032 
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1\' 	 The Aladdin Cave Trip, 13 November, 1982, set aside for Historical Society 
Members only, had the poor response of only 3 participants. 

1\' 	 Our Membership has dropped to 107 members! C"an each of as do something 
to try to slow down the decline in members? 

1\' 	 Member, B. Milne, is to be promoting interest in the Society when he dis
plays electrical items of historical value along with an information~sheet at 
various Bottle Shows. 

1\' 	 At the November General Meeting consideration was given to the list of 
objectives printed in the last Newsletter. It was decided that Objective 2 be 
put into effect with close liaison with local authorities. The motion was 
carried that the Society should contact Uthgow Technical College and/or 
Wallerawang Power Station to investigate the feasibility of restoring the 
Leefel Wheel. 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

1\' 	 New Year's Eve: The November meeting was informed of the proposal for a 
New Year's Eve Mardi Gras to be organised by the Jenolan Community. The 
Organisations at Jenolan, i.e. Bushfire Brigade, P & C, Staff Club and 
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JCH&PS, are to finance the proposal and then receive the financial benefit of 
the event. While there is to be a band for older persons there is also to be 
provision for the children. There will also be a BBO. 

'* 	 There is to be an Historical Society BBO in February between the Com
mittee Meeting and the evening AGM. Those Members being accommodated 
in Caves House should be able to arrange that Dinner for the evening not be 
included in their tariff. 

'* 	 The response to the Colonial Dance referred to in the last Newsletter 
NONE. This Dance is to be held after the November, 1983 meeting instead. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: 

I have very little to report on~ One thing which I think is important and that is I 
have noticed over the last 3 to 5 years that the society has been going "slowly 
downhill" - To me there does not appear to be the same enthusiasm that there 
was before - 7 to 8 years ago. I don't know if it IS lack of communication or a 
loss of interest. We have 107 members but on Iy a very small number were at the 
Annual General Meeting - in fact just enough present to elect the new com
mittee. 

No one wanted the dreaded position of President. The only reason I took it on 
was to enable us to continue and try to keep the "show on the road". 

So I want your suggestions for-the future - how can we rejuvenate the Society? 

PETER CULLEY, c/· P.O. Jenolan Caves, 2790. 
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EDITORIAL: 

While leading the la~t Aladdin Cave trip (with only 3 members of our Society) it 
seemed to me that our reasons for meeting at the Caves had lost its impact. Our 
members apparently don't want to travel that far for a meeting and one Cave trip; 
which after all is not everyone's idea of a Saturday afternoon's entertainment. So 
maybe we should consider a meeting in Sydney where the bulk of membership 
resides and talk about Jenolan - discuss its past as an Historical Society and help 
plan its future as interested members of the preservation segment of the same 
society. 

Then come November, (the warmer time for meeting at Jenolan) we could have a 
concentrated weekend of activities such as another caving trip and a bush ,wal k 
on the Saturday afternoon (2 separate activities at the same time) a dance in 
the evening - another walk to a different place on the Sunday morning after 
breakfast as has been done before - then the cost of the weekendcou Id be 
money well spent and the time at Jenolan a memorable occasion. let me know 
your thoughts before or during the next meeting on 12th February, 1983, the 
Annual General Meeting. 

KEN BUCKLEY) 
Co-editors 

Bill BUCKLEY) 

MY FIRST VISIT 

The first time I went to Jenolan was in 1915, when I was 15 or 16. I went up with 
my mother and father for the day. The first thing my father did when we got 
there was to go straight into the billiard room, which was then through a door 
just to the right of the vestibule, where the lounge bar is now. 

I remember that time going through the left Imperial Cave, which is now the 
Chifley Cave, and I remember seeing the Indian Blanket, that vivid little shawl on 
the right hand side as you go down the steps. That has always stuck in my mind. 

W.H.
Who is w,H.? 



Page 4 JCH&PS NEWSLETTER Feb., 1983 

THE START OF REGULAR VISITS 

started to go to Jenolan regularly in 1932. I went up in January 1932 by the 
Caves Express. It left Sydney at 10·22; generally first stop was Springwood but 
sometimes it was first stop Katoomba. When we got to Mount Victoria we had 
lunch and then we got into a big Leyland bus with solid rubber tyres. 

The driver's name was Les Wilson, and I believe he used to live at Hampden. 
When he stood up at the front of the bus he was on a· kind of raised plat.form. 
There was a .Iot of vibration in that bus, and I remember that it had a very long 
lever for the hand brake. We left Mount Victoria at two o'clock, stopped at 
Hampden for a few minutes and got to Jenolan at four o'clock. 

W.H. 

**** 
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EDITORIAL 

At a meeting last year, we agreed upon 10 objectives that the society should try to achieve. A 
motion was also passed that these 10 objectives be read out at every Annual General Meeting 
and a report be made on the progress obtained on each of these objectives. 

At the last AnnUal General Meeting the objectives were not even read out, let alone reported 
on. 

So is it with our society, that when it's all said and done, 90% is said and 10% done? 

KEN BUCKLEY (Editor) 

*** 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1983 

The meeting was held on 12th February, 1983 in the Ballroom, Jenolan Caves House. There 
were approximately 35 members present. The following reports were offered to the meeting. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: The President's Report consisted of the reading of letters from con· 
cerned members. The letters were in response to the President's request in the last newsletter. 
We thank the following persons: Miss J. Cullen, Mr. G. Dalley, Mr. G. Molesworth, Mr. S. 
Hutchinson, Mr. Le Broque for the concern they showed by taking the time and trouble to 
write. 

One of the letters suggested that the minimum age limit for the Aladin Cave trip be lowered to 
accommodate more young p,eople. This, the meeting agreed to, and further trips will allow 
children over 10 years to participate. 

"----.-'..--'.------------~'---'---"'---'--'--'----------------------- .. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT: $2,500.00 Building Society Account 
$2,233.31 Bank Account 
$ 350.00 Map Sales 
$ 94.00 Membership 
$ 728.68 Stock on Hand 

The Mardi Gras returned us a profit of $84.64. The books were at the Auditors and 
consquently no official Balance Sheet was available. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: The Membership Secretary reported our membership is now to 114 
Members including 2 Life Members. 

We welcome to the Society: 
Mr. & Mrs. D. L. Short and Family Mr. G. Dawes 
Mr. N. Jones Mr. K. Wallace 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Stenhouse Miss D. Collins·Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Darcy Miss M. Sinclair 
Miss C. Wheel 

And hope they can benefit from the Society, 

Mr, E. Holland reported to the meeting the results of his enquiries with It 'I<l'd to the Leffel 
Wheel Restoration. He approached Wallerawang Power Station and was Informed by tIle 
Apprentice Master that it would be a suitable project for the apprentices. However, It would 
require an allocation of money from the appropriate Government Department. We hope a 
decision will be made in the near future. 

The following is an Extract from page 37 of "Romance of Jenolan" by Ward L. Havard, Read 
before the Royal Australian Historical Society, November 28, 1933, 

In 1884, arrangements were made with Cracknell for installing electric light in parts of the 
caves, so that objects might be seen to greater advantage and the formations preserved from 
discolouration by smoke from candles then in use. The lighting of the I mperial Cave was 
finished in January, 1887. A six horse-power vertical steam engine in the Grand Arch drove the 
"electric-dynamo-machine" capable of lighting twenty-five incandescent lamps arranged in 
circuits of that number. When the question of extension arose, the existing power being 
inadequate, a Leffel (turbine) wheel capable of working to fifteen horse-power was erected in 
1889~1890 at the foot of the first waterfall below the Grand Arch. Water was delivered to the 
wheel through six hundred and seventy feet of wrought iron piping from a small dam near the 
present bridge. The wheel ran a new one hundred·light Crompton dynamo, to which it was 
connected direct by belting. The Imperial Cave lights were then steadier and more brilliant that 
they had been with the steam engine. 
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In 1893, in order to light the Lucas Cave with electricity, a new dynamo and six arc lamps and 
fittings were procured from the Western Electric Company. Chicago. The Leffel wheel was 
removed to a position from which it could operate both dynamos. The work of lighting the 
Lucas Cave was finished in June-July, 1894. The arc lamps were suspended in the principal 
chambers, and there were about seventy passage lamps. After running successfully for over 
thirteen years, the Leffel wheel was still in use, after repairs, in 1904. 

*** 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The new officers for 1983·84 are as follows: 

President: David Hearne Research Officer: S. McLean 
Vice Presidents: Bill Buckley Ass. Research Officer: S. Evans 

Maureen Sullivan Committee: K. Buckley 
Secretary: Cathrine Sullivan P. McGuire 
Ass. Secretary: Michael Chilcott p. Cully 
Treasurer: Steven Moore S. O'Gorman 
M/Ship SecretalY: Anne Hearne J. Pemble 
Curators: Keith Oliver G. Plumber 

Steven Opper J. Oliver 
Patron: H. Coates Department Rep. G. Dube 

Caves House Manager 
Trustees: V. Onarato, W. Heiron, J. Pemble 

The only office vacant is that of Assistant Treasurer. At the· completion of the election of 
officers, Mr. Dube expressed the view that our meetings should be more informal. Also th'at we 
should endeavour to arrange for a guest speaker, slides or a film to maintain membership 
interest. 

*** 

The barbeque that was held on 12/2/83 between the committee meeting and the Annual 
General Meeting was a great success. 14 F amBies (50 people) attended, the cooking was done 
by Ern Holland and the salad preparation by Enid Ritchie, thanks to you both. 

*** 

The raffle for the cassette box was won by Mr. S. O'Gorman, a member of our society. The 
cassette box was hand made by Mr. W. Heiron who kindly donated it. The raffle raised $59,00 
for the society, 
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Mr. G. Dube then addressed the meeting. He offered the following suggestions, which he hopes 
to implement. The naming of the floors and sections of Caves House after people prominent in 
the history of the Caves. The use of Caves House for the display of photographs of Jenolan's 
history. With regard to the 1988 Bicentenary, he hopes that the Nettle and Arch Redevelop· 
ment will be completed. Also he mentioned the possibility of a steam engine hauled rail tour as 
part of the celebrations. 

*** 
It was moved, seconded and carried lJy the meeting that a cage be installed in the Post Office 
Museum. This will enable the museum to be opened so that the public can view the exhibits 
which in turn will be protected by the "cage" even if the building is unattended. It has been 
realised that it is virtually impossible to man the Museum on a regular basis. 

*** 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

Monday, 11 th April Social Night in Sydney. 
Saturday, 28th May General Meeting - Jenolan Caves. 
Saturday, 13th August General Meeting - Jenolan Caves. 
Saturday, 12th November Colonial Dance Jenolan Caves. 
Saturday, 11th February, 1984 General Meeting - Jenolan Caves. 

MONDAY, 11th APRIL - SOCIAL NIGHT IN SYDNEY 

This night of entertainment is to be held in the Masonic Hall, 44 Beresford Road, Strathfield. 
We aim to start at 7.45 p.m. We will be showing the Audio-Visual Programme. This was 
prepared by the Department of Tourism from slides loaned by members of our Society. It was 
prepared in 1979 as part of the celebrations to mark the discovery of the Imperial Cave 100 
years earlier. 

We will also have on display artifacts from the Society's Museum Collection, most of which 
have never been on display before. 

We also hope to show the Ralph Symond's film. this film was made between 1949·1950. The 
film is very interesting historically. as it gives us an insight into what a visit to the caves was like 
in that period. Ralph Symonds spared nothing in the making of this film, it is in 16 mm. colour 
and. he had to provide his own lighting generator to be able to film within the caves. 

We hope to see you, your family and any interested friends you may wish to invite. The only 
thing I ask you to do, is to telephone me, Ken Buckley (02) 76-9287, and advise me of the 
number of people attending, as we will be providing supper. 
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12th NOVEMBER, 1983 - COLONIAL DANCE 

The Society will be holding a weekend of entertainment culminating in a Colonial Dance. 
The Itinerary for the weekend is as follows: 

12/11/83 

Also 

Saturday Afternoon - Caving Trip to Aladdin Cave. Limited to financial members. 
10 years and older. Maximum number in the party is 15. 
A Historic bushwalk to Mammoth Flat. This is a separate activity apart from the 
caving trip. This is open to anyone who wants to participate. 

Saturday Evening 
letter. 

- The Colonial Dance: Further details to follow in next news· 

13/11/83 	 Sunday Morning - Bushwalk down the historically important Six Foot track.. We 
will be walking the last 2 miles only. 

Notes on the "Six Foot" - The bridle track from Katoomba to the caves is the shortest and by 
far the wildest and most picturesque. It was defined by Mr. W. M. Cooper over a period of 10 
days during March April 1884, offering employment to some 75 men who worked on it 
during a time of economic recession. It cost over 2000 pounds ($4,000.00) but it was (and still 
is) only fit for horses or walking. 

*** 

CAVES INSPECTIONS 

The postmistress used to sell the cave tickets. I think she got free accommodation for doing 
that; for running the post office she was paid by the PMG. She had a little ticket window in the 
post office where she would sell the tickets an hour before the inspections. Her name was Miss 
Welsh. 

The inspections used to go in at 10 o'clock and 2 o'clock. Outside the ticket office they used to 
have a sign like a railway station sign. The cave r:ames were written on enamelled sheets beside 
the guide's number. Each guide had his own number but Mr. Bradley had a star, so he was 
known as the 'Star Guide'. If you liked a particular guide you would watch out for the cave he 
was taking. 

People used to say "Don't go in with number two, he's awful". And he knew it. "Look", he 
said to me, "if they're interested, I am. If they're not interested I'll get them out as quick as 
they like". The trouble was that you could get a couple of people who were interested in 
geology and would want to know all about the strata and so on. The other people would say 
"What have they slipped him? What have. they given him?". But number two was all right; 
I went in with him a few times. It's like everything else; the publiC are hard to please. 

http:4,000.00
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The visitors would all assemble down in the Grand Arch at 10 o'clock or 2 o'clock. But later 
they started to leave one guide outside in the mornings, to pick up stragglers. People would 
arrive at half past ten arid would not wait till the afternoon to see the caves. 

The porters at the house were casual guides. I remember one of them, Arthur Perkins, who was 
there for thirty years and died a wealthy man with property in Woliongong. I often saw Arthur 
running down from the house with his uniform on, to take a special inspection. In those days if 
you had a party of four or five, and were prepared to pay an extra pound, they would put a 
special guide on. 

W.H. 

*** 
WHAT IS THE SHAMBLES? 

At Jenolan Caves, it refers to a section of the Left Imperial Cave (New Chifley Cave) which 
for many years was part of the general inspection. It was originally shown by candle light. 

It is again being shown by candle light! 

Next time you are at the caves look for it on the programme or. make em",:, Ie, "bout it at the 
ticket office. It's quite an experience - an inspection with a difference! 

*** 
To increase your interest and involvement with the Newsletter and Jenolan, we are starting a 
question and answer service. You can write to the editor with your question - it will be 
answered by one of our panel - if it is of personal interest only, it wil.1 be answered by mail 
however, if it is of sufficient general interest it will also be included with the answer, in the 
next Newsletter 

Write to: K. Buckley, 4 Boden Avenue, Strathfield. N.S.W. 2135. 

QUESTION: How did the "Shambles" get such a name? 

ANSWER: Next Newsletter. 
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EDITORIAL: 

Let's make our Colonial Dance - Activities Weekend - a Back to Jenolan Weekend for those 
not so regular attenders. You will find that Jenolan has more to offer than just cavesl 

I 
4 •••• KEN BUCKLEY (Editor) 

, 

r GENERAL MEETING: 

The meeting was held on 28th May 1983 in the Television Room of Jenolan Caves House .. 
There were 16 people present. The following reports were offered to the meeting: 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: 

The President reported that the restoration of the Leffel Wheel would not be done by the 
appr~ntices of Wallerawi!ng Power Station. rC.an you help l{S with. any sPcgestions? Ed.) He also 
.passed around·~a portfolio of black and white drawings. These drawings were of Jenolan and 
were presented ,fo the Society by the artist, Mrs. Short. -' . 

The Cur~torslreported that as the original catalogue of the Socie~ies b~longing~ has be,en mis
placed they have started the process again. 

or ' "',/ w" 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: 


The Society now has a.membership of 120. 


We welcome -Mrs. F. L. ,Horne, Mrs. J. Pucci and sons, Mr .. Iin. Girling and Mr. R.P. Stubbs 

and 'hope they, and the Society, benefit from their Membership: . 

.. - ~'-,~I .• 
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, The following matters were also discussed: 

• 	 The social night held in Sydney on April 11, 1983 was a great success. The 36 people who 
attended were shown a tape and slide presentation, a display of artifacts from the Society's 
Museum Collection and a delightful supper. Thanks are extended to all involved. 

• 	 The price of the Trickett,Historical Map was raised-from 30 cents to 50 cents, as this was 
felt to be a truer reflection of their worth, although they're still a bargain buy. 

• 	 Members endorsed a move by Steve Opper, to have a plaque placed at the entrance to a 
high level area of Barralong Cave, the plaque would serve to inform cavers of the fragility 
of the cave past the plaque. It would also explain that a photographic record of the area 

,had be,en made and of the necessity not to proceed into this area, if this section of the 
cave were to be properly conserved(Conserved for what? Ed.) . 

The next meeting of the Society will be on August 15th, 1983. This is a Monday evening 
with a change of venue. The venue will be the'Masonic Hall, 44 Beresford Road, Strathfield. 
The meeting starts at 8.00 p.m. (A plate of goodies for supper would be appreciated. Ed.) 

Assistant Secretary, M.Chilcott - 89 Kingston Street, Haberfield, N.S.W. 2045 - 798-3742 
would appreciate receiving notice of any items members would like to raise at the August 
meeting. 

NETTLE AND ARCH CAVES 

LOCATJON AND HISTORY: 

The Nettle and Arch Caves are located in the upper, southern region of the Devil's Coachhouse,
an old wooden ladder which connects the two caves is clearly visible to visitors walking through 
the Coach house. Both caves are very near to the Imperial and Chifley Caves and the latter has a 
direct connection with the Nettle Cave through the Sculptor's Studio and Architect's Studio. 
Entrance i,s presently gained to the Nettle and Arch Caves I;)y desc~ndin!.i anew stairway 
through Carlotta's Arch into the Arch Cave, although the original visitors' entral1ce was into the 
Nettle Cilve via a set of stairs, which ascended from the eastern side of the Grand Arch. ' 

The early history of the cavE'S is poorly documented although it is probable that Charles Whalan 
discovered the caves in the early 1840's. The Nettle and Arch Caves were both tourist caves 
until 1932, and between the time of their discovery and Closure considerable damage was 
inflicted on them by visitors. Little use has'been made of the caves since'1932. 

RECENT PROPOSALS: 

For several years now it has been mooted that the-Nettle and Arch Caves would be re-ojJened 
for public inspection. The first step in thIs direction was the construction of a new public 
access path from the Carlott'ais Arch lookdawn. The type of tour to be developed within the 
caves has not been finalized, although' discussion has centred on the possibility of a self guided 
tour, similar to those developed in other cave systems. 
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To date little work has been carried out within the Nettle and Arch Caves, so that the form of 
development is still in the planning stages. Some work has been completed. A topographic 
'survey of the caves has been carried out by Keith Oliver and Alex Opper and the geological 
'resources' of the cave thereby defined. However no survey hc!s been conducted of other re
sources within the cave. 

During an incidental inspection of the caves in 1982 it was observed that the Nettle and Arch 
Caves would present to the cave visitor a wealth of material which reflected both the social and 
to a greater extent, the biological history !Jf the caves. 

The social attitudes of a past generation of visitors to the caves are reflected in a curious way in 
the damage present in the cave, e.g. the destruction of ' cave decoration and signatures on the 
caves' walls, and highlight the marked change in social consciousness over the past one hundred 
and fifty years. 

Throughout the Nettle arid Arch Caves the visitor also encounters signs of past faunal occupa
tion which also tell a story. In February 1983, a survey was conducted to record the extent of 
the biological resources which included bone deposits, large areas of floor space covered with 
bat guano and signs of owl feeding. The aim of 'this survey wa~ to inventory the biological re
sources within the cave so that these might be taken into account in the development of the 
caves. 

The results Of the survey will be reported in detail at a later meeting of the Society . 

QUESTION AND ANSWERS: 

TH E ANSWE RS 

The question posed in- the last Newsletter was "How did the 'Shambles' get such a name?" 

The word 'Shambles' means - a slaughter-house; also a meat market. In the city of York in 
England is a narro'tV street containing numerous butcher shops and the section of the Chifley 
Cave was apparently named after the narrow street in York - OR - as an alternative meaning, 
a place of great destruction and disorder. We would suggest the first explanation is the most 
likely as most of the visitors and cave guide Is) would be migrants from the U.K. or first genera
tion Australians of United Kingdom parents. 

Our par inviting questions on Jenolan Caves and the history of the area brought a very quick 
response from a member who asked three questions which we have investigated by reading old 
papers and by asking the senior staff at the Caves for help. 

(1) "What is the history of the 'Grecian Bend' and how did it get its name?" 

It is a small cave branching off to the right of the pathway of the Imperial Cave about 15 
metres before the Bone Display at the sink-hole. It is a short passage leading down some steps 
and then a steeply graded dirt path about 10 metres long to a single small chamber, sparsely 
decorated in the higher section (maybe 4 metres to the roof) but with a nice pool deposit on 
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the left side of the floor. It would have been shown in earlier times when parties were much 
smaller: in ·number ...,.. it can only accommodate 10-15 persons at one time. 

The name to quote a very large dictionary - "Grecian Bend 1 an affected posture fashion
able among women of the 19th Century - in which the body inclined forward from the hips" 
,,2 - A bustle." In the chamber there is a pillar with a bulge on one side - undoubtedly the 
cave was named after this formation which does look like the torso of a woman wearing a 
bustle. 

(2) "What is known of the 'Lily of the Valley'?" 

It's a small low passage - dirt floor leading ahead when the Jubilee Cave pathway starts up the 
flight of steps to the right towards Cooks Cavern. The 'Lily of the Valley' section has never 
been developed to any extend - no lights - no hand rails or protective wiring have been 
installed. It would have been a very limited party inspecting a rather dull passageway, probably 
name<;t after a small cluster of white helectites which could be liken.ed to the small flower 
known 'l.s the Lily of the Valley. 

(3) "How did 'Wray's Fernery' get its name and where has "it gone?" 

Despite many hours of research and questioning your reporters can find no reference to a 
'Wray's Fernery'. However there is a small beautifully Clecorated little crystal formation known 
as 'The Fernery', just past the 'duck under' of the Jubilee Left Branch at the beginning of the 
ascent to the Alabaster Hall. . 

Thanks to N.M. for those interesting questions. We will do all that is possible to answer ques
tions put by our members. 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 


AUGUST 15TH -- GENERAL MEETING IN SYDNEY 


SEPT. 24TH - COLO"'lIAL DANCE - JENOLAN CAVES 


COLONIAL DANCE - ACTIVITIES WEEKEND: 

Please note the date of the Colonial Dance has been changed from 12th November to tile 24th 
September. The change' of date is for the 

v 
following reasons: Better climate at Jenolan at this 

time of the year, more suitable for our bushwalks' and dancing. And not being $0 close to 
Christmas makes it more convenient for most people. 

Please change or arrange your bookings soon, we have a block booking of 20 rooms in Caves 
House until 31st July, 1983. 

http:liken.ed


• • • • 

_- ••~_____~·~'--·--_'--"""'__"""--""''''''''i'''''__''''''''''''''''''''"''~___" .....,.,."W............,,-......-.,........._,,""""..................."'..........404.,'"'.-"*....._-_..........'"--~ 


August, 1983 _JCH&PS NEWSLETTER 	 Page 5 

The Itinerary for the weekend is as follows: 

'24/9/83 	 Saturday Afternoon -,Caving Trip to Aladdin Cave. Limited to financial members. 
10 years and older. Maximurn number in the party is 15. 

Also 	 A Historic bushwalk to Mammoth Flat. This is a separate activity apart from the 
caving trip. 'fhisis open to anyone who wants to participate. 

Saturday Evening - The Colonial Dance 

25/9/83 	 Sunday Morning - Bushwalk down the historically important Six Foot track. We 
will be walking ,the last 2 miles only. 

''"" • •. 1! t' " 

To book for the Aladdin Cave Inspect}on, ring the ~yckley's (02) 76·9287. 
~ 

Requirements: Average physical fitness, a torch (electric), wearing old clothes and a readiness 
to get mud on oneself. '. . 

d' 

The Dance will start at 8.00 p.m. and is to be held in the Ballroom of Caves House. The band 
is 'The Eight Mile Swamp Creek Bush Band'. The cost of the dance is $6.00 per family or $4.00 
per person, supper is included. 

Dress: The period dress of the time (1860·1890) is. favoured ..,- however come in costume or out 
of it! . 

"CAVES INSPECTION" (Cont'd from last Newsletter) 

SOME OLD'FASHIONED SERVICE 

When we got out of the bus two porters would run out and take.our luggage into the vestibule. 
You would go up to the reception desk which was where the lift is now - the old lift used to 
face the stairway. You would be given a card with your room number - there were no keys in 
those days. The porter would pick up your bags, get in the lift with you, tell you the inspection 
times and times for meals, and put your bags in the room. 

At night time, when you were having your dinner, the housemaid would corne back on duty. 
She would take the quilt off the bed, fold the bedclothes back. and if your night clothes were 
handy she would put them out for you. Then when .you went to bed you would put your 
shoes outside the door and they were cleaned for you. 

In those days, there was a rnan on dutY all night. At the ~op of ever.y stairway there was a 
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phone, so that if there was any emergency you could call down to the night porters. That night 
porter also used to clean the ~allroom and the lounge and other places. 

When you were going the porters would be given a list of the people who were leaving on the 
bus. He would get the bags and.take them down. You would leave at about four o'clock, or half 
past, have afternoon tea on Mount Victoria railway station and get back to Sydney at about 
nine or ten o'clock. 

MR. FIRBANK 

When a guide was listed for a cave but nobody had brought tickets he would have to go and do 
other work; this was called having a 'skinner'. Often, when I was in the Grand Arch I would 
meet a guide who had a skinner. Mr. Firbank, who was number one, asked me one day if I 
would like to go for a walk with him. I said "Yes, where are you going'?" He said "I'm going 
to the Lucas: I've got to pick up some rubbish." So I went with him, the back way; we could 
not go the front way because there was a party in there. . 

BERT BECKMANN 

The same thing happened with Bert Beckmann. He met me and asked me what I was doing. 
He said "Come for a walk'?" So I went into the Temple of Baal with him. 

The guides could tell you more, with only you there, than they could with a party. We used to 
sit down and have a talk, to fill in the time. On the day I went in with Bert we were looking 
up at the formation called Baal and I said to Bert "who puts the light up there when it goes 
off,?" He said "I do". He used to climb up a set of spikes in the wall and there was nothing else 
to hang on to. I asked him if he didn't get nervous. "No", he said, "but when your foot starts 
to slip a bit your tummy goes all over", 

In those days they had naked switches for the lights in the caves. Some guides would use a bit 
of rubber to move the switches, some would use their hats, others would use their handker
chiefs, but Bert didn't use anything. I watched him and the sparks would go flying. "Don't you 
get a shock?" I asked. "No", he said, "watch; my hands are dry", 

Bert lived on his own in one of those little huts on the side of the hill above the boiler house, 
One day he invited me to'.go up and have a look at the wireless set that he had made himself. 
He turned it on and it gave a beautiful sound. It was loud and it could also get Western Aus
tralia - in those days that was some feat. But it had no cover; it just lay flat on a piece of 
packing ~ase. I asked him why he didn't make a cabinet for it. "Got no wood." So I told him 
that I would send some up to him. I got the timber that I thought he would n~ed and arranged 
with the people in the tourist bureau to have it sent up to him. The next time I was there Bert 
thanked me and said "1 want you to have a look in the tail of my shirt", This puzzled me so I 
went up to his hut and saw that he had made a lovely cabinet. And there, where they used to 
put a piece of silk over the speaker, was the tail of Bert's shirt, washed and ironed. 
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Bert was guide numbe[ five and I think that he was ihe most versatile man ihey ever had. There 
'was nothing went wrong in Jenolan that he didn't. fix, If the possums were'electrocuted he 
would be up there to get ~hem down, If anything went wrong in the kitchen it was "get Berti" 

When the punt used to sink in the 'River Cave, Bert used to dive down, with no clothes on and 
put the chain un<;lerneath. He said it was too cold to have a costume on. Ohe day he was diving 
to put the chain under when he heard the footsteps of a party coming through with a number 
two guide, Archie Taite. Archie was always up to some devilment and this tUne he had a party 
of girls, There was no place where Sert could gei'<:lut and hide because there was just the path 
in and the path out. So all he could do was swim under the little bridge. He told me that he 
got hold of the bridge with his hands 'fmd threw his 'body up under it. Bert was shivering like 
one thing 'and in comes Archie with the girls: He saw Bert there and stood the girls right over 
him. "Look girls,. it's (so many) feet deep and it's',flowing slowly .. :" He kept on talking. The 
manager and the engineer were there, so finally the manager -said "Come on there, move on 
please, move on", That story was talC! to me by'both parti~s, 

THE WISHING POOL 

In the Right Imperial' Cave tnere was a wishing pool down at the underground river, People 
used to throw money in there and the guides -used to 'have to go in and get it out, I asked 
Mr, BradleY if I could go and help and he said yes, I used to run back to the guides' office and 
get anything they wanted, While I was there one time a party came through but when the 
guide said "come on, let's go out" one of the fellows stayed back. The guide asked'him to go 
up and the chap pointed ~t me and said "if he can stop here, why can't I?" But the guide 
sCiid, "he's one of us". 

To get the money out we would put planks across the water, We would lean across the planks 
and use tins with holes in them to scoop the money out onto the plank. The water was so cold 
that you might be able to pick up a two bob in your hand, but you couldn't manage a sixpence 
or a threepence because your fingers were too numb. One day the guide I was helping took off 
and went into the water to get the money we couldn't reach.He was in there about two minutes 
arid when he came out he had to run up and down the stairs getting the circulation back. We 
got two buckets of money out that day. 

One day the guide was telling the party down there how the money went to the hospitals in 
Bathurst, Lithgow and Katoomba when one chap asked if people's wishes came true. A little 
voice said "mine did". The guide asked "if it's not too personal, madam, what was your wish?" 
She said "I'm on my honeymoon now." 

RADIO 2GB's TOURS TO JENOLAN 

In the 1930's, about once a year, 2GB used to have a tour to Jenolan. This would be announced 
over the air, and people could contact the station to join in. They would go up on Friday and 
stay till Monday. With them would go the radio personalities, 'Uncle George', 'Uncle Frank', . . 
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Wally Baines .from ,the Tourist Bureau (a comedian who used to be on the radio), 'Bimbo', Mr. 
Steltzer and 'Auntie Val' who used to run the Bluebirds' L~ague over the radio. 

It was .generally in May when they went, and we were up there at the same time on a couple of 
occasions. On Mother's Day Uncle Frank would go round the breakfast tables and give each 
mother, whether she was in his party or not, a Mother's Day poem. 

On Saturday night we would have a first class concert. They had a couple of New Zealanders, 
Reg Morgan and Albert Russell, a good pianist and a good ~inger. 

. 	Uncle F.rank used to -have a radio Sunday school. When he was uP tHere on Sundays he would 
conduct the Sunday school from the Cathedral Cave. This time he had Reg Morgan and Albert 
Russell. They took a collapsible organ in; it would fold up just like a portmanteau so it could 
be carried. They also had I;ileen Boyd, the famous singer. The LithgoW Brass Banp were there 
and they played 'Nearer my God to Thee'; that was beautiful. One of the New Zealanders (I 
forget which) sang 'The Stranger of Galilee'. 

Bert Beckmann told me that he took his wireless into the Temple of Baal and picked up the 
broadcast in there. So it went all the way by landline from the Ca1hedral Cave down to Home
bush and back over the air to the Temple of Baal. 

On Monday morning, before they left, the party would go up McKeown's Creek to the area 
where the wallaby enclosure is now. There they would have sports, .races for the children, 
skipping for .thegirls; and they would,give souvenir presents to the winners. 

W.H. 
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EDITORIAL: 

This news letter is our only communication with some members. So let's make it worthwhile 
send us your .ideas, impressions, comments, a~ticles, memoirs:"'" anything of intere~t fqr th~ 
good our our society. 

KEN BUCKLEY (Editor) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: , 

November 12th, 1983 GENERAL 'MEETING. Jenotan Caves - Cathedral Chamber, Lucas Cave. 

February 18th, 1984 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. Please Note: That this is a change 
frol11. February, 11th. The change is due to the fact that Caves House has been ful!ybooked by 
another group ~m ~hat we.ekend. 

PLANS FOR MEETING IN CATHEDRAL CHAMBER: 

Meet ih Foyer 6f Caves House at 8.00 p.m., bring with you a s,mall portable seat so you will 
be comfortable during the meeting. • 

It has been arranged that Ron Newbould will give a talk on some of the history of the Lucas 
Cave. .. 

MAl LING, ADDR ESS: 

THE EDITOR, J.C.H.A·.P.S. NEWSLET:rER 


4 BODEN AVENUE, STRATHFIELD. N.S.W.2135 
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GENERAL MEETING: 
, ~ 

Report on Meeting held on Monday, 15th August, 1983. The meeting wa$held in Sydney for 
the first time. The President, David Hearn chaired the meet, and there were 21 Society 
Members present. 

• Colonial Dance - The Society was granted permission to hold the dance in the Ballroom 
of Caves House on 24th September. See reports els~vvhere in this newsletter. 

• Barrolong Plaque - Steve Opper reported that the Senior Guide, John Cully, had granted 
permission for the plaque to be plac~d in the high level area of Barrolong' Cave. (For further 
details see August Newsletter). ' 

• Curators' Report - The report w~s received from Steve Op~r VVho noted that during 
recent upgrading of the sewerage line at Jenolan, workers had discovered the original sewerage 
works. Steve said that this discovery was now being documented. 

• Membership Report - Membership of theSociety is now 123. The Society welcomes two 
new members, JACKIE KATZ and FRANK WHETTAM. 

Also please note some members art;! un-financial. If you are one of these, please rectify this 
situation quickly. 

• Memoirs of the Late Dr. Roy Kinghorn - These were tabled for inspection by the 
members present. They had been obtained by Mr. Heiron, for the Society. David Hearn noted 
that the material contained considerable information on the Flora and Fauna of the Caltes area. 

• The Old Bridge - Bill Buckley pointed out that the old bridge on the eastern side of the 
Grand Arch, built in 1896 was originally built for horse travel. However, he said that due to 
continual upgrading of the road into Jenolan, the bridge deck now had a cover of 50 cm of 
bitumen which altered its character considerably. David Hearn agreed to seek some indication 
of the ownership of the bridge and its current listing by the Heritage Commission with a It jew 
to halting the bridge restored to its original form. ' 

• Leffel Wheel -' Steve Opper agreed to investigate the possibility of installing a small 
information sign nearthe site of the Leffel Wheel. The sign would explain to Itisitors'of the site's 
significance and the role which it played in past years. 

• Further Meetings in Sydney - The meeting discussed the holding of J.C.H.A.P.S. 
meetings in,Sydney and agreed that one meeting each year should be held at a Sydney venue 
as that is where the majority of Society members reside. (What's your opinion on this? Ed.) 

The Meeting was closed at 9.50 p.m. 

VALE 
The Death occurred on 4/3/83 of Dr. J. R. Kinghorn J.P. F.Z.S., C.M.Z.S., F.A.N-Z.A.A.S., 
F .R.Z.S .• F .C.A.S., (California) Associate Mus. Comparatilte Zoology·Harltard, United States 
National Museum Washington, Philadelphia Nataturalists Society, Chicago Academy of 
Sciences, American :Museum Natural History N.Y. I 
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For Services to Jen()lan Caves was made Honorary Curator in January, 1962 by the N.S.W. 
Government. He was also a long s!anding member of J.C.H.A.P.S . 

ACTIVITIES WEEKEND, 24th SEPTEMBER, 1983 

Aladdin Cave Trip: The trip was filled to capacity by the scheduled starting time of 1.30 p.m. 
So after a brisk walk up McKewon's Valley. the ascent to the cave entrance was made. By the 
time the 15 members of the group had assembled at the cave entrance it came to my attention 
that I had been given the wrong key to the gate. So there was a 20 minute delay while 'I went 
back to the Guide Office to collect the correct key. And that was the only eventful part of 
the whole trip. All participants at the end of their' 2% hour journey had bruises and mud to 
show for the effort but all had a wonder-filled time. 

KEN BUCKLEY 
We would gladyly print their opinions or impressions. Ed. 

McKewon's'Valley Walk: As most members were either caving or resting (in preparation for the 
dance), this walk had only a few starters. But Bill Buckley assures me a good time was had by 
atL 

Ed. 

THE COLONIAL DANCE 

After a day well spent caving and bushwalking. it was time for a Bush Dance to the sound of 
the Eight Mi Ie Swamp Creek Bush Band. 

The day had been exceptionally good, weather wise, as this time of year at Jenolan, offers 
quite an assortment of both warm and coot days with the evenings still getting down to quite 
cold temperatures. 

The evenings dance was held in the B"lIro6m ofCaves House, the scene of many previous social 
gatherings over the years. ' 

The band had arrived early and set up their gear, well before any 'toe tapping couples, who were 
dining sumptously upstairs, crossed the dance floor. 

By 8.00 p.m. all was in readiness for the event and the sounds of Ribuck Shearer could be heara 
echoing around the I ittle valley. - , 

Slowly but surely, the dancers' started to arrive and the Ballroom took on the appearance of 
yesteryear with a number of people having worn period dress for the occasion. 

The Society's President, Daliid Hearn, sat patiently at tne door dressed in bush style selling 
tickets to those wishjng to enter and be part of the evenings sorfg and dance. 

By 8.45 p.m. the band had really warmed ,up and the Lagaphone's bottle tops and thumping 
bass were pouring out the beat of Colonial Australia. 

" As the last of the diners were coming down from upstairs, the first dance wc:i~ underway with 
the band leader calling the instructional steps to a Double Strip the Willow. 

• 
!
I 

i 
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Two rows of five couples centred themselves on the dance floor for this, the lagaphone poised, 
the tin whistle led with a rhythm that would have bought even the photos of Jenolan's pioneers, 
hanging on the walls around the dancers, to life. 

If you thought caving was physical, you should try a Double Strip the Willow for openers to an 
evening's dancing. 

At approximately 10.00 p.m., a supper of cQffee, tea and sandwiches were served to those 
req~iring ,sustenance after jigging around the floor for' over an hour . 

.;... 
This, tpgether with other beverages available from the bar, allowed us all to continue with as 
much vigour and enthusiasm as was ap~rent at the beginning of the dance. 

By about 11.00 p.m. approximately 40 people were participating in the track and field events 
to music, or so it felt like, with many having to sit numbers out to regain their breathing and 
cool down. 

Towards the end of the evening, many people were double checking their feet to make sure 
they still had all their toes and that blisters were not going to spoil the few dances remaining 
before midnight. 

Still eager to continue dancing and with no diminishing of numbers at the dance, the band 
made the last call for the evening, a Polka. 

When t.his got underway, it seemed as though there was no room left on the dance floor with 
everybody taking up the length and breadth of the Ballroom for the final fling. 

By 12.10 a.m .• it was time to go. Reluctantly. we packed up our things and left the Ballroom 
dance floor until. hopefully, next year. 

The band had been excellent and David Hearn thanked them for providing us with an evening 
of music and song, bush style. After thanking everybody for coming along. it was time to go 
home and flake out although some would have happily stayed up all night. 

If you were not there. then maybe we will see you at the next one? 
PHIL McGUIRE 

The walk down the6 Foot Track on Sunday 25th was attended by some 20 people who still 
had enough energy left after the activities of the dance the night before. 

With the good wishes of the Senior Guide John Culley. our President was able to man the bus 
for the drive up to the starting point. 

Phil McGuire (who sent me a very long report on this exercise) was the trip leader and con
sequently very few got lost. The weather was good; the track is well defined and those who 
made the very worthwhile and easy walk will say, I have no doubt, that Phils commentary 
and local knowledge added a lot to a very pleasant morning and a fitting end to the week·ends 
festivities. 
P.S. If you have any written accounts of the 6 Foot Track - we would appreciate a copy. Ed. 
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PLEASE NOTE 

If a cross appears in this Box you are not a financial member of ~he .society. 
and unfortunately this is the last newsletter you will be receiving, unless we 
receive your subscription before the 18th February, 1984. o

.1\ .. " 

EDITORIAL 

This is my last editorial beforf~ the Annual General Meeting. The post of Editor is a great job, 
organising the only line of communication most members have with the Society. Still it has 
.its drawbacks, many sleepless nights waiting for promised copy that never arrives, but still 
meeting the dei.)dline by the m~rest of margil")s. So this month nothing arrived from any of 
the Office Bearers, therefore there is ,no report on the meeting held :in the .C<,lthedral Chamber 
of the ,Lucas 'Cave. My thanks to Mrs. Short who took the trouble to put pen to paper and send 
me a 'note on the meeting held ih the Cave. 

•Thank you to all• those people who submitted copy to me over the past year, I could not have 
done my job without your support. 

Thanks KEN BUCKLEY (Editor) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


WILLBE HELD IN THE BALLROOM OF JENOLAN CAVES HOUSE 


ON 18th FEBRUARY, 1984 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Our membership now totals 131, including two Life Members and the following new members: 

Miss l. Dalley Mr. & Mrs. J. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Farina Mr. & Mrs. R. Casey 
Mr. C. Rogers Mrs. D. Walker 
Mr. H. Cotty Mrs. J. Squires 

We welcome them to our society apd hope that they ben~fit from it. 

ANN HEARNE, Membership Secretary 

The following are excerpts from Department ofMines' Reports between 1888 and 1895. They 
were obtained for us by S. McLeQ.n. 

'!-;i.:~. r 
18.88'11~JENOLAN CAVES 

Nu~er'"9f, visitors 1,829, being an increase otl the humber for the previous year. A hew 
ac~ommodation house, capable 6f accommodating about thirty visitors, has been completed, 
yet during the- summer months both this and the old house are occasionally uncomfortably 
crowded. On this account the erection of another building will soon become a matter of neces· 
sity. The owner of the existing build,jngs and lessee of the ground, Mr. J. Wilson, cave·keeper, 
has notified his intention of carrying out this work at an early date. 

Great improvements have been carried out at these caves in the way of making the outside 
surroundings attractive to visitors. Plantations and walks have been tastefully laid out and 
suitable trees, shrubs, and flowers planted. Altogether, it is intended to make the cave sur· 
roundings as attractive and pleasing to the eye as possible, in order that visitors, when not 
engaged exploring the caves, will be able to pass their time pleasantly in viewing the scenery 
and vegetation around. The improvements at the bathing·hole have been greatly appreciated, 
and consequently taken advantage of by the visitors. Everything that can be done up to the 
present in the way of improving the interior of the caves has been Carried out. The result is 
that access to the different caves is now comparatively easy and cases of accident very rare. 
It is intended to put up a cottage for the engine·driver and new stables during the current year; 
and also tel complete the erection of turbine on the creek, for driving the electric light, in place 
of the present engine, which work has been unavoidably held over on account of more urgent 
and necessary works having been carried out in the meantime which exhausted the available 
funds. 

1889 - JENOLAN CAVES 

Number of visitors, 1,657, a slight decrease, as compared with the previous year, which may 
perhaps be accounted for by the number of people attracted to two of the. other colonies by 
their respective exhibitions. The district people visiting these caves form a very small minority. 
whereas at most of the other caves they make up, the grellter bulk of the visitors. The most 
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important of the improvements carried oul her(t is the erection of Turbine for driving the 
Electric Light. The work has been well executed, arid a most satisfactory trial as to its power 
has been made. The turbine will replace the steam-engine at present in use and its'motive-power 
b'eing water a large saving annually ·in the cost of firewood, etc. will result. A new 100-light 
dynamo has been placed in position, which will, without delay, be connected to the existing 
lamps of the Imperial cave, and at an early date extended to a system of lamps intended for the 
Lucas and Easter caves. Thus by the new arrangement provision will 'be made for lighting by 
electricity a space three times larger than at present, and at a greatly reduced cost. The other 
improvements comprise the erection of a cottage for the r;ngine driver, also the building of 
new stables, now in course of progress, and minor improvements in and about the caves. 
Tenders have been received for the building of a new dam on creek. capable of storing three 
months' supply of water for the Accommodation House, etc. 

1890 - JENOLAN CAVES 

Nl,lmber of visitors, 1,467. The erection of turbine for driving the electric light, referred to in 
my last progress report as being then in course of progress, was completed, and, now drives, 
in place of the old steam·engine, the new dynamo, which is connected to the electric light 
wires of the Imperial Cave. The machinery )/Vas thoroughly tested in every respect, the dynamo 
being run up to the necessary speed: viz. 1,250 revolutions per minute, the turbine meanwhile 
passing less than half the' available water, or exerting a force of about five-horse power, equal 
to lighting fifty lamps. Different circuits of lamps in the caves, with the light on, were then 
tested, and the lights were found to be far more brilliant and steady than had previously been 
the case. The turbine has npw been in use for some time as the motive power for lighting the 
Imperial Cave. It was found by actual test that the turbine is capable of lighting over 100 lamps 
with the full supply of water turned on, although it is not intended to place over fifty, or" 
at the most, seventy-five lamps in one circuit, which arrangement will at all times ensure a 
brilliant light. In the Imperial Cave twenty·five lamps comprise a circuit. 

During the year a new dam has been constructed across Camp Creek, with a storage capacity 
equal to three months' supply for the accomm'odation buildings. A three,jnch main will be 
laid from the dam, with all the necessary conneCtions for a proper water supply, and a hydrant 
fixed for use in case of fire. . 

The heavy rains in March last did considerable damage to the roads and creek embankments in 
the vicinity of the caves, most of which damage has been repaired., and the roads put in good 
order again. The new stable, capable of accommodating twelve, horses, has been completed,-and 
tenders invited for another six-horse stable for the exclusive use, of the line of coach horses. 
Other general improvements have been carried out in and about the caves. A neW system has 
been introduced at these and the other caves in respect of the sale of magnesium wire which, 
it is thought, will prove more satisfactory to visitors. 

1891 - JENOLAN CAVES 

Number of visitor 1,575. The most extensive operations as regards improvements have been car, 
ried out in connection with the Jersey Cave. On account of the circuitous and intricate nature 
of the passage by means of which this cave was first entered, no small amount of scheming and 
labour was required before the present passage, giving free access to the cave was cut through 
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the immense solid' boulders, piled up and wedged together.in such a manner that to remove one 
would apparently cause a general, displacement. The cave itself has been protected by standards 
and wire nett4ng erected on either si,de of the track. Other improvements has been effected in 
the Imperial and Lucas Caves. Old wooden staircases have been replaced where necessary with 
iron ones and· extra guard rails erected. The Cave House surroundings have been vastly improved 
by the removal of some old woodell buildings which formerly did duty as a stable and buggy 
shep, the land thus occupied having'been added to the plantation~ 

1892'- JENOlAN CAVES 
Number of visitors 1,540. Most necessary improvements have been carried out in the Imperial 
Cave, Right Branch, which include t~e cutting of a track 4 feet deep. through gravel drift and 

• stalagmitic flooring, from 	the "Vestry" to the "Lily of the Valley", now accessible to visitors, 
The erection of new guard-rails and netting at the "Alabaster Column", and "Mysteries". The 
replacing of old and light standards and netting by stronger material where necessary, and the 
building of twenty-four concrete steps, The improvements in the Wilkinson Cave have been 

~ completed, which include forty-two concrete steps, and the erect of hand-rail and netting 
'throughout. 	 The track to the Nettle and Arch Caves has been made good by building eighty

four concrete steps, and erecting an iron hand-rail alongside of same. A guard-rail has also 
been placed at the "Lookout" in the Nettle Cave. Twelve new steps have 'been built at the 
entrance to the EI'der Cave, and the gate of same rebuilt in rubble masonry. On the 6th of 
April, Mr, F. J. Wilson, 'Assistant Keeper, reported the discovery of a passage leading from 
the Grand Arch to the Lucas Cave, whicH was inspected and approval obtained for having 

• same 	opened .up as an additional entranl;:e to t!1e Lucas Cave. It is intended to proceed with this 
work when the more urgent works, how in course of progress in the Imperial Cave, are com
pleted, 

", 

1895 - JENOlAN CAVES 
, , 


Number of visitors, 988, A number of visitors who did not take quarters at "Cave House". 

omitted to sign the register, and are not included in this return. In March last, 'as previously 

reported, the whole of the old accommodation house. includihg the first and second class 
dining-rooms, sitting-room, billiard room and table, twelve bed-rooms,kitchen, pantry, etc. 
the property of Mr, J, Wilson, keeper, were completely destroyed by fire. Visitors were some
what -inconvenienced thereby, but not to such an extent as might have been expected, Quarters 
in the . new building, usually reserved for visitors alone, had to be set apart for Mr. Wilson's 
family and servants. Fortunately, there is another place of accommodation (Wallace's) within 
easy ·distance; which was taken advantage of by a number of visitors, and, consequently, it 
has been well patronised since the fire. I may mention that Mr. Wilson and family suffered 
to a large extent; owing to the loss 6f all their personal effects. The buildings, but not the 
contents, were insured. It has been decided to resume :the remaining buildings, and erect a new 
dining-room, kitchen, etc. and let the whole by tender on a ten years' lease. The Department 
of Public Works has commenced operations in connection with the extension of the Mount 
Victoria Road through the Grand Arch. The necessary ironwork having been forwarded, two 
men have been engaged temporarily to further proceed with the work of improving and opening 
up the Slattery CavE1: good progress in which was made last year; but operations had then to be 
suspended on account of the shortness of funds. 

For Comparison 1983 Visitors (Cave Inspections) - 214,000. 
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News from "the Annual General Meeting held in the Ballroom of Jenolan Caves House on the 
18th February, 1984. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

David Hearn called for greater co-operation from the Office Bearers and Members in supplying 
material for the Newsletter publication. David noted that the November Meeting in the 
Cathederal Cave had been quite a success. It was the Swan Song for Ron Newbould who gave 
a talk to the Meeting on Jenolan's history from 1830 to 1920. The talk also included some 
interesting anecdotes concerning recent history of the Cathederal Chamber. David also 
informed the Society that a farewell had been held for Ron in the Grand Arch. 

On a sad note David also informed the Society of the passing in January of one of the Society'S 
stalwarts, Mr. Jim Pemble. 'Mr. Pemble had been a member of the Society since 1976. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

The following statement of accounts was received from the Treasurer: 

Assets Balance Sheet 

Trading Bank $1,415.09 Income $2,135.05 
Building Society 1,000.00 Expenditure 3,041.65 
Cash on Hand 
Value of Stock 

387.82 
1,847.45 

Short Fall $906.60 

Total $4,650.36 

The Treasurer noted that the expenditure during 1983-84 had included: 

Museum Attendants Fee $560.00 
Colonial Dance Band $350.00 

Other costs incurred by J.C.H.A.P.S. had been: 

a. Printing and Postage of the Newsletter 
b. Printing. of Tricketts Maps 
c. Purchase of publications from SUSS 

~~--------------------------~------------------------------------------------------------~ 



••••• 

.¥3 A » 

Page 2 JCH&PS NEWSLETTER March,1984 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT 

, In the Membership Secretary's absence the President deliven~d the report. 

At the present the Society has a membership of 98 Financial Members 

2 Life Members. 


NEW MEMBERS 

The Society welcomes the following new members: 

Miss R. Culley (re-joining) .. Jenolan Caves Miss J. Hall ............... Croydon 

Ms. P. Larkin ........... _.. , Dundas Mr. P. J. Chatterton ........ Wahroonga 

Mr. J. L. Smith ........ Wentworth Falls Mr. & Mrs. H. Draheim ........ Oberon 


ARE YOU FINANCIAL? 

Dear Member. 

We regret that in the last Newsletter, we failed to provide any current membership 

rates and forms. We apologize for any inconvenience. If there is a cross in the box, 

this is notification that your membership subscriptions are due for 1984. Forms 
 D
and details are provided for your convenience later on in this Newsletter. 

THERESA OPPER - Membership Secretary 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

The results of the election of Officers are as follows: 

President .......... " Mr. Steve Opper Asst. Research Officer . . .. Barry Richards 

Vice Presidents. . . . . . .. Mr. Bill Buckley Committee ............. Doug Short 


. . .. Mrs. Maureen Sullivan · . . . . . . . . . .. Dimity Short 
Secretary ........ Mr. Michael Chilcott · ......... Shaun O'Gorman 
Treasurer ........... Mr. Steve Moore · ........ Catherine Sullivan 
Curators . . . . . . . . . . .. Mr. Keith Oliver · . . . . . . . . . . .. Chris Smith 

. . . . . . . . . .. Ms. Sherrie Evans 2 to be filled at the next General 
Research Officer ...... Mr. Steve McClean Meeting. 
Editor ............. Mr. Ken Buckley Trustees .............. Mr. W. Heiron 
Membership Secretary .. Mrs. Teresa Opper ............ " Ms. J. Bryant 
Assistant Secretary . . . . . . . . . Ann Hearn . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. V. Onorato 
Assistant Treasurer ........ David Hearn Patron ........ Mr. H. G. Coates O.B.E. 
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RESEARCH OFFICER'S REPORT 

, 	 Due to the Research Officer's absence, no report was received. It was noted, however, that 
during 1983, the Research Officer had obtained 50 pages of reports from the Department of 
Mines. These reports covered a fifty year period. (Some of these reports were published in the 
November Newsletter - Ed.) 

GENERAL BUSINES~ 

Steven Opper took the chair at 10.15 p.m. A motion of thanks was passed to the previous 
Committee and Office Bearers for their work during 1983 especially the out-going President 
David Hearn. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY -1984 

March 31st Working Bee - Jenolan Caves 

April 13th Social Evening, Sydney. 

May 26th General Meeting - Jenolan Caves 

August 13th General Meeting - Sydney 

September 22nd & 23rd Activities Weekend and Colonial Dance, Jenolan Caves 

November 10th Alladin Cave Trip and General Meeting, Jenolan Caves 


For further details see relevant articles in this and future newsletters. More events and 
happenings will also be planned. 

LEFFEL WHEEL 

The possi bility of a project to rest'ore the Leffel Wheel was discussed at length. The President 
informed the meeting that the Wallerawang Power Station Engineers had been contacted in 
1983 by Ernie Holland, - at that time Ernie had been informed that it would not be possible 
for the job to be undertaken by the apprentices because of the Wheel's location. 

However, the President reported that he had had more recent discussions with the Apprentice 
Master who thought the restoration could make a good project - but 3 factors would need to 
be considered: 

1. 	 It would be necessary to clean up the area at the site of the machinery to improve access 
to the job. 

2. 	 It would be necessary to remove the casting and associated parts to enable any restoration 
to be done. 

3. 	 It may be impossible to safely replace the completed work back at the original site. Other 
locations may have to be considered. 

Ken Buckley suggested that a working bee be held to clean up the site - this was agreed to by 
the members - Are you interested? 

You arel Then the date is 31st March, 1984. Meeting at the Guides Office at 10.00 a.m. Bring 
the whole family and friends and have a picnic as well. 

l'---------'----'--'----______ 
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OLD MEN'S ACCOMMODATION? 

Shaun O'Gorman advised the meeting that the Old Men's Accommodation (more correctly 
'The Men's Old Accommodation) and the workshops below were to be demolished in the 
near future. He suggested that the Society should have photos taken as an historical record 
of the building and its contents. It was also pointed out that the building was originally a series 
of stables for horses indicating a very old structure. 

Barry Richards said that it contained some very old hardware in the form of window catches 
and fittings and he would endeavour to secure them for the society. 

HYDRO ELECTRIC GENERATING STATION - Locally known as the "Hydro" 

This plant has been shut down for re-conditioning and during the rebuilding and replacement 
of the generator the old switchboard will be removed and the station will be divided into two 
sections: 1 Section will house the old switchboard and generator unit and will be a museum. 

\ 	 The other section will be the active power generating station and the interior will be viewed 
through windows from outside the building. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

It is my intention to move at the next General Meeting of the Jenolan Caves Historical and 
Preservation Society to nominate for Life Membership Mr. Ron Newbould ill recognition 
of his services and contributions to the Society and its objectives. 

S. OPPER - President 

ACCOMMODATION FOR J.C.H. & P.S. MEMBERS 

Mrs. M. Sullivan suggested that the society approach the management and seek to have ten 
rooms put aside for members wishing to attend meetings - this bulk reservation would 
automatically cease 8 weeks before each meeting and any rooms still vacant would be booked 
on a first call first booked basis, with the society members receiving no special consideration for 
that accommodation. The secretary was requested to write to or to contact the manager with 
this proposal. , 

A PRESENTATION TO THE CURATOR 

Mr. W. Heiron presented to the Society a copy of a book entitled "Australia's Wonderland", 
The Society was informed by Mr. Heiron, that the book had been donated by Mr. Doug 
Vickery. This book is a rare copy; the jacket not being blue as it usually was. The book was 
placed in the hands of one of the Curators. A motion was passed for a letter of thanks being 
sent to Mr. Vickery coupled with an invitation to join J.C.H. & P.S. 

SOCIAL EVENING, SYDNEY 
Date: Friday, 13th April, 1984 
Venue: Masonic Hall, 44 Beresford Road, Strathfield 
Time: 8.00 p.m. 

The entertainment for the evening will be provided by Keith Oliver. Keith wilt be giving us a 
slide show of caves of N.S.W. 

Please bring a plate of goodies for supper. Tea and coffee will be provided. 

Offset Printed bV - Craig Copying Company. 61 Morotai Rd., Re\lesbv Heights - Telephone: 77-6032 



4'::;; QJJ iF. os @• 	 -*. ,$ , "' 

~e_... Caves Hl5torio.1 
alld. heserYatioa So~ 

ISSN 0310-7248. 

SUPPLEMENTARY NEWSLETTER MARCH 1984 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

On behalf of the recently elected committee, may I welcome 
you.all to 1984. Many of last year's committee ha~e signed up 
for another year. For those who have taken a rest, many thanks 
for your effort. 

Jenolan Caves were discovered about 1838 and have c~anged 
constantly and remarKably ever since. This process of change 
produces our history which is not static, but ever becoming longer. 
If the discovery had been the only event in the past 146 years, 
there would not be much need for JCHA?S. 

The Society was in~ugurated with a major objective, to 
construct a museum as a base for the Society and its' collection. 
We do have a museum, however smali, and the Society should be' 
proud of the fact that the or~ginal Post Office still stands today. 

While ever Jenolan Caves e~ists, there will be a need for 
JCHAPS for surely Jenolan Caves are why the Society exists. Our 
museum is also more than 40km of caves'and over 200uha of land. 
The Society through its' members haS an important value in that 
we do exist, and must be sure that' at least our voice is heard when 
Jenolan Caves Reserves'.historic or present value is threatened. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
(1) 	~e do need more avenues for social interaction between our 

fellow m,embers and I believe there is a, good case for Sydney 
based activity IN ADDITION to Jenolan activities. Attendance 
at Sydney functions in 19B3 in fact, exceeded that at Jenolan 

. with the exception of the Colonial Dance. I would like to 
~commend Bill and Ken Buckley for their ~fforts in this regard 

as well as others who participated. 

(1) 	I would like to suggest that we could have a second traditional 
qance in Sydney each year and perhaps invite another Society 
along to swell the numbers ! 

cont. over 

l'---___--
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cont.(}) 	If you have any ideas, don't keep them to yourself! 
If you are the ~hy tyoe, send them in anonymously, but 
send your ideas in (please). 

S.J. Opper, President 

THE SIX-FOOT TRACK 

This year is the Centenary of the opening of the Six-Foot 
~rack from Katoomba to Jenolan Caves. The track is to be reopened 
this year after work b;y the Department of Lands, Department of 
Leisure Sport and Tourism, and Forestry Commission. The opening 
ceremony was to have been on Sat. 24 March, but now due to State 
~lections has been postponed to a date to be fixed. 

This delay may now give us an opportunity to seek involvement 
of JCHAPS at the opening. I have spoken to Mr. G..• DLlbe, Manager at 
Jenolan Caves, and he will keep me informed as to future dates, etc. 
In the mean time I am writing to the Department of Lands seeking an 
~nvitation to the proceedings for JCHAPS. I am also trying to 
,rganize a group of interested bodies, to walk from Jenolan to 
:\atoomba to arrive for the Official Opening. 

The walk will require the group to leave Jenolan very early 
Friday morning. Then camp overnight to arrive at the "Explorer's 
Tree" by 10 a.m. Saturday, which was the time set down" former to 
cancellation. If the time or day are changed, o~r plan will have 
to be revised. If you are interested, let me know so I Can keep 
you informed. . 

Contact Steve Opper, Guides Office, Jenolan 

" In March-April, 1884, W. M. Cooper,. Surveyor of Public Parks, 
defined a bridle track from near Katoomba, through Nellie's Glen 
Jnd Hegalong, across the Cox River, up the Black Range, along an 
old cart track made by men taking bark to Binda and Hartley, and 
finally along Mount Ge9rge to the caves. This short twenty-six 
'TIile route was made fit for horse traffic by the expenditure of 
over £2000. It was much favoured, but in recent years has been 
neglected. 1t 

extract from The Romance of Jenolan"11 

by Ward L. Havard 

http:neglected.1t
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,RON NEWBOULD RETIREs 

Many people in the Society, may not be aware of the fact,that 
'Ron Newbould, a Guide at Jenolan since 1963, is no longer employed 
by the Department of Leizure Sport and Tourism. Ron has beJn retired 
early for medical reasons. 

A farewell for Ron and Jan was held on Wednesday 28th December, 
1983. About 150 people attended tne fupction which was appropriately 
held in the Grand Arch at Jenolan. Most of Ron's family attended 
and Mr. Bob MacKenzie'represented Head Office. Mr. MacKenzie presente~ 
Ron and. Jan with a perpetual motion clock with the inscription which 
read" To Ron and Jan, in 'appreciati'on for your family's contribution 
to Jetlolan ". Among the guests who attended were Mr. Max Mould of 
Katoomba and Mr. Basil Ralston also of Katoomba, both former Guides 
of Jenolan. Everyone who attended had a good night ! 

'For those of you who don't know much of Ron's past at Jenolan 
the following are a couple of achievements over a period of almost 
21 years. Ron hasn't done too bad! 

Ron started work at Jeuolan as a Guide on the 13th Mar'~'li 1963. 
He didn't W:lste time, as on trie 8th of June 1964 at 1.30 am; he and 
John Culley discovered a new Cave, the Barralong. Ron kept busy and 
on the 1?th of December 1964, took the Director of the Department, 
Mr. Gavern into Barralong Cave. Soon after he was taking an ABC film 
crew into Barralong. To add to all this, Ron wrote an occassional 
paper for the SOCiety titled, II Discovery of Barralong Cave ". The 
Barralong Cave sti,ll lives an active life with ,present day Gu~des. 
The last time Ron WaS 'in Bar,ralong Cave is a secret·! " 

Ron was also strongly involved in the stean cleaning of the Orient 
Cave. DUe simp~y t9 the pollution, Orient Cav~ had become nothing but 
a hole in the groand full of dust from peoples' clothing, and soot 
from the :old boiler house. With the aid of a portable electric boiler 
to produce s~eam, and metres of hose, rope. cables and ladders,Ron. 
with the assistance of other Guides and a cave labourer John Pope 
(who later became a Guide) was able to clean the Orient from top to 
bottom. There were many days ·of work in the cave over a fo~t~year 
period from the 15th of March 1.968 to the 30th of September 1972. 
There were in fact 408 days spent on cleaning and washing operations 
alon,. The~Orient is again cleaq and pretty. Ron went to work again 
and 1IIrote another occasl;>ional paper, "Steam Cleaning of Orient Cave". 

aon Newbould officially retired on the 29th of November,1983. 
That gives a total of 20 years, &' months, 2 weeks and 2 days as a 
Guide at Jenolan. 

Thankyou Ron, from the Guides, past and pre~ent. Thankyou from 
the members of J.C.H.A.P.S. 
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This year 1984 is the centenary of an important event in our 

hist~ry, the official naming of the Caves. In ~pril 1884, 


W.M. Cooper, Surveyor of Public Parks wrote to P.F. Adams, Surveyor 
General and suggested that the name Fish River Caves was "incorrect 
and misleadingtl. He suggested that other names used by some people 
such as Binda or Bindo could be better. The Surveyor General replied 
saying that if one parish was to include the Caves instead of two, 
the Caves would be in the Parish of Jenolan and that perhaps they 
(the Caves) should be named after the parish in which they are 
situated. The Surveyor General decided to let the Under Secretary 
of Mines, Harrie Wood, make the decision. Wood asked C.S. Wilkinson 
(Geological Surveyor) if he couid think of any name. Wilkinson 
agreeing with "Jenolan", thought inquiries should be made to see if 
any more appropriate "native" name could be given. 

A considerable amount of bureaucratic interchange followed 
with no-one seeming prepared to make a decision. Objections even 
came from the Legislative Assembly on June 13. 1884 because it was 
claimed that Fish River Caves was so well known, and-there was 
already a Mount Jenolan near Capertee. The answer given was that 
the Caves were not on the Fish River watershed and the mountain 
was Geenowlan, not Jenolan.near Capertee. 

The information '';8S refered to Mr. Cooper who at. once replied 
~ •• in short, the present name of the Caves is a geographical 
absurdity••• " and in the same letter said that the use of the present 
name however well known was not " ••• a sufficient reason for perpet
-uating a gross misnomer, ••• " 

Three weeks later, Cooper pressed the matter again because of 
the delay in lithographing the Map of the Parish of Jenolan which 
had been entirely due to the issue of the name of the Caves. If the 
Map was published without the change, the opportunity may not recurr. 

:.ey the end of July the name tlJenolan" had been approved. It 
~ppeared in the New South Wales Government Gazette of August 19,1884. 
p.s. The name IIJenolan" was originally used for a mountain near the 
Cox's an4 Jenolan River junction during the Trigonometrical Survey 
of New South Wales about 1828. 

extracts from "The Romance of Jenolanu by W. L.Havard 

NEXT SOCIETY MEETING we must discuss how we will celebrate this 
important event! Suggestions please. 

The assistance of Mr. Graeme Dube, Manager at Jenolan Caves, is 
gratefully acknowledged in the printing of this supplement. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

20th July Dance to be held in Sydney 

13th August General Meeting to be held in Sydney 

19th August Centenary of the Naming of Jenolan Caves: Activities at Jenolan 
Caves 

22nd & 23rd September Activities Weekend - Dance at Jenolan Caves 

Details of all these functions appear throughout this News'letter. 

SYDNEY BUSH DANCE - 20th July. 1984 

Following numerous requests from members, a Bush Dance has been organised in Sydney for 
J.C.H.A.P.S. The dance has been organised jointly with the Sydney University Speleo Logical 
Society and will be held on 20th July, 1984. The venue for the dance is the ,top level of the 
Wentworth Building, Sydney University. It is easy to find being the building next to the City 
Road Footbridge at Sydney Uni. (Note: NOT Parramatta Road). 

It will be a great night and it's cheap. ADU L TS: $4.00 CH I LOREN: $2.00 

Supper will be provided and it starts at 8.00 p.m. See you all there. 

Enquiries: Michael Chilcott ) 
Paul Chatterton ) 02 798-3742 
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GENERAL MEETING - 13th August, 1984 

Venue: Masonic Hall, 44 Beresford Road, Strathfield 
Time: 8.00 p.m. 

Proposed Agenda: !Includes) A talk entitled: "Aspects of Archaelogical History in the Jenotan 
Caves Area". To be deliver!1d by Ms. Sherry Lee Evens, a guide from the caves, also a qualified 
Archaelogist who Majored in Australian Pre·History. 

Also the Ralph Symonds film. 


Supper: Please bring some goodies for supper hopefully tea, coffee, milk and sugar will be 

provided. 


Enquiries: The Buckleys 02 76·9287 


TO CELEBRATE THE NAMING OF JENOLAN 

The Society will celebrate the Centenary of the Naming of Jenolan on Sunday, 19th August. 
1984. 

• 	 10.30 a.m. Ceremony at Carlotta Arch officiated by our Patron, Mr. H. G. Coates D.B.E. 
and Mrs. Coates. 

• 	 11.15 a.m. History of Electricity walk along the Jenolan River to the Hydro Power 
Station. 

• 12.30 p.m. Picnic lunch and Barbecue at the Hydro Power Station. 

Barbecue Lunch: Steak and Sausage Sandwiches, sauce and tea and coffee will be provided for 
a nominal charge. Could you plea,se R.S.V.P. to Centenary Committee, C/- Guide's Office. 
Jenotan Caves by 3rd August, 1984. 

ACTIVITIES WEEKEND AND DANCE 

The itinerary for the weekend is as follows: 

Saturday, 22nd September 
• 	 2.00 p.m. Caving Trip to Aladdin Cave. Limited to Financial Members 

12 Years and older. Maximum number in party is 15. 
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4.30 p.m. Caving Trip to Jersey Cave. Limited to Financial Members 
12 years and older. Maximum number in party is 10. (Jersey 
Cave is above the Imp!!rial Cave) . 

.. Evening 8.30 p.m. Dance in the Ball Room of Caves House. Fancy Hat. 

Sunday, 23rd September 
.. 10.30 a.m. Bushwalk via the newly opened Lucas Rocks Scenic Track. 

Gather in the Ball Room of Caves HO!Jse. 

To book for the Aladdin and Jersey Cave Inspections ring: Michael Chilcott 02 789-3742 
or Steve Moore, Jenolan Caves Ithe Guide's Office.) 

Requirements: Average physical fitness, a torch, wearing old clothes to be dirtied' (ripped 
and shredded). It will not be possible to do both caving trips. 

The Dance will start at 8.30 p.m. Music will be provided by Warren Targett and Friends. A 
variety of dancing music will be enjoyed by those attending. A mixture of folk and old time 
should give everyone an opportunity to participate. The cost of the Dance is a Single Adult 
Ticket $4.00; Students and Pensioners $2.00. Children under the age of 16 are free. Supper 
is included. Special Note: Members staying in Caves House on Saturday Night will be admitted 
free of charge as guests of Mr. Graeme Dube, the Manager . 

GUESSING COMPETITION 

If you would like to win a hand-made wooden occasional table, made and donated by member, 
Mr. W. Heiron, buy a few tickets in our competiton. Tickets are 30c. each or 4 for $1.00. 
Tickets will be on sale at the Guide's Office at Jenolan and at the General Meeting in Sydney 
on Monday, 13th August, 1984. The draw will be made at the meeting . 

FIRST AID APPLIED TO MUSEUM DOOR. 

First Aid has bElen applied to the front door of the Old Post Office Museum. Some lower 
sections of the door had to be sanded back, filled and primed. This will keep the door through 
the winter, but soon we will be in for a big job, as the exterior condition of the museum is 
deteriorating. 
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TAKEN FROM "AUSTRALIA, FROM A WOMAN'S POINT'OF VIEW" 

Jessie Ackermann, F.R.S.G.S. 

Cassell and Company, Limited 

London, New York, Toronto and Melbourne 

1913 


Cassell Australia 1981 

Written Approximate)y 1893 


"CHAPTER II 

THE NATURAL ASPECT OF THE ISLAND 

, .. For centuries Nature has been silently constructing show places beneath these mountains 
that rival anything human genius has been able to produce. The limestone caverns are marvels 
of delicate loveliness, such as nothing but the ages could create. Vivid recollections of my first 
visit to the Jenolan Caves twenty years ago come to mind as I write. The trip was a long, hard 
one, made by private conveyance. Upon reaching the Cave House, I was ushered into the 
bridal-chamber - lonely quarters for a bachelor girl - where reposed a suit of men's'apparel in 
which to array myself for an underground expedition. The blue cotton trousers reached only 
to my shoe-tops, and there was an absence of the usual gearing which must lend a sense of 
security to that cut of garment. We carried torches, and provisions were also necessary, as the 
trip required either a full day or the entire night. Never shall I forget how the guide pointed out 
all sorts of fierce, weird, and unearthly things which took shape and form according to the 
degree of individual imagination. It was hard work, this wriggling along narrow passages and 
crawling snake-fashion through others, emerging with blistered hands, red face, and disordered 
locks; but such was the price of "seeing the caves!' in those early days .. 

Much of this real enjoyment and wholesome fatigue has vanished. The Government has thrown 
up great highways, constructed railways, and hewn out motor-roads to facilitate travel for those 
attracted by this form of natural beauty. It has become a popular honeymoon trip, but the 
abbreviated garments of my first visit are no longer necessary. :rhe present-day bride returns 
from her subterranean exploits free from any evidences of the trip. The caves are now well 
lighted by electricity, which reveals much that was formerly hidden. The colouring is so vivid 
that a fertile imagination may weave the fantastic forms into both the grotesque and beautiful .... 
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PROGRESS ON HI~TORICAL PUBLICATIONS 

John Dunkley has recently .completed an impor\ant work in the form of an "Annotated Biblio· 
graphy of Jenolan Caves". He hopes 10 have it ,published for J.C.H.A.P.S. in the very near 
future. John is one of several people interested in the production of a readable history about 
Jenolan. The Soci~ty hopes also to encourage the publication of other material related to 
Jenolan's geological history, again in a readable format. Warren Targett has been successful in 
gaining a PQsition at a seminar'for "Writers in Local History" conducted by U.N.E. The seminar 
.is being held at Camden in August this year. Warren will represent the Society which is 
sponsoring his attendance. 

HISTORIC POST CARDS 

Michael Chilcott, Doug Short and Steve Moore have agreed to form a Publications Sub· 
Committee. Their first project is the re-printing of the historic postcards which sold very well 
in the past, It is also intended to re·print the Oliver Trickett Cave Map. Several colours will 
be used to make the map easier to read. Steve Opper is. preparing the artwork for this project 
now, but we have a lot of old stock to move yet. 

SIX FOOT TRACK 

The SoCiety has received letters from both the Department of Lands and Blue Mountains City 
Council acknowledging our request to attend the official opening of the Six Fpot Track. 

The original opening was postponed due to State Elections on 24th March this year. The 
present delay is due to legal impediments over the route through private land. 

MEMBERSHIP BADGES 

Some of you may not be aware that the Society has an attractive Membership Badge. The 
emblem is a silhouette of the Grand Arch at Jenolar\ superimposed with the outline of a mag
nesium lamp of the type used before the advent of electricity at the Caves. A quantity of old 
stock badges are now on sale for $1.00 each. New st,ocks .will cost $2.50. The badges will be on 
sale at Society meetings and at Jenolan. 

LEFFEL WHEEL 

The working bee to clean up the area around the Leffel Wheel was a great success. Those 
members who attended, spent an enjoyable day beside the Jenolan River with a· picnic lunch. 
It was established that the turbine is basically a free standing structure attached to the 
foundation by four steel studs (bolts). These studs, plus a flange coupling to the original supply 
pipeline, if undone, will allow the whole device to be lifted out in one piece. We estimate the 
mass at about 200 kg. 



'" 


Page 6 JCH&PS NEWSLETTER July, 1984 

Unfortunately, no casting numbers or serial numbers were detected, but Research Officer, Steve 
McClean has written to the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences, the Public Works Dept. and 
the British Trade Commission to see if more details can be brought to light. 

The Leffel Wheel will not be removed until we have sufficient details to allow for proper 
restoration and the permission of the Department of Leisure, Sport and Tourism to do so. 

RON NEWBOULD BECOMES SPECIAL HONORARY MEMBER 

The General Meeting overwhelmingly supported the motion that Ron Newbould be made a 
SpeCial HonO.fary Member of the Society in recognition of his efforts in promoting the Society 
and Jenolan's history. Special Honorary Membership is granted for a five year period during 
which time, Ron will retain all the rights of a financial member of J.C.H.A.P.S. 

A CHANGE IN THE FACE OF JENOLAN 

Demolition is now complete of the Men's Old Quarters which stoo,d on the site near the 
Wallaby Hall (the second one!) until just after ANZAC Day this year. Although the building 
will not be missed by those unfortunate enough to have savoured the comfort of its spacious 
and modern rooms (or kennels?), the building turned out to have an important link with 
Jenolan's past. Warren Targett brought my attention to the fact that the accommodation 
section of the building was added on top of the original stables and coachhouse (workshops) 
about 1898. The timber used was salvaged from the last of the timber sections of Caves House 
when this was demolished to make way for the present stone wing (kiosk end). 

With this knowledae. several lengths of cedar wall cladding were secured and these will be used 
to construct a display case (or two perhaps) for the Society. I also saved some nails from the 
site as these were hand forged by Jenolan's own blacksmith. He apparently could not meet the 
demand and some construction had been done in shipwright style with wooden pins. 

This story contains a clear message not just to J.C.H.A.P.S., but hopefully to the Department 
of Leisure, Sport and Tourism also. A lot more thought and research is needed before 
"unwanted" structures are cleared to make way for Jenolan's new image. 

RALPH SYMONDS FILM SHOWN AGAIN 

Thanks to the diligence of Mr. W. Heiron and his daughter June, the Society has again got a 
copy of a remarkable film on Jenolan Caves. The late Ralph Symonds made the film for his 
own interest and at great expense. An aircraft searchlight and cables were used to provide 
lighting inside the caves, The film is in colour and well preserved considering it was made over 
40 years ago. 

The late Jim Pemble took a personal interest in the safe copying of the original and in recog
nition of his efforts, the Society will have an acknowledgement section added to the film. 

J 
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The film will be shown again at the General Meeting in SYclney on Monday. 13th August. 
, 1984. The meeting will be at the Masonic Hall. 44 Beresford Road. Strathfield. 8.00 p.m. 

NETTLE AND ARCH_CAVE RE-DEVELOPMENT 

On Saturday, 26th M"y, about 20 people, mostly members of J.C.H.A.P.S., were taken on a 
guided tour of Nettle and Arch Caves. The tour was escorted by Senior Ranger, John Culley, 
Acting Senior Guide, Ernie Holland and members of the A.S.F. consulting team lead by Ellery 
Hamilton-Smith. Mr. Hamilton·Smith took us through the Cave explaining how the team 
believed the re-development should be achieved. 

Everybody·was invited to comment and some did so. Many people were quite startled by the 
almost totally undeveloped nature of the cave. The realization that an opportunity exists to 
develope this wonderful cave utilising the most modern techniques, gradually emerged. About 
two hours were spent in the Cave. 

At the General Meeting, Ellery Hamilton·Smith addressed the members and vIsitors and 
described in detail the philosophy behind their proposals. He also described some basic guide· 
lines within which they were working. The open nature of the caves makes it unique at jenolan. 
The spectacular views down into the Devil's Coach House and Blue Lake area make the cave 
unique in Australia and indeed. in the world. The features of the Cave need to be a centre
piece of the project. 

The biology of the Cave. the many bats, owls and spiders (all harmless!) provide a unique 
opportunity to explain the inter-action of caves with the outside world. These features must be 
carefully considered before work proceeds. 

The complexity of the proposed re-development must be emphasized to the Department of 
Leisure, Sport and Tourism. It would be inexcusable if any mistakes were made and the know
ledge to prevent this existed. 

Michael Chilcott (Society Secretary) has contribtJted a paper on the biology of Nettle and Arch 
Caves to the A.S.F. team. Due to his professional involvement, Michael agreed to act as liason 
officer between J.C.H.A.P.S. and the A.S.F. team led by Ellery Hamilton-Smith. We will keep 
you informed. ' 

After the meeting some people commented to me that they found it difficult to involve them
self in the discussion. The consideration of technical. and educational quality in Cave Develop
ment is imperative. However, we must also consider the interests and expectations of the 
visiting public. 
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J.C.H.A.P.S. INVITED TO CONTRIBUTE TO MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The National Parks and Wildlife Service is currently preparing Plans of Management for Blue 
• Mountains, 	Wollemi and Kanangra Boyd National Parks. The Society has been inv:ted to 

provide any information on features of historic resource that we are aware of. 

In the 1880's a member of the Whalan family tried to establish a Guest House at Kanangra 
Walls to attract visitors from Jenolan Caves. The ruins of this house are all that now remains. 

A wooden dance floor was constructed in actiff cave at Kanangra too. People travelled 60 km. 
(120 km return), by horse to attend night time dances here! Nothing remains of the dance 
floor today /. 

We will provide a report to the N.P.W.S. If you have any information, please send it to the 
Secretary no later than '13th July, 1984. 

NEW MEMBERS 

The Society welcomes the following new members: 

Miss Jade Squires Yagoona Mr. & Mrs. G. Rolleston Greenwich 
Mr. Colin Crome Blayney Mr. E. Hamilton-Smith Carlton Sth. Vic. 
Mr. H. Shannon Paper Beach Tas. ·(rej.) Mr. & Mrs. J. Culley Jenolan Caves (rej.) 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Targett Minto (rej.) Blue Mountains Speleo Logical Club (rej.) 
Mr. & Mrs. I. Reynolds Prospect Shendelle & Cindy Short Berowra Heights 
Mr. R. Adams Mosman Mr. Kelr Vaughan-Taylor Erskineville 
Mr. W. E. Brown Dubbo Mr. I. Diversi Eastwood 
Mr. B. Driver Blackheath Mr. A. Philbey Annangrove 
Mr. B. Stewart Balgowlah Nth. Miss R. L. Thwaite West Ryde 

ARE YOU FINANCIAL? 

Dear Members, 

Membership for the Society is going well and strong. I would like to 

thank everyone for their co-operation and interest. However, we are 

now halfway through the financial year, and if a red cross appears in 

the box, your membership is lapsing. We hope you will stay with us. 

Details and forms are further on in this Newsletter. 
 D 

Membership Secretary. Theresa Opper 

Offset Printed by - Craig Copying Company. 51 Morotai Ad., Aevemy Heights - Telephone: 71-5032 
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NEXT MEETING DATE: 

10th November, 1984 

VENUE: Jenolan Caves 

NOTE: Relevant information appears elsewhere in this issue. 

ITEMS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST FROM THE GENERAL MEETING HELD IN 
SYDNEY ON MONDAY, 15th AUGUST, 1~ 

SEISMOGRAPH STATION 

It was reported that the Department of Leisure, Sport & Tourism had recently given- permission 
for .the~ociety to use the vacated Seismograph Station as a store for its archives. A letter of 
appreciation has been sent to the :Deparlment, 

\ 

SYDNEY BUSH DANCE 
! 

Paul Chattertofl presented a verbal report on the Bush Dance held at Sydney University for 
J.C.H. & P:S. and S.V.S.S. Members on 20th July. The dance was attended by about 50 people 
and was enjoyed by all present. 
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PRESENTATION 

Mr. 'McBurney, attending the Society meeting' presented to J.C.H. & P.$. a reproduction poster 
detailing th.e railway time table and the amenities provided by the Caves Express Train Service 
between Sydney and Mount Victoria. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. McBurney. It was suggested that this poster be framed and 
hung in the Post Office Museym. 

Mr. Helron has volunteered to frame the poster. 

NEXT MEETING 

The date for the next General Meeting is 10th November, 1984. The venue will probably be 
the T.V. Room of Caves House. 

The Guest Speaker will be Mr. Jim Smith who will provide us with an informative talk on the 
Six Foot Track, the path from Nellies Glen (near the E>cplorers' Tree) to Jenolan Caves. Mr. 
Smith is the author of a very good book about the walks of the Blue Mountains, entitled 
"How to See the Blue Mountains". 

Also while at Jenolan your time will not be spent in idle chatter. TWO very important tasks 
will be done. 

1. 	 To paint the Post Office Museum, a job to be done over both Saturday and Sunday. 

2. 	 To sort and store the archives of the Society into our new store house. (The Seismographic 
Station. 

Your attendance on both or either of the days will be greatly appreciated. 

REPORT ON CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 

On the weekend of the 18th and 19th of August, 1984, J.C,H. '& P.S. took part in a Celebration 
of the Naming of Jenolan Caves. 

The majority of activities were organized by the N.S.W. Department of Leisure, Sport and 
Tourism for the two day celebration. J.C.H. & P.S. was successful in gaining approval to unveil 
a Commemorative Plaque to provide a permanent record of the Centenary. 
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Celebrations started in Caves House on Saturday Night. A costume dance was held in the 
Ballroom. Music provided by Warren Targett a,M Friends was enthusiastically received. Guests 
of Caves Hquse were obviously well informed as some excellent cpstume drllSS was worn. 

During the evening, a photograph of Jer~miah Wilson was unveiled by Janet Bryant. Jeremiah 
Wilson was the first official Caretaker and Caves Guide at Jenolan. He was appointed while 
the Caves were known as the Fish River Caves in 1866. Jar:-et Brya'lt is t,he <;ireat Grand 
Daughter of Jeremiah Wilson. The photograph hangs in "Jeremiah Wilson's Bar" near the first 
floor Dining Room. 

On Sunday 19th, there were a number of activities. At 10.30 a.m.-, some 35 people gathered on 
the lawns near the Jenolan School for the ~nveiling of the Centenary Plaque. The Official 
Guests of J.C.H. & P.S. were Mr. Harold Coates,.O.B.E., Patron of the Society and'Mrs. Coates. 
The President of J.C.H. & P.S~, Stephen Opper gave an Introductory talk explaining the history 
of land subdivision in the Golony of New South Wales which lead up to the creation of the 
Parish of Jenolan in 18.84. Mr. Coates was then invited to unveil the Commemorative Plaque. 
Mr. Coates expressed his pleasure at being invited to Jenolan for the event. He told how he had 
been born very near to Jenolan and had lived and worked in the district all his life. Mr.Coates 
also had some words of encouragement for J.C.H. & P.S. and commended the Society for the 
initiative in arranging for the Plaque. It is important, Mr. Coates said, to provide permanent and 
visible reminders of our history, This would foster an interest in history for future generations. 
The Plaque will soon, be mounted within the Grand Arch in the gard~ns at the Blue Lake 
entrance. 

A Special -Caves In.spectionProgramme was prepared for the day. Historical inspections Of 
Lucas Caves were conducted. During these tours "Jeremiah \/Vilsqns" (alias Peter Culley and 
Keith Oliver) followed parts of the original caves paths such as the "Sole of the Boot" and 
"The Slide". 

Perhaps the ,most spectacular event was at 11.30 a.m. when Ron Newboyld (former Caves 
G4ige) read a declaration proclaiming the official' naming from Camp Rock in the Grand Arch. 
Then a mock battle between bush rangers and troopers erupted. The sound of muzzle loaded 
guns accompanied by smoke and flames was very realistic. The troopers won the day With the 
villians fleeing through the Devil's Coach House, 

When tranquility returned to the Grand Arch, Stephen Opper conducted a "History of 
Electricity" walk for interested persons. Points of significance such as the Steam Engine Site, 
the original dam and Leffel Wheel were visited. Peoplll tagged on a..s the walk progressed and 
some 2!i people were present at the Leffel Wheel Site. The year 1884 was when work 
commenced o,n the electric lighting of Imperial Caves. 
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Society Members and our guests Mr. & Mrs. Coates, then walked down the track to the Hydro. 
The walking track is now in excellent condition. The path has been re-Iocated back to the 
original position along the river below the swinging bridge. Two new bridges are also in use and 
the walk is commended to you. 

At the Hydro Station the walk concluded and a barbecue lunch enjoyed by all. Despite the cold 
weather about 30 people turned up for lunch. Many litres of hot tea and coffee were consumed 
to ward off the cold. 

To conclude the activities, Mrs. Coates kindly cut the Centenary Cake which had been baked 
for the occasion by Theresa Opper. Mrs. Coates expressed her appreciation for the invitation 
and the efforts of the Society_ 

At about 1.30 p.m. our guests and some of the members were kindly conveyed by bus back to 
Caves House. The more stubborn of us braved the cold a little Icloger before making for home. 

Thanks firstly to Mr. Harold Coates, O.B.E. and Mrs. Coates for attending. Their obvious 
enthusiasm was greatly appreciated. Thanks also to Senior Guide Ernie Holland, Plant Super
intendentBarry Richard. Thanks also to Christine Culley and Theresa Opper for lunch. Special 
thanks to Senior 'Ranger John Culley for his assistance which made the day much 'easier for all 
of us. 

Overall, the weekend was most enjoyable and it is a credit to those Society Members who 
travelled to Jenolan and braved the cold to make a success of the Centenary. Don't forget the 
General MeetIng at Jenolan on 11th November. 

UNVEILING THE COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE 
On the left Mr. Harold Coates. O.B.E., Patron of the Society with Mr. Steven Opper. President of J.C.H. 8r P.S. 
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The Plaque reads: 

CENTENARY 

The Official Naming of 

JENOLAN CAVES 
(Formerly "Fish River Caves") 

, 9th August, 1884 

This plaque was unveiled by 

Mr. Harold G. Coates O.B.E. 
Patron of J.e.H. &- P.S. 

19th August, 1984 

Jenolan Caves1Historicai & Preservation Society 

NEW MEMBERS 

The Society welcomes the following new Members 

Marica Girling Auburn Queenie Symonds (rej.) Woollahra 
Mr. & Mrs. M. C. Lipman (rej.) Killara Mr. K. C. Travers (rej.) Sans Souci 
Mr. & Mrs. C Wilmot (rej.) Silverdale Miss J. Cullen (rej.) Cremorne 
Mr. Eric C. Eades (rej.) Sans Souci 

JENOLAN CAVES 

As early as 1823, people have 'settled at Bullick Flats (known as Oberon since July 4, 18631. 

James and Charles Whalan had properties in the district and they were given the credit for 
bringing about the recapture of the escaped convict James McKeowari. It is generally accepted 
that this event took place in 1838, in the area now known as McKeowan's Valley. Both James 
and Charles Whalan became the co-discoverers of what was rater named Jenolan Caves. The 
caves had been referred to as "Fish River -Caves", "Binda Caves", and "Bindo Caves" since the 
day McKeowan had been re-captured. 

The caves became a much sought after haven for visitors because of the beauties and curiosities 
they had. to offer. The first access to the caves was by way of the McKeowan's Valley after the 
usual stopover at Charles Whalan's house. During the 1850's, the Binda Cattle Station, which 



Page 6 JCH&PS NEWSLETTER September, 1984 

was situated some thirteen kilometres north·west of the caves, became host to travellers from 
Mount Victoria, who would follow along an old cart track made by men taking bark to Binda 
and Hartley. John Lucas M.L.A. followed this· same route in July: 1861, when he visited the 
caves. The final descent down Mount George to the caves was made on horseback or on foot 
because of its steepness, a descent of over four hl!ndred metres and two kilometres distance. 
This access to the caves became very popular especially when the railway reached Mount 
Victoria in 1868. 

"The Arch, Nettle and Elder Caves", which had been found in the 1840's, began to suffer from 
vandalism. In 1856 Mr. Jeremiah Wilson explored and penetrated deep in to the "Elder Cave". 
This encouraged visitors to do the same arid va~dalism increased. 'In January, 1860, Jeremiah 
Wilson was in the group that discovered and explored a new cave. This new cave was named 
after John Lucas M. L.A. in 1878, as "Lucas Cave". 

On March 8, 1867, The Government Gazette quoted Mr. Jeremiah Wilson as being appointed 
as "Keeper of the Caves". For the year 1867, the sum of one hundred dollars (£50) had been 
voted for preservation and improvements, but fifty dollars (£25) was for Wilson's annual salary. 
Fencing materials were used to enclose a paddock for horses on Gingkin Point. 

F. G. Finley (L.S.) first did a plan and report in March, 1869, and suggested that if a reserve 
were made the caves should be as nearly as possible in the centre of it. One of the earliest 
survey points at Jenolan Caves is situated inthe vicinity of the "Carlotta Archway". 

The Grand Archway became the most favoured place to shelter overnight. It was here in 1869 
that a dancing platform was erected, as well as rough benches and seats. I n the McKeowan's 
Valley a concrete cricket pitch had been constructed and this area became known as "The 
Playing Fields". The Department of Lands introduced in 1872 the first form of protection for 
the caves, by making it an offence for a person found damagi,ng them. 

Lamont Young and Henry Cambridge surveyed the L.ucas and Elder Caves at Easter, 1878, 
Henry Cambridg~ was stationed in the area to survey the new "?ig Za~" road down the hill on 
the Oberon side. The "Zig Zag" road was finished by April, 1879, and this gave travellers the 
first easy means of access to and from the caves. 

The Department of Lands transferred .control of the caves to the Department of Mines in 1879. 

Jeremiah Wilson was credited with the discovery of the "Imperial Cave" during February, 
1879, and later in this same year Wilson built a small slab kitchen abpve the junction of the 
Surveyor's and Wallaby Creeks. The Department of Mines had Lamont Young inspect the 
caves and on December 15, 1879, Young reported and listed the nature and amount of 
improvements that should be made. YOI,lng had even suggested limiting parties or make 
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provision for the Keeper having an assistant, so as t9 protect the caves. The outcome was that 
tenders were called, in December, 1879. for improvements to the "Fish River" or "Binda 

. Caves", and such improvements to be completed by March, 1880. R. B,. Baynes a,nd Company 
got the contract and completed the work on time. The caves were closed for this duration. 
Frederick J. Wilson (Jeremiah Wilson's brother) was appointed as assistant to the Keeper in 
1880. Jeremiah Wilson discovered the "Left Imperial' Cave" in 1880. and during the ensuing 
three years discovered extensions to it. 

During 188(). Jeremiah Wilson had a building forty feet long'by fourteen feet wide constructed 
for accommodation purposes. p..s from January 1.1882. regulations for the management of the 
caves and a summary of charges laid down for accommodation that was to be provided by 
Jeremiah Wilson came into effect. 

The "Mammoth Cave" was disCovered in 1882 py Jeremiah Wilson, who explored the many 
miles of passageways that go to make up this extraordinary -cave system. Great interest was 
stiinulated by the forthcoming internaitonal exhibition and business interests as well as Govern· 
ment Departments alike wanted to capitalise on the event. 

Under the directio(l of Lt. Colonel E. C. Cracknell, Mr. James Cummings began the task of 
installing equipment in "Margh:rita Cave" and pn July 22, 1880, they achieved great success 
with the illumination of the cave. with elect,ric light. Photographs were taken and developed 
within a short time. It is thou,ght that this.was probably the first usage of electricity for ilium· 
ination in a cave anywhere in the world. 

DUring 1884 arrangements were made with Cracknell for installing electric lighting in other 
areas of C9ves. In April.. 1884, W. M. Cooper, Surveyor of Public Parks. had defined a bridle 
track from near Katoo.mba thrOl.!9h to the Black Range and joined up with the old cart track 
(which had been improved) and travellers from Mount Victoria were using this. 

The Tarana and Oberon people could see their interests being affected and they wanted the 
patronage of future travellers, so they rekindled their claim for a light line of rail from Tarana 
to the caves. 

W. M. Cooper wrote to P. F, Adams, Surveyor General, in 1884 (April) suggesting the name 
"Fish River Caves" was incorrect and misleading. Cooper continued to seek the name to be 
changed to "Jenolan" after the parish in which they are situated. After a lot of debate finally 
official approval was granted and in the Government Gazette of August 19, 1884, the name 
was changed and is to be known thereon as "Jenolan Caves". 

Acknowledgement to: Ward L Havard 

R Newbould - 9 September 1983 
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the year ending 31st -December, 1984 are now due and details of the 
membership rates are shown below. 

• 	 Single Membership (except as 
provided under Family 
Membership $5.00 per year 

• 	 Family Membership $5.00 per 'year for the 1st Adult Member of the Family. 
$2.00 per year for the 2nd Adult Member of the Family. 
$2.00 per year for each additional dependent child between 
the ages of 12 and 15 years inclusive. 

• 	 Student Membership Any full-time student (secondary or tertiary) $2.00 per yr. 

A FIVE YEAR Membership is offered to interested persons, subscription being FOUR TIMES 
the annual subscription rates. 

Please complete the form on the insert and seng with.your remittance. 

COMMEMORATIVE ENVELOPES 

To mark the Centenary of the Official Naming of Jenolan Caves, a limited number of Souvenir 
Envelopes have been prepared. Each envelope bears the Old Post Office I risignia and a two cent 
postage stamp cancelled with the broken column post mark dated 19th August, 1984. In 
addition each envelope has been imprinted by a special Centenary Stamp made for the occasion. 

If you would like to have one of these envelopes, please complete the details on insert and 
send tOgltther with your remittance. 

Please make payments to Jenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society. Limit of one envelope 
per financial member. Also on.sale at Society Meetings. 

Offset Printed by - Craig Copying Company, 51 Morotai Rd., Revesby Heights - Telephone: 77-5032 
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
Infbrmation .on backp.age. 

NAME . _____________ . __ "____________ : _______________________ .---------------------------,-----,-,.------------.------------

AD DRESS ________________ ---- --- ----- --- -----:-,-- -.------ ------ -- -- -. ---------- ------ -- ------. --------- ------------ -----

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP ______________ ~.______________.______________ :<,------________ P.QST CODE _______ ._.----

!-enclose: $ ........... for Annual Subscription 


$ ...... '. ', ..... forFive Years' Membership 

Please make remittance payable to J.C.H. & P.S. and forward to: The Membership Secretary 
J.C.H. & P.S. 

C/o 34 Dalton Street, 

DUBBO NSW 2830 


--------~~~~~~~--~-~-~~---------------~-~--

COMMEMORATIVE ENVELOPES 
Information on back page. . 


NAME: .-----_.. -::-.._...... -::.--: ... -.":-:-.-.--;.':'-.----.-._-,---:--------:----------------_..._--:.-':'-----;-._---------- --------------_. 


ADDRJ:.SS: ____ . _________________________________________________ -______________________ ,_ POST CODE _____________ _ 


Please send ........ envelopes @ 50c each $ ......... . 


Plus 45c for postage per order $ .0.45 

Total Amount $ 

r 

Please make remittance payable to J.C.H. & P.S. and forward to: The Secretary 
J.C.H. & P.S. 

C/' .34 Dalton Street, 

DUBBO NSW 2830 
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NEXT MEETING DATE: 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - SATURDAY, 23rd FEBRUARY, 1985 


VENU!;: Jenolan Caves - in the Convention Room of Caves House, situated on the 

. 	 Ground Froor 

I' 

NEW MEMBERS: We welcome to the Society: 

Mr. Les McFarlane 
Masters Mathew 

& Nicholas Bryant 
Frede Family 

Terrigal 

Wahroongha 
Blaxl~nd 

Miss Jennifer Beeman 

Mrs. Beryl prummer 
Miss Janine Wakefied 

Kirri Billi 

Clarence 
Harbord 

And we hope to see you at some function in the near future. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the year ending 31st December, 1985 are now due and details of the 
membership rates are shown below. 

• 	 Single Membership except as provided 
under Family Membership $5.00 per year 

• 	 Family Membership $5.00 per year for one member of the family 
PLUS $2.00 .per year for each additional 
member of the same immediate family 
seeking membership. 

• 	 .Stpdent Mem~rship (inclm;iing Tertiary) $2.00 per year 

A 'FIVE YEAR Membership is offered to interested persons, subscription being FOUR TIMES 
the annual subscription rates. 

Please complete the form provided and send with your remittance. 
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REPORT ON GENERAL MEETING WEEKEND 

JENOLAN CAVES, 10th & 11th NOVEMBER, 1984 


MUSEUM REPAIRS PROGRESS 
On Saturday and Sunday some excellent progress was made on the'repairs to the Old Post 
Office Museum. All exterior surfaces were scraped and sanded and several panels were blow
torched where the paint was too far gone. The next step was the application of primer coats to 
bare wood. On Sunday the exterior was given an application of undercoat. Several windows 
were repaired. 

Although the final coat of paint will not be applied until Christmas time the building definitely 
, looks better for the effort expended. 

Those present were: Gayne & Maureen Rolleston. Barry & Maureen Sullivan, Jaqueline,Hall, 
Bill & Ken Buckley, Steve McClean, Jannet Bryant & Les MacFarlane. Thanks also to Barry 
Richard for his assistance. 

STEPHEN OPPER 

CALENDER OF HISTORIC EVENTS 
Steve McClean (research officer) has accepted the job of preparing a calender for the period up 
to 1988 listing significant dates in Jenolans history. The purpose is to allow us to plan for 
celebrations leading up to the Sesqui-centenary of Jenolans discovery in 1838 which coincides 
with the Bi-centenary in 1988. 

Members are asked to give plenty of thought to way this important event will be marked. At 
the 1985 AGM a steering committee will be appointed perhaps you may be prepared to 
participate. Please put your ideas down on paper as we must adopt a well organised approach to 
this whole project from the outset. 

The Society will establish contact with the Department of Leisure, Sport and Tourism to ask 
if they will allow us to work into their plans for celebrating the Sesqui·centenary. Many of you 
will remember the success of the Imperial Cave celebrations in 1979, so we know it can be done 
with application to the job. 

NEW OCCASIONAL PAPER 
The committee has given approval for the production of a new occasional paper. Work has 
already progressed to a proof stage of the publication which is based on the photographs of 
Caves Guide A. H. Bradley. Mr. Elery Hamilton-Smith a member of the Society is preparing 
the work for publication. ' 

SOCIETY ARCHIVES 
Please return any items of the Society's collection which you have to the AGM in 1985 so that 
these may be .placed in the central store. This must be done by then, or we cannot start the 
process of registering and cataloguing the collection. 

The only exception to this request is material currently on loan for the production of 
publications as these items are accounted for. We seek your fullest co-operation in this 
important task. 
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MOTION ADOPTED UNDER GENERAL BUSINESS 

That the following letter be sent to the Director: 

The Director 
NSW Department of Leisure, Sport & Tourism 
MLC Building 
Miller Street 
North Sydney 2060 

PLAN OF MANAGEMENT FOR JENOLAN CAVES RESERVE 

AND ASSOCIATED DEVELOPMENTS 


The Jenolan, Caves Historical & Preservation Society (JCHAP$) held its quarterly general 
meeting at Jenolan Caves on Saturday 10th November, 1984. At that meeting a motion was 
discussed expressing concern at the obvious deterioration of the natural environment within the 
Jenolan Caves Reserve. 

The text of the motion as adopted by the general meeting is set out below: 

"The Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society respectfu!ly requests that the Depart· 
ment of Leisure, Sport and Tourism give an undertaking to: 

a) Commence the production of a Plan of Management for Jenolan Caves Reserve and all 
associated developments. 

b) Defer all proposed development works' within the Jenolan Caves Reserve until such 
development is approved under a properly constituted Plan of Management. 

c) Engage the services of appropriate public authorities to develop a program to control 
and eradicate those exotic plants identified as endangering the survival of the natural environ
ment of Jenolan Caves Reserve and the adjoining National Park. The program to be preferably 
in conjunction with the overall Plan of Management." 

The members of JCHAPS wish to offer any assistance within our capability in achieving the 
above-mentioned objections. 

In addition to the motion it was agreed to provide the following information which is the basis 
for th~ Society's request. 

There are many factors contributing to the deterioration of the Jenolan Caves Reserve. As a 
non-professional body the Society is not in a position to provide a detailed scientific analysis 
of these factors. However from many hours of observation by members we confidently state 
that three significant factors are: 
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1) The spread and effeCts of noxious exotic plants originating almost exclusively from the 
gardens and plantations established around Caves House and environs in the past. 

2) The effects of pollution of natural water ways caused by effluents from such sources as 
the sewerage treatment facility, the detergents and chemicals used in cleaning in the area and 
the industrial waste from maintenance and development programs. 

3) Areas of disturbance to vegetation and soil resulting from construction and maintenance 
programs both past and present within the Reserve. 

These three points are discussed below. 

1) Many species of exotic plants have been introduced into the gardens and plantations 
around Caves House and have been contained there. There are however several remarkable 
exceptions to that general'success. 

Sycamore (Maple?) trees 

Tree of Heaven. (Ailanthus altissima) 

False Acacia. (Robinia pseudoacacia) 

Ornamental Hypericum. (Hypericum androsaemum) 

English Ivy. IHedera helix) 

and Coral flower. I?) to name the most obvious. 

These plants have spread dramatically to cover large areas of what was once virgin native bush· 
land. They have been attracted to the cool moist gullies, a ,feature of the area. Now very few of 
these gullies remain withqut serious d~mage from invasion by exotics. 

Add to this the effects of blackberry which is .rampant in some areas of the Reserve and we do 
not believe it is an exaggeration to say that the Reserve could face destruction if something is 
not done soon. Every year that passes without action will see the affecteCl area increase. 

2) The environmental sensitivity of the Jenolan River is obvious and we believe that 
secondary treatment of all affluents to remove excess nutrients is fully justifiable. Downstream 
of the Caves area the river is badly choked by the growth of plants both in the water and along 
the stream edge. We believe this is largely due to the excess nutrients present in the water, a 
fact which has been established in areas other than Jenolan. 

3) There are some relatively large areas within the Reserve showing the detrimental effects 
of the disturbance of the vegetations and soil cover. The construction of roads and tracks 
provides ideal conditions for the invasion by weeds and spread of exotic plants. The necessity 
of some of these roads and tracks points onve again to the importance of effective control 
of noxious exotic plants. 
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The establishment of new facilities on both the Eastern and Western boundaries of the Reserve 
will now increase .the pressure of the factors aforementioned: The recent construction of a track 

,through virgin bushland to ,plough-in a telephone cable is a classic example of the damage that 
can ,be done in the sort of terrain typical at Jenolan. 


As stated at the beginning of this letter there are many factors to be considered in drafting an 

effective Plan of Management. We 'believe it is essential that such a ·plan is developed. Within 

the limits of our ability the Society will offer any assistance possible. 


We look forward to your favourable reply. Should you desire to contact the Society to discuss 

the matter the address and telephone number of the President, Vice-Preside'nt and Hpnorary 

Secretary are provided beloV!. 


Yours faithfully, 

Stepehen J. Opper 

,For and on behalf of Jenolah Caves Historical & Preservation Society, 


President: Stephen Opper 
34 Dalton Street, Dubbo. Phone: (068) 811434 (w) 

Vice-President: Bill Buckley 
4 Boden Avenue, Strathfield. Phone: 769287 (HI· 

Honorary Secretary: Michael Chilcott 
C/- World Wildlife Fund (Australia!. Level H. St. Martl"ns Tower 
31 Market Street, Sydney. Phone: 297572 (W) 

BOOK REVIEW 

At the last J.C.H.A.P.S. meeting held at Jenolan Caves on 10th November, 1984, those present 
were privileged to hear our guest speaker Jim Smith deliver an interesting talk on the Six Foot 
Track. 

The information offered in the talk was most enlightening for those who were unaware of the 
history and significance of the Six Foot Track. Jim Smith more than adequately summarised 
the fascinating material contained in his recent publication "From- Katoomba to Jenolan Caves 
- The Six Foot Track 1884 to 1984", 

A comprehensive history is provided of the track, including its significance to the early 
travellers in their efforts to reach Jenolan Caves. The Six Foot Track is thought to be the most 
difficult yet romantically picturesque routes to the cav~s. DelightfUl and interesting accounts 
are given by the early travellers of their efforts to reach Jenolap Caves using the Brid)e Trail or 
Six Foot TraCk, as it is most commonly known. These tales portray the difficulties 
encountered, in addition to the breath-taking scenery; in particular, the legendary Nillie's Glen 
which once initiated the Six Foot Track at Katoomba. 
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From the descriptions given, Nellie's Glen can be imagined as a "Nature's Wonderland" in itself. 
This uniqu~ gorge of rare flora and fauna is described extremely well throughout the book. The 
descriptions maintain the following style and competence. 

""WithIn the shadowed gorge are shelves and banks of ferns; they curtain the dark rock 
with pale, but vivid green, and the central stream runs over and round enormous blocks of 
fallen sandstone, scarcely less brilliant, in vests ofyellow moss. , 
At the foot of the cleft the valley opens. Looking back at this wonderful rift in the huge 
mountain frontier, a rift so dark, rugged and Titanic, that it would seem a demon's work, were 
it not decorated like a fairy's summer palace, you stand, as it were, in the auditorium of 
Nature's Free Theatre." 

The destruction of this beautiful and historic section, as well as the eventual deterioration of 
a major percentage of the Six Foot Track is sadly recounted in the publication. For a large 
number of people that visit the Blue Mountains and Jenolan Caves today, the memory of these 
places can only be re-lived through the accounts given in the book. 

However, conscientious efforts have been made towards the re-opening of the track. Jim Smith 
gives his own account of a traverse of the Bridle Trail in recent times (1983). Much encourage
ment and advice is given to those who may wish to attempt the track. Places and items of 
interest are promin.ently described, however, differences of opinion may arise as to the 
comments' made in the book by Mr. Smith regarding the actual caves themselves. 

This extremely .well researched publication with its oustanding photographical reproductions 
is highly recommended to all who enjoy or have an interest in the Blue Mountains/Jenotan 
Caves. 

"From Katoomba to lenolan Caves - The Six Foot Track 7884 to 1984 (Page 86) 

JACKY HALL 

This book, of 166 Pages -semi-hard cover is available through the Society at a cost of $12.95 
plus packaging and postage. An application form is attached to the Annual Subscription form 
within this newsletter. 

The photograph on the opposite page is from "From Katoomba to Jenolan Caves 
The Six Foot Track" by Jim Smith (Page 135) 



$&1 .m;; 4.4' q '" 4¥1j$! 44 i. 

December, 1984 JCH&PS,NEWSLETTER Page 7 

Harr)' Phillips took the only known photograph -of the mysterious 'Black's 
Ladder' about 1909. From his souvenir booklet 81 Views, Blue Mountains 
Wonderland. 



-----------------------------------------------------------------

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
TIu: Presitjent, Officers and the Committee Members ** 

* * 
wish all ofyou and your families ** 

* * 
the Very Best for the Festive Season ** 

* * 
and a Prosperous Year ahead ** 

* * * * 

* 
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M0EMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Dear Members. 


Thank you very much for your co-operation and interest in keeping the Membership together. 


Our year "is drawing to a close and Membership Subscriptions for 1985 
 D 
are now d!-le. If a cross appears in the box, this is a reminder that your 
Membership will become due for 1985. I hope to be hearing from you all. 

Theresa Opper 
Membership Secretary 

'\ 
************************************************************** 

******************************************************** 

Offset Printed by - Craig Copying Company, 51 Morotai Rd., Revesby Heights - Telephone: 77·5032 



ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Information on Page 1 

AD 0 R ESS ___ .__ .. _." _, _-;___ ... __ ..._.: _______'___________'______________________________ ~ ______ .___ . __ . ____________ .____ __ 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP ..:_________________ .________ c_____________________________ POST CODE 

,I enclose: $ ... , ....... for Annual Subscription 

$ ........... for Five Years' Membersbip 

Please mak~ remittance payable to J.C.H. & P.S. alld forward to.: The Membership Secretary 
J.C.H. & P.S. 

C/- 34 Dalton Street, 

DUBBO Nsw 2830 


--""- ------

SIX FOOT TRACK BOOK 
."From K~toomba to Jenolan Ca,!es The Six Foot Track 1884-1984" 

Information on Page 6 

f
NAME: __________________________________________________ c________ , __________ .. _____ • ____________________________________ __ 

_______________ .. _________________ .. ___________ . __________ .________ . ____ . POST CODE _________________ _ADDRESS: 

Please send_ ... " ... Books @ $12.95 

plus $2.00 per book -------------------------

Total 

Please make remittance payable to J.C.H.A.P.S. and forward to: T:he Editor, 
J.C.H.A.P.S. 
4 Boden Avenue, 
Str\lthfield. 2135 
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denolan Caves Historical 
and Preservation Society 
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NO. 44 APRIL,1985 

MEETING DATES FOR 1985 

May, 25th ...... ... "......... Jenolan Caves 

August. 10th .................. Sydney 

November, 9th ................. Jenolan Caves 

February. 15th. 1986 ............ Jenolan Caves 


NEXT MEETING: 


GENERAL MEETING - SATURDAY, 25th MAY, 1985 

VENUE: Caves House at 8.00 p.m. 


COMMITTEE MEETING at 4.00 p.m. Jenolan Caves School. 


MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Dear Memgers. 

Many thanks for all your co-operation and interest in renewing Membership Subscriptions in 
the past year. 

If a cross appears in the box. this is a reminder that your Membership is due 
for 1985. I hope to hear from you. D 

Theresa Opper 
Membership Secretary 
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REPORT ON THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Meeting was held in the Ballroom of Caves House. The following reports were offered by 
the various Committee Members. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

1984 has been a successful year for the Society. 'Fhe major event of the year was the Centenary 
of the naming of Jenolan Caves celebrated during August last year. The brass plaque unveiled 
by Society Patron, Mr. H.G. Coates, O.B.E. is now permanently erected in the Grand Arch. The 
Society received wide publicity as a result of the celebrations via ABC Radio and articles in the 
press and other journals. The commemorative envelopes were well received and requests have 
come from as far abroad as Argentina. 

Promising progress has been made on publications: 

E. Hamilton·Smith will publish a book on the photographs of A.H. Bradley (Guide) 
during 1985. 

J.R. Dunkley will also publish a history of Jenolan as well as an annotated bibliography 
of Jenolan. 

J.C.H.A.P.S. will make major financial contributions to these projects. 

Six post cards of histo'ric interest will be printed for sale this year. 

The Department of Leisure, Sport and Tourism has kindly given permission to use the now 
vacated "Graph" building at Jenolan to store the Society's collection. The centralization of 
material to this point is now complete and the important task of cataloguing must now begin. 

In the coming year the Society should vigorously pursue the objective of proper management 
for Jenolan. Second only to this is the 1988 sesqui·centenary just two years away. Planning 
should begin in earnest but first a proper liason with the Department of Leisure, Sport and 
Tourism must b,e established. That Department will no doubt undertake the major role in such 
celebrations and the Society must be sure to establish itself as a willing contributor in the event. 

In closing, I would convey on behalf of the Society our thanks to the Department of Leisure. 
Sport and Tourism and the Management and Staff of Caves House. Also thanks to John Culley. 
Ernie Holland, Barry Richard and members of their staff for helping whenever needed. 

STEPHEN J. OPPER 
President 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

ASSETS 

N.S.W. Building Society $3,481.48 
Cheque Account 515.82 
Value of Stock on Hand 1,988.70 
Cash on Hand 40.00 

$6,026.00 

"INCOME 

Membership: 
Associate $8.00 
Student 20.00 
Single 350.00 
Family 597.00 

Donations: 
Members $7.00 
Cave Trips 70.00 

Commemorative Envelopes 
Interest on Cheque Acct. 
Stock Sold 

Total Income for Year 
31/3/84 to 28/2/85 
Stock Value 

$975.00 

77.00 

41.60 
62.14 

245.29 

1,401.03 
1,988.70 

$3,389.73 

EXPENDITURE 

Newsletter 
Central Mapping Authority 
Ian Lewis Publications 
Sydney Bush Dance 
Historical Writing Course 
Museum Attendant's Fees 
Committee Expenses 
Historical Plaque & Stamp 
R.A.H.S.Membership 
Six Foot track Books 
Sydney Meetings 
R .A.H.S: Conference 
Membership Refunds 

Total Expenditure for Year 
31/3/84 to 28/;U85 

$581.40 
530.05 
246.00 
200.00 
170.00 
160.00 
116.81 
102.60 
80.00 
77.70 
60.00 
40.00 

9.05 

$2,373.61 

Note: The reason for the strange period of this report (i.e. 31/3/84 to 28/2/85) is due to part 
of the record being.destroyed in a fire in the house where these records were kept. 

STEVE MOORE 
Treasurer 

http:2,373.61
http:3,389.73
http:1,988.70
http:1,401.03
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 

During the past year a considerable and genuine effort has been made to improve the level of 
communication between J.C.H.A.P.S. and the Department of Leisure, Sport and Tourism. This 
has included increased correspondence with the management of Caves House and the Depart
ment's head office. If J.C.H.A.P.S. is to continue to be effective and successful in seeking the 
Department's support for its initiatives, a consistent and open .communication must be 
maintained with the Department. 

During 1984 a plan for the management and development of caves at Jenolan was produced. I 
was fortunate in being asked to liaise with the ASF team producing the plan on behalf of 
J.C.H.A.P.S. and was able to make a contribution to the plan. The final document recognised 
that J.C.H.A.P.S. was in a .unique position to assist with the planning of developments and 
activities at Jenolan -and· sU!;lg~sted that the Department seek the $ociety~s advice on such 
matters. I believe that the Society should continue to support the ASF documents' recom
mendations and should take any opportunity to urge the Department to prepare a full plan of 
management for the Jenolan Caves Reserve. 

I would like to thank other Committee Members for their assistance during 1984 and con
gratulate Stephen Opper for .his contribution to J.C.H.A.P.S. this year. 

MICHAEL CHILCOTT 
Secretary 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

The Membership of the Society is now 175. This includes 94 family members, 64 single 
members, 13 students. 3 special honorary members and our Patron, Mr. Harold Coates. We 
gained 37 new members this year and 14 members rejoined. There were 11 lapsed memberships. 
Overall, we had an increase of 44 in our Membership for 1984, of 175 members, 120 are now 
financial for 1985. . 

The Society would like to welcome the following New Members: 

Miss Fiona Dennewald ...........	Recreation Officer 
Jenolan Caves 

Mrs. Beverly Melton . . . . . . . . . .. 	Blacktown 

Readford Family Members . . . . . .. 	Gladesville 

THERESA OPPER 
Membership Secretary 
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RESEARCH OFFICER'S REPORT 

The year just ending has proved to be a very fruitful one from a research viewpoint. Most if not 
all members of J.C.H.A.P.S. would be aware of the meagre historical details known about 
Jenolan since the rush of cave discovery dUring the early years of James Wiburd's tenure as 
Caretaker of Jenolafl. Details of the period 1888 to 1906 were obtained ;Iast year from the 
Annual Reports to the Department of Mines for that period. After 1906 the position of the 
Department of Mines changed and reports on work done underground and on the surface at any 
of· the cave systems in N,S.W. were no'ionger submitted or details recorded. 

During the year also, a number of visitors to Jenolan have mentioned a past association with 
the caves and the area in general. When questiQned about old photographs, souvenirs or any
thing as such,most have either lost the items or have disposed of them in some way. Two 
exceptions to this during recent months have been the offer of copies of photographs of above
ground features at Jenolan and the offer ol a map of the caves that may pre-date the map 
drawn by Oliver Trickett in 1!}25. It remains to be seen if either of these offers are made good. 

STEVE McCLEAN 
Research Officer 

OFFICE BEARERS 1985 

President: ........................................ _..... , Steven Opper 

Vice Presidents: ............................ William Buckley & Maureen Sullivan 

Secretary: ............................................. Michael Chilcott 

Treasurer: ................................................ Richard Guy 

Curators: ....................................... Keith Oliver & Jacky Hall 

Research Officer: ......................................... Steven McClean 

Membership Secretary: ................................ -. . . . .. Theresa Opp~r 

Assistant· Secretary: ........ ..................... . ... .'.... Anne Hearne 

Assistant Trea'surer: ..... , .................................. , Steven lI,iIoore 

Representative of N,S.,W. Tourist Commission: .................. Manager, Caves House 

Editor: ...... " .... ',' ..................................... Ken Buckley 

Assi~tant Research Officer: ................................... Barry Richards 

Committee Members: ........... Dimiti Short, Doug Short, Scott Melton, Vivian Targett, 


Warren Targett, Shaun O'Gorman & Cathrine Draheim 
Patron: ........................................ , Harold G. Coates, O.B.E. 
Trustees: ............. '. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Walter Herion, Janet Bryant & John'Culley 
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HISTORIC HAPPENING 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

On 26th January, 1985, a plaque was 
unveiled by John Culley commemorating 
the service of "Bertha"; the cement mixer 
which faithfully served the caves for 13 
years. This hardy piece of equipment was 
buried at the precise point at which it 
died. The plaque situated in the River 
Cave reads as follows: 

"In this step lie the remains of "Bertha" 
the cement mixer. Having already served 
for 13 years in the construction of path· 
ways in the Imperial, Temple of Baal, 
Chifley, Skeleton and Lucas Caves it 
finally said "No More" at this point in 
the River Cave. 

Unveiled on 26th January, 1985 by John 
Culley. Senior Guide 1972-1984." 

This was an unusual service enjoyed and 
appreciated by all present and involved. 

JACKY HALL 

BUSH ~ABINS 

During February the Bush Cabins were officially open by Right Honourable Mike Cleary,. 
Minister for Sport Leisure & Tourism. These 8 cabins offer to visitors a low cost alternative 
accommodation at Jenolan. The cabins are located at the top of the Five Mile Hill on the site 
known as the TOP FARM. 

The only unfortunate point of these cabins is that the Department has seen fit to change the 
name of the TOP FARM to Binda Flats. A name which geographically and historically is incor
rect. And to this end the Society is attempting to have the name changed, to the TOP FARM. 

For further information on the Tarriff and Booking of the Bush Cabins contact the Bookings 
Officer~ Jenolan Caves OR The Government Travel Centre, Spring Street, Sydney. 
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RE-OPE~)~G 0l.THJ si?< EOOT TRACK 

1 , Th~!.~ri<;lJe .•;r[ac!<,~_b~_l~~~..n ~l<.at99ml?a.:.an~ Jenol~n, C?V!!S ·was ,()f}i~ia,llyre.op~~ed on.Fri1ay, 
~. 15th March, 1985 by-the MInister for. Natural Resources theRt; ,Hon.,JanetCroslo. Our Society 
f was represented by Vice Pres: Bill 'Buckley.." . -,t ,. 
 ;. "'- ~.; '. "t :...... ,t!' "', . .~ 


About 250 people attended the openirg and buses were, provlqed Jor those. who wished to 
descend the first stage (Nel(ies Glen) when, ,they' w6uld be picked up and retqrned to 
<Ka~gSHTi~a. .• ' • ., 'f' ;~. ~."t 

l 
. '~... - '. t'" . 

The ~Crown Laods Of~ice who we,re responsible ·for the re·developmenf and re'opening had 
pamphlets 00 the t~a,ck ,cQlT)pi,e.te I.;"{ith.vval~ing map and maps of other tracks in N,S,W. from 
Bomaderry 'jn the South to Berowra ~nd \Vallis Lakes in the North, Morning tea with damper 
and""cockies,joy"'completed a very special occasion .• 

- ..~~. '"'" . r-·,..~'" ~: ' ~ , ~ .....'" I ~~. 

-I BICENTENARY - SESaUI-CENTENARY 

As the Sesqui:cente~a,W ,?f, di_e,?iscp~~ry .0LJ~.~~~n: C;\lVeS,,~9·,in<;.iq~,s.vvli:t~ tre .Bicentenar,y of 
the settlement of Australia by Britain - we propose to celebrate our'lmpor!ant event and to do 
so we need. your ideas. as to what form or forms of events should be considered in our 
programme,Please giveus~allyour ideas - it is only 20 months to 1988! .' 

f 

-, " 

., "', '.1. ' , 

.<t.'.,' .." w 

. , ·'.If, 

http:cQlT)pi,e.te
http:l<.at99ml?a.:.an
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the year ending 31st December, 1985 are now due and details of the 
membership rates are shown below. 

• 	 Single Membership except as provided 
undei""Family Membership $5.00 per year 

~" -"... 
• 	 FamilylMembership $5.00 per year for one member of the family 

PLUS $2.00 per year for each additional 
member of the same immediate family 
'seeking membership. 

• 	 Student Membership (including Tertiary) $2.00 per year 

A FIVE YEAR Membership is offered to interested persons, subscription being FOUR TIMES 
the annual subscription rates. 

1 

Please complete the form provided and send wi\'n your remittance. 

NAME 

ADD R ESS ....."............... __.............................., ...............................'................ __ ......... 


TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP ........................................................... POST CODE ............. . 


I enclose: $ ........... for Annual Subscription 


$ ........... for Five Years' Membership 

Please make remittance payable to J.e.H. & P.S. and forward to: The Membership Secretary 
J.e.H. & P.S. 
e/· 34 Dalton Street, 
DUBBO NSW 2830 

This form can also be used as a Membership Form for new Members. 

Offset Printed by - Craig Copying Company, 51 Mpfotai Rd., Aevesby Heights - Telephone: 77·5032 
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MEETING DATES 

August 12th Sydney 


November 9th _...... __ . .. .. Jenolan·Gaves 


NEXTMEETING 


GENERAL MEETING - MONDAY, 12th AUGUST, 1985 


VENUE: Strathfield Masonic Hall 

44 Beresford Road, Strathfield at B.OO p.m. 


Please bring a plate for supper (Tea & Coffee will be provided). 

I 
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REPORT ON THE REGULAR MEETING 

The Meeting was held in the Ballroom of Caves House on Saturday, May 25th, 1985. 

CAVE MODEL: 

Plans to have the model of the Chifley Cave moved to Caves House for display have not 
proceeded due to the need for repairs to the cabinet. Bill Buckley noted that a friend of his at 
Katoomba may be able to supply the glass, for the cal;linet quickly. Barry Richards said that 
glass was already available in the storeroom at Jenolan. Peter Morgan should be approached to 
carry out repairs to the cabinet. 

OCCASIONAL PAPERS: 

It was noted that Ron Newbould's papers on Jenolan's history were tabled at the last meeting. 
The publication's committee now had these in hand and were examining the possibility of 
publishing these. 

CENTENARY OF THE ARRIVAL OF JAMES WIBURD AT JENOLAN CAVES: 

The Meeting was advised that Ron Newbould had prepared a document on the work of James 
Wiburd at Jenolan Caves. 

It was suggested that a series of activities be planned to celebrate this event. (1) An historical 
inspection at the Red and White Temples (River Cave) was suggested as this was the area in 
which Wiburd finished his exploration work at Jenolan. Caves. (2) The possibility of a photo
graphic display of Wiburd's work be placed in the foyer of Caves House. (3) The conducting of 
a night walk around the Caves area. 

It was suggested that these activities be held on the weekend of November 9th. 1985. the date 
of the November JCH&PS Meeting at Jenolan. 

"In March, 1903 F. J. Wilson resigned to undertake the development of caves in Western 
Australia. Zealous and capable, he had shown great interest in discovering treasures in the lime
stone and opening them up for inspection. At the expiration of Wilson's leave, Guide 
J. C. Wiburd, who had come to the caves in 1885 was appointed caretaker in October, 1903. 

DISCOVERY OF A NEW WONDER-WORLD: 

Taking charge on the departure of F. J. Wilson in April, 1903. J. C. Wiburd had the authority 
and untrammelled interest that led to cave discoveries which today provide a unique scenic 
feature in Australia. 

Perhaps the existence of the "River" branch of the Lucas Cave was known before the time of 
its reported discovery but credit for its exploration belongs solely to those whose work in it 
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received official recognition. Oliver Trickett reported the first find as made by Guides 
J. C. Wiburd, J. Edwards and R. I. Bailey (a labourer) on June 6, 1903 seemingly when a large 

, cave (the River Cave) with a "lake" in it was entered from the Lucas Cave. In mid·July, Trickett 
surveyed and photographed that part of the new cave about Tower Chambers. 

Carrying out difficult work with unflagging energy Wiburd and Edwards made important 
advances, particularly in crossingttie pool named the 'Styx'. Holes and passages had to be 
enlarged to admit aiHight tins and oil drums to support a 'punt' made of a pickle box on 
which to cros~ the water. 

Beyond this permanent obstacle the explorers penetrated the main passage. In September, in 
the early hours of the morning Trickett was photographing and defining this subterranean high· 
way through the new wonder-world. He had now crossed the 'Styx' on a rude craft bouyed up 
by oil drums and drawn by a rope stretched across the water: he found that 'the passage 
over the water, the grandeur of the cavern of which the mammoth stalacmite is the central 
figure, the great height reached by the draped walls in another cavern and the unrivelled 
collection of helictites .... make the new branch one of th'e most important caves in Jenolan'. 

Other treasure was yet to be found: 

- Early in October. 1903 after working through red mud Wiburd and Edwards entered a 
beautiful cave in which they found an aborigine's skeleton. 

The Skeleton Cave was opened to inspecti9n in December, 1905. 

- After weeks of arduous and dangerous work in the limits of narrow and winding approach 
the Temple of Baal Cave was found on February 20th, 1904. 

- On Saturday evening July 30th, 1904, while Paderewski was making his Australasian debut in 
Sydney Town Hall. Caretaker Wiburd with Guides Bailey and Edwards discovered a series of 
vaulted chambers to be known as the Odent Cave." 

All the above article, detailing a small part of J. C. Wiburd's time at Jenolan, is taken from 
portions of "Romance of Jenolan" by Ward L. Havard· 1933. 

DE BURGH'S BRIDGE: 

The subject of the restoration of De Burgh's Bridge at Jenolan was discussed. Mr. Heiron noted 
that little progress had been made on this matter to date. He had spoken with the D.M. R. 
Ehgiheer in Oberon who had informed him that the bridge was part of Main Road No. 253 and' 
that restoration would be a long term aim, He suggested that JCH&PS write to the D.M.R. in 
Oberon suggesting that next time work was carried out on the road, the D.M.R. take the road 
back to its original level. This should be recorded through correspondence to the D.M.R. 
Divisional Engineer in Lithgow. 



Page 4 JGH&PS NEWSLETTER July, 1985 

Mr. Heiron noted that the D.M.R. Engineer he had dealt with had provided photographs and 
specifications for the bridge. He asked that the Secretary write to the Engineer, Mr. J. Lomas, 

• and express the Society's thanks to him for his work. 

SESOUI-CENTENARY OF JENOLAN CAVES (1988): 

Steve Opper reported that, to date, he had not received any suggestions for activities to 
celebrate Jenolan Caves Sesqui-centenary in 1988. He informed the meeting ,that he had spoken 
with Mr. Bob Crombie, General Manager of the Tourist Commission, and he had suggested that 
a JCH&PS representative in Sydney be nominated to liase with the Commission to develop 
ideas for the sesqui-centen<!ry. 

Some suggestions ,made at the meeting included: (1) A rerun of the Caves Express - locos still 
exist. (2) Vintage Car rally to Jenolan. 

NAMING OF BUSH CABINS, JENOLAN CAVES; 

The meeting was informed that a letter was written to the Minister for Sport and Tourism 
detailing JCH&PS's objections to the naming of the area where the new bush cabin accom· 
modation had been built as Binda Flats. The letter was read to the Society. 

It was noted that no reply had been received to the Society's letter. It was resolved that the 
Society should send a follow-up letter to the Department asking for a reply. The letter should 
set a deadline for reply and should be accompanied by a copy of the original letter. If no reply 
is subsequently received a letter should be sent to the Geographical Name Board. 

WIBURD CASKET: 

Peter Culley informed the Society that Wiburd's casket in Lucas Cave was deteriorating and 
required some attention. In particular the bottom was rusting and needed cleaning or replacing. 
He added that the Senior Curator had asked the Society to take some action on this. He 
suggested that the Society seek professional advice on this matter before proceeding. 

It was moved that the Society act to ensure that the casket was restored in an appropriate way 
and that the Society seek professional advice on this from bodies with expertise in this field 
e.g. the Museum of Applied Arts'& Sciences. 

"CAVING AT J!=NOLAN" DISPLAY: 

The meeting was informed that a display entitled "Caving at Jenolan" had been opened at the 
Geological Museum in Sydney and would be open to the public until August, 1985. The display 
would then be transported to Jenolan for incorporation into the Resource Centre to be built at 
Jenolan. Steve Opper, Mike Chilcott and Bill Buckley had represented JCH&PS at the opening 
of the display. 



-----~--------~-------,.--,--~-~-.,,--~--.-~..--~..------------~-----

July. 1985 JCH&PS NEWSL~TTER Page 5 

POWER LINES TO NEW BUSH CABINS': 

The Society was informed that power lines were soon to be put through to the new bush cabins 
on the Five.Mile Hill. It was <;Idvised that a 9m wide path was to be bulldozed very soon through 
the bush to the cabins to achieve this. 

It was moved that JCH&PS send telegrams to the Electricity Authority involved, the Tourist 
Commission and the Minister for Leisure, Sport and Tourism, objecting to the bulldozing of 
bushland for the ,power lines to the cabins seeking a deferral of this work and suggesting that 
the power lines be laid und!!rground along existing access roads. 

This motion was carried and the Secretary requested to act on this as soon as possible. 

PUBLICATIONS' COMMITTEE: 

The meeting was advised that a series of historic postcards had now been produced by JCH&PS. 
These would be offered for sale through the Society's newsletter and they would be offered to 
the Tourism Commission for sale through the Souvenir Kiosk at Jenolan. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Doug Short for his efforts in having these printed. It was agreed 
that members be offered the postcards at 6 for $2.00. (To place order see attached form.) 

The meeting was also advised that John Dunkley had recently produced a 40 page history 
of Jenolan Caves. 

WARD L. HAVARD - AUCTION: 

The contents of the residence of Ward L. Havard were auctioned on a Sunday in April and 
two members of our Society attended on behalf of the members to bid and obtain objects for 
the Museum. Ward L. Havard was a noted historian - and a Member of the Royal Aust. 
Historical Society among numerous other activiti\ls. 

On the 28th November, 1933 he read a paper before the members of the R.A.H.S. entitled the 
"Romance of Jenolan Caves" this was later printed with the permission of the R.kH.S. and to 
this day is the only historical summary of Jenolanl " 

This 48 page booklet is a mine of information and is generally regarded as the authority 
publication of Jenolan History. 

When it was published the price was "One Shilling" (it's printed on the cover). 

At the aforementioned auction - eleven copies of the "Romance of Jenolan" were offered and 
your representatives were able to successfully bid for them at a cost of $110.00 ($10.00 per 
copy). 



"' 
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At the May meeting of the Society it was decided by the membership present to offer a copy to 
10 members of the Society. (1 copy to be kept for historical.records). 

The price is to be $25.00 per copy (a bargain, if you could see the price of a copy in a book 
shop) and an application form is attached to this newsletter: if more than ten applications are 
received a ballot will be conducted at the November Meeting and the winners will be advised 
and the results printed in' the next newsletter. 

Since W. L. Havard's "Romance of Jenolan" ends in 1933 the editor of this newsletter thinks 
it's time some writer/historian brought Jenolan history up to date - in time for the sesqui· 
centenary in 1988. 

NATURE'S MASTERPIECE - JENOLAN CAVES: 

This large (approximately 20cm x 12cml photographic album of Jenolan Caves which was first 
printed in the early 1920 was recently purchased by the Society for $25.00. It, unfortunately is 
showing its age as the first page (a map) is missing, however the photos are in good order - we 
believe the photographer was Capt. Frank Hurley. 

It was decided to offer by auction this wonderful book to the members and your bids are 
invited in writing on the attached form and all bids to be in the hands of the editor by the 9th 
November, 1985. 

Tile result will be announced at the meeting to be held at Jenolan Caves at that date. 

HERITAGE LISTING: 

Julia Horne noted that the National Trust of Australia tN.SW.) was probably interested in 
listing the Jenolan Caves Reserve on the Register of the National Estate. It was agreed that 
JCH&PS would write to the National Trust supporting any nomination 'of the reserve and 
offering its assistance in this pro~ess. 



, 
AUCTION, BALLOT" & POSTCARD FORM 

(See, details elsewhe~e in this Newsletter.) 

AUCTION - Bids for LARGE Picture Book from the 1920's.. Res'ults to be pu!Jlished in 
December N~wsl.ett~r. 

BALLOT 	 Applicatio(ls for one of tlje ten copies of W. l, Havard's "Romance of 
Jenolan" at ·$25.00 a copy. If we' receive. more thal1 io applications, a 
ballot ':Viii takeplace:at the,N?vembe~ Meeting.' 

POSTCAR.DS ,- A set of 6 beautiful olack and white postcards depicting Historical Jenolan. 
$2.00 per set. 

NAME: ............. ,,'. ; , .............'. " .......... . 


ADDRESS: ...........' .......... ~ ... . , ... -, . , : ... POST CODE': 


My bid for "Nature's Masterpie~e" $.. .. 

,Do Not Send Money 

I would like a copy of "Rof!ll,lrlc# pf Jenolan" at,$25.00 

Dq NptSend Money YES NO 

Please seridme .•..... sets of the I:Hstorical Postcards at $2:00 per. set plus 50c postage. 

I el1c1ose:: $ ... " . .. for ....... set(s) 

.50c for postage 

$ 

please make remittance payable t9 JCH&PS and forward your application t():

The Editor 

JCH&PS Neyvsletter 


4 Boden Avenue 

STRATHFIELD NSW 2135 


Offset Printed by - Craig Copy ing Company, 51 Mprotai Rd •• Revesby'Heights Te1ephon!!: 77:5032 

http:at,$25.00
http:POSTCAR.DS
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NEXT MEETING 

GENERAL MEETING - SATURDAY, 9th NOVEMBER, 1985 

VENUE: Ball Room, Jenolan Caves House 


at 8.00 p.m. 

Further Details elsewhere in this newsletter. 


REPORT ON GENERAL MEETING - Mondav, 12th August, 1985 

There was not a great deal at business transacted at the meeting due to the lack of reports 
or non-attendance of several officers. 

The night, proved to be more of a social evening with members having a good opportunity 
to talk about Jenolan. 

Bruce Welsh: a member of our society and a representative of J.E.P.C. (Jenolan Environmental 
Protection Committee) also delivered a lengthy talk about the J.E.P.C. 
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-- - -- DETAILS Of- PLANS FOR ACTIV'TIES-~ SATURDAY, 9th NOVEMBER; 1985 

\ 2.30 p.m. 	 Historical Inspection of the Tent Canopy Area of the River Cave. This is an old 
section of the tourist cave system full of historical importanCe. It was from this 
area that the Barralong Cave was discovered back in 1964. 

It will be necessary_ for participants to carry torches. But there is NO sections of 
crawling, just walking and very beautiful formations. An opportunity not to be 
missed. 

4.00 p.m. Committee Meeting - Venue to be arranged; 

8.00 p.m. General Meeting, Ballroom, Jenolan Caves House 

Mr. Smith, ladies and Gentlemen, 

I deem it a privilege and an honour to be invited to perform the Official opening this evening 
of this building which will provide the Guides with much more functional and suitable 
accommodation for their important work. 

Having been associated with- the Caves for more than half a century I well remember the first 
Guides Office I saw in 1932, a small hut divided by a partition one room for the Senior Guides 
Office with a chair and table which filled the room and the other half for the amenities for the 
Guides with a small fuel stove for heating. 

So by comparison the new premises are spacious and comfortable. 

ladies and Gentlemen, I wish to complement the Department, the Architect, and the 
Workmen, who built it. 

I now have great pleasure in declaring it officially opened. 
W. F. Heiron 

August 17th, 1985 

This speech was delivered before an audience of invited guests, staff and ttieir families, totalling 
about 90 people -- all inside at once - that should give som& idea of the size of the building. 
It is timber clad on the area of the old shelter shed.beside-the post-office - now the ticket 
office. 



September, 1985 JCH&PS NEWSLEtTER Page 3 

It has a high sloping roof wh.ich h8$ enable;! a mezzanine floor to be constructed - this is tile 
. area for meals, reading and.,relaxation. 

The building has every mod:.con incl)Jding two fierce gas heaters and as heat rises the mezzanine 
floor is now known as 'Tropical Heights', 

The ground floor contains a complete .kitchen,a private office for the Senior Guide and 
reception area for visitors. The floor coverings are wall to wall carpet throughout except for 
vinyl in the kitchen area. 

A shower, storeroom and "hisHand "hers" toilet completes the building. 

The name given to the building is "Negagarra" which means -"to ask and be told". 

Among the Visitors were some guides of previous years: Mr. Ossie Batchelador, Mr. Bill Marks, 
Frank Harmon, Noel Rawlinson. Peter Morris. & Bob Richardson. 

NEW ROUTES FOR OLD 

After the railway reached it in 1868, Mount Victoria was made prominent by publicity given it 
by Sydney interests. Tourists were urged to set out from here for the caves, to which coaches 
were run as near as it was possible to drive. That the final mile of the journey had to be made 
on foot or by hOlse, descending one thousand two hundred feet, was some solace to the 
Western folk, for Tarana and Oberon were finding it hard to lure visitors so far from 
metropolitan comforts. In the early 'eighties Hartley sought the caves traffic, while Oberon, 
boding its eclipse, desired a light line of rail from Tarana to the caves. Yet the Tarana route still 
enjoyed the bulk of traffic, and Jeremiah Wilson ready with his coach and team of four greys, 
advertised Fish Rirer Gzves. One 0/ the Wonders 0/ the World . ... 

On January 5, '1886, the Bathurst District Times announced "many Christmas visitors to the 
caves, some via Tarana, some via Mount Victoria, some via Katoomba, with grumbling and 
vowing vengeance on the last named routes ...." Katoomba claimed that the difficulties of 
the bridle path had b~en exaggerated; Oberon remarked that "the dreary ride from Tarana 
is interspersed' with smiling homesteads," while ors the Mount Victoria route "there was a 
change of horses half way and the need of a refreshment house." 

The strong mountain inte,rests gained official favour for the more direct means of access, and 
the beginning of the present sweeping road known as the "Five Mile", 
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In May, 1887, a series of articles in the Bathurst District Times condemned this new way down· 
into the caves valley as a wanton disfigurement of the landscape, and a waste of public money 
to suit the purposes of city vested interests, The way from Mount Victoria, requiring in rainy 
weather (according to the writer) ten hours to travel its forty miles, was "stopped at a flat one 
and a half miles from the Caves House by the increasing steepness of the hillside, thus leaving 
a long _ , , , tramp for visitors." To enable carriages to negotiate this end of the journey, the 
first idea was "to carry a new road by zig-zags (we believe) along the same hillslope that was 
traversed by the existing bridle path (down Mount George - W. L. H.), and so over the Devil's 
Coach House and down to the house. Mr. Wilson promptly interposed, as this route threatened 
to endanger the security of his charge:' Then the route through the Grand Arch was hit upon, 
and the road quickly surveyed and planned. Official reports that the caves would not in any 
way be harmed were alleged to have "effectually deceived the public; who had fondly hoped 
that not only the rock tun.nels _... but the open loveliness also of the sun-bathed ferns and 
climbing shrubs, and thick-leaved trees that adorn the valleys close at hand, would be preserved 
intact for the',enjoyment of future visitors'; 

To give evidence against the assurance that the road from the waterfall to the Grand Arch 
would do no damage, the writer called upon all those who had seen the m('untain side rising 
all but precipitously from the creek, yet veiled as far as the eye can see with moss and herb 
al/d climbing clematis till all sense of stemness was lost in a bright indefillable mist of sun
smitten leafage; they htn'e seen the flashing of the stream among its bouldt!rs. rejoicing once 
more in the daylight, hurrying along by banks of 'maidenhair and rock ledges where the el'er
lastings and the violets take shelter, bathing in its coarse long coral-red gum TOots, dashing its 
spray upwards towards the bows of the wild fig, _, , The tourist will hear of a lovely water
fall, a clear bathing pool, a verdant gully, a luxuriant J,'egetatiolJ.: he will see nothing ofall this 
but decay and ruin and horrible destruction. 

This destruction, affirmed a leading article, it for the enrichment of a few Sydney syndicates 
interested ,in moutain hotels, could be avoided by continuing the Mount Victoria route via 
McKeon's Valley. 

At a banquet to ministfi!rial visitors at Oberon in August, 1887! a speaker said that "it was 
proposed to run a railway from Rydal or Mount Victoria to the caves. If this were done it 
would destroy for ever all chance of a railway from Obersonl" Advertising his line of coaches 
between Tarana and the caves, F. J: Wilson said: 

This route enables tourists to visit the caves without undergoing the fatigue of a' long coach 
journey, as Oberon is midway, and comfortable accommodation and every' attention can be 
obtained. .... 
• Bathurst District Times. May 21,1887, 
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But- it was' in vain- thlrt the ~Tarana-Oberon route sought continued" patronage. In- the late 
'eighties, tmemployed completed the descent of the "Five Mile" to within a quarter of a mile of 
,th~ Grand Arch. World travellers found it a wonderful specimen of road-making, where it swept 
downhill in "broad curves through a magnificent monotony of deep gullies and rocky hillocks_ 

In December, ;1895, operations were begun for extending the Mount Victoria road through the 
Grand Arch. The pr9ject, for which £1500 was granted, was entrusted. to Mr. Brownrigg, 
Resident Engineer, lithgow. From the "Turntable," the then terminus for heavy traffic, the 
new road followed ,8 bridle-path for nine chains, then by a limestone bridge and approaches 
reached the eastern end of the Grand Arch. For some two hundred and fifty feet the path was 
followed under theArchway; along the creek, but above it, for two hundred feet, the road was 
carried by iron girders and buckled plates, in the form of a long culvert. Overhanging rock 
was dislodged to give necessary width on this section. Emerging from the Archway, the road 
connected wi~h' the Oberon road, opposite a plantation, one hundred and fifty feet beyond the 
culvert. Fi~5hed in 1896, this extension eliminated the inconvenience of visitors having to walk 
a quarter of a mile to and from Caves House. 

In the late 'nineties cyclists visited the caves, members of both sexes riding from Mount 
VIctoria. Early in June, 1903, Mr. Mark Foy conducted a party in two motor cars from 
Blackheath. After delay occasioned by boggy roads and a mechanical defect in one car, the first 
car - an eight horse-power single-cylinder De Dion, driven by Mr. B. Beckman - reached the 
caves at eight p.m., having left Blackheath at eleven a.m. This trial showed the need for motors 
of greater power. The success of motor traffic was assured when, in September, 1903, a full 
load was taken in four hours from Blackheath. The Mountain Motor Car Company's line was 
then established. In January, 1906, horses broke the pole of a coach at the caves through taking 
fright at a motor cycle. Cars found it difficult to ascend' the Pass of Victoria, and for a while 
a resident of Hartley Valley made a tidy sum with his horse hauling them up this historic road. 
This difficulty was largely responsible for the Berghofer Pass deviation. begun in 1907, which, 
it was said, "will be much appreciated by caves travellers by motors and other vehicles." From 
Mount Vic~oria on September B, 1909, the first taxi-cab to'make' the journey left th, Imperial 
Hotel. Early in 1910 "the pace of motor cars was terrific, drivers boasting of twenty miles per 
hour thrOl.jQh Mount Victoria." There was a steady flow of visitors to the caves, travelling 
chiefly by mot!)r, There had been (ong delays in the work on BerghoferPass, a "white elephant 
on the shoulders of the ratepayers" it was said, but early in 1912 it neared completion. In 
September, 1912, the passing of the horse coach to the caves was reported. Traffic was handled 
entirely by motor. In 1913, the Pass of Victoria was in neglect; Berghofer Pass carried the 
traffic until 1920, when, hasting home with their passengers, drivers rushed their powerful cars 
up Mitchell's historic way, which once more came into jts own. In 1~15, the taking over as a 
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national work of the control and maintenance of the road from 'Hampton to Edith, with the 
~a~~s between, was ,attendeQ' by .lTlafked impro~~"!ent in the fCl!=Jljties of access to the caves. 
Bends in the "Five Mile".werewidened, and hillside timber.cleared to give unrestricted views of 
the toad, yoIhich is now one of the great motor highways of the State. The enormous traffic 
tl)rougtl0ut the lJ)2Q's nece~it~ted the, institution of traffic regulations governing the road. 
Overseas v.isitprs are impressed w',th the skill of the tourist drivers in maintaining the splendid 

" service, whicH is the feature of the journ~y t() Jen()lan, Caves. 
> 

~r . • 

The article. "New Routes for old" is taken from the "Romance of Jenolan" by Ward L Havard 
read before the R.,tI..H.S. on 28~h November, 1933. 

* 

I 

.

-' 

... 



AUCTION, BALLOT, &.POSTCAROF(}.RM 
.(See details elsewhere in thi~ Newsletter.) 

AUCTION 	 Bids for LAFlGE Picture Book from the 1920·s. Results to be pUblis'hed in 
December Newsletter. 

BALLoT 	 ;:"pplications fol' one of the Hmcopi~s of W. L HavarcJ's "Romance of 
Jenrnan" at $25.00 a copy. If we receive more than 10 applications. a 
ballot will take place at the,November Meeting. 

POSTCARDS. - A set of '6 beautiful black and white postcards depicting Historical Jenolan., 
$2,00 per set. ' 

NAME: ...... . 

ADDRESS: 	 .:POST .CODE: .. , , . , , 

My bid for "Nature's Masterpiece" $, 
\ 

00 Not Send Money 

I would lik~ a copy of "Rqmance of Jenplan" at $25.00 

D<;Not Send Money YES Cj"...,,:o NO Ll 
>/ 

Please Sl!nd me . sets of the Historic'al Postcards' at $2.00 per sot plus 50c postay';,
;' 

I enclose: .$". .• . .. for.... . . set (s I 

.SOc. lor posta~e 

$ 

Please make remittance payable to JCH&PS and forward your application to: 

The Edi,tor 

JCH&PS Newsletter 


4 Boden Avenue 
 ',,'STRATHFIElD NSW 21.35 

Offset Printed~' - Cnlig Copying Company, 51 Morotai Rd., Revesby'Heighl$ Telephone: 17-.5032 
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IENOJ.AN CAVES, N~W. 2790 

S.J OPPER 
34 Dalton ST 
DUBBO 2830 

2. - /0 - ?s.
Dear Society Member, 

I have taken this opportunity to bring you up to 
date on developments with the planning and management issues that hav~ 
been t-he subject of considerable debate this year. ; 

Some of you may be aware from media report's -that the Nat~onal Tru~t 
has recently "classified" a considerable area surrounding and including 
Jenolan Caves. The classification by the National -Trust is not binding 
on the State Government but is a significant comment on the importanc~ 
qf the JenOlan Caves area to the community. ; , The National Trust Report, an extract of which is enclosed, makes 
specific .re<;ommendat~ons about the sort of protection and. recognition f 
Jenolan should get at the State level. The Trusts' comments on~ the t 

need for a plan of management and the broadening of the Trust concept: 
, S4{)POr-t' tne arguments which this Socie,ty has 'been pu,rsuing since 1984.: 

This Society has received a reply from toe Hon. Janice Crosio, I 
; M1n~st~~ ro~ Natural Resources, in respons~ to a s~bmiss~on made In I 

"" respect of Jenglan Caves Reserve. Mrs Crosio has apparently made SOllle , 
recommenQations to'the Hon. Michael Cleary, Minister for Sport and' i 
Recreation and Minister for Tourism, regarding the need for a plan of ; 

,'H,,' management for Jenolan and the composition of the Trust for the Jenol~n 
Cav.es, R~serve. I am hopefull that JCfiAPp will be asked to take part in 
the Trust when it is establishe'd. 

Enclo~ed_with this letter is a notice about the Australian Caves; 
History Seminar which has been arranged through JCHAPS. Unfortunately 

"the Cact that our General meeting is on the night before may be a 
':'probl~m 'for those of you who do not stay overnight. I would certainly ; 

,_. A·~' - " 

/. i' recommend the, seminar if you have to choose and I am sure your abscenc;e
"" \ ':i '. ." -,,~ . ,. , 

~ / l\'lCrO,m, the .meeting will be overlooked. 
, 't . ~,noti1er' year is drawing to a Glose and it i.s or)ly two! years 

j<;J';4.t;'~>UDtil - we are to' celebrate the Sesqui-centenary of the di,scovery of 
.,'~" ht.~.th,e -reason for the existence of JCHAPS. PI.ease send in your WRITTEN 

'\·suggestions as to how we might celebrate this Significant event. We , . ~,: h.ave. only next. year to decide how we a,e going to spend 1987 arran8i~g '" 
...to cel'~l;>rate 1988, if you get my meaning,\! !! i . ~ .~ 
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StateIMmt of Significance 

Jenolan is one of the IIOst iIrportant areas of lIatural and cultural history in Australia. 
The area includes one of the lar,est and IDOstbeautiful inter-connected cave systelllS in 
Australia and is an outstanding site of geoloeical and .speleolC)pcal interest. 

The JeiIolan River, Blue Lake and a systea of intiaate ...alleys 'and watercourses provide a 
ugnificent setting for a distinctive range of native vee6tatioQ and fauna. The Caves 
Reserve was c1'eated in 1866. six years before the declaratl<l11 of the world's first 
National Park. Since its "ported discovery by JUles Whalan between 1838 and 1841 the 
area has attracted .-ore than th1'ee lI111iOll visitors. Caves House. and its associated 
outbuildings, adds to the area's cultural significance. 

The area also contains a nUlllber of i-.portant industrial relics, includine Australia's 
first hydro-electric power station and the remnants of the first electric li&hting of 
caves which was installed in the Olifley Cave in 1887. 

Boundary and Curtilage of Classification 

The Jenolan Caves Conservation Area encompasses the Jenolan River, its tributaries and 
catch_nt froa the River's source to its confluence with Bulls Creek and includes the 
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1 ~..,.::lbe heritage ,$ignificance of<;tKe Jenolan Caves .conservation Area .I.sundisputed! J,'
'l ~i ,ir't!earlng :tnis sjgnificancein'lund ;the :Hati~nal<:rnlst aatC!iS the folloOn:ng recoaoendations: 
~'r .1. ", ";, \t:' .... "..... . ' 	 , .; 

1 ," 	 The Reserve Trust s?t0uld be extended to include representatives froill the Hat,ional 
Parks and Wildlife Service, ·the Australian Speleolocical Federation~ the Natronal 
Trost, "the.Jenolan Caves Historical and !'reservation Soci,llty. the Jenolan EnVirotlllent 
Protection ~ttee and the CrovnLands Office. 

.. The National !rust rec:o-=ds ,that the Goverilllent l'!viev ehe unag_nt of J~olan 
. with a '(lew to aSsessinvmi,chGovernment DepartMnt or Authority lip the IIOst' 
.~propriate .statutor,r role,and.~nistrative and aanageaent capacity. to protect. 
~serve and unaze the resources of the Jenolan Reserve. 

.. 	 A Plan of Managellent should be prepared for the reserve in accordance with sej:tion 
37(v) of the Crown Lands Consolidation Act 1913. and all developMnt within the 
reserve should haH pendine its preparation, public display and adoption. 

.. 	 An I;nvirol'\lllent lllpact Statellellt aat be prepared for any fUture ujor developaents. 

.. 	 The ...:ting of a Conservation Instrtlllllnt over the Reserve by the Minister for 
EnvironMnt II Planning is supported by the Hational Trust. 

.. 	 The te1'1linology Caves Reserve should' be use.d in prollOtine the Caves. and not Caves 
Resort. The latter tel'll indicates the doll1nation of touris. and aa.n over the 
Reserve's natural enVironment. The Reserve is for'the Preservation of Caves, and its 

·use and enjoyment by lIWl should be secondary to this priae aia. 

.. 	 The advice of the Hational Parks and Wildlife Service should be obtained on the 
possible·enlargement of the enclosure for the protection and breedine of the bTUsh
tailed rock-wallaby as the present facil~ty shows evidence of over-erazing and land 

',: deeradat!on. The present sign, indicating the co-operation of the Fauna Protection 
. Panel, is 20 years Obsolete. 

geological foraations within and underlying the valley including the entire caves system, 
the native flora and fauna, buildings and relics of ~oric or industrial archaeological Logging operations within th.e Conservation Area should be carefully controlled to 
significance and other features of historiC, social..or scenic illpOrt&f\ce such as tracks, . 'ensure that erosion and siltation cannot dearade Jenolan River and the caves system.
pools and vil!Vs. The area is ,enerally bounded 0"the west and north by the Creat 
Dividing Range, to the east by the ridgeline incorporating Kia Ora Hill and extendln, to Careful attention should be paid to the choice of exotic and non-local native $Pecies 
the confluence of Bulls Creek and Jenolan 'RiYer~ to the south-east by the ridge extending 'used in amenity plantings .. Naturalised exotics should be progressively removed from 
to Mount Whitely and to the south-west by the iidge extending to Mount Edwards_ areas other than the Caves House Precinct. 

The at'lla includes Jenolan Caves Reserve (No 4161S) for the "Preservation of .Caves" and • 	 UnsympathetiC faCilities should not be sited in the Grand Arch and existing
Wildlife Refuge No 67. constructions of this type should be removed. 	 . 

• 	 The development of lIportina facilities which pro.ote activities )lot in sp'pathy"with 
thenaturd envirlllWllnt of the Reserve lIhould be curtailed andstepls Should betaken 
to prolllOte the natural values of the Reserve in tourist pTOllOtion. 

"Ic 
il! 

.. 	 All appropriate architectural Style, ccapliloentary to the 1898-1923 coaplex of buildings. 
should be adopted foral! new buildines in the Caves House precinct.;Buildings ;of 
conflicting dellien and/or ..terials should be proJressively re.-oved. . 

* 	 EJ;pert advice should be sought on the regeneration of natural areas Within the Caves 
Reserve which have becollie degraded by weed invasion. 

_~ ,_,,____ '--'-"--,-".7""--'--- 

'\ 
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NEXT MEETING 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING-SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1986 
VQNUE: Con~erence Room, Jenolan Caves House 

at 8.30 p.m. 

AGENDA 
I f 	 ,e 

L ApoJogies 
2. Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3. Matters A~i$~ng out of.Minutes 

I' 	 4. Receipt of Office Bea~ers:Reports 
,. t S. Election bf··OfficeiBearers fo. 1986 . 

f •·• 	 . 6. General B'usiness' .. 
7. Date of Next AGM 
8. Close 

The AGM will ge preceeded by an ordinary meeting of the 
Jenolan Caves 'Historical and Preservation Society. 
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~CAVE. aISTORY SEMINAR 

On the Sunday following the last JCHAPS meeting at Jenolan, 

this Society hosted a seminar on cave history in Australia. 

This event was stimulated by suggestions from one of our 

members, Dr Elery Hamilton-Smith and the visit to Australia 

of Dr Trevor Shaw, an English authority on cave history 

throughout the world. 


The seminar was a resounding success, being the first of its 
kind held in Australia. Participants, including a number 
of JCHAPS members, presented papers on a variety of topics 
related to cave history in Australia, including work on 
cave fossils, and the caves of Bungonia, Wombeyan and the 
Nullabor. 

JCHAPS is currently looking at publishing the results of the 
seminar for wider distribution. However, for your interest 
some thoughts expressed by Dr Elery Hamilton-Smith in his 
overview on cave history in Australia are presented here. 

Spelean History in Australia : A Preliminary Overview 
Elery Hamilton-Smith 

"Introduction 

The first-ever seminar on spelean history in this country 

constitutes something of a milestone, and so this paper is 

written as a state-of-the,...art review of what has happened 

and is happening in,Australian speleo-history. Hopefully, 

others will be able to add important data which are at 


\. present unkhown to:me. • I would al~o ~ope that ~he Bear fqture 
will see enough further study to make this paper out-of- . 
date anyway. 

Comments and further data are more than welcome; I would 

be very happy to incorporate more information prior to 

publication of the seminar proceedings, and so make this 

even more useful. 


L 
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Dr Hamilton-Smith listed several levels of historical study inCluding: 

recording of people's first hand experience 
locating different kinds of source material 
compiling narrativ~sof events as they occur 
developing a critical perspective on history 

The paper concluded with a number of suggestions f~r compiling 
history and, in particular, history at Jenolan. These were: 

that every .attempt must be made to record first-hand 
experiences before it is too late 

that any source materials must be adequately safeguarded 
for the future, particularly unique cop~es, original 
documents, and specialised collections. 

that the indexing of source material is in itself valuable 
and should be extended as much as possible 

in particular, that the Jenolan Caves Historical and 
Preservation Society, as the only historical society in 
Australia with a speleological focus, should as a matter 
of urgency establish a .proper r~gister of its own holdings 
and ensure their safe-keeping. 

RESOURCES CENTRE NOW,OP.EN 

A new Resources Centre has been established at Jenolan Caves to 

.provide visitors with. information on and interpretation of the 

Jenolan Caves area. ' 


~!. , f j !: 	 , j i .i. 	 t--·-- -. "!' 

. 	The Centre is located in the old Guides Office Which has b~en 
restructured internally and fitted with new lighting and carpeting. 

The central feature of the Centre is the model of the Left 

Imperial Cave Omown as the Chifley Cave~.,since 1952) made by 

cave surveyor Oliver Trickett. This is accompanied by a 

photographic display on J~nolan Caves prepared by the Geological 

and Minipg Musepm in Sydney. Both these and other exhibits make 


http:NOW,OP.EN
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Centre a most useful facility, one which has been needed for 

some time. 


About 90 guests attended the opening of the Centre. The 
guest speaker at the opening, Dr Graham Taylor, was 
introduced by the Tourist Commission's representative at 
the meeting, Mr Paul Crombie. Dr Taylor delivered the 
following address which we thought might interest Society 
members: 

" Thank you Mr Crombie for your introduction and welcome 
to Jenolan Caves. It is a great honour to be invited to 
open the Resource Centre, a pleasure which I would normally 
expect to be reserved for a parliamentarian. I assure you 
that I have no aspirations in that direction. 

We are led to believe that Jenolan Caves were first seen 
by white man between 1838 and 1841 when James Whalan 
and two mounted policemen tracked the bushranger McKeown 
into the Devil's Coachhouse. But the geological history 
precedes this date by millions of years. 

During the Silurian period, some 450 million years ago, a 
coralline limestone, similar to that now forming the 
Great Barrier Reef, was deposited in a shallow warm sea. 
This was followed by marine sediments and some volcanic 
material in the Devonian period. Subsequent tectonic 
events resulted in folding of the rocks so that instead 
of being flat-lying, they were now standing virtually on 
end. Uplift of the eastern coast of Australia and 
subsequent erosion of t)1e li~~stone 1;>y st~eams resul te~. 
lin ~he formatiion :of thd caves'. Thus wehavb· the thr~e'inajor ~ 
ingredients for cave formation - limestone, water and time 
the same three ingredients responsible for the caves at 
Wellington, Abercrombie, Wombeyan, Bungonia and others 
throughout the world. Uplift and erosion also caused th~ 
magnificently rugged topography through which we travelled 
to get here. As a geologist, I often marvel at how the 
early pioneers discovered mineral deposits and natural 
phenomena in such environments as this. Undoubtedly, 



... . 
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McKeown must have felt fairly safe from the arm of the ~aw. 

This short lesson in geology is important because the same 
three ingredients are present today. It is a dynamic system 
'and will in the course of time alter the cave system dramatically 1 

and may even obliterate the caves entirely. That dynamic system 
also includes the native flora and fauna Which increase the 
acidity of the water thus hastening the erosional processes. 
These factors are often overlooked by those members of the 
community who would advocate restricted access to the caves and 
reserve in order to preserve this natural resource". There is 
no denying that past practices have resulted in~the destruction 
of many cave formations the uncontrolled spread of exotic 
vegetation and possibly the alienation of native fauna. Fortunately: 
these practices·have now ceased and efforts are being made to 
restore the native flora and fauna. 

In these days of consensus politics, efforts must be made to 
reach a balance between making thi$ magnificent natural resource 
available to all who wish to visit and meeting the reasonable 
require~ents of the environmentalists and conservationists, 
remembering of course the constraints of finance, the need to meet 
with reasonable safety measures, making best use of the facilities 
presently available etc. There is no.place for the confrontation 
we experienced earlier this year, particularly as many of the 
accusations were without foundation. Such confrontation all 
too often leads to extremes such as wholesale alienation of the 
environment or access by the privileged few. Although presently 
held up by bureaucracy, the constitution of the proposed trust 
could represent all the interested parties. 

I 

It 's~ems to me th~t it 'is' afl 'a matter of! edhcation arid wHat bet~er 
way to do this than a Resource Centre where all visitors to 
the Reserve can learn about the geological history of the area. 
development of caves and their formations, the h~an history. 
the environment and its preservation and speleology. Such 
material is presently scattered through a number of buildings 
and we have been most forunate to receive display material from 
the Geological and Mining Museum. The vision to convert the 
Guides' old office to a Resource Centre is to be applauded - it 

---- ..... --.~.---......--- -----------------------~-------
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not 	only means that much of the material can be displayed 
in one area but also that the guides now occupy a much 
more comfortable building. 

When I first started exploring caves in the southwest of 
South Australia as a child, the only information available 
was 	 the folklore dispensed by the one and only guide 
(whom I am positive lived in one of the caves.) A 
Resource Centre such as this will provide the information 
to satisfy everybody's thirst for knowledge - and the 
information will be cOrrect. I hope that it will also 
be the focus for a number of self-guided tours~nd wAlks, 
so that visitors can see for themselves the various rock 
types, folds and faults, fossils, rock formations, flora 
and fauna of the Reserve. It will also have displays and 
provide literature for school projects. 

Finally, I would like to make two suggestions which will have 
beriefit. 

1. 	 The Tourist Commission make money available to allow 
selected staff members to visit other developed cave 
systems in Australia and throughout the world so that 
the development of Jenolan is to the highest standards. 

2. 	 That from the knowledge gained from such visits, 
consideration be given to relocating the Resource 
Centre at the entrance of the Reserve, where there is 
more room for an enlarged Centre and parking, and 
both the geQlogic~l and human history started. 

. 	 ~: ~ '. ~.. L· ~ -:.: :'. f ; 

Mr Crombie,' Ladies and Ge~t1:emen,; it now gives iDe gteai 
pleasure to declare this Resource Centre open. May it 
be of great benefit to those thousands of visitors who 
visit Jenolan Caves~ Thank you." 
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MEMBERSHIP OF JCHAPS 

The Society would like to welcome the following new members: 

Mr &MrsD. Arms Seaford, Victoria 

Mr Peter DG Jewkes Neutral Bay 

Miss Marilyn J Kelly Sylvania Heights 

Dr Trevor Royce Shaw Bath, England 

Mr &Mrs JF Taylor Black Springs 

Mr D. Wiburd Bathurst 

Janine Wakefield Harbord 


Uhange of address on Membership Fo~ for the Membership 
Secretary: 

Theresa Opper 
Membership Sedretary 
-i'8&A-BouT'ke sweet cQC} W\-\ct+t 51 ree....,.. j 
-ooutBURN--NSW 2580 ('..Iou I t:fuY"n

V . a,Sg-c 
NG.0~l/~ 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Dear Member 

Membership subscriptions are now due for 1986. 
If a cross appears in the box, your subscription ~s due 
for renewal and I hope to hear from you soon. Membership 
form at back of news1ett~r. 

'. 
". , 

1 

D 
. 

Theresa Opper 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
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t:EZ."TING DATES 

.'a), 24th 19L6••••••••••••••••••••• 1: ...Jenol8.D C,ve. 

August 18th 1986••••••••••••••••••••••••••••S)'dne1 

November 8th 198.; •••••• ·••••••••••••••Jenolan Cevea 

Pebruar)' 14th 19£7..................m~ ~enolan Cavea 

~...;:iJ 
./ . 

c.,"' 

Gn'ERAL MEETI.m ~ SATURDAY,24th ':At, 1986 
VEliUE: Conference RoOm. ~enol&D Caves House 

at 8.3Opm , 

Guest apeaker, Ross Knowles, 
present an auoio-visuel show 

or the Wildernea. Societ.7. will 
on "Tbe ~ildern••8 of KS«". 
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RAFFLE 

!be v1DDer ot the JCB&PS Rattle, held vhile the AGK vae in 
progress, vas Dianae Knebel ot C8mpbelltovn. !be prize vae • 
pictorial tr87 donated b7 Mr Heiron, to vhom we extend our 
thank... ~.' 

On behalt ot the members ot the Society I vould .like to thank 
Ken Buckley (retiring editor) tor handling the Newsletter eo 

well~over the past tew years. The newsletter had lapsed and 

Ken has put it back OD its teet, as the s87ing goes. I hope he 

support. me in the coming 7ear. 

Tbat the material remains up on its high standard is not just 
up to tbe Editor, but depends on allot us, especially as it is 
the 801e communication with man,. ot our members. It every mem
ber tound one photo, article or quote we would have additional 
material tor nevsletters tor the next 40 years. Tbink about it,
you might tind something the rest ot us baven't eeen, it we've 
seen it, I'm sure we won't mind seeing it again, atter ell, we 
do get new members eacb year. 

Looking torvard to our communications 

Catbie 

Newsle~ter ma~.e.rial to be torvarded to: 

C Draheim 
40 Dart Street 
OBERON NS~ 27B? 

Enquiries: 063:56 1409 

- ""' .• 'Tne'crosin:g-"dat,"'1'"dr' material:·tor the' next newsletter Hr,·the'· .•.,_£~ ~....... _,,,' ... , ........... -~ 

24tb June 19E6. 

. . 

NO!rICB O:r !lOTION 

~t tbe:
y" 

Annual General tieeting a notice ot motion (moved R Guy, 
seconded D Short) was put that the JCH~ Constitution sbould 
be ....nd.d to th. .ttect that the encuabant manager ot Jenolan 

Caves House should be the permanent. R8W Government RepreleD~ative 

on the JCH&PS Committee. It wa. resolved that thi8 motidh b. put 

at tbe next ordinar, meeting ot tbe Society.(24 .iay 1986) - 



OFFICE BEARERS 1986 

President - SJ Opper 
Vice President - r.r D Short &: B Richard 
T:t'easurer - ~:rs D Short 
Assistant Treasurer - R Lindsay 
Secretary - MChilcott 
Assistant Secretary - MSullivan 
Membefship Secretary - TOpper 
Curatof - J Horne &: J Dunkley 
Research Officer - S ~jelton 
NS~'1 Government Representative - Nanager, Caves House 
Committee ~ S O'Gorman WBuckley 

l' NcGuire S Heaney 
C Draheim(newsletter Editor)
V Ta.rgett WTargett 

Trustee - J Bryant, WHeiron '& J Culley 

t-:EKBERSHII REl-'ORT 

Dear l;ember 

If a red cross appears in the box, your 1966 membership sub

scription is now due. Just a rem1Dder that the membership

application form may be used for new menbers. Thankyou to 

everyone for your cooperation in the last year. The Society

thanks you all for your interest and support. 

flEW 11 E ~j B E R S 

The Society would like to welcome the following new.members: 

Brs Jill webb Springwood(rejoined) 
.:r Robert Lindsay Lithgow 

Am;UAL "MEt-::BERSHIP liEr1)RT 

The ~:embership of the Society is now 160. This includes 89 
family members, 56 single members, 11 students, , special
honorary members and our patron, I:;r Harold Coates. We gained... 	
1~ new members this year, of which one rejoined. There were 
26lapsed memberships. Overall, we hsve had a decrease of 15 
members for 1985. 

ivE A.i<E SEVERAL l-iONTHS INTO 1986, OF 160 r:EYlBERS. 

75 ARE FINANCIAL FC·R THE CURREHT YEA.7<!. 
I attribute the decrease of membership to so~e families changing 
to single memberships only. thereby losing some family members. 
Other reasons include change of address, f~r students and less 
recruitment. 

TOpper !':embership Secretary '-" 
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SAL E S 

The last meeting of the Society was informed that the JCH&PS 
historic postcards were now on sale through the Jenolan Caves 
Souvenir Y.iosk. The final arrangements were that the NSW 
Tourist Commission purchased the cards for 10c each in bulk, 
resulting in an income of ~300 for the Society. 

John Dunkley pointed out that a few technical hitches had been 
encountered in the production of his book. However, he said 
that the Society's Committee had agreed to carryon with 
publication ~d to seek assistance"in financing this. He said 
that there was hope the publication would be achieved by June 
or July. 1985. 

It was agreed that publication of the occasional papers should 
be pursued. The major thrust at this point would be to re
publish the steam-cleaning paper, as this was the most directly
relevant to cave tourism and allowed guiding staff to mention 
JCH1PS in it in their tours. The occasional papers would cost 
approximately 90c each to produce and could be sold for ~2.0C 
each. After the original run. subsequent copies would be less 
per unit. 

The Society is an agent for the Central ~apping Authority and 
various historical. regional. and tourist maps are available. 

TbeSociety also acts as an agent in sel,ling various books 
which are of interest to members of the Society and the general
public: "Six Foot Track"; "Cave Diving In Australia"; "The 
Caves of Jenolan 2: The Northern Limestone"; "The eXploration
and Speleogeography of Nammoth Cave. Jenolan"; "The Funnel Web 
Spider~, sre just some of the publications available. 

Also available are reproductions of the now historical map by
Oliver Tri9kett. . 

Society members may also purchase copies of the cassette 
"Warren Tarfjett - LIVE at Jenolan Caves House" through the 
Society. thus giving the Society another small financial gain. 

ANYOl\'E INTE;iE TED IN THESE AND/CR ANY OTHER f-lATE:1IAL AVAILABLE 
THROUGH THE SCCIETY SHOULD CONTAC'r THE ASSISTANT TREASURE:~ 1. 
HOBERT LINDSAY. C/- GUIDES OFFICE. JENOLAN CAVES RESERVE, -=790. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL Y.EETiNG 1986 

}Tesident's Report 

Steven Opper's report highlighted the need for a management
plan for Jenolan Caves to be developed as soon as possible.
and the peed for the Society to develop further ideas for part
icipation i~ the Bicentenary ye~ of 1988. 

Treasurer's Report· 

R;chardGuy's report for the year ending 31 December 1985 
showed that the Society had gross receipts for the year of 
~4 12; and gross expenses of ~; 041. This resulted in e surplus
for the financial year of ~1 082. 

l';ajor, items in the Society's income for the year under review 
were the conference on Australian Caves History and the sale of 
items through the Gu~des' Qffice such as maps. 

Curators' Report 

In the absence of the curators, S Opper noted that 1985 hed seen 
a number of new additions to the JCH&FS collection. However. he 
emp~asised that although the collection was still secured in one 
location, considerable work remains to be done in cataloguin~ the 
col1~ction. He also suggested that JCH&.PS should consider 
advertising for ,materia~ through newspapers in Buc,h centres as 
Sy(!ney. 

~e) at; ODS wi tb the New South \'Ides 90yernment 

It was agreed that .letters be sent to relevant ~linisters in the 
IiSW Government to establish direct links between those rinisters 
and JCH~PS. +t 'was recommended that similar eorrespondence be 
sent to the Prem;el:' of NS','I. It was suggested, that these letters 
particularly make mention ofthe co-operation regeiyed by JCH:',}'S
from the t::.311 Tourism Commission. 

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 

The G~neral Meeting held on 15 February 1986 wal3 informed that 
the proceedings of the conference on Australian Cave History
sponsored through JCH&PS in November, 1985, would be publiahed
through the journal "Helictite". r~r Opper noted that the eost 
of this publication to the Society would be between ~5CO and 
~6CC which would provide the Society with 100 copies of the 
proceedings. He aaid that 40 of these copies were comJ:itted 
to be sent to people who attended the conference and that the 
remaining 60 would be available for sale ~y JCH&PS. 

DANCE 1986 

'rle are hoping to have the co-oper~tionof the management of Caves 
House in organising a danee for Society members and friends and 
for the guests, to be held Qn the 8 November 1986. 

Please plan accommodation ahead of time so as to avoid possible 
";~~'I"'\T"!ni?"l+mtlni"'. 



PRE SID H ~ T'S REP 0 R T 

On behalf of the Societ;y i wish to thank the Management and staff 
of the Tourism Commission for ;your co-operation and assistance 
throughout 1985. 

Tbe past ,ear has been quite productive, the November Bistor;y
Seminar being the notable success of the ;year. ~e debate and 
campaign for the future management of the Jenolan Cavea Reserve 
continued with some developments, the most significant being
the National Trust's classification of the Caves. The diversity
of comments and the fact that the debate entered State Parliament 
is indicative of the scale of this issue. It is somewhat 
disappointing,.though ~ot surprising, t~at no tangible progress
has been made 1n s~c~~ng a plan of management for the area. 

Many ~ssues have been raised and ~o doubt are important in reapect
of Jenolan. However, as was clearl;y stated from the time of 
JCH&FS' submission in 1984, the as yet uncontrollable spread of 
exotic vegetation isthe greatest threat to the survival ofthe 
natural environment within this Reserve. 

In an obvious attempt at window dresaing, a landscaping project
began in the middle of the Reserve earl;y in 1985. In spite of 
the efforts of t~ose who had to do the work, this ill-conceived 
and ~oorly advised project has had no effect on the spread of 
exot1cs across the Reserve. Had advice been soucht from the , 
appropriate authorities, such as the National Farks and Wildlife 
Service, the effort now wasted could have had a real benefit. 
The PastUres rrotection Board and Department of Agriculture 
were not relevant to a project of this nature. It is significant
that not one of the predomin~t species of exotic plants in the 
Reserve is declared noxious by the FP Board in this area. The 
Societ;y~must continue to bring the destructive nature of uncont
rolleo exotics to the attention of the Government. I also urge 
;you to write as individuals to the ~inisters for Natural Resources, 
Lnvironment and ~lanning, and Tourism. We must also continue to support
other groups and societies pursuing related issues. These inclu~e 
the Australian Speleological Federation, Jenolan Environment 
lTotecti~n Committee, National I-arks Associations, }'lational Trust, 
Wilderness Societ;y, and Total EnvironmentCentre. No single body
will win this battle and it is a battle which must be won. 

Looking ahead, the Societ;y must address the coming sesqui
centenary in 19[(. The co-operation ofthe Tourism Commission 
was assured by Y.r Paul Crombie, General .:aDager of the Commission,
in his openinc: address at the history seminar in llovember, 198;:'.
'l'his expression of support is gratefully acknowledged. :nanning
for the sesqui-centenary must be carried out in earnest. We 
should be mindful, however, of our present commitments to the 
long term planning and management issues. 

Any so-called celebration in 1988 will be hollow indeed if 
existing issues and problems are not resolved. The challenge
is clearly there for the State Government to follow-up its state
~ents recognising the significance of Jenolen Caves. It is 
enc\;mbent on Government to physically repair the effects or the 
t:.reats ioentified at Jenolan, then ensure no new threats emerge.
Surely a better target date could not be set. The sesqui
centenary should be a time to celebrate ana aoate from which to 
advance. The destruction of Jenolan Caves Reserve must be stopped. 
,:e will all have lost it it is not. 
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cont'd. 

In closing, I would like to thank all aembera of the Societ7 for 
;your support. JCH&P& isnot just an executive and committee, we 
are 16V individuals with a common cause. On behalf of the out
going executive and Committee, I wish ;you all the best of success 
in 1986. l.t us be optimistic sbout the future but not complacent. 

1 
Thank ;You 

I SJ Opper 
~ 

" 

Extract from: "From ItATOOJIIBA to JElfOLAB CAVES Tl,E SIX P'C('T TaACK" 
Jim Smith 

~2 A Histo~ or the Six Foot Track 

Earl;y Routes t~ Jen~lan Caves 

?rom the mid-nineteenth centu~ the Jenolan Caves becaDe one or 
the most pOpular tourist attractions of inland Australia. In 
the earl;y 185( 's visitors to the Caves travelled on horseback 
or partl;y over rou~h bug~ tracks ~rom Bathurst, Q~eron or Tarana. 
Later in the 185C's an'~ 18r,( 's visitors frOID S;ydne;y wbo had 
travelled along the Great ~/estern ilose could rest overnight at 
hotels at Hartle;y or Bowentels betore proceeding alon~ more 
direct tracks. In 1868 the rallwa;y line reached .;t Victoria and 
hotel owners there constructed a rough buggJ'track to the Caves. 
As the Jenolan Caves are situated at the bottom ,of a ve~ steep
walled valle;y, the expense of com~leting the road all the wa;y 
was too much for these earl;y entrepreneurs. Instead, visitors 
had to walk or ride on horseback the last two and a halt kilometres. 

B;y 1872 the railw87 reached Tarana reinforcing this town's long
estaolished prominence in. the field of. suppl;yin(l':, acc;.o!ll!,!l!~aUQn"". __ ~., ,'" ._ 

h ·"to·'Caves·'tritvellers~~A··TJi'eroed· frout Ti4'ana at this stage however,
I1ke the one from I':t Victoria, stopped short of the Caves. 
Visitors had to'walk or ride the last steep section. In 1879 
this was rectified and Tarana became the onl;y township on the 
railway line from which it waD possible to ride in a coach all 
the wa;y to the Caves. The town thrived on this monopol;y tor over 
a decade • 

... 
The Survey 

••• Cooper's route used existins tracks where possible, and 
according to .:egalong Valle;y residents,brumb7 trails tormed part
of his route through the valle;y. Se used an existing track along

the Black aange to the.~t Victoris Road, and followed this road 

.~ 
,"
'c', '.to the Caves. Tbe tinal aection ot this was a bridle trail which 

crossed over the top of the Devils Coacb Houe. and pas••d b;y tbe 
Carlotta hrcb••• " 
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ANNUAL IUBSCRIPTIONS . 

Subscriptions for the vea,. end'ng 31" Dtcembef'.1986 are now due end details of the 
membership ratlSlf. shown below. 

• 	 lingle Membership ucept IS provided 
und.r Famllv MelTl~rshlp •.00 per vear 

Famllv MHtbershlp 	 SS.OO per Vllr for one member of the famll .. • 
PLUS $2.00 per vear for each addition.I 
member of the lime immediate family 
seek Inll membership. 

Student Membership (Including Tertiary) $2.00 per 'leer • 
A FIVE YEAR Membership il offered to interelted persons. lubscription being FOUR TIMES 
the annual subscription rates. 

Please complete the form provided and send with vour remittance. 

D 

NAME ••••.•..•••••....•..•......••••••••.••••••••••••••...•••••••.. ' •.•••.......•••.•.•.•.••.....•...••..••••••..•.•••...... 

ADDRESS ........•....•......•..•.•.•......••••......•••.••••.••••••.•..•..•••.•.••.•••..•••....•..•.....•..•........... 

TVPE OF MEMBERSHIP ••••.••••.•••••••••••• _ .••••••.••••~-~-;.7.•••••••••••••• "0 POST CODE ......• « ..... 

I enclose: 	 $ .....•.•... for Annual Subscription 
/ 

$ ........... for Five Vears" Membership 


Pie.le·mlke remittance payable to J.e.H. 81 P.S. and forward to: The Membership Secretary 
. J.C.H. 81 P.S. 

29 Myatt st:a!et 
CDJrBJRN 2580 

Thil form can allo be used IS a Membership Form for new Members. 
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NEXT MEETLNG ' 

GENERAL MEETING-MONDAY 18 AUGUST 1986 
VENUE:Masoni'c Hall, 44 Beresford Road, Strathfield 

at 8.00 p.m. 

• 	 j 
Propose~ agenda includes: Revision of museUm attendant's Fees, 
Discussion with Julia Horne on JCH~PSmuseum's collection 
policy, forming a working 'party for the 1988 Sesqui-Centenary: 
of, the discovery of Jenolan Caves, slide show by Scott Melton. 

Supper: Please bring a plate with s~Dething on it. 

Enquiries: Bill Buckley (02) 76 9287 

MEETING DATES 

18 AUGUST 1986 	 SYDNEY, 
'8 NOVEMBER 1986 JENOLAN CAvEs. 
14 FEBRUARY 1987 'AGM, JENOLAN CAVES 
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REPORT FROM TIlE :MAY GENERAL MEETING 

THE 1988 SESQUI-CENTENARY OF THE DISCOVERY OF JENOLAN CAVES 

The sesoui-centenary (150 years) .was discussed and it was decided 
that a working.party (WP) of members independent of the Executive 
should be established. This will allow continuity in the planning • 
and running of the celebrations. ,It is.anticipated that there 
would be thr~e or four members on the WP. 

, 
1m t.,,},.. •.. Please, consider your interest in being on this WP with reference 

to the following point: 

Next year (1987) is the only time available to have all plans 
finalised. 

The Society,and therefore the wp. must be able to keep close 
contact with the Tourism Commission during the whole process. 

~""'P'" '-'..- , ,There"will..obviously be a-lot of work ·:involved in researching. 
planning and finally running the celebrations. 

The members of the WP must b~ prepared to meet whenever it is 
necessary to do so. .. 

The WP will be established at the General Meeting on 18 August 
to be held in Sydney. If you can't be there but want to nominate 
yourself, please do so in writing and send to M.ike Chilcott, 
21/4-8 Ball Avenue, EASTWOOD. 

So that the WP can effectively operate it must be given a 
certain amount 9f'autonomy and therefore a clear set of guidelines 
to follow. The list below is a possible starting point for such 
guidelines: 

What is to be the theme of the celebrations? ie, the discovery 
only. discovery an~ subsequent development etc. 

Will the Society attempt to run activities for members only, 
in addition to co-operative activities with the Commission? 
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Page 2 cont. 

Will we plan for several events, one big event or a combin
ation of both? 

!. 	 What other organisations should be invited to contribute 
! 	 and/or participate? Speleological societies and nearby 


historical societies come to mind. 


",. t"'''''':~1!;?:.,.c-~<.~~r~..~r~~J\o doubt- ot~er--:-,"i:ssues.,,:·p.~'ea~e~ ,:~,j;t{?r~;l1r ·~~.<;leas, 'to ~ ..+_;:.:::...,~:,paper an&,sendor bring''''·t'qem ,tothe~~August'~meet+Iig. ,< .., , ..••• 

mE AUGUST MEETING IS mE DEADLINE. WE CANNOT WAIT ANOTIIER 
150 YEARSi 

i 

I 

~"., MUSEUM'ATrENDAN'f'S' FEES:- '" " ".F 

'\ 	 Stephen Oper raised t1l.e ques~ion, ,Do~~~~~".,~~.~ ",,<!L~.~O, ~PJ)!rw"j .~>",,~, .'w 
.,..•' •."" ,-~: ONLY to' Sundays'~a:hd PillUic"Holidays?' ~ .,. . .' ....,~,. '.'. . . 

I 	 By reference to the minutes of the relevant general meeting from 

1982, the foliowing interpretation "/as accepted by the (May "86)
i 
m~eting. 

l-	 The original motion increasing fees to $20 only referred toI 	
Sundays and Public Holidays. Therefore the fee for Saturday,r 

I 	 week days and School Holidays was wlc~anged.
! 

The hours Qf duty were also subject to ~endment. For Sundays 
and PubHc Holidays Qnly" the hours are now, llam to 4pm with no 
closure for lunch, ie 5 hours. All other days remain unchanged. 

TO SUMMARISE THE PRESENT CONDITIONS 

Sunday/Public HOliday: llam to 4pm (po lunch break) ." Fee $20. 
All other days: 3 hours mini~um, $6 local member, $9 travelling 
member. It was agreed that the whole subject should be reviewed 
at;._the A,=,gus~ meeting.. , ".' : ".'-, .." .. 

! 
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Dear Members 

Renewal of 1986 membership subscriptions is coming along, but we 
are moving. int~: the. ~econd half .~f; ~l.lr' f;inan~,ial yefir.. .If a red 
cross appe,ars ill: th~ box. you ,are. s,t;Hl ~fJnancial thi:s year' 
and I, .h:0pe. !to he~r from you soon,' Details on back of newsletter~ 

/
i 

The Society would like to welcome the following new members: 
~ '~:.., : ......1~~ ...... .;;·...':~~\'-~:,~"4!"~~r~;:;.., :.:: ~ .,.~,.H'.~~:",~"", ..:'~~'. '''".:....\o..''",'zi:•.n:,f~\.''''t.> ......... ..r.' .." ...:.. ..... ~ •.~".~'-1.,/.f• ..<~_'~."'v'.":., .... n~:- .. J_ ... ~_..L_.j,., 

.;,.."~,-,,,, ".".~'~. '1~'- .,....• Mf<John Ekin"""':':,,'" "~·Beltewe,aHiff;;·';"i'<1'<"· ;:..b ;Yi: ,,,,,, •• .1 

iMr Alan Fairweather J~nolan Caves 

A PLEA FOR HELP 

~::~~".....~....... one;" Bf:"tlli;f'':act i'vf'ti~'Kthe" Soci"'ety' 'i'S""Undi!f'tak'j:n'g.' ·this"~y~ar" is~to
r. ••,<" ."" 

":. _. _... I!~~!11Q&l:1~~obj~c~s ~~:·~t:; ..~"?pe~~io~:>.~.Jt,,,~n12p:e,~:w~ul:~ !ike t~ ~e~p ~ '
• '"iT , '''n- '~"':'w:lth·Lthl's::·task;"please.·contact ::-Julla:·'Horne:'~,w-(02)-..,69'l-,.23~-9 p"op.·",. '-'-.r:, 

h- (02) 357 3357. 

Anyone requir~ng information for suitable dress for November 
Colonial Dance can also contact JUlia personally at the above 
numbers. . 

JCH&PS MUSEUM'S DRAFT COLLECTION POLICY 

Just 'because all obj ect is old does not1Jle~n it is, histo,:dca1ly . 
significant., And if ,an object is not histoz:i,caUrsignificant 
it should not be collected. The main aims of JCH&PS museUm's 
collection policy should be to ,define areas of study significant 
to the history of Jenolan Caves and create an obligation on the 
Society that it collect.objects directly relevant to those areas. 
A draft policy:has been set out and discussion is invited 
especially regarding Point 2 in which the are~s of study are 
defined - at the Society's meeting in August. \ 
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1) 	 The Society will collect, preserve, research and exhibit 
material which will enable it to illustrate and record an 
account of people and nature within Jenolan Caves Reserve. 

2) a. 	The material ;c6ilected by the Society must relate to 
those areas 'which cOlltributed·significantlyto·the 
Reserve's history. These oreas.are_natual enviTonment 
(~ith special emphasis on speleology), exploration, 
settlement, education, tourism and transportation. 

~'\'! .. ~.. ...',L.• J.";,.;.J:~,, The. Society. has. a. ~dl1tyto ..iliclude· any~Aboriginal u_,. ~ . "'''' " 
r:;} ;:.: .. , ~(".!.,\,i ",,-,·associations /~hich.-".I\lay,be,.found. :1;.0 Mveibeen'<significant" ,•... 

to the Reserv,e. . 

_Ii c. It is recognised that the Reserve is part'of a wider 
"multicultural" society. The Society has a duty not to 

:l everlook any non-Anglo Saxon aspects relevant to the areas 
! specified in Point 2a1. ~~ 

. , - • 	 .. • 1-' - .... - ., •••--::-~ "'.'" •• -, .wr~ ~ 

:J:..,.y_, ......_l),.....,....Th~"Society""wi~l~,'R:J:ovid~for_the.."prese~ation..and"conseIl'vat.:1on'''''''''" 
I .o~ ~uch ;Dlater-iah It wiP make i ~ .avai~,a~le .to .tho:e.whD 

~~~,...;~.~~:.;.".,.·~.;.W);~~~t{) .$,~~.•~I!d .§.ty.gy.<tt.:.~~le.~"s.t't~.~~"'m;1;.~~}..,~J;~~,.;fragl.~;L.ty~n·.".,-"..;.··r:
.! . .. . 	 means it is best not handled. The. So.cie.ty. .wi.U decide wbethe,.. 


the items ate so fragile that they should not be handled. 


Donations of ~elevant material from individuals and organi
sations are to be encouraged. The Society will not guar~e 
to exhibit any material accepted into the collection. 

If material. is consider-ed to be unusable because it is ~de 
the Society's area of concern or of poorer quality.than ~r 
similar material also in the collection, the Society's 
governing body can dispose of such material by exchange. li?r 
donation to other historical societies or related institutii:ms, 
or by sale to approved.buyers. Any money so obtained is ~olJe 
used to· purchase appropriate material for the collection. 

6) 	 Loans. excep~ fOT the purpose of temporary exhibitions. are 
to be discouraged. 

http:So.cie.ty
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7) 	 Collection of objects for the Society's cqll~ction may be 
done by any member of the Society or'staff'Of Jenolan'Caves 
Resort and should be recorded in the Day Book. The actual 

; 'selection and: accepta.nce· of:'obj ects' can' ':'E!e: made 'only by the 
SocietyP!s. gover?i~g body;:: ' 

8) The Society will record all objects added tQ its collections 
• ~." '_,0, _" ...)?~~I!{'.HX ~~~P..g~·ilJh app~~~Q.:<f~gist~~tion"sys~.e~~·,;,~~xe:ry'· effort.l-><~r' 
" ".~~ ~1~.~!9.. )le, lIlaae.;:~to" aquire. aH~,relevant';ihf6rmation."conc'eridrfg· . ""..," 

material at the time of its acceptance., 

NOVEMBER MEETING AND' 'DANCE 

The May meeting of the Society discussed wheth'er or not an 
ordinary meeting, of. JCH&PS \lIould be held in addition' to' the ~~Vlh'" "',1 

'" ........ ' ·~CoioniaCD8n~e. 'It 'was decided that a meeting' would be held 
',.. ..'~ "'(luring the -afternoon~ of,' the:. November' 8 and that-"this WOUld. be 

f' 11 d b th C 1 . 1 D ... b" ··E······ .••• ,~, ,",,': , .. ", , H_"'~·_ •• -.O."'L Qwe y. e 0 on1a . ancef"t at· ven1ng ..... ". ~ ,-~.'... : ..~, .•",., , 
....~. ,; ..,;)! ,~... • 

A local Dand has' been booked 'for the danc:e, . 'At -this stage manage
ment of Jenolan Caves Resort has not reached a. decision on the 
exact venue for the dance, the choices being either the Grand Arch 
or the Caves House Ballroqm. Tickets. are being..print,ed, and will be • 
available 'to"members': frl~nds~ ana gue'sts';' Caves Hou'se"Management 
will inform guests that' it is a Private f~cti.orn ,wh~ch they are 
welcome to attend and dres's' in colonial 'c'ostume~ 1f tney so 'desire . 

. The 	organising committee has booked: 

One (·1) Standard Room -'no private facilities 
Nine 	'(9) 'Budget 'Rooms' - h'O p1:-ivate facilities' 

In Caves House for Saturday.night, .8 November. If you require 
accomodation and have not yet booked or paid a, ,~~pC)sJt act~nunediately 
To obtain one or more of the above rooms contact'Caves House and ask 
for a room booked in the name of the Historical Society, indicating 
that you are a Society member. Any room on which a deposit has not 
been l"ec~ived by 'a minimum of '28' dayspr1o:f ·t'o··"the dance will be"" let . 
to the public. 
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We are fortq~ate'to be able tP-RJock boo~ once again piease.do 
not abuse 'the, facility .M3.nagement is considering allowing us a 
regular block booking (S r()Qm$) for our regula~ meeting dates. 

, . 


,
• 

',;. 

\ 

I 

http:piease.do
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the ye.r endltle It" 0-.....1986 .... now c;fue end det.n. of the 
membtnhlp r.t...... shown btlow. 

• 	 Singi. Membersh.p .xcept IS provided 

under Femily Mem~r.hlp $5.00 per veer 


• 	 F ..... ,ly MemtNrshlp $5.00 per yeer for one m.mtNr of m. family 
PLUS $2.00 per y.... for .ach lICIditlonll 
member of the lime 'mmedi.t. f.mlly 
.eek'ng membership. 

• 	 Student MemtNrshlp (Including Tertf.ryJ $2.00 per y .... , .. 
A FIVE YEAR Membership i, offered to Int.rested persons, subscription being FOUR TIMES 
the .nnual subscription retes. 

Please complete the form provided .nd ..nd with your remitt.nce. 

,...:.- " ' .. 

NAME ...................................................................................................................... 


ADDRESS .................................................................... ..: .......................................... 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP •. _ •••••._._•• _ •. _ .........._.........._ ....... POST CODE ............. 

I enclose: $ .•••••••••. for AnnUli Subscription 

$ •......•••. for Five Velrs' Membership 

Please milk. r.mittlnce p.yabl. to J.C.H. It P.s. and forward to: The Membership Secretary 
. J.e.H. It P.S. 

29 wyatt. StJ:eet 
CDJTBIlN 2580 

. 
ThiI fann can elao bt ....Membership Fann for new Membtn. 
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NEXT MEETING 

GENERU MEETING - 8 N'OVEMBER, 1986 
VE~UE: Conference Room at 2.00 pm 

C'OLONIAL DANCE, 8 NOVEMBER, 1986 
VENUE: Ballroom, Jenolan Caves House at 8.30 pm 

I . 

f , 
BUSHWALK, 9 N'OVEMBER, 1986 

at 10.00 am 

, The General Meeting will be preceeded by 
~, an 11.00 am Committee Meeting, ~, 

THE DATE 'OF THE SOCIETY' S 

ANNUAL GENEFAL MEETING IS: 


Saturday;< 15 Februat'Y, 1987, .Jenolan Caves 
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18 AUGUST, 1986 HKETDiG REPORT 

SESQUI-cEIfTEfWlY ,l 

As suggested in the last nevsletter, a working party (WP) was 
established to co-ordinate the sesqui-centenary celebrations. 
The members selected for the WP are: 

Janet Bryant 

Julia Horne 

Scott Melton 

Janet Pucci 


It was also agreed to have the President be designated as an 
ex-afficio member of the WP. The first task of the group 
will be to establish liason with the Tourism Commission. 

MUSEUM COu..ECTION POLICY 

A draft policy _was printed for discuss ion in the last news
letter. At the August meeting sever.,al~ amendments were made 
to the policy as it was discussed. Julia Horne will now 
prepare the first draft policy ~s a notice of motion to 
be dealt with at the November meeting. 

The redrafted policy is printed herein. 

~ 

.JENOLAN CAVES PLAN OF MANAGEMENT 
I:; 

Just prior to the August meeting the Society was invited to 
comment on a proposed study brief for a draft plan of manage
ment for Jenolan Caves Reserve. Due to the closing date for 

.. our submission (15 August, 1986), the President and Secretary 

. "" prepared a response on the Society's behalf. 
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cont. 
, 
The JCH&PS submission was a comprehensive review of the 
proposed study and included a rewritten study brief incorpor
ating a number of suggested changes. 

The submission was endorsed by the members at the August 
meeting. 

The . study propsed by the Tourism Commission is very compre
hensive and would result in a large collection of useful 
information. The main concerns identified in the Society's 
review are contained in the following extracts ftom the 
review: 

"The tender as proposed incorporates into the management 
plan objectives, matters which are 9~early the domain 
of future development applications and can therefore not 
be accepted as stated. The details of our objections 
are set out at the relevant section herein. 

Closely related to the above Is that fact that in several 
parts of the documen't we are' given the impression that 
if necessary, the conservation ieQuirements of the Reserve 
may have to be 'balanced' against the pressure of public 
usage. This is in dIrect contradiction of the purpose 
of the plan of management whIch is, quote: "To provide 
for the continued protectIon of the natural features and 
natural ecosystems of the Reserve." 

"The plan of management should represent & reference document 
to be used In assessing any.proposed activity within the 
Jenolan Caves Reserve. The plan would contain the results of 
an extensive environmental study to collect all available 
date on the Reserve and its resources. 

"The plan will also contain detailed assessments of the 
constraints to and controls needed for activities which may 
be proposed in developing the resources IdenU fled by the 
environmental study. 
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Cont. 

liThe plan may also identi fy areas in which existing develop
ments are inadequate or inappropriate. It may also identi fy 

"appropriate management and development options consistent with 
the stated objectives of the plan of management. 

"Under no circumstances woul~ the plan of management propose 
speci fic development activities. Such matters will be the 
subject of specific development applications. Likewise, 
slgnl flcant work programmes such as noxious plant control, etc, 
will be developed by reference to the plan of management." 

The Society has been nominated by the Tourism Commission to sit 

on the steering committee which will manage and direct the 

study. Our appreciation of this posit~on and our support for 

the Tourism Commission in preparing for a management plan have 

been. expressed in our submission. 


CAVES HOUSE CHANGING ITS COLOURS 

Following research and investigations into original paint 
colour schemes used, the repainting of Caves House has begun. 
The opinion of members at the May meeting was sought after an 
enquiry from Mr Paul Crombie, General Management of the 
Tourism Commission. It was agreed that the choice of colour 
was a matter of aesthetics and to an extent, tradition. 

The research done by Public Works indicated the original 
colours were cream with brown trimming. This colour scheme is 
the one being applied now. So be prepared when next you visit 
Jenolan, all will not seem as black and white as on your 
last visit!! 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

'Notice of motion is g~ven for a museum collection policy to 
be moved at the Society's meeting in November. The policy, 
as amended after discussion at' the Society's meeting 1n 
August, is set out below. 

1. 	 The Society will collect, preserve, research and 
exhibit material which will enable it to illustrate and 
record an account of people and nature within Jenolan 
Caves Reserve. 

2. a. The material collected by the Society must relate 
to those areas which contributed significantly to 
the Reserve's history. These areas are natural 
environment (with special emphasis on speleology), 
exploration, settlement, education, tourism and 
transportation. 

b. The Society should not overlook any Aboriginal 
associations which may be found to have been 
significant to the Reserve. 

c. 	 It is recognised that the Reserve is part of a 
wider 'mul ticul tural society. The Society 
should not overlook any non-Anglo Saxon aspects 
relevant to the areas specified in point 2a. 

3. 	 The Society will provide for the preservation and 
conservation of such material. It will make it 
available to those who wish to see and study it unless 
the material's fragility means it is best not handled. 
The Society will decide whether the ite~s ar~ so 
fragile that they should not be handled. 

4. 	 Donations of relevant material from individuals and 
organisations are to be encouraged. The Society will 
not guarantee to exhibit any material accepted into 
the collection. 
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5. 	 If material is considered to be unusuable because it is 
outside the Society's area of concern or of poorer 
quality than other similar material also in the 
collection, the Trustees o~ the Society may dispose of 
such material by exchange, by donation to other 
historical societies or related institutions, or by sale 
to approved buyers only after it has first been offered 
to the donor. Any money so obtained is to be used to 
purchase appropriate material for the collection. The 
Trustees have no power to dispose of material on loan to 
the Society. 

6. 	 Loans, except for the purpose of temporary 'exhibitions, 
are to be discouraged. 

7. 	 Collection of objects for the Society's collection may 
'be done by any member of the Society of staff of Jenolan 
Caves and should be recorded in the Day Book. The 
actual selection and acceptance of objects can be made 
o~ly be the Society's committee. 

8. 	 The Society will record all objects added to its 
collections promptly using an llpproved registration 
system. Every effort is to be made to aquire all 
relevant information concerning material at the time of 
its acceptance. 

COLONiAL DAlfCE 

On the 8th of November the Colonial Dance will be held in 
the Ballroom at Caves House. 

Please dress according to the dance title 'Colonial f • If 
you have any queries as to what is suitable, contact Julia 
Horne on (02) 357-3357. 
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cont. 

G!.lest,s qi: C:$lv~S House.. will receive: a ·small Historical Society 
card allowing them to atte~d 'th'i dance.. ~nd all members 
are asked to make a donat'ion,.,..Jo the Socie.ty to offset' the 
costs involyed. The suggested,donai:ion~ is ~5.00 for each 
adult. 

There .will be a prl.ze for the 
~; 

bes.tcolonially dressed male 
and female da~ce!s. 

The band proy:iding the music is uForah's 'Bilnd". a quite 
adaptable. well-known local ba~d. 

. . . 
On Sunday there will. b¢ a pushwalk h~aving from the Guide's 
Office at 10.On am. Please check. on> the weekend for any 
changes to:' plans. ..<: -;.. ,;. 

••.•. oOC? ••.'. 

.. ,.to 
, 

-. I"'~" 
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the ye.r ending ,1It DeclmMr..l986 .re now" due .nd det.ils of the 
nwmbenhip r.tes are shown below. 

• Single Membership except. ptcNided 
under F.milv Mem~rship SS.OO per ve.r 

• F.mlly MMnbership SS.OO per vear for 
PLUS $2.00 per 
member of the 
seeking membershi

one m
yeer 
same 
p. 

ember of the f.milv 
foreKh addition..' 

immedi.te femilv' 
. 

• Student ~bership Cincluding'r!!f'ti.ty' 12.00 per vear 

A FIVE YEAR Membership il offered to interested persons. subscription being FOUR TIMES 
the .nnu.1 subscription ratH. 

Pieest' complete the form provided andMnd with your remittance. 

o 

NAME •••..••••.•..•.•.......•.......•......••.....•......••.••••.•...•.........•................•...•..••............•...•• 

ADDRESS .......•................•....................•..•••....•...•.•....•.,.........................................., 

TVPE OF MEMBERSHIP •.•••••.•..••• _ •••.••••.•••.•...•••..•••••..•..•...•...•.. POST CODe .....••...... 

I enclos.e: $ ........... 'or Annual Subscription 

$ ........... for Five V ••,,' Memberahip 

Pluse male. remitt.nce p'v.ble to J.C.H. " P.S.•nd forwerd 10: The Membership Seer.l.ty 
J.C.H. " P.5. 
29 wyatt Street 
OOIIBDI 2580 

Thia form can allO be UIId ... Membership Form for new Members. 

http:Seer.l.ty
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NO: Sl 

VENUe: Conference"Room 
~ 
\ 

'AT 8.30 

, 1987 

f '.1 

I PRoPoSBD MEETING DATES FOR 1987/88
i 

(to be confirmed at Annual General Meeting) 

Saturday, 9 May, 1987 - Jenolan Caves 
Monday, 10 August, 1987 - Sydney 
Saturday, 14 November, 1987 - Jenolan 
Saturday, 13 February, 1988 - AGM - Jenolan 
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NOVEMBER MEETING REPORT 

Both the Committee and General meetings were well attended 
despite being held during the day on Saturday, 8 November last. 

The main items of business discussed are summarised below: 

THE 1988, SESQUI-CENTENARY 

On Thursday, 6 November last in Sydney. members of the 
Society I s working party met Iii th the General Manager of the 
Tourism Commission Mr Paul Crombie and the Manager of Jenolan 
Caves Resort, Mr Malcolm Bryan. 

The working party reported that a very worthwhile discussion 
took place. The Commission has agreed to look after the 
commercial aspects of the celebrations. In turn. the Society 
w~s asked to submit ideas tQ be researched for their commercial 
merit. The Society is still to pursue other non-commercial 
activities for the year. 

Members are once again asked to submit any suggestions you 
have to the Working Party. l.et them decide if your idea is a 
good one. It is better to be able to select ideas than to have 
to invent all of them. Send to: JCH&PS WP; c/- Julia Horne; 
S3 Grosvenor Street; WOOLAHru\ 2025. 

MUSEUM COLLECTION POLICY 

The museum collection policy motion which appeared in the last 
newsletter was adopted without amencment. It will now be 
drafted into the Society's Constitution. 

MUSEUM OPERATING COSTS 

Dimity Short (Treasurer) has compiled a listing of all stock 
sold at Jenolan through both the Museum and the Guides Office. 
The listing shows gross turnover and the actual net return has 
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yet to be calculated. When this has been done, the true cost of 
operating the Museum will be known. 

JOHN DUNKLEY I S BOOK 

The meetings were informed that the Society had written to the 
Manager at Jenolan seeking an agreement on pre-publication sales 
for the book. It was agreed that when that metter had been 
resolved, that the Society would contribute up to $1,500 towards 
the cost of publication. 

Since the meeting. the Manager has advised that pre-publication 
sales will not be possible for a number of reasons. However, a 
system nf consignment sales in lots of 200 copies with a $1 per 
copy fee to the Commission will be possible. 

John Dunkley has now arranged alternative finance for the book so 
that it can be printed. A print run of 1,000 copies is under way. 
The Society is still invited to contribute financially. The 
details of this will have to be the subject of the February meeting. 

An order form to obtain your copies of this excellent book is 
enclosed with this newsletter. Please help the Society to 
participate in this worthwhile project by purchasing copies for 
yourself and by seeking sales from interested friends. 

t ... 

COLONIAL COS11JME BALL 

The ball was clearly a resounding success. Many Society members 
and their friends attended as did guests of Caves House who came 
prepared with costumes. The standard of costume was very high 
and it was a difficult decision for' the Judges of the best dressed 
patrons. Mrs Rosemary Sinclair kindly presented the prizes to the 
winnters. Mrs Sinclair was staying at the Cave~ and is writing a 
book on the subject of traditional cooking. 
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cont. 

Raffles were held for prizes donated by Mr Heiron and these made 
a significant contribution to the cost of the evening. The 
management and staff at the Caves had made excellent preparations 
with the layout and decoration of the Ballroom. 

On Sunday morning, the Resort bus was made available to convey 
members and friends to McKeons Valley for a guided walk. Despite 
some heavy rain, the walk was very enjoyable. Our thanks to 
Ernie Holland for his assistance in arrangements for the walk. 

JENOLAN CAVES RESERVE DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Society Secretary Michael Chilcott has visited the Tourism 
Commission to discuss the present state of this matt~r. He 
was advised that the proposed Study Brief was being revised 
in the light of submissions made by various groups including 
JCH&PS. When the revision is complete, the Steering 
Committee will be convened to discuss the document before it 
is released to call tend~rs for the study. The Society will 
shortly be asked to nominate a representative to the Steering 
Committee. 

NAMING OF BINDA PLATS 

As the Society has had no response from the Office of Mr Cleary 
on this matter, a formal objection is to be sent to the 
Geographical Names Board. It was decided to raise with the 
Board the Society's concern at the lack of proper investi
gation before names are changed and/or assigned to features 
within the Reserve and Parish of Jenolan generally. 

Local people and the Society should be consulted before any 
action is taken. 
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The main issues at present are: 

TOP FARM - re-named' Binda Flats. 

INSPIRATION POINT - re-hamed Mt Inspiration Lookout 

JENOLAN CAVES RESERvE - the name 'Resort' is being useq too 
loosely. The Resort exists within the Reserve and does not 
replace it. 

BINOOMEA RIDGE - this name has been assigned to the ridge down 
which the Six Foot Track descends to the caves. It is possible 
that this is not the original name. This will be investigated 
before we co~ent. 

• •••• 000 ••... 

1987 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

In accordance with the Constitution, please ensure that 
nominations for Executive and Committee positions, signed by 
the nominee and the mover and seconder are with the Secretary 
before the AGM on 14 February, 1987. 

It is also pointed out that the restrict~on of a three year 
term does not apply. It has been revealed that the motion 
to institute that rule was never carried. The fact that this 
was not picked up at the time of the 1986 AGM demonstrates the 
importance of having the Constitution up-to-date and available 
at all times. The fact that several members were affected by 
the invalid ruling is deeply regretted. '. 

A detailed study of the minutes records is currently being 
undertaken by the President and Secretary to reveal amendments 
to the Constitution or other policy matters. 
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SESQUI-CENTENARY WRUNG GROUP 

At the last JCH&PS meeting, a. working group was established to 
develop a series of activitie's for the Society, and in 
co-operation with the NSW Tourism Cemmission, to celebrate 
the sesqui-centenary of the discovery of Jenolan Caves in 1988. 
(This also happens to be the Bicentennial Year.) 

The 	group comprises: 

Julia Horne (Convenor} 
Janet Bryant 
Scott Melton 
Janet Pucci 
President or Secretary (ex officiol 

The group has met on several occasions and has had preltminary 
discussions with the General Manager of the Tourism Commission, 
Mr Paul Crombie, during which the Commissionts support for the 
group's ideas was expressed. 

If you have thoughts on appropriate or perhaps novel way by 
which, the Society could celebrate this important event, please 
forward them to Julia Horne at: 

School of History 

University of NSW 

PO Box ~ 


KENSINGTON NSW 2033 


A full report will be presented from the group at the next 
JCH&PS meeting. At this stage, the principal activities 
are envisaged to be two pronged: 

1. 	 Two focal weeks of activitiy, one early and one later in 
1988. 

2. 	 An on-going display developed jointly by JCH&PS and the 
Commission. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

The financial year is now ending and thank you to everyone 
for their continued' interest and support for the Society. 
The half-price concession tickets have been reprinted 
and are available Qnce again. If a red cross appears in 
the box. your 1987 membership is due for renewal. Please 
assist by ensuring ~hat membership fees are paid by the 
time of the AGM. 14 February. 1987. 

The Society would like to welcome the following members: 

Miss Susan Kay - Jenolan Caves 

Mrs A. Fairweather - Jenolan Caves 

HISTORIC· POST OFFICE ENVELOPES 

On Thursday. 31 May. 1984, the Post Office at Jenolan Caves 
traded as an official P.O. fOI' the last time. The last 
envelopes to be cancelled with the distinctive Jenolan Caves 
postmark were a collection of approximately 30 envelopes for 
JCH&PS. 

The envelopes, which will become collectors~ items. have 
recently been valued by a dealer at approximately $2.00 and 
are being made availabie to JCH&PS members. 

Members interested in purchasing these envelopes (max. 3 per 
member) should express their interest to the President. 
Stephen Opper (048) 218-3333, or the Secretary. Michael .' 
Chilcott (92) 807-4017 before the AGM'on 14 February, 1987. 
Envelopes will be distributed by ballot at the AGM. 

Get in early as these will go quickl)"'!1 

..•. . 000 • ...• 
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the year ending 31 December 1981 ... now due end details of " 
membership rates .-e shown bIIow. 

• Single Memberihip except. provided 
under Famity Mem~rs,hip $5.00 per year 

• Family Membership $5.00 per year fOl' 
PLUS $2.00 per 
member of the 
iftking membeishi

one m
year 
same 
p. 

ember of the family 
for u::h lIdditionai 

immediate family' 

• Student Membership (inducting Tertiary) $2.00 per y.... 

A FIVE YEAR Membership i. offered to interested persom••ubscription being FOUR TIMES 
the annual subscription r.tes. 

Please complete the larm provided lind send with your remittlM"lCe. 

D 

NAME ••••••.••.•..•..•...••••.•..••.••••.••••..•..•••.•••••.••••••..•.••.•.•..••.•..••••.••....•••.•.••••..•••...••••..•.•• 

ADDRESS .•..•..•••••..••••..•••••••••.•.•••...•.....••..•••••••••••••••••..••••.••.•.••.•......••.••..•••.••..••••.•.•• 

TYPE OF MEMBE RSHIP ••••••••••••••_ •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. POST COOE ••.•..••.•••• 

I encl<*!: s ........... for Annual Subscription 


s ........... for Five V,.rs' Membership 


Please milk' remittance paylbl, to J.c'H. ,. P.S. and forw.-d to: The Membership Stc:rtt.ry 
. J.e.H... P.S. 

29 ~ St:%eet 
CDJrBRf 2580 

http:Stc:rtt.ry
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ORDER PORM 

"JENOLAN CAVES - As they were in the 19th Century" 
by J.R. Dunkley 

This excellent book has been written by John Dunkley. 
a Society member. The research for the book has been 
exhaustive and the results are presented in a unique 
and readable style. 

This is not a dry history text, it is a fascinating 
collection of the stories of Jenolan's visitors during 
the first 60 years after 'discovery'. The text is 
supplemented with reproductions of prints from wood 
engravings used to picture the caves before the advent 
of photography. They capture the spirit and grandeur of 
t~e caves in a way some consider superior to the camera. 

BY PURCHASING THIS BOOK YOU ARE DIRECTLY CONTRIBUTING TO 
THE PRESERVATION OF JENOLAN'S HISTORY 

Please forward .....•. copies of "Jenolan Caves - As 
they were in the 19th Century" at $7.95 each plus postage 
per copy. 

NAf.fE ...................................... , .............. . 


ADDRESS ................................................. , ................. I' 
 ....... .. 


.................. , ..... , ..... , ........................ , .
• 
POSTCODE ............. Enclosed is my cheque/money order 
for $ • being for ....... copies of the book at 
$9.95 each including postage, and made payable to 
Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society. SEND 
ORDERS TO: 

S.J. Opper 
29 Wyatt Street 

GOULBURN 2580 
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Jenolan Caves Historical 
and Preservation Society 

NEWSLETTER 

ISSN 0310-7248 

No. 52 APRIL 1987 

NEXT MEETING 


GEl'l""ERAL r·';EETING 

Saturday 16 May 1987 


VENUE: Conference Room, Jenolan Caves, 
8 30 pm 

~EETING DATES FOR 1987/88 

r'londay 10 August 1987 - Sydney 
Saturday 14 November 1987 - Jenolan Caves 
Saturday 13 February 1988 - AGI1 - Jenolan 
Saturday 14 r·1ay 1988 - Jenolan Caves 

OF l'lAJOR II'-U'ORTANCE TO ALL JCH&l'S 
r:IENBERS - Please come and help to catalogue 
the material in the JCH&PS Collection, 
10 00 am, Saturday, 16 May, 1987. 



t 4 9(,", 

Page 2 JCH:?d"S NEvlSLETTER April 1987 

1987 PRESIDENT'S. REPORT 

I begin this year's President's Report by 
thanking all those people who have contri 
buted to what has been another successful 
year for the Society. r1any individuals 
have contributed to this success but I 
especially thank r'~ichael Chilcott for his 
advice and assistance which has been 
invaluable to me and therefore to the 
Society. 
On behalf of the Society I also thank the 

Lanagement and Staff of the Tourism 

Comuission for their co-operation at both 

Depa!tmental and local levels. 

There have been a number of highlights in 

. the past year but the most significant of 
these is the Society's involvement with 
the action which will, hopefully, lead to 
the implementation of a management plan 
for the Jenolan Caves Reserve. Having had 
some feedback f:t;'om other organisations 
pursuing this matter, I can assure you 
that the Society does not have a minorit~ 
vievl. On the contrary, lIle have found that 
we are in a unique position to represent a 
broad range of interests. It is imperative 
that we remain obj~ctive and realistic in 
our submissions .and representations. Th~ 
momentum in this management issue must be 
maintained and should C0me from the support 
and interest of the membership. 
There is another f·acet to the subject of 

momentum as it applies to the Society and 

the future. It is all too easy for an 

organisation to become reliant on the 

activity and interest generated by a 
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President's Report cont'd. 
special project. After the project is 
completed the organisation may loS~ 
direction or may even be forgotten. 
As an insurance against the latter possib
ility the Society needs to create more 
physical reminders of its' existence. The 
museum concept is of course one possibility 
but we know how far off that may be. I 
believe that we must immediately act to 
expose the Society and we must dm this by 
using our o\'1n resources and skills. 
We have an archival collection, albeit 
small, and a little disorganised, but I 
suggest that within the next year we 
purchase appropriate display facilities 
and arrange to place them in public areas 
at Jenolan. The Society·s name should be 
clearly and boldly displayed and all of 
this must be of a high standard. 
The completion of John Dunkley's book and 
the publication of the proceedings of the 
fir$t ever Austr~lian Caves History Seminar 
will also IJ!ake important contributions to 
developipg the- Society's image as an active, 
professional and relevant organisation. 

r'lembers have established liaison contacts 
with the Tourism Commission as a prelude 
to the sesqui-centenary and this coming . 
year will require the interest and above all , 
the participation of many members. 
I would now like to refer back to the 1986 
AGJll; you may remember that at that time 
several members of the executive of the 
Society were affected by the application 
of a three year limit to their term of 
office. 
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President's Report cont'd. 
Subsequent detailed study of the Society's
minutes to bring the Constitution up-to
date revealed that the three year term 
limit was not adopted as a constitutional 
amendment. I have since made clear my 
regret at this error. 
At the time that action was taken it was 
not simply because it was thought that a 
rule existed. I believed, as did others, 
that all office holders should be prepared 
to place a limit on hmv long they stay in 
one position. 
It is essential that nevi ideas and methods 
be fntroduced if an organisation is to 
avoid becoming stale and' dominated by a 
small group of individuals, no matter how 
well intentioned they may be. 

The existence of a hard and fast rule 
limiting term$ of office should not be 
necessary and may even be detrimental in 
some circumstances. 
For all of the foregoing reasons, I and 
other members of the current executive 
wish to introduce by example, the conven
tion of a self-imppsed three year limit 
to terms of office in this Society. ,For~ 
this convention to be effective all members 
must be aware of it, hence its inclusion in 
my report. It will also require the res
ponsible action ,of members, particularly 
those holding office, in ensuring that 
other members are prepared for the time 
when changes in office should take place~ 
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kresident's Report cont'd. 
In closing I would lik~ to thank you all 
on behalf of the executive for your support
and co-operation and I commend this 
convention to you. 
Thank you, Steve Opper. 

OFFICE BEARERS 1987/88 

President: ~s Julia Horne 
Vice I'resident: Hr Steven Opper 

l!lr Doug Short 
Secretary: J·lr Fhillip 1'1aguire 
Membership Secretary: Nr Scott l'lelton 
Research Officer: r':rs Janet Pucci 
Treasurer : l~r s Dimity Short 
Curator: l'';r John Dunkley 

I·1r Ernst Holland 
Assistant Treasurer: }j,r Robert Lindsay 
Assistant Secretary: Hr Derek Elmes 
Committee Nembers: ~r Michael Chilcott 

Mrs Cathie ~raheim, Mr Peter Culley

I'-lr Sean 0' Gorman, r-1r parry Richard s 

Mrs r·:aureen Sullivan, 

Mrs Therese Opper. 


Thankyou to all retiring Committee Members 
on behalf ~f the Society Membership_ 
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

The 'membership of the Society is now 146. 
This includes 76 family members, 64 single 
members, 2 students, 3 special life hon
orary members and our patron, Mr Harold 
Coates. We gained' 13 new members this 
year. There were 27 lapsed memberBhips.
Overall, we ~ad a decrease of 14 members 
for 1986. Of 146 members, 117 are finan
cial for the current year. If a cross 
appears in the bOX, your are still un
financial. 

Many thanks to our financial members.' I 
would also like to thank the outgoing
Committee and extend a welcome to the new 
!>1embership Secretary. 
TOpper, outgoing l"lembership Secretary 

'.! E L COM E to our NEvi I'1ENBERS 

,Niss Amanda Copas Auburn 
~ass Sue Edwards Jenolan Cav~s 
Mr Derek Elmes Jenolan Caves 
Miss Debbie Connolly Jenolan Caves 
Hr Antony Hardy Jenolan Caves 

';:'\ 

}\lr &l'''lrs B Brown }\ledlow Bath 

VALE 
Mr Ronald Forster passed away on July 7, 
1986, he had been a member of the Society
since February 1984. We extend our sympathy 
to his wife Olive, who is also a member· of 
the Society 
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The following article has been taken from 
ALAN BRO",iN I S HISTORICAL NOT:t:S, published
weekly in the OBEil.ON REVIE1.'I! 

1he ro~lowing brief article appeared in 
IlThe Sunil many years ago, and may amuse 
readers interested in the earlier years of 
Jepolan Caves history:
nI'lention of George 'diburd, t~e old-time 
champion cyclist, and his brother Voss, who 
was head guide at the Jenolan Caves for so 
long, recalls incidents which will be 
remembered by many who have in ~he past 
visited this renowned feature. 
Voss ~iburd knew the caves as well as a~yone 
perhaps with the exception of Mr Trickett, 
the GovernmentGeologist of t~e period who 
did a great deal of devoted work in con
nection with them. 
Wiburd was the discoverer of some of the 
caves and "was an enthusiast in urging t!:",eir 
development and improvement. t' 

Sorry ihat I have insufficient space to 
finish the article, don't misnlace this 
Newsletter, read it again and complete the 
article in our July Newsletter, Cathie. 

CLOSING DATE for July NevJsletter 13 June 1q87 

STOP PRESS 'y'lelcome to ne1iJ members - Viss 
Colleep Boyd ahd Y':rs Anne 'dillis 

http:OBEil.ON
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the year ending 31/12/87 
are now due and details of the membership 
rates are shown below. 

• 	 SINGLE r-'i.i:r-:BERSHIP, Except as provided 
under Family I·!embership ~ f,5 00 Yearly 

FAr'lILY Ei:':f:rBEHSHIP - .$5 00 per year for 
one member of the family priUS $2 00 
per year for each additional member of 
the same immediate family seeking 
membership. 

STUDENT EEfr.BERSHIF'(~ncluding Tertiary) 
$2 00 per year 

A FIVE YEAR f1embership is offered to 
interested persons, subscription being 
FOUR TIlViES the annual subscription. rates. 

Please complete the form provided and 
send with your remittance. 

-----------~---~----------------------------------------
., 

NAl'lE POST CODE 
ADDRESS 
TYPE OF NDjBERSHIP-
I enclose: $ for Annual Subscrip~ion 

$ for 5 yrs 1'-1e11lbership 
Please make payable to JCW?cPS and forward 
to: The Membership Secretary 

JCE&PS 
107. Killarney Avenue D
BLACKTOWN NSW 2148 
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NEXT MEETING 


GEl'l""ERAL r·';EETING 

Saturday 16 May 1987 


VENUE: Conference Room, Jenolan Caves, 
8 30 pm 

~EETING DATES FOR 1987/88 

r'londay 10 August 1987 - Sydney 
Saturday 14 November 1987 - Jenolan Caves 
Saturday 13 February 1988 - AGI1 - Jenolan 
Saturday 14 r·1ay 1988 - Jenolan Caves 

OF l'lAJOR II'-U'ORTANCE TO ALL JCH&l'S 
r:IENBERS - Please come and help to catalogue 
the material in the JCH&PS Collection, 
10 00 am, Saturday, 16 May, 1987. 
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1987 PRESIDENT'S. REPORT 

I begin this year's President's Report by 
thanking all those people who have contri 
buted to what has been another successful 
year for the Society. r1any individuals 
have contributed to this success but I 
especially thank r'~ichael Chilcott for his 
advice and assistance which has been 
invaluable to me and therefore to the 
Society. 
On behalf of the Society I also thank the 

Lanagement and Staff of the Tourism 

Comuission for their co-operation at both 

Depa!tmental and local levels. 

There have been a number of highlights in 

. the past year but the most significant of 
these is the Society's involvement with 
the action which will, hopefully, lead to 
the implementation of a management plan 
for the Jenolan Caves Reserve. Having had 
some feedback f:t;'om other organisations 
pursuing this matter, I can assure you 
that the Society does not have a minorit~ 
vievl. On the contrary, lIle have found that 
we are in a unique position to represent a 
broad range of interests. It is imperative 
that we remain obj~ctive and realistic in 
our submissions .and representations. Th~ 
momentum in this management issue must be 
maintained and should C0me from the support 
and interest of the membership. 
There is another f·acet to the subject of 

momentum as it applies to the Society and 

the future. It is all too easy for an 

organisation to become reliant on the 

activity and interest generated by a 
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President's Report cont'd. 
special project. After the project is 
completed the organisation may loS~ 
direction or may even be forgotten. 
As an insurance against the latter possib
ility the Society needs to create more 
physical reminders of its' existence. The 
museum concept is of course one possibility 
but we know how far off that may be. I 
believe that we must immediately act to 
expose the Society and we must dm this by 
using our o\'1n resources and skills. 
We have an archival collection, albeit 
small, and a little disorganised, but I 
suggest that within the next year we 
purchase appropriate display facilities 
and arrange to place them in public areas 
at Jenolan. The Society·s name should be 
clearly and boldly displayed and all of 
this must be of a high standard. 
The completion of John Dunkley's book and 
the publication of the proceedings of the 
fir$t ever Austr~lian Caves History Seminar 
will also IJ!ake important contributions to 
developipg the- Society's image as an active, 
professional and relevant organisation. 

r'lembers have established liaison contacts 
with the Tourism Commission as a prelude 
to the sesqui-centenary and this coming . 
year will require the interest and above all , 
the participation of many members. 
I would now like to refer back to the 1986 
AGJll; you may remember that at that time 
several members of the executive of the 
Society were affected by the application 
of a three year limit to their term of 
office. 
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President's Report cont'd. 
Subsequent detailed study of the Society's
minutes to bring the Constitution up-to
date revealed that the three year term 
limit was not adopted as a constitutional 
amendment. I have since made clear my 
regret at this error. 
At the time that action was taken it was 
not simply because it was thought that a 
rule existed. I believed, as did others, 
that all office holders should be prepared 
to place a limit on hmv long they stay in 
one position. 
It is essential that nevi ideas and methods 
be fntroduced if an organisation is to 
avoid becoming stale and' dominated by a 
small group of individuals, no matter how 
well intentioned they may be. 

The existence of a hard and fast rule 
limiting term$ of office should not be 
necessary and may even be detrimental in 
some circumstances. 
For all of the foregoing reasons, I and 
other members of the current executive 
wish to introduce by example, the conven
tion of a self-imppsed three year limit 
to terms of office in this Society. ,For~ 
this convention to be effective all members 
must be aware of it, hence its inclusion in 
my report. It will also require the res
ponsible action ,of members, particularly 
those holding office, in ensuring that 
other members are prepared for the time 
when changes in office should take place~ 
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kresident's Report cont'd. 
In closing I would lik~ to thank you all 
on behalf of the executive for your support
and co-operation and I commend this 
convention to you. 
Thank you, Steve Opper. 

OFFICE BEARERS 1987/88 

President: ~s Julia Horne 
Vice I'resident: Hr Steven Opper 

l!lr Doug Short 
Secretary: J·lr Fhillip 1'1aguire 
Membership Secretary: Nr Scott l'lelton 
Research Officer: r':rs Janet Pucci 
Treasurer : l~r s Dimity Short 
Curator: l'';r John Dunkley 

I·1r Ernst Holland 
Assistant Treasurer: }j,r Robert Lindsay 
Assistant Secretary: Hr Derek Elmes 
Committee Nembers: ~r Michael Chilcott 

Mrs Cathie ~raheim, Mr Peter Culley

I'-lr Sean 0' Gorman, r-1r parry Richard s 

Mrs r·:aureen Sullivan, 

Mrs Therese Opper. 


Thankyou to all retiring Committee Members 
on behalf ~f the Society Membership_ 



__ .. - -__.!Io_.;_

Page 6 JCH&PS l'4""E\vSLETTER April 1987 
.. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

The 'membership of the Society is now 146. 
This includes 76 family members, 64 single 
members, 2 students, 3 special life hon
orary members and our patron, Mr Harold 
Coates. We gained' 13 new members this 
year. There were 27 lapsed memberBhips.
Overall, we ~ad a decrease of 14 members 
for 1986. Of 146 members, 117 are finan
cial for the current year. If a cross 
appears in the bOX, your are still un
financial. 

Many thanks to our financial members.' I 
would also like to thank the outgoing
Committee and extend a welcome to the new 
!>1embership Secretary. 
TOpper, outgoing l"lembership Secretary 

'.! E L COM E to our NEvi I'1ENBERS 

,Niss Amanda Copas Auburn 
~ass Sue Edwards Jenolan Cav~s 
Mr Derek Elmes Jenolan Caves 
Miss Debbie Connolly Jenolan Caves 
Hr Antony Hardy Jenolan Caves 

';:'\ 

}\lr &l'''lrs B Brown }\ledlow Bath 

VALE 
Mr Ronald Forster passed away on July 7, 
1986, he had been a member of the Society
since February 1984. We extend our sympathy 
to his wife Olive, who is also a member· of 
the Society 
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The following article has been taken from 
ALAN BRO",iN I S HISTORICAL NOT:t:S, published
weekly in the OBEil.ON REVIE1.'I! 

1he ro~lowing brief article appeared in 
IlThe Sunil many years ago, and may amuse 
readers interested in the earlier years of 
Jepolan Caves history:
nI'lention of George 'diburd, t~e old-time 
champion cyclist, and his brother Voss, who 
was head guide at the Jenolan Caves for so 
long, recalls incidents which will be 
remembered by many who have in ~he past 
visited this renowned feature. 
Voss ~iburd knew the caves as well as a~yone 
perhaps with the exception of Mr Trickett, 
the GovernmentGeologist of t~e period who 
did a great deal of devoted work in con
nection with them. 
Wiburd was the discoverer of some of the 
caves and "was an enthusiast in urging t!:",eir 
development and improvement. t' 

Sorry ihat I have insufficient space to 
finish the article, don't misnlace this 
Newsletter, read it again and complete the 
article in our July Newsletter, Cathie. 

CLOSING DATE for July NevJsletter 13 June 1q87 

STOP PRESS 'y'lelcome to ne1iJ members - Viss 
Colleep Boyd ahd Y':rs Anne 'dillis 

http:OBEil.ON
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the year ending 31/12/87 
are now due and details of the membership 
rates are shown below. 

• 	 SINGLE r-'i.i:r-:BERSHIP, Except as provided 
under Family I·!embership ~ f,5 00 Yearly 

FAr'lILY Ei:':f:rBEHSHIP - .$5 00 per year for 
one member of the family priUS $2 00 
per year for each additional member of 
the same immediate family seeking 
membership. 

STUDENT EEfr.BERSHIF'(~ncluding Tertiary) 
$2 00 per year 

A FIVE YEAR f1embership is offered to 
interested persons, subscription being 
FOUR TIlViES the annual subscription. rates. 

Please complete the form provided and 
send with your remittance. 

-----------~---~----------------------------------------
., 

NAl'lE POST CODE 
ADDRESS 
TYPE OF NDjBERSHIP-
I enclose: $ for Annual Subscrip~ion 

$ for 5 yrs 1'-1e11lbership 
Please make payable to JCW?cPS and forward 
to: The Membership Secretary 

JCE&PS 
107. Killarney Avenue D
BLACKTOWN NSW 2148 
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NEX'l' ffJEETING 

GENERAL HEETING 

Saturday 14 :November 1987 

JENOLAN CAVES HOUSE 
8 30pm 

Details of afternoon activities included 
later in this newsletter. 

N~E'rING DA'I'ES peR 1987/88 

oaturday 20 February 1988 - AGH - jenolan 
Saturday 14 i·jay 1988 - Jenolan Caves 

ALL 	tJiEt·IBEH.S PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE OF 
1988 ANNUAL GENERAL f1EETING! 



-V' •• __ -........-......_--.--_--...-__..-----,~__ 


---------------~--

l:'age 2 JCH&l'S :NE':jSLETTER._<?9.Tg~~.1 ~87 

Jenolan Caves Plan-of Management 
A committee has been formed consisting of the man
ager of jenolan Caves Resort and representatives from 
Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society, The 
National Trust (NSW), Australian Speleological Federa
tion, Department of Lands, Department of Environ
ment and Planning, Public Works Department (Gov
ernment Architects) and the Tourism Commission. The 
committee was established to determine guidelines for 
the environmental consultant chosen by the commit
tee, The committee agrees that 'with the recent devel
opments on the Reserve and increasing levels of visi
tation, questions have arisen regarding the capacity of 
the reserve and the Caves system to accommodate 
these pressures'. It recognises that · the recreationall 
tourist value of the Reserve is dependent on the con
servation of the natural attributes of the Reserve', The 
successful tender is the Consulting Planner's, Cameron 
McNamara These planners are required to provide 
guidelines for the 'conservation and management of 
the jenolan Caves Reserve', 

" ,~j §' ~,','w~;, .) ..'· 

A Snippet of History 
Lynch says Mr Jerry Wilson is wrong in thinking the 

natives did not know or enter the Jenolan Caves. The 

old natives knew the caves, They penetrated them as 

far as the subterranean water, carrying in sick people 

to be bathed in this water, which they believed to 

have great curative powers. Sick people were carried 

there from considerable distance. 

Reprinted from "Round About the Mountains" Sydney 


Mail 12 Dec 1896. Contributed by jCH&PS member Jim 

Smith from Wentworth Falls, 
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A very warm \velcome is extended to all of 
our NK;J t::EHBER3 

CamperdovmHr Gl Nicholls 
Camperdm·mNiss J Kelly 

r'''ir ,:~ t:lrs 13 Knox ~)even Hills 

Janet Doherty izabeth Bay 

J,':ary Grar.1es zabeth Bay 

Hugh f';acken izabeth I3ay 

Caves Inspections 

Guided tours of Elder and Glass Caves will be con

ducted for JCH&PS members on Saturday 14 Novem

ber (the day of the next JCH&PS meeting). Any mem

bers interested in bruised knees, muddy clothes and 

lots of fun should meet outside the Guides Office at 

11 am or Zpm. e~ CA.\.II. wl\\ be. \iM'~d. ~ \0 ~ft£ . 

dlOthe;' . i!lippet of story 

":;alloles and magnesium flares '::ere 
by electriclight in 1887; first by b ery 
operation and then by water-powered turbines 
driving generators - 100 years ago this year. 
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Jenolan Caves Sesqui-Centenary Celebrations 
The Tourism Commission has incorporated some of 
JCH&PS proposals into its program of events for Jeno
Ian Caves Sesqui-centenary in 1988. The program is 
reprinted below and we would be interested in learn
ing of your responses to the program. 

'James Mckeown will open and introduce all activities 
throughout the year, starting with him introducing the 
New Year's fireworks and barbeque which is held 
annually in the Grand Arch. It is proposed that Jere
miah Wilson do personal inspections each pro
grammed weekend at $20 a head. 
Jan 16-17' Fireworks and barbeque in the, Grand Arch 
Feb 13-14: Caving techniques demonstrated, abseiling, 
single rope techniques etc, to be held in the Devil's 
Coachhouse. . 
March 12-13: Memorabilia weekend .. exhibition to be 
held in Caves House. 
Apri I 16-17: A weekend of specialised cave inspec
tions. The inspections would be historically orientated; 
for example candlelight inspections, old way into the 
Baal, discovery of Lucas Cave etc. 
May 21 -22: Two novel means of transport to Jenolan 
will be offered for arrival at Jenoian on Saturday af
ternoon: steam train from Sydn~y to Mount Victoria, 
then coaches (possibly vintage cars) to Jenolan; six 
foot track bush walk/camp leaving Katoomba on 
Thursday. There will be a black tie Dinner and Dance 
at Caves House with music by a string quartet. On 
Sunday morning - a musical concert in Lucas Cave. 



I 

June r8~ J9: An introduction of the guides jeremiah 
Wilson, Fred Wilson, james Wiburd, Robert Bailey and 
jack Edwards. These guides would give a talk about 
their lives on Saturday afternoon with slides of the 
caves they discovered. On Sunday, there will be spe
cialised inspections by these guides for up to ten 
people. 
July 16-) Z. Special black tie Christmas dinner fol
lowed the next morning by an interdenominational 
church service in the cathedral Cave. 
Aug J3- J4: Re-enactments of troopers capturing 

\ 	
james Mckeown in the Grand Arch, the proclamation 
and discovery. 
Sept 17- J8: A series of walks around jenolan, showing 
the way in by Mckeown's Valley, relating the history 
of the caves and Caves House. 
Oct 15-1 6: A weekend of historiCal cave inspections 
jersey, Alladin, Elder, Red and White Temples, Wilkin
son Branch. . 
Noy 26-27: Transport as for the May weekend but a 
barbeque and dance in the Grand Arch. 
Dec 17-]8: A weekend of spefeological history 
throughout the world with continuous sUde shows in 
the conference centre, equipment displays and 
children's participation exercises in the Devil's 
Coachhouse . 

.i'lease r.mke all, perf;onal arrangements early 
so as to avoid any disappointment at a 
later date. 
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The following list of items offered for sale by 
JCH&PS has been carpiled by Robert Lindsay, 
Assistant Treasurer, and anyone wishing to purchase 
any of theSE? items may contact Robert at the Guides 
Office, Jenolan Caves, 2790. 

ITEM PRICE 

Badges (JCH&PS) $], 00 

Postcards (Historical) 
Individual (6) $0 50.each 
Full set of 6 $2 50' set 

Warren Targett Cassettes $10 00 

Books 
Funnel Web Spider $1 50 

MaIrm::>th Cave $7 00 

Northern LiIrestone $'7 00 

Discover Naracoorte Caves $3 00 

Cave Diving in Australia $7 50 

HistoJ:Yof the Six Foot Track$12 95 

Helictite/Cave HistoJ:Y $7 95 

Maps 
Trickett Maps of Cave System $0 50 

Touring Maps (QIIA) at $1 00 each, titles available 
are: Golden West, Snowy/Canberra, Holiday Coast/ 
New England, North-W'est COtUltJ:Y. 

Topographic Maps (QIIA) at $4 00 each, titles 
available are: Jenolan, Edith, Oberon, Katoomba, 
Bindook, Mount Wilson, Yerranderie, Bimlow, Hampton, 
Shooters Hill, Kanangra, Burragorang,Nattai • 
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Saleable items cont'd 
r, \I"" _ ~ '~ .",' ... v ~ 

Map of :the' Colony dfNSW, .Drawn by S,;:t Thanas 
MitchelJ,1834 ~ $1 50 

.Map Sf DisCoveries in AUstralia by .1" A.rrCMsm,ith, 
1834 '- $150 ~ ..~ ~ c 

J?l@. of :the.Ti::'1wl:rO:e sydney by Jqmes; Meehan,1807-$i 50 

Corrrnerr6rative ,Enve lopes 
$2 00 eachLasto:eficiaidayof the Post Office 

" 
centenary of naming of Jenolan $2 00 each 

John Dunkley's Book'$8 GO ? rle~se check 
i 

b VIith ltobert before ord,er.i;rus o 

" 

1 
- .... 

Ar'4icle s for the NewsTetter are invited 
and encouraged. }.:aterial for each edition 
is due within one, calender month of the 
previous' me~'ting~ ." or" 

Any memberswishine; to 'centribute should 
forward material to: 

Cathie Draheim 
1.5?S.impson Street 
rnTlj'l:lfm 1"1' (" , 2r'1,~'O
.L.. • . .L .' cdJ ( c:. 

Ii' there" s ,sornething you ",[ant to, talk about, 
telephone 069 473757. 



JEN)IAN 	 CAVES HIS'IORICAL AND PRESERVATION' 

SO::;IE'IY - MEMBERSHIP FORM 

This fonn is suitable for membership renewals and 
new memberships - ~hy n9t share it with a friend? 

* Single membership 	 $5 00 per year 

* 	 Family Membership $5 00 per year for one 
member of the family PLUS 
$2 00 per year for each 
additional m=mber of the 
same irrmediate family 
seeking membership 

..* 	 Student Membership $2 00 per year 
(inc Tertiary) 

Please cc:mplete the fonn provided and send with 
your remittance. 

NAME ............................................ 

ADDRESS ......................................... 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP ••••••••••••••POST CODE 

I enclose $ •.•.•.. for Annual SUbscription 

$ ..•••.. 	for Five Year Membership 
being four times the annual 
rate 

Please make remittance payable to JO!&PS and 
forward to The Membership Secretary D 

JO!&PS 
107 Killarney Avenue 
BIAcmDWN NSW 2148 
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ANNUALGE~ERAL MEETING 


followed by 


GENERAL MEETING 


Saturday 20 February 1988 

JENOLAN CAVES HOUSE 
8 30pm 

Please consider your nominations for office 
bearers in advance of the meeting. 

MEETING DATES FOR 1988 

Saturday 14 May 1988 - Jenolan Caves 

August &.Nonmber meeting dates will be 
determined at the AGM. 
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JCH&PS MEETING REPORT 

The third JCH&PS meeting for 1987 was held 
at Jenolan Oaves on Saturday evening, the 
14 November. The following pOints may be 
of 	interest to many of you: 

• 	 JCH&P$ will reprint 500 copies of 
"Steam Oleaning of the Orient Oave", 
which will sell for ~2 each. 

• 	 Two display cases - which will be 
located in Oaves House and exhibit 
objects from the Society's collection 
have been appropriately modified. 
A motion was carried that due to Jenolan's• 
sesquicentenary next year, the 1988 August 
JOH&PS meeting, usually conducted in 
Sydney, be held at Jenolan Oaves. 

• 	 The Society received a letter requesting
information about Harry Smith, the first 
Manager of Oaves House. Would anyone 
who has some information about Smith 
please send it to Julia Horne, who will 
pass it on to the enquirer. 

The meeting spent some time considering and 
discussing two major matters facing the 
Society at present. 

Draft Plan of Management
As explained in the 'last newsletter, JOH&PS 
is represented on the steering committee to 
choose a consultant to prepare a draft plan
of management for Jenolan Oaves Reserve and 
to implement the plan once it emerges.
Oameron McNamara, the consultants chosen to 
prepare such a plan, have been seeking
information from groups connected with the 
Oaves. JCH&PS, or specifically, Steve Opper 
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(who is now the JCH&PS repres~ntative on 
the steering committee, replacing Michael 
Chilcott after his swift departure for 
Switzerland) prepared a detailed report on 
the areas of concern which JCH&PS have 
stressed since it first called for a plan
of management ~n 1984. One of the major 
areas disQussed in the submission was the 
destruction of the natural surface environ
meQt by the invasion of exotic weeds. To 
this end, Steve Opper will accompany a 
representative from Cameron McNamara on a 
tour around the Reserve, pointing out the 
areas where damage has already occurred or 
is likely to occur in the future. 

John Dunkley, who is a subconsultant for 
Cameron McNamara, addressed the meeting-on
issues specificallY'relat_d to the manage
ment of the caves in the Reserve. For 
example, consideration needs to be given to 
such matters as to what extent "historical"
signatur~s in caves are worthy of protection;
whether caves are significant because of 
their historical or legendary associations; 
and to what extent ,is "restoration" appro
priate, an example being the suggestion that 
the stream through the Grand Arch eventually
be re-routed doWQ its (apparently) original 
route through Flitch of Bacon Cave? Those 
JOH&PS members who spoke felt that 
"restoration" needs to be considered very
carefully in each individual case, to prevent 
a situation where things are restored to 
their "original" condition, raising unanswer
able questions of what is "original". Given 
the Caves were once under water, is that 
what they should be restored to? 

continued on insert to this newslet~er 
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continued from page 3 

Sue Edwards fro~ the Society suggested that 
regarding the IIhistorical ll signatures, those 
in public view such as in the Grand Arch 
should be removed to discourage people
writing on the walls but that those "hidden" 
in caves, where the temptation to lIadd ll to 
the collec~ion of signatures is much more 
controlled, should not be removed. She 
added that whatever the decision, a 
photographic record of all these signatures
should be compiled now. 

Once the draft plan of management is complete,
it will be displayed for public comment for 
a period of time. We would encourage all 
members to think about the issues raised 
above (and any others) and to forward any
ideas to Steve Opper, 29 Wyatt St, Goulburn, 
or Julia Horne, 9/3 Onslow Ave, Elizabeth 
Bay, 2011. 

Sesquicentenary of JenolanCaves 
The last newsletter o~tlined eveqts for 
next year's sesquicentennial celebrations. 
Volunteers are being sought to help with 
some of the activities. For those who did 
not attend the meet~ng but who would like 
to help, please contact Julia Horne. 
Volunteers are needed to help mount·an 
exhibition for the weekend in March (the
exhibition will probably continue throughout
the year in the Resource Centre); volunteers 
are also needed to present themselves as 
different "historic" guides for cave 
inspections to be conducted throughout the 
year. 
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The meeting concluded with a round of applause
for Peter Culley and steve Opper who during
the day had conducted inspections of t~e 
Elder and Glass Caves. . 

WELCOME TOOU~ NEW MEMBER 

Paul Duff - Berowra Heights 

May I draw your attention to the fact that 
we have entered a new financial year of the 
Society. Your 1987 membership expired on 
the 31 December 1987, the current year is 
payable now for 1 January 1988 until 
31 December 1988. 

Some of us are embarrassed if we ask for 
money, so please make the job of the 'executive 
a little easier and pay before the ~GM on 
20 February 1988. Unfinancial members are 
unable to vote or become office bearers at 
the AGM or any other meeting. 

If you are unsure when your membership
expires just contact Scott Melton~ 02 6220920, 
107 Killarney Avenue, Blacktown, ~148. 

You are definately unfinancial if a red cross 
appears on the back of your newsletter. 
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Although the following article has nothing 
to do specifically with Jenolan Caves, it 
was thought that it may be of general 
interest to the readers of this newsletter. 

It is reprinted from the IITUMUT & ADELONG 
TIMES", ~uesday, November 10, 1987. 

"AROUND THE PARK 

HUTS IN KOSCIUSKO NATIONAL PARK 
(By J~et Mackay) 

Some two hundred huts and homesteads exist 
within Kosciusko National Park representing 
a history of stoc.kmen, previous residents, 
miners, the Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric
scheme, skiers and a nUmber of other users. 

Management of huts in the park is the res
ponsibility of the NPWS but, to a large 
extent, the maintenance of the buildings
is undertaken by the Kosciusko Ruts 
Association and a series of voluntary
caretaker groups. 

In this article we would like to tell you 
a little about the huts and the management
problems associated with them. Perhaps we 
can explain why some are in better con
dition than others, and dispel1 the myth
that 'hundreds' of huts have been pulled 
down. 

Unlike countries such as New Zealand and 
Norway, huts within Kosciusko have not
been established specifically for the 
visitor. Rather, most have been built 
for some other use, to shelter workers 
constructing roads and dams "as part of 
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the Snowy scheme, or to provide summer 
homes for tbe stockme~ wbo brougbt cattle 
into tbe high country for tbe summer 
montbs. Tbe buts and tbe areas around 
them today provide, not only a sbelter 
for people walking, skiing, borseriding 
or driving in tbe park, but an insigbt
into' bow tbe previous owners lived. 

Oldfields Hut sbeltered under tbe ranges
bounding the ACT and NSW is accessible by
foot, horse or in a good year, skis. It 
provides a classic example of an old 
stockman's hut. It is easy to relate to 
tbe lifestyle of tbe cattlemen when you
spend some time in this area. On the other 
band Four Mile but in the Kiandra area 
lends itself to imagining life as a 
goldminer. 

With tbe obviou~ age of many of tbe.buts, 
and tbe severe climatic conditions in which 
tbey are located, deterioration of the 
~aterials of which they are constructed is 
a serious threat. To lose tbese structures 
would be a loss of part of the culture of 
the Snowy Mountains. 

Through the combined but limited resources 
of tbe NPWS, KHA and the caretaker groups 
many of tbe huts are receiving the main
tenance, and some are being restored. 
Recent examples of but restoration works 
include Oldfields, Cascades and tqe Tin 
Mines complex. All these works are guided
by management briefs whic~ incorporate 
guidelines to retain the historic qualities
of the particular building. 
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Historic buildings will not be replicated 
or copied, as this would suggest the 
building was original. Where useable 
materials from the old building remain 
they may be used in conjunction with the 
new materials of a similar type. ~ll new 
materials are recorded as such in the 
management briefs. Coolamine Homestead 
is a 'classic example of such a restoration 
where existing materials have been sup
plemented by new timber etc., using-the
old carpentry skills to ensure similar 
fabric and construction techniques. In 
new timbers in those buildings you will 
find the year of replacement branded into 
the timber. 

The KHA and caretaker groups carry out 
work on many of the huts, but it is easy
for any visitor to assist with the upkeep 
ot any of the huts they visit. Leaving
the hut clean and tidy is essential even 
if the last party lett the ~ess. Any
garbage should be taken out, and should 
you have the time, dig out the excess ash 
from the fireplace to assist in the etf
iciency ot the hearth. It is critical to 
ensure that the tire is completely out 
before you leave as the old buildings are 
quick to catch alight. If the hut is 
equipped with a pit toilet, use it. If 
not, please make sure you dig a hole for 
the purpose. Firewood should be collected 
from an area some distance from the hut, 
and of course, dead timber only,. Respect
barriers, signs $Dd fences where they are 
installed, and if you want further infor
mation as to why an area may be closed to 
vehicles, contact any park office. There 
is always a good reason. 
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In the past five years five huts have been 
removed or destroyed in certain circum
stances. Fire has been the accidental 
cause of destruction of a couple of huts, 
whilst others have been removed for reasons 

I 	 related to the NPWS objectives of conserv
ation. Albina hut is one such example.~ 	 Located in the fragile alpine are close to 
Mount Kosciusko. and directly adjacent to 
the glacial Lake Albina, the pollution
associated with the large number of visitors 
to the hut was severely compromising values 
of this area. With Seamans hut close by and 
available for shelter, the decision was 
taken to remove Albina hut. Decisions such 
as this are not taken lightly, and involve 
public consultation. 

There is a wealth of history to be learned 
from the old huts and homesteads of Kosciusko 
National Park, and much has been written 
about them. Should you wish to learn more 
or to assist with the maintenance of any 
structures, contact your nearest park office 
for further details. 1I 

§ § § § § 

Material for the newsletter may be forwarded 
to JCH&PS Newsletter Editor, Jenolan Caves, 
NSW 2790, or to Cathie Draheim 

157 Simpson Street 
TUMUT NSW 2720 

Telephone 069 473757 

any material will be forwarded then to the 
new editor for 1988/89. 

http:details.1I
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JENJIAN 	 CAVES HIS'roRICAL AND PRESERVATION 

SO:IETY - MEMBERSHIP FORM 

This form is suitable for membership renewals and 
new memberships - why not share it with a friend? 

* Single membership 	 $5 00 per year 

* 	 Family Membership $500 per year for one 
member of the family PLUS 
$2 00 per year for each 
additional member of the 
same .i.nn'ediate fami ly 
seeking membership_ 

* 	Student Membership $2 00 per year 
(inc Tertiary) 

Please co:nplete the form provided and send with 
your remittance. 

-----------~-------.-----------------------------

~ ............................................ 

ADDRESS ......................................... 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP ••••••••••••••roST roDE 

I enclose $ ••••••• for Annual Subscription 

$ ••••••• 	for Five Year Membership 
being four times the annual 
rate 

Please make remittance payable to JOI8cPS and 
forward to The Membership Secretary D 

JOI&PS 
107 Killarney Avenue 
BLACK'IONN NSW 2148 



Jenolaa Caves Historical 
aad ,Preservation .Societ~ 

NEWSLETTER 

ISSN 0310-7248 

No 56 APRIL 1988 


NEXT MEETING 

14 May 1988 

JENOLAN CA~S HOUSE 
8 30pm 

MEETING DATES FOR 1988 

Saturday 13 August 1988 - Jenolan Caves 

SaturdaY 26 November 1988 - Jenolan Caves 

It may be ot particular interest to some 
members that these two weekends coincide 
,with the· organised activities of the 
Bicenten~/Sesquicentenar,y program. 

§ § § § § 
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, 
MORE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

11 February 1989 -'Annual General Meeting -
Jenolan Caves 

13 May 1989 - Jenolan Caves 
13 August 1989 - Sydney 
18 November 1989 - Jenolan Caves 

These meeting dates were determined at the 
last meeting of the Society. 

REPORT OF JCH&PS MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting and an Ordinary
Meeting were held on Saturday 20 February, 
1988, at Jenolan Caves. Some points worth 
noting are: 
-.Mr Heiron, a trustee of the Society, has 
~ry generously donated fourteen trays to 
the Society as a fund raising enterprise.
The trays will be raffled on behalf of the 
Society at Jenolan every month during this 
year. 

- The Society now has three display cases 
located in Caves House. A working party
has been apP9inted to establish small 
exhibitions which will be displayed in 
these cases. Ideas for displays are en
couraged - please contact Julia Horne. 

- 'l'he Society has, agreed to participate in 
a national bic~ntennial project entitled 
the Historic Records Search whereby details 
of significant historical paper records are 
placed on a public register in the National 
Library of Australia. 
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MEETING REPORT cont'd. 

An important feature of the project is that 
the Society does not relinquish control 
over who has access to any of the Society's 
items thus registered. 

- The Society has agreed to join the Museums 
Association of Australia, an organisation
which helps societies preserve and maintain 
their historical collections. The Society
will also join the Australasian Cave 
Manageme1)t As.sociation for a trial period 
of two years • 

..,. 	 The Tourism Commission of NSW and the State 
Rail Authority have organised a steam train 
trip to Jenolan Caves on Sunday 22 May. 
Please contact the Tourism Commission for 
further details. 

§ § § § 

1987 MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
During the year we have had the opportunity 
to welcome many new faces to our Society.
While we thank the "old guard" for its con-· 
tinued support over the years, it is great 
to see many new and younger faces in our 
midst. Our membership presently stands at 
12? During the year we have welcomed 2 
Student Members, 12 $ingle Members and 5 
Family Memberships. 

It is disheartening to note that 8 members 
allowed their membership to lapse at the end 
of 1986. 1988 is Jenolan's Sesquicentenary
and we should all promote our Society during
this important year. The only way for our 
Society to prosper~s through the continued 
support of its members. 
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THE 1988 COMMITTEE 

President Julia Horne 
Vice Presidents Steve Opper

Doug Short 
Secretary Scott Melton 
Assistant Secretary 	Derek Elmes 
Treasurer Dimity Short 
Assistant Treasurer Robert Lindsay 
Membership Secretary Hardy Draheim 
Research Officer Janet Pucci 
Curators Ernst Holland 

Sherrie-Lee Evans. . 
Committee Members 	 Sean O'Gorman-St Walburg 

Maureen Sullivan 
Cathie Draheim 
Chris Pavich 
Sandra Heaney
Barry Richard 
Phil McGuire 

Patron 	 Mr Harold Coates OBE 
Trustees 	 Mr WHeiron 

Janet Bryant
John Culley 

NSW Tourism Commission 
Representative Malcolm Bryan 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
Perhaps the most significant occurrence over 
the past year has been the way in which work 
on the Plan of Management for Jenolan Caves 
has moved so swiftly. It has been very
pleasing to feel that groups such as JCH&PS 
and others with pa:rticular concerns about the 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT cont'd 

protection of the area have thus far been 
given ample opportunity to voice their 
concern - and that indeed these concerns 

-have most~y been reflected in the Draft Plan. 
I would especially like to thank Michael 
Chilcott and Steven Opper for representing
the Society's concerns so productively. 

Another ever pressing concern over the past
few years has been the Society's collection 
and how it should be presented. Dreams of a 
new, impressive, environmentally sound, 
properly staffed museum have not yet come to 
pass, but permission has been granted to 
mount small historical displays in Caves 
House itself. An important role of these 
displays would be to promote publicly the 
Society as well as to use the collection as 
a means of understanding Jenolan itself. I 
would like to thank Steve Opper for his work 
in preparing the display cases, Malcolm 
Bryan for his general encouragement of the 
Society's historical activities as well as 
specifically allowing the SOCiety to install. 
the display cases in Caves House and Ern 
Hollan for keeping a watchful eye over the 
physical state of the collection. 

The Society is also concerned with providing 
means for its members to enjoy the area in 
special ways, such as dances, exploring 'non
tourist' caves and so forth. The caving . 
weekend last November was - from a personal
point of view at any rate - an especially 
~njoyable weekend While also encouraging new 
members to join and support the Society. I 
would like to thank Peter Culley and Steve 
Opper .for providing~their caving expertise 
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President's Report cont'd 

and hope that such trips will continue. 

And finally I would l'ike to thank the 
Society's membership generally and the 
Society's Secretary Philip McGuire and 
Assistant Secretary Derek Elmes specifically
for their support during my Presidency, 

Julia Horne, 1987 President. 

§ § § § 

Proposed Program for 22 & 230ctobe~, 1988 

Saturday 

4 00 Wilkinson Branch 

October 22 10 00 Jersey Cave 
11 00 Alladin Cave - Min.12yrs 

2 30 Alladin Cave 
3 00 Elder Cave 

- Min.12yrs 

3 30 Red Temples 

Sunday 
October 23 9 00 Jersey Cave 

10 00 Alladin Cave - Min.12yrs 
10 30 Elder Cave 
11 00 Red Temples 

1 00 Jersey Cave 
1 30 Alladin Cave - Min.12yrs 
2 30 Wilkinson Branch 
3 00 Nettle Cave - with 

Senior Guide 



);! c· ,,;;e 
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~ 
," All. groupswoula. be of ten persons and on 

.' top, c;ji'. normal progr.(lpi. 

It. w,ould be 'o;f ~ss,i.stan.ce if participants
could supply own lights. ' 

, ~ 

Ernst, Holla.hd 
SeniQr:ftuide 

Thanks to E;rnie for supplying the above 
,ini'ormatioh .ror pUblication in the 
Newsletter. 

Material for the Newsletter may be forwarded 
to JCH&PS Newsletter ~ditor, Jenolan Caves,
NSW 279b,.orto. Ca~hi~ Draheim 

1,57 Simpso:n Street 
TUMUT ,NSW, 2720 . 

Telep,hone 069 473.757 
~ 

The closing date fejr the next Newsletter is 
14 JUne 1988. < ~. 

" .' 

.1 

http:Holla.hd
http:ss,i.stan.ce
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JE2SOIAN 	 CAVES HIS'lORICAL AND PRESERVATION 

SO::ImY - MEMBERSHIP FORM 

This fom is suitable for merrt>ership renewals and 
new memberships - why not share it with a friend? 

* Single rnembership 	 $S 00 per year 

* 	Family Membership $S 00 per year for one 
nenber of the family 'PLUS 
$2 00 per year for each 
additimal nember of the 
sane iImediate family 
seeking membership

* 	Student Membership $2 00 per year 
(inc Tertiary) 

Please <::atplete the fom provided and send with 
your remittance. 

--------------:--------------

~ ............................................ 

.AJ)DR.FSS 	 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •.• • • 

••••••••••••••roS!' rol)E ..... 
enclose 	 $ • • • • • •• for Annual Subscription 

$. • • . • •• 	for Five Year Membership 
being four times the annual 
rate 

Please make remittance payable to JCBaPS and 
forward to The Membership Secretary D 

JCH&P~_.a.---..a. .
157 S ..... JilSOD S 1oI&VYI; 

TUMUT 	 N8W 2720 
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PROPOSED BICENTENARY/SESQUICENTENARY PROGRAM 

Right through all monthly events conducted at Jenolan James 
McKeown will open and introduce all activities. 

It is proposed that no programmed weekend will coincide with a 

public holiday and that free accommodation be offered to up to 

ten participants involved on the weekend that each activity is 

carried out. Such accommodation would be in Staff Quarters. 


It is proposed that Jeremiah Wilson do personal inspections
each programmed weekend at $20 a head. Special tic~ets would 
be issued for these inspections. 

APRIL 16 - 12 A weekend of specialised cave inspectioJJ,s for 
adults and children. The inspections would be historically
oriented,eg candlelight inspections, old way into the Baal, 
discovery of Lucas Cave, .;~etc. 
MAY 22 - 23 Six Foot Track bush walk/camp from Katoomba to 
Jenolan Caves. Steam Train from Sydney to Mt Victoria, coach 
to Jenolan. Saturday evening - Black Tie Dinner and Dance 
with music by a string quartet. Sunday morning - musical 
cOIl.ceI;t in the C~:the4ralJLuct;~_ ..Q.~e 2. .__ __. _ .. _ ___ 
JUNE 18 - 19 The introduction of guides Jeremiah Wilson, Fred 
Wilson, James Wiburd, Robert Bailey and Jack Edwards. These 
guides would give a talk about their lives on Saturday afternoon 
with slides of the caves they discovered. The next day visitors 
could purchase autographed tickets at $20 each for specialised 
inspections by the above for up to ten persQns. 
JULY 16 - 12 Special Black Tie .Christmas Dinner followed the next 
morning at 9 30am by an interdenominational church service in 
the Cathedral(Lucas Cave). 
AUGUST 13 - 14 Troopers supposedly capturing James McKeown, 
Grand Arch, Proclamation, Discovery, Government Control. All 
Guides to dress according to the period, with Jeremiah Wilson 
doing specialised inspections. 

. . 

SEPTEMBER 1b - 18 A series of guided walks by the discoverers 
of Jenolan aves, showing the way in by McKeown's Valley,
electrical history, Caves House history, etc. 
OCTOBER 22 - 22 A weekend of historical cave inspections 
Jersey, Aladdin, Elder, Red Temple, Wilkinson Branch with volunteers 
from the Historical Society. Guides could be McKeown, Whalan, etc. 
NOVEMBER 27 - 28 Transport as for the May weekend?, but with a 
dinner in the Grand Arc~ as in Jeremiah Wilson's time with 
appropriate music and entertainment. 
DECEMBER 17 - 18 A weekend of speleological history throughout 
~he world with continuous slide shows in the conference centre, 
equipment displays in the bus parking zone and children's 
participation exercises in the· Devil's Coachhouse. To be 
organised by speleological societies and guides. 

Right throughout the entire year there will be a Centenary
Exhibition in the Resource Centre. Enquiries should be directed 
to the Tourism Commission of NSW. Please make all personal 
arrangements early so as to avoid disappointment at a later date. 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT, APRIL 1988 

Hi, I am the new Membership Secretary. All the Address Labels 
have been printed on a computer and the top right-hand corner 
of the label shows your financial status. The abbreviations 
are as follows: 

O*B8SS 

MEMBERSHIP~ ~~EXTRAS 

O-Ordinary Member eg 88 means eg UF-Unfinancial 
H-Honorary Member membership or S -Student 
F-Family is paid (number indicates 
S-Student until how many, eg 
P-Pensioner 31/12/88 SS-2 students) 

Please let me know of any mistakes in membership status or your 
name and address. 

As at 31 March we have 161 members in the Society, of whom 
39 members are unfi~apcial for 1988. We have 23 memberships 
overdue from 1987 and before and these people will be 
invited to-fejoin the Society. 
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No 57 July 1988 

NEXT MEETING 

13 August 1988 

Jenolan Caves House 

8 30 pm 

General Meeting 


followed by 


a brief slide show by Scott Melton 

on his recent trip to caves in the United States 


Activities throughout the weekend [n accordance 
with the Blcentenary/SesQuicentenary Program 



----_. - ------- -
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MEETING DATES FOR 1988/89 

26 November 1988 - Jenolan Caves 

11 February 1989 - Annual General Meeting - Jenolan Caves 

13 May 1989 - Jenolan Caves 

13 August 1989 - Sydney 

18 November 1989 - Jenolan Caves 
,.............................................., .. ~ .... .............. . 


REPORT FROM THE MEETING HELD AT JENOLAN CAVES 
14 lItAY 1988 

The following issues were raised at the meeting: 

'Thanks wel'e expressed to Janet and Julius Pucci, Scott 
Melton and Greg Dalley for organising the JCH&PS section of 
the memorabilia weekend held at Caves House 1n March this 
year. 

'Scott MnJton has offered to provide a brief sllde show on 
his recent ti'lp to caves in the United States at the 
Society's meeting in August.

o 

'Several displa); cases have been placed in Caves House. 
Some uf the suggestions for displays include a History of 
Lighting at the Caves, Staff at Jenolan, Transportation, 
Touring Caves. Food at Caves House, Jenolan as a Tourist 
j{esol't. We welcome any further suggestIons or comments 
about displaying the history of Jenolan Caves. 



-------------------------------
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'The meeting considered guest speakers who could be 

invited to speak at JCH&PS meetings. Suggestions made 

included a representative from Oberon Historical Society. 

the Australian Railway Historical Societ.J· (NSW) and the 

Powerhouse Museum. Again we would appreciate any other 

suggestions or comments regarding possible guest speaJ..:ers. 


"The Society is organIsing a Colonial Dance for the 

November meeting. We are still looking for a bush band to 

play on thIs night and would appreciate anyone who may 

know of one willing to play at this dance to contact us. 

Tickets wlll be $5 per couple or $7 50 per family. 

_~_~~~~~~_~N ~___ N 

I 

PROPOSED BICENTENARY/SESQUICENTENARY PROGRAM 

AUGUST 13-14 Troopers supposedly capturing James McKeown, 
. Grand Arch Proclamation. Discovery. Government Control. 

All Guides to dress according to the period, with Jeremiah 
Wilson doIng speclal1~ed inspections. 

SEPTEMBER .17-18 A' series of guided walks by the 

discoverers 'of Jenolan Caves, showing the way in by 

McKeown's Valley, electrical history. Caves House history, 

etc. 


OCTOBER 22-23 A weekend of historical cave inspections 
Jerse;\r. Aladdin. Elder, Red Temple, Wllldnson Branch, 

Nettle Cave. Guides could be Mc1\eown, Whalan, etc. 


NOVEMBER 27-28 Colonial Dance with a Bush Baud in the 

Ballroom, Caves House. 


DECEMBER 17-18 A weekend of speleological history 

throughout the world with continuous slide shows in the 

Conference Centre. equipment dIsplays in the Bus Parking 

Zone and children'S participation exercises in the Devil's 

Coachhouse. To be organised by speleological societies 

and guides. 




JENOLAN CAVES PLAN OF MANAGEMENT 

Members may have been wondering if the Jenolan Plan of 
Management had been lost and forgotten: WeIll the answer is, 
not quite. 

It had been hoped that the change of government in N.S.W. 
would not delay the release of the plan. It is not clear that 
it has but certain administrative interests within the Tourism 
Commission, coupled with the change of government, appear to be 
the cause of the delay. 

The first draft was circulated to members of the steering 
committee about the 10th of March last. The format had been 
revised by Cameron McNamara. The plan now appears a~ three (3) 
separate documents in two (2) volumes. 

Volume one, comprises the "Draft Plan" and a separate 
"Appendix" of "management action points". 

The Draft Plan contains the results of all studies ~ade of the 
area and issues, together with major recolIIlll'endations on future 
management strategies and guidelines. 

The A¥eendix lists under fourteen (14) headings; a series of 
speci 1C actions which are recommended to address the problems 
identified by various studies. The actions are priority listed 
and costings are estimated. 

Volume two contains the full details of "specialist papers". 
This document represents a substantial data base on the whole 
of Jenolan Caves Reserve. In ~articular, as the concept of 
'limits of acceptable change' 1S implemented, the study papers 
will provide the benchmark for determining rates of change or 
the starting point for additional studies to establish such-
benchmarks. 

Summary of results so far 

Overall the Draft Plan addresses the major concerns expressed 
by JCHPS over recent years. The magnitude of the ~roblem of 
deterioration of the natural vegetation and histor1c land
scaping was clearly established The magnitude of the required 
restoration is equally clenr. 

One of the most contentious issues to surface in the Draft Plan 
is that of future administration of the area. Some recommend
ations are made in the draft. These range from the present 
system of full Public Management through to full Private 
Management. Note however, that the caves and reserve ~ 
included in private options. 

During the course of steering committee meetings, JCHPS. 
National Trust and local management argued for the retention 
of full Public Management as a maller of historical integrity 
and continuity. 



_ 
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It is unfortunately clear that in the present climate of 

government policy, such arguments hold little sway. 


Architectural Study - a valuable spin-off from the planning 
process has been the production of an architectural study by 
Bob Moore. This was done as a separate contract let by Public 
Works. 

Bob Hoare's report is arguably the most si~nificant historical 
project ever undertaken about Jenolan's bUilt environment. 
The report contains a complete chronology of construction at 
Jenolan. Hr. Hoore has even researched the personal history 
of the relevant architects and explains how this influenced 
the style of what was built at Jenolan. 

A collection of maps, plans and photographs details the visual 
changes and layouts of past years. 

What next? - the plan was to be exhibited in April/May last. 
No further details have been made available. Cameron McNamara 
has handed over all document~ as required by their contract. 
The ball is now clearly in the hands of the N.S.W. Government 
and the relevant Ministers. 

The Draft Plan contains over 100 pages of text and 13 pages of 
maps and figures. It will not be possible to casually flick 
through it and review the proposals. 

This Society has participated in the planning process since 

its' inception. It is fair to say that we have reviewed the 

documents to a very great extent. Individuals may have 

opinions about aspects of the plan but'logisticaly, it is not 

possible to reconcile such matters through normal Society

procedurea. 


If and when the plan is exhibited, it may be possible to pro
vide more detail to members about potentially cOlllentious 
issues. It is unlikely that the Society will produce a 
detailed review of the plan for submission to the relevant 
Government Department. 

The Society's work really begins.when the plan is adopted. 
Then it will be necessary to monitor implementation. This 
should give members plenty to do for about the next "10-20 
years! 

Stephen Opper 
Steering Committee 
representative for JCDPS 
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MEMDERSHIP REPORT JUNE 1988 - Hardy Draheim 

In the April Newsletter we had two membership reports - the 

1987 Membership Report as presented by Scott Melton to the 

Annuul General Meeting of the Society in February. and the 

April 1988 Membership Report from me. 


I report.ed that we had 161 members of whom 39 were 

unfillancial, resulting in only 122 financial members. 


At the end of June we have 149 financial members and all 

unfinancial members for 1988 have been removed from the 

mailing list. The 23 lapsed memberships from 1987 and 

before were invited to rejoin the Society. however the 

result was a dIsmal fallure - only one rejoined. 


For me to send a lapsed member a newsletter it costs the 

Society approx. $1 00. Just a letter alone will now cost 

$0 39 plus an envelope - clearly this way of winning new 

members is hardly cost efficient. 


Imagine if every financial member as](s a friend and gets 

him or hel' to join. There are no costs to the Society and 

that is the way to increase our membership. 

Please. give it a go ! ! ! ! ! ! 


Welcome to our new members 

\ 

Christopher .M Murray - Bellingen 

sandra Bartlett - Hartley Vale (rejoined) 

WAN TED The 	addresses of: Tom and Margaret FiebIg; 
Marilyn J Kelly; Sandra Martyn. 

http:report.ed
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Proposed program for 22 & 23 October, 1988 

Saturday 10 00 Jersey Cave 
October 22 11 00 Aladdin Cave - Min. 12 yrs 

2 30 Aladdin Cave - Min. 12 Yl'S 

3 00 Elder Cave 
3 30 Red Temple 
4 00 Wilkinson Branch 

Sunday 9 00 Jersey Cave 
October 23 	 10 00 Aladdin Cave - Min. 12 yrs 

10 30 Elder Cave 
11 00 Red Temple 

1 00 Jersey Cave 
1 30 Aladdin Cave - Min. 12 yrs 
2 30 Wilkinson Branch 
3 00 Nettle Cave - with Senior Guide 

All groups would be of ten persons and on top of normal 

program. 

It would be of assistance if participants could supply own 

lights. 


Newsletter material may be forwarded to: 


Cathie Draheim Telephone 069 473757 

157 Simpson Street 

TUMUT NSW 2720 


The closing date for the next newsletter is 13 September 1988. 


The Management Plan is now on display at Jenolan Caves, in 

Sydney at the Tourist Commission, the Lands Office, and at 

the Lands Office in OraDge. 




. , 
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JENOLAN CAVES HISTORICAL AND PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

This form is suitable for membership renewals and new 
memberships - why not shal'e it with a friend? 

• Sln.gleM~IJ1bership $5 00 pel' year 

, Family Members,hip 

• 

$5 QO per year for one member of the 
. family PLUS $2 00 per year for each 
additional member of the same 
immediate family seeking membership 

• Student MembE;rship $2 00 pel' year 
(inc Tertiary) 

Please complete the form and s'end it with your remittance. 

NAME ........................................................ . 


ADDRESS 


TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP ......... ;·..............'....... ;POSTCODE .. 


I enclose $ ....... for Annual Subscription 
$ ....... for Five Year Membership - being four 

times the annual ,rate 

Please make remittance payable to JCH&PS and forward to: 

Hardy Draheim 
157 SimpsdnStreet 
TUMUT NSW2720 
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No 58 October 1988 

NEXT MEETING 

26 November 1988 

Jenolan Caves House 


2 00 pm 


General Meeting 


Colonial Dance with the Limestone Flat Pickers in the 
Ballroom, Caves House. 

Tickets will be $5 per couple or $7 50 per family 

People are welcome to come in colonial costumes. 



----------------- ------------
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MEETE\G DATES FOR 1988/89 

11 FfJbt'uHry 1989 - Guest Speaker - Alan Brown. Oberon & 
Distl'ir-r Historic:,l So('iPty 

- Annual (jt~neral Jleetillg - ./enolan Caves 

13 May 1989 - Jenulan Caves 

1: August 1989 - Jenolan Caves 

Il :\o\'eHiber 1989 - Jenolan Cavl~s 

."~' •• " ••• "'."."'.~.'''''' •• '1! ••• '' ••• I.'1f •••••• ' ••• * ••• .... ,.. .......... . 


REPORT FROM THE MEETING HELD AT JENOLAN CAVES 
13 AC"GUST 1988 

The following issues were raised at the meeting: 

. PLA\ OF :vl:\I\AGEMENT - the Sodt·ty will do a submission on 
areas we specifically made referenct~ to originally, ie 
vetet::ttion and weeds management. Those essentially out of 
our cOllsideration, eg Karst Manaagement, should be 
referred to by other groups. 

"MEETING DATES & VENUE - if anyone wishes to propose a 

meeting in Sydney or elsewhere it would be of assistance 

to ;iuggest a suitable likely venue and all activity or 

Guest SJ,!eakel' for member informat.ion or social contact. 


'ITE:V1S OF HISTORICAL VALUE IN CAVES HOUSE - following the 
calling of tenders for the leasing of Caves House it was 
proposed t.hat the Society catalogue items of furnitur(~ 
and works of art of historical interest/value, maybe we 
ctluld asl..: the Museum's Assodation for advice/help. 

'POST OfFICE - while the original Post Office building is 
. 	(:cc.upied by JCH&PS the title is actually held by the 

Df"pHl'tmenr. Would the Society be required to lease this 
land 'l,itl1 some facilities of the Re~)f!rve being leased by
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p'iivate enterprise? The Society, should write to the 

Tourism Commission and to the Premier with regard t.o 

these matters in particular. 


'COLONIALDJ\NCE - the Society is organIsmg a Colonial 

Dance for the November meeting. Tickets will be $5 pe'r 

couple or $7 50 per family. 


PROPOSED BICENTENARY!SESQUICENTENARY _PR.OGg:\~I 

OCTOBER 22-23 A weekend of historical cave inspections 
Jersey, Aladdin, Elder, Red Temple, Wilkinson Branch, 

Nettle Cave. Guides, could be McKeown, Whalan, etc. 


NOVEMBER ,26-27 Colonial Dance with a Bush Band in the 

Ballroom, Caves House. 


DECEMBER 17-18 A weekend of speleological history 

throughout the world with continuous slide shows in the 

Conference Centre, equipment displays in the Bus Parldng 

Zone and children's participation exercises in the 

Devil's Coachhouse. To be organised by speleologIcal 


," soci"eties and guides. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT SEPTEMBER 1988 - Hardy Draheim 

THE CURRENT MEMBERSHIP STATUS IS: 

TOTAL 160, FAMILY 69, ORDINARY 66, HONORARY 4, 

STUDENT 20, PENSIONER 1, UNFINANCIAL O. 


At the end of September 1988 we had a total of 160 

members which is an an increase of 11 over the end of 

June figure. 


Thl:!-nk's a lot fol' letling IIW know of Mal'ilYll J Kt:lly's, 

Sandra Martyn's and Margaret & Tom Fiebig's new/correct 

addresses. 
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At the July 1988 meeting r suggested that I will make 
available to interested persons the names, addresses and 
phone numbers of our members as far as I have them. '1 
suggest a donation of $ 3, - payable to JCHAPS provided 
your copy can wait to be mailed together with the next 
newsletter. If you want the copy faster than that send $ 
4.00 to cover for postage. Phone numbers are only few and 
far between and it might be an idea Of you want) to let 
me know of your phone number with the order. I will 
include it then before it is printed and we should have a 
pretty good membership list ready for distribution 
together with the January 1989 Newsletter. 

WANTED WANTED WANTED WANTED 
The addresses of: 
- :'vHchelle Sarton last known at 4 Coral Place, North 

Richmond 
- Henry Shannon last known at Kooroora Lodge, RDE 310.· .. 

Paper Beach TASMANIA 

. -1989 'SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 

Ple~se checl~ your addresslabel: any with #88 should be 
paid before the end of 1988. 

,/ 

Welcome to our new members 

Sybll & Ross Beattie - Carllngford 

with Jane, Stephanie and Prudence 

Pauline & Ian Forster - North bridge 

Debbie Connolly (rejoined) 

Gwen & Alan FaIrweather (rejoined) 

Richard Guy (rejoined) 

Miss E and Mrs V Osburg (rejoined) 


A special thank you goes to our Patron, Mr Harold Coates 
OBE who donated the 1988 membership to the Society. 
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Extracted from: 
Jenolan Caves Reserve: 
Conservation Plan (Built Environment) 
by Robert Moore, 19S7 
for NSW Department of Public Works 

3.2.2 . Thematic Summary 

The history and material culture of Jenolan caves thus 
illustrate a series of interconnected t.hemes which 
indicate the present d~y h~storical and cultural 
significance of the site. 

Theme 1: Perennial Nostalgia 

The buildings comprising Caves House itself are rich 
expressions of the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century rejection of the city and city life by the middle 
and upper-classes. This resulte9. in the embr.acing of the 
romantic pastoral ideal of the innate goodness of n:-tture 
and country life. the championing of the morally
uplifting "strenuous life". together with a yearning for 
the rustic simplicity and picturesque homeliness of Old 
England. Jenolan Caves offered sublime and inspiring 
landscapes, caves seemingly fashioned by the hand of the 
Almighty, and a revitalising retreat from the ills and 
evils of the city. WL Vernon's traditional English-style 
buildings were skilfully designed to fit the picture, for 
they instantly conveyed the picturesque air of age-old 
solidity and respectability their patrons sought. LateI' 
additions by George McCrae were modified to suit new 
demands. but still successfully carried through these 
original themes. The powerful appeal of romantic 
nostalgia accounted for the homogeniety of the buildings 
designed betweeen 1898 and 1928. 

The current revival of all things old and charming, and 
the consequent popularity of old-style guest-houses might 
be seen in a similar sense as a reaction against modern 
city life with its increasing complexity and anonymity: 
In view of the history and origin of Caves House, its new 
popularity is in a way nostalgia for nostalgia itself. 
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Theme 2: Reflections of Social Structure 

The history and material culture of Caves House and its 
associated buildings show something of the much more 
strictly delineated class structure of the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The type of 
people who visited the caves from the early period were 
wealthy. educated and leisured people from Sydney or on 
world tours from England. The billiards room, smoking 
room, trout hatchery are particularly good indications of 
the type of guests for whom the resort was deSigned 
originally, and reflect the government's commitment to 
catering for the well:-to-do in what was considered a 
proper manner. Contrasts between the size, materials, 
location and details of accommodation provided for guests 
on one hand and staff and servants on the other are also 
pronounced. The 1914 and 1923 wings represent the 
erosion of the resort's early elite function and image. 
The built environment to some extent also records the 
gradual popularization and eventual mass-appeal of the 
caves from 1920 to the 1980s, with its new modes of 
accommodation, roads, car parks,' kiosks, toilets, picnic 
and barbeque areas, and so· on. 

Theme 3: Interaction of Natural and Cultural Environments 
This theme will appear in a future newsletter. 

Thanks to Steve Opper for making this material available 
for reprinting in the newsletter. 

COMMEMORATIVE PLATES 

Jenolan Caves are receiving within the next month a 
limited edition of 200 individually numbered plates to 
commemorate the Sesqui Centenary of Jenolan. They are 
made of fine bone china and are 23 cm in diameter. The 
cost of these will be at a discount price of $ 34.00 to 
.Tenn1an Staff and Historical Society Members. Members can 
order l.hese by calling or wrltlug to; 

Robert Milne 063 593304 
c/- Kiosk 



I! 

pr:oposed program for ?2 <~ 23 ()ctober, 1988 

Saturday 
October 22 

10 00 Jersey Cave 
11 00 Aladdin Cilve 
2 20 Alnrldin Cav() 

- :;\Iin. ,12 
- Min. 12 

yrs 
yrs 

, . , :J 00 Ehler Cave 
3: 30 Red .:remple 
..:1 00 Wilkirlson Bdweh' 

Sunday 9 bo Jersey Cave 
October .23 ..~ 10 00 :\1;lsI~lil1 Cave - ~lin. 12 yrs 

.10 30 Elder Cave 
~ll00 Rf:d Temple 

1 00 Jersey Cave 

1 30 r\ladd)n Cave,," -. ;,li fl, .12 yrs


t 2 30 Wilkinson, Branch .' 

3 00 Nettle C~ve": with ?enior Gliide 


~. '""' ~ , ~. 

All groups would be 'of ·ten persons and on top of TIOI'mal 
program. .;. . 

It would be of .assistance if participants could supply 

.own lights, 


,. 

Newsletter material maybe forwarded to; 

Tel~~hone 069 473757Cathie Draheim 

157 Simpson Street 

TUiIIUJT NSW. ;27.2.6 

The closing date for the next newsletter is 11 December 
1988, 

" 
~ I 1< ••. ., ,. .. 

~ ~ 

Those wishing to purchase the:November dance tickets in 
advance may do so qy sending YOllr 'money and numbers to 
Julia Horne, c/-Sclloo1' of History, 'l.:niversity of N'SW. 
PO Box 1" KENSIN,Gl'ON ?~SW 2033 



" ¥ • • Ilf·,,_. iC. ~ ~~•.g .Z!t~qS:£."7 ," w.p., $., Qi; 44,2; 
44 
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JENOLAN CAVES HISTORICAL AND PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

This form is suitable for membership renewals and new 
IItellllwl'Sitips - why rfot shure it. with fa friend? 

• Single Membership 	 $5 00 per year 

• 	Family Membel'shlp $5 00 per year for one member of the 
family PLUS $2 00 per" year for each 
additional member of the same 
immediate family seeking membership 

• 	Student Membership $2 00 per year 
(inc Tertiary) I 

Plea$e complete the form and send it with your remittance. 

NAME ........ , ..... :................................ ,'............... .. 


ADDRESS ............................................................ . 

1 	 • 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP ............................POSTCODE 


I enclose $ ....... for Annual SubScripti9n. 
$ ....... for Five Year Membership - being four 

times the: annual .rate 

Please make remittance payable to JCH&PS and forward to: 

Hardy Draheim 
1:157 Simpson Street 

TUjJUT NSW 2720 
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Jenolan Caves Historical 
and P.-ese.-vation Society 

NEWSLETTER 
issn 031'0-]248 

No 59 January 1989 

NEXT MEETING 

11 February 1989 

Jenolan Caves House 

8 30 pm 

GUest Speaker - Alan Brown, Oberon 
& District Historical Society 

followed by the General Meeting 
then the Annual General Meeting 

MEETING DATES FOR 1989 

13 May 1989 - Jenolan Caves 

12 August 1989 - Jenolan Caves 

11 November 1989 - Jenolan Caves 
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COLONIAL DANCE 

The Colonial Dance held in November was attended by 
society members and Guests of Caves House. Many of 
the Guests dressed in period costume to add to the 
atmosphere of the occasion and several were well 
rewarded for their efforts when they were awarded the 
best dressed male and female costumes. The younger 
children each received recognition for dressing up and 
others were surprised at receiving a prize for the 
1980's look. 

Thankyou to the Management and Staff of Caves House 
and the Society Members involved in the organisation 
for making it enjoyable for all. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Consideration should be given in advance for the 
Society's Committee for 1989. 

The positions are: President; Vice Presidents (2); 
Secretary; Assistant Secretary; Treasurer; Assistant 
Treasurer; Membership Secretary; Research Officer; 
Curators (2); Committee Members (Min. 6, including 
Newsletter Editor and other helpers as required); 
and the endorsement of our Patron, Trustees (3), and 
Tourism Commission Representative. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

As some members are already aware, Hardy and I are 
moving to South Australia in the New Year, our 
address as of the 17 January 1989 is: 

17 Lemana Court, MT GAMBIER SA 5290 
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Membership Subscriptions and Newsletter Material may 
be forwarded to us at this address, at least until the 
february AGM, thanks, Cathie Draheim. 

The closing date for the next newsletter is the 
13 March 1989. 

MEMBERSHIP - Thankyou to those who have paid their 
1989 subscriptions and congratulations to those 
members who realise the value in receiving 5 years 
membership for the price of only 4 years, Hardy. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Josie Ryan - Wollstonecraft 

Digby & Lucy McGrath - Berowra Heights 

Simon Murray - Jenolan Caves 

The 8th Australasian Conference On Cave and Karst 
Management is to be held at Punakaiki, New Zealand, 
10-14 April 1989. 

The theme of the EjghthConference will be centred 
around commercial adventure caving in National Parks 
and undeveloped caves. It will also feature the most 
recent Karst and Hydrology research in the Paparoa 
Nat iona I Park. 

From the December Australasian Cave Management 
Association Newsletter, the verbal comment on a 
cartoon "Look mate, if GOD had wanted all these CAVES 
to be saved, how come He invented CEMENT?" 
My comment, "GOD didn1t invent cement, man did!11 Ed. 
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JENO~.\N CAVES HISTORICAL AND PRESERVATION SOCIETY -

IvlEMBERSHIP FORM 

This form is suitable for memb'ership l'enewals and new 
memberships - why not 's'hare it with a friend? 

-4 

'. Single Membership $5 00 peL' year 

• Family Membership $5 00 per year for one m(~mher of the 
family PLUS $2 00 per year for each 
additional memqel: of the same 
immediate family seeking membership 

Student' Membei'ship $2 00 per year' 
(inc Tertiary) 

Please complete the form and send it with your remittance. 

-------------~----~----------------------------

NAME ........................................................ . 


ADDRESS 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP ................................. POSTCODE .. 


I enclose $ ....... for Annual -SubsCl'iptiOi'I 
$ ....... for Five Year Membership - being foul' 

t·imes the am1ual ra'te 

Please make' remittance payable to· .JCH&PS and forward to; 

Hardy Draheim 
17 Lemana Court 
MT GAMBIER SA 5290 
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Jenolan Caves Historical 

and Preservation' Society 


NEWSLETTER 
issn 0310-7248 

No 60 April 1989 

NEXT MEETING 

13 May 1989 

Jenolan C~ves House 

8 30 pm 


§ § § § § § 


MEETING DA~ES FOR 1989/90 

..
12 August 1989 - Jenolan Caves 

11 November 1989 - to be con~irmed at the 
May meeting 

10 .~ebruary 1990 - Annual General Meeting -
Jenolan Caves 

12 May 1990 - Jenolan Caves 
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~JOHKING BEE 

l:.:j:~'p~'rsonf.;in_terested in attending a ,vorking 
Bee "to clean and inspect the Old Post Office 
Building are welcQme at Jenolan on Saturday,
13 May 1989, commencing at 10 00 am. Please 
b,-.r'g anything you might consider helpful, 
e~ old rags, buckets, brooms, etc. 

Afterwards we will be having an "End of an Era" 
Dinner at Caves House, prior to the General 
Meeting. It is requested that members arrive 
at the Dining Room at 6 15 pm to enable orders 
to be taken at 6 30 pm. 

The General Meeting will follow at 8 30 pm 
punctually. 

Could all people interested in attending either 
the Working Bee or Dinner, please advise Scott 
Melton (Secretary) on 02 6220920 or by writing 
at 107 Killarney Avenue 

BLACKTOWN NSW 2148 
by 8 May 1989 to enable arrangements to be 
made with Caves House. 

We look forward to seeing you all there, Scott. 

Mr Heiron would welcome any visitors who could 
call in at 1 Second Ave, Eastwood. He has 
been unable to attend many meetings lately due 
to ill health. We send best wishes from the 
Society for your return to good health. f'-1r 
Heiron, and hope 'to see you at a meeting again 
as soon as possible. 
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Presidents Report 

1988 has been a year of exhaustion. It has 
also been the year of Jenolan Caves~ sesqui
centenary and the year significant plans have 
been laid by the government to lease 0aves 
Ho~se to a private organisation. 

Whereas py tpe end of 1987, it seemed as if the 
long sought after Plan of Management for Jenolan 
Cqves was in its final stages before it would 
be implemented, by the end of 1988, disappoint
ingly, it was still in those f~nal stages with 
its ~naugural day not yet marked on a c~lender. 
Steven Opper has been the Society's repres
entative on the advisory comm~ttee for the Plan 
of Manageme~t and I wish to thank Steve for his 
continuing patience and commitment in 
representing the Society's concerns. 

When the Tourism Commission ceases to run Caves 
House, the Society's long-standing relationship
with the present management will also come to 
an end and the Society will need to establish 
a new relationship with the in-coming management.
Of course this could prove to be tricky but a 
mutual~y productive relationship is essential 
for the development and possibly even the 
survival of the Society. While mentioning the 
need for a good working relationship with the 
new management I think it is equally as import
ant to maintain the Society's independence

·which is needed to help preserve the historical 
and natural environments ot Jenolan Caves. 

Oha lighter matter, the gesquicentennial
celebrations were und~ubtedly a success. I 
would like to thank Ernst Holland for encour
aging the Society to include it celebratory 
events in the Tourism Commission's 
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Presidents Report (continued) 

sesquicentenary program. A special round of 
thanks must also go to all the Society's
members who helped with the memorabilia week
end in March, the cave guiding on various 
weekends and the Colonial Danc~ in November. 

But my final round of thanks must be for those 
who have helped me during my presidency: Scott 
Melton for his efficient secretarial duties; 
Dimity Sho~t and Robert Lindsay for their 
terrific treasury skills and not least; the 
rest of the committee for their advice and 
general support. I shalinot be standing for 
the position of President in 1989 but I do 
offer a warm welcome to the incoming committee. 

Many thanks, 
Julia Horne 
President, JCH&PS, 1988/89 

FEE INCREASES 

As membership fees have not been increased 
since the Society's inception in 1972 it was 
decided to discuss such a necessity at the 
1989 Annual General Meeting. The following 
was the outcome: . 

MOTION - That fees be increased in the follow
ing manner 

Single $10

Family $10- (2 adults) then $3- for each 
additional member at home add. 

Student $4
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Fee Increases (continued) 

The Five Year Membership remains at FOUR times 
the Annual Membership rate~ These fees will 
take effect as membership falls due. The 
appropriate alteration to Membership Forms will 
be effected. 

Moved - Steven Opper
Seconded - Janet Pucci 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Judy Passlow - Cremorne 
Jenny Passlow - Cremorne 
Rodney Baptist - Galston 
Paul & Louise Stenhouse - Ashfield 
George Nixon - Upper Manilla 
Joan Ripps - Eastwood 
Geoff Simpson & Family - Emu Plains 
Lyndall Dalley - Yowie Bay (rejoined) 

WAN TED, information on James Cummings 
please. George Nixon is researching his 
family tree and is related to him. James 
Cummings was married to Jeremiah WilSon's 
daughter, Margaret. Cummings worked on the 
installation of electricity at Jenolan. The 
Six Foot Track pamphlet claims that Cummings
assisted Cracknell in 1880 when the first lights 
were experimented with. George has found that 
he wa~'born in 1868, which would have made him 
only 12 years old. Please contact George at 
"The Pines u , Upper Manilla, NSW, 2346, or 
phone 067 856506. 
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1989 COMMITTEE 

President - Sandra Heaney 
Vice Presidents -'Steve Opper & Doug Short 
Secretary - Scott Melton 
Ass. Secretary - Derek Elmes 
Treasurer - Dimity Short 
Ass. Treasurer - Richard Guy 
Membersnip Secretary - Hardy Draheim 
Research O££icer - Janet Pucci 
Curators - Julia Horne & Robert Lindsay 
Committee Members - Phil McGuire 

Maureen Sullivan Peter Culley 

Sean OIGorman St Walburg Amanda Copas 

Cathie Draheim (Newsletter Editor) 

Robert Lindsay (ASS. Research O££icer) 


Patron - Mr Harold Coates OBE 
Trustees - Janet McFarlane 

John Culley 
Mr Walter Heiron 

Departmental Representative - the current rep.
is the Manager o£ Caves Hous'e. A t the 
August Meeting a rep. £rom the new 
Lessee will be chosen. 

Congratulations to the above o££icers on being'
chosen to lead JCH&PS through the coming year. 

Thankyou to those people who have sent articles 
for the neWSletter, they will be used in future 
newsletters, Cathie. 
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'raken from Geeves, Sydney Morning Herald, 
4 August,1983, supplied by George Nixon. 
'It will surprise no-one to learn that vandals 

'were active in colonial times. Jenolan Caves 
was one of. their favourite haunts. And among 
the most ardent vandals was a Member of the 
NSW Parliament, John Lucas, for whom the Lucas 
Cave was named. After complaining the "visitors 
are so mischievous ~s waqtonly to destroy these 
beautiful works of nature," Lucas and his party
entered one cave by means of a rope and 
"brought up some very pretty stalactites. 1I 

Lucas himself "brought back to Sydney some 
hundred specimens of the caves, some being four 
f~et long. 1I A Herald reporter was invited to 
Lucas's office to see the parliamentarian's
limestone souvenirs: tlSome of these are 
portions of the slender stems that are grad
ually formed, like icicles, from the roofs of 
the caves. Others which are broken off the 
massive stalactites resemble in shape large 
shells or knobs, the surface consisting of 
sparkling crystals. \vhen H.R.Stephenson I sII 

English cricketers visited Bathurst in 1862, 
they were presented with IIsevera). unique
specimens of stalactite formations ••• with 
which they were highly delighted." I 

The closing date for the next newsletter is 
the 12 June 1989, any material or suggestions
should be forwarded to 

C?-thie Draheim 
17 'Lemana Court 
MT GAMBIER SA 5290 

087 258778 
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JENOLAN CAVES HISTORICAL AND PRESERVATION 

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 

This form is suitable for membership renewals 
and new memberships - why not share it with a 

(inc Tertiary) 

friend? 
. 

• Single Membership ~10 00 per Year 

• Family Membership 

PLUS. 

~10 00 per Year for two 
members of the family 
~3 00 for each additional 
member of the same 
seeking membership 

family 

Student Membership ~4 00 per Year 

Please complete the form and send it with your
remittance, payable to JCH&PS. 

~---------------------------------~-----------

NAME ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

AD~RESS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP •••••••• POSTCODE •••••••••• 

I enclose ~ •••• for Annual Subscription 
. ~ ••••	for Five Year Membership 

being four times the annual 
rate. 

Please forward to 	 Hardy Draheim 
17 Lemana Court 
MT GAMBIER SA 5290 
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Jenolan Caves Historical 
and Preservation Society 

NEWSLETTER 
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No 61 July J..S.S&

NEXT MEETING 

12 August 1988 

Jenolan Caves House 


8 30 pm 


General Meeting 


Future Guest Speakers: 

August Meeting - Scott Helton on Mammoth Cave, USA 
November Meeting - Keith Watson 

Other people suggested at the last meeting include 
Alan Brown, Ron Newbould and Basil Ralston' 
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HEETING DATES FOR 1989/90 

11 November 1989 - Jenolan Caves - Guest Speaker, 
Keith Watson 

! 

10 February 1990 - Annual General Meeting -
Jenolan Caves 

12 May 1990 - Jenolan Caves 

************************************************** 


REPORT FROM THE MEETING HELD AT JENOLAN 

CAVES 13 MAY 1989 


The following issues were raised at the meeting: 


*WORKING BEE - completed successfully. It was 

suggested we write to the Lands Department 

requesting a place to erect the old Post Office, 

Museum, possibly on the original site. 


Other suggestions include the Heritage Commission 

or the Post Office Historical Branch. 

*FUTURE PROJECTS SUGGESTED 

.clean up the creek from the Grand Arch to the 
Blue Lake 

.clean the Leffel Wheel 

.clean up part of the embankment below the Lucas 
Balcony 

.clean the creek from the Grand Arch to the 
Resource Centre 

.clean the track to the seismograph 
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EDITOR'S PERSONAL NOTE - to clean the Leffel Wheel 
and the seismograph track are ~orthy of JCHAPS 
attention. I believe the others are the 
responsibility of Jenolan Caves maintenance, or 
lack of it, and should be approached with due 
co-operation from both sides 

*INSURANCE - Phil McGuire is to organise 

*DONATION - Sean O'Gorman-St Walburg donated a 
photo of Miss Chisholm - a past Dining Room 
Supervisor - to the Society 

*MUSEUM ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA PROJECT 
The MAA ~s to send a person up to Jenolan to teach 
members how to produce and prepare a professional 
display. 

After supper, a talk was given by Ron Newbould on 
the life of Wiburd. 

*.* * * * 
Greg Middleton would like any members who have 
information on Oliver Trickett to write to him 
at PO Box 269, Sandy Bay, Tasmania, 7005 

Greg is writing a book on Oliver Trick~tt and the 
Society agreed to have its name recorded in the 
book and that it would sell copies for a donation 
of $1 00 ·or 10%·if the purchase price is less than 
$10 00 per copy. 

* * * * * 
The historical map of Oberon and districts was 
restored at a cost of $160 00, which was about 
half the original estimate. 

* * * * * 
The Society is to purchase a postcard of 
The Mystery from the Shoalhaven Historical 
Society for $2 50. 

* * * * * 
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Please accept my apologies for this newsletter 
being late. 

The closing date of the newsletter is such as to 
provide adequate preparation time for the Editor. 
It is very difficult to prepare the Newsletter 
without information, on time, from the meeting. 

Of the month's preparation time only the first 
week was available to work on the Newsletter but I 
did not have the meeting material around which it 
is based. 

This is my fourth year as Newsletter Editor and it 
is time for someone else to take on this task in 
the next year of the Society, please think about 
it. 

Thankyou for your understanding, Cathie. 
* * * * * 

Thanks to Ron Newbould for your talk on James 
Wiburd at the May meeting. 

* * * * * 
Mr Heiron and June thank everyone for the flowers 
and card we sent during his recent illness. 

* * * * * 
There is to be a general clean-up of the creek 
from the Resource Centre to the Blue Lake, 
including part of the embankment below the Lucas 
Cave Balcony. This is to be held on Sunday 
12 February 1990. 

* * * * * 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 31 MARCH 1989 

Our Bank Balance as at 31 March 1989 170 68 
Add: Building Society Account 1 792 28 

Balance as at 31 March 1989 $1 962 96 
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Thanks to Robert Lindsay for this article from the 
Lithgow M~rcury, 1916 

NEW CAVE AT JENOLAN 

ADDITIONS AND NEW ARRANGEMENTS AT CAVES HOUSE 

The palatial three-storeyed addition to the Caves 
,House at Jenolan is rapidly nearing completion, 
and certain of the rooms, including the commodious 
billiard room, will be available for use at 
Easter. The addi t.ional accommodation which will 
be provided when the premises are complete will 
comfortably hous~ 100 guests. Yhe dining room is 
of handsome proportiQns, and chaste design. The 
present lease of existing premises runs out on 
June 3U, and from the day of its expiry the Caves 
House - th~p complete in every detail - will be 
conducted by the Immigration and Tourist Bureau. 

The Public Service Board (Messrs. Hanna, Wilshire. 
and Taylor) spent March 30 at the Caves, with Mr 
Palmer, of the Tourist Bureau, when certain 
matters incidental to the equipment and staffing 
of the Caves House were dealt with. During the 
afternoon the board were shown through the 
recently~di~co~ered Orient Cave, which is by 
e~perts accorded pride of place for romantic 
grandeur and weird splendor amongst the mystic 
subterranean crystal palaces of the world's 
limestone caverns. This marvellous cave, which is 
really a series of vaulted chambers, each 
possessing a variety of distinctive features of 
unparralleled beauty, will shortly be opened to 
the public. 

I 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT JUNE 1989 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS: 

JOAN A LAWSON, LAKEMBA 
SUZANNE WILLIAMS, BANKSTOWN 
J C & H If DEARING, BUDGEWOI 
CASSIE DYBALL, ROSEBAY 
TROY MAGENNIS, MERRYLANDS 
JOHN BROWN (REJOINED) 

I AM TRYING TO FIND SOME LOST MEMBERS. THEY WERE 
LAST KNOWN AT: 

MARK SHAND, 283 GLEBE POINT RD, GLEBE NSW 2037 
PETER JEWKES, 1/19 SPRUSON ST, NEUTRAL B4Y NSW 
2089 
MICHELLE SARTON, 4 CORAL PLACE, NORTH RICHMOND NSW 
2754 
HENRY SHANNON, KOOROORA LODGE RDE 310, PAPER BEACH 
TAS 7251 

IF ANYONE OF YOU OUT THERE HAS A CLUE WHERE THESE 
MEMBERS HAVE MOVED TO THEN I WOULD LIKE TO HEAR 
FROM YOU. 

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS: TOTAL MEMBERS 150 
FAMILY 64 
ORDINARY 60 
HONORARY 4 
STUDENT 22 
UNFINANCIAL 21 
ORGANISATIONS 11 

AS MOST OF YOU ARE AWARE I HAVE MOVED TO SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA EARLY THIS YEAR. I DON"T INTEND TO 
CONTINUE AS MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY BEYOND THIS TERM 
OF OFFICE SO COULD YOU PLEASE GIVE SOME THOUGHTS 
AS TO NOMINATIONS FOR NEXT YEAR. 
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t 
THE RECORDS ARE ON A PC USING LOTUS/QUATTRO. IF 
THAt IS OF ANY HELP, AND ON A CARD SYSTEM. 

Key to Address Label: F=Family, O=Ordinary. 
S=Student. H=Honorary, UF=Unfinancial and Year 
paid to December 

HARDY E DRAHE~M MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

***** 
Barry Richard - Search & Rescue Award, for being 
called out the most times in a 12 month period 

Ken Buckley - Given a Toy Telephone, being the 
first guide to water test his new pocket phone 

Adrian & Natalie - The Barbie Deportment Award, 
for impeccable dress 

John Callaghan - The Clean Boots Award, a large 
tin of brown boot polish 

Steve McClean - The Linguistic Award, he was 
caught showing a cave to some American tourists 
and he was using an American accent 

Phil McGuire - 3rd Annual Mafeking Avoidance Award 

***** 
Newsletter material may be forwarded to: 

Cathie Draheim Telephone 087 258778 
17 Lemana Court 

MT GAMBIER SA 5290 


The closing date for the next newsletter is 
11 September 1989 
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JENOLAN CAVES HISTORICAL AND PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

This form is suitable for membership renewals and 
new memberships - why not share it with a friend? 

*Single Membership 	 $10 00 per year 

*Family Membership 	 $10 00 per year for one member 
of the family PLUS $3 00 per 
year for each additional 
member of the same immediate 
family seeking membership 

*Student Membership $4 00 per year 
(inc Tertiary) 

Please complete the form and send it with your. 
remittance. 

NAME ., .... , ....... , .......................... ,., .. 


ADDRESS 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHip.,., ............ POSTCODE 


I enclose $ ....... 	for Annual Subscription 

$ ....... 	fo~ Five Year Membership 

being four times the annual 
rate 

Please make remittance payable to JCH&PS and 
forward to: 

Hardy Draheim 
17 Lemana Court 
Mount Gambier SA 5290 
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No 62 October 1989 

NEXT MEETING 

11 November 1989 

Jenolan Cave5 HouBe 

8 30 pm 

General Meeting 

-----------~--------------------------------------

Keith Watson will present a talk 

at this meeting on Jenolan in general 

* * * * * 

Various methods of fundraising were discussed at 
the last meeting and the general consensus was 
that "World's Finest Chocolates" would be the best 
method. Amanda Copas agreed to follow up 
ordering, etc. 
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MEETING DATES FOR 1990 

. 10 February 1990 - Annual General Meeting -
Jenolan Caves 

12 May 1990 - Jenolan Caves 

************************************************** 

BUSINESS FROM THE MEETING HELD AT JENOLAN 
CAVES, 12 AUGUST 1989 

*LEASING - Richard Guy informed the meeting that 
the Peppers Group is not proceeding with its 
proposed lease of Caves House. Preliminary 
drilling has located some caves behing Caves House 
and this, together with the discovery of a fault 
line in the vicinity, had caused Peppers' costs to 
escalate some $8M. It appears that it will be a 
couple of years before anything new is formulated. 

*HISTORICAL SHOWCASE - Janet MacFarlane has 

followed up the matter of ownership of the case 

with the Tourism Department to a satisfactory 

conclusion. 


*RELOCATION OF OLD POST OFFICE - As the Peppers 
lease is not currently proceeding, the future of 
the Post Office is not as shaky as it was three 
months ago. The question of its relocation will 
be addressed at a later date if any new lease 
proposals are formulated. 

*FUTURE SPEAKERS - Keith Watson will present a 
talk at the November meeting on Jenolan in 
general. 
Sandra Bartlett mentioned that she might be able 
to arrange·a Mr James McKeown to speak at the 
meeting. Mr McKeown is a direct descendant of the 
original James McKeown. 
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*INSURANCE - Phil McGuire has organised insurance 
for the Society. 

*FUTURE PROJECT - On the 11 February next year 
(Sunday) there will be a "clean.".up" of the Leffel 
Wheel area as well as the area below the Lucas 
Balcony. All interested persons are welcome to 
attend and bring anything they may consider 
helpful. This is the day after the next AGM. 

*SURVEY - Scott Melton informed the meeting that 
he has received about 30 survey replies. The 
majority of people who responded are happy to have 
all four meetings at Jenolan, howev~r many would 
like to have more social events, particularly cave 
inspections and bushwalks. Perhaps at the next 
meeting someone could be elected Activities 
Officer to organise various events during the 
year. Ed. Note - this could be taken on by an 
existing Committee Member or it could be anyone 
else interested and then nominated as an 
additional Committee Member. 

*MEN OF JENOLAN BOOK - Robert Lindsay informed the 
meeting about a letter he had received from "Three 
Sisters Publishing" requesting a loan to help with 
the pUblica:tion of Basil 'Ralston' s book . The 
Committee meeting agreed to advance $500.00. 
providing publication of the book proceeded. 
Robert will get in touch with Basil regarding the 
proposal. 

*BOARD OF TRUSTEES - Scott Melton read to the 
meeting the contents of a letter he wrote to the 
Minister of Lands regarding ~he election of a 
JCH&PS member to the Board of Trustees. There was 
general discussion regarding the Board and as to 
whether the Board would accept a representative I 
from JCH&PS as one of its members. If they accept ,I 

I 
our representative the position should be taken by IDoug Short in the absence of the President, Sandra 
Heaney. 

http:clean.".up


-- -----
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VALE 

WALTER (Guide No.99) FREDERICK HEIRON 
1899-1989 

It is with deep regret and sorrow that I have to 
advise the members of JCH&PS of the passing of 
Wally Heiron. 

Wally had not been enjoying the best of health for 
some months and sadly he passed away peacefully on 
7 September 1989. 

The high esteem in which Wally was held was 
evidenced by the number of friends from far and 
near who attended his funeral. 

Many of the mourners travelled down from Jenolan 
to bid their final farewells to an old and dear 
friend. . 

As most members would probably know, Wally had 
been a regular visitor to Jenolan since 1915. 
Those lucky enough to have had the time to listen 
and perhaps read the wealth of information Wally 
had "stored away" were indeed fortunate. 

Some of WallY;s recollections have previously been 
published in issues of the Newsletter. 

Wally's contributions to JC~&PS have been 
immeasurable over the years and continued even 
after his health started to fail. For this we 
will remain eternally grateful to him. 

On behalf of all the members, past and present, of 
the Society, I would like to extend our sincere 
condolences to June and all the Heiron Family. 

D L SHORT, Acting President 
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Extracted from: 
Jenolan Caves Reserve:' 
Conservation Plan (Built Environment) 
by Robert Moore, 1987 
for NSW D~partment of Public Works 

3.2.2 Thematic Summary 

The history and material culture of Jenolan Eaves 
thus illustrate a series of interconnected, themes 
which indicate the present day historical and 
cultural significance of ' the site. 

Theme 1: Perennial Nostalgia 

The buildings comprising Caves House itself are 
rich expressions of the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century rejection of the city and city 
life by the middle and upper-classes. This 
resulted in the embracing of the romantic pa~toral 
ideal of the innate goodness of nature and country 
life, the championing of the morally- uplifting 
"strenuous lite", together with a Yearning for the 
rustic simplicity and picture~que homeliness of 
Old England~ Jenolan Caves offered sublime and 
inspiring landscapes, caves seemingly fashioned by 
the hand of the Almighty, and a revitalising 
retreat from the ills and evils of the city. WL 
Vernon's traditio~al English~style buildings were 
skilfully designed to fit the picture. for they 
instantly -conve~ed the picturesque air of age-old 
solidity and respectability their patrons sought. 
Later additions by George McCrae were modified to 
suit new demands, but still successfully carried 
t~r6ugh these original themes. The powerful 
appeal of romantic nostalgia accounted for the 
homogeniety of the buildings designed betweeen 
1898 and 1928. 

The current revival of all things old and 
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charming, and the consequent popularity of 
old-style guest-houses might be seen in a similar 
sense as a reaction against modern city life with 
its increasing complexity and anonymi~y. In view 
of the history and origin of Caves House, its new 
popularity is in a way nostalgia for nostalgia 
itself. 

Theme 2: Reflections of Social Structure 

The history and material culture of Caves House 
and its associated buildings show something of the 
much more strictly delineated class structure of 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
The type of people who visited the caves from the 
early period were wealthy, educated and leisured 
people from Sydney or on world tours from England. 
The billiards room, smoking room, trout hatchery 
are particularly good indications of the type of 
guests for whom the resort was designed 
originally, and reflect the government's 
commitment to catering for the well-to-do in what 
was considered a proper manner. Contrasts between 
the size, materials, location and details of 
accommodation provided for guests on one hand and 
staff and servants on the other are also 
pronounced. The 1914 and 1923 wings represent the 
erosion of the resort's early elite f~nction and 
image. The built environment to some extent also 
records the gradual popularization and eventual 
mass-appeal of the caves from 1920 to the 1980s. 
with its new modes of accommodatlon. roads, car 
parks, kiosks, toilets. picnic and barbeque areas, 
and so on. 

Theme 3: Interaction of Natural and Cultural 
Environments. This theme will appear in a future 
newsletter. 

Thanks to Steve Opper for making this material 
available for reprinting in the newsletter. 
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I AM TRYING TO FIND SOME LOST MEMBERS. THEY WERE 
'I 

LAST KNOWN AT: 

MARK SHAND. 283 GLEBE POINT RD, GLEBE NSW 2037 
MICHELLE SARTON, 4 CORAL PLACE, NORTH RICHMOND NSW 
2754 

, HENRY SHANNON. KOOROORA LODGE RDE 310, PAPER BEACH 
TAS 7251 	 ' 

IF ANYONE OF YOU OUT THERE HAS A CLUE WHERE THESE 
MEMBERS HAVE MOVED TO THEN I WOULD LIKE TO HEAR 
FROM YOU. ..: 

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS: 	 TOTAL MEMBERS 153 

FAMILY 65 

ORDINARY 63 

HONORARY 3 

STUDENT 22 

UNFINANCIAL 17 

ORGANISATIONS 11 


PLEASE FORWARD YOUR 1990 MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
BEFORE THE 30 NOVEMBER 1989 OR HOLD THEM UNTIL 
THE NEW MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY IS ELECTED IN 
FEBRUARY. 

* * * * * 

Newsletter material may be 	 forwarded to: 

Cathie Draheim Telephone 087 258778 
17 Lemana Court 
MT GAMBIER SA 5290 

The closing date for the next newsletter is 
11 December 1989. Please try to forward all 
information as soon as possible. the printing must 
be arranged by 15 December 1989 at the latest. 
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JENOLAN CAVES HISTORICAL AND PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 	 I 

I 
I

This form is suitable for membership renewals and 
jnew memberships - why not share it with a friend? 
r
•

*Sin_le Membership 	 $10 00 per year 

*Family Membership 	 $10 00 per year for one member 
of the family PLUS $3 00 per 
year for each additional 
member of the same immediate 
family seeking membership 

*Student Membership $4 00 per year 
(inc Tertiary) 

Please complete the form and send it with your 
remittance. 

-------------------------------~~--------------
NAME ........... ,, ................ 
404O4O .... 4O ............... .. 


ADDRESS 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP ................ POSTCODE 


I enclose $ ....... 	for Annual Subscription 

$ ....... 	for Five Year Membership 

being four times the annual 
rate 

Please make remittance payable to JCH&PS and 
forward to: 

Hardy Draheim 
17 Lemana Court 
Mount Gambier SA 5290 
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Jenolan Caves Historical 
and Preservation Soc:lety 

NEWSLETTER 

issn 0310-7248 

No 63 January 1990 

NEXT MEETING 

10 February 1990 

Jenolan Caves House 

8 30 pm 

Annual General Meeting 

-------------------------------------~~-----~-----

Committee meeting to be h~ld at 3 00 pm 

Please note change of time 

* * * * * 

WORKING BEE - full details on the next page 

* * * * * 

Next Meeting - 12 May 1990, Jenolan Caves 
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WORKING BEE 

Following the recent and successful "Clean Up of 
Sydney Harbour" campaign. the Government have now 
decided to conduct another campaign to 
"Clean up Australia". 

Our participation in this with respect to Jenolan 
will to be to clean up the Elder Cave which 
currently has quantities of rubbish and broken 
glass in it. Hopefully, the old original entrance 
will be re-opened to enable easier entry to the 
cave. For those not able to gain entry into the 
Elder (if the old entrance is not re-opened) an 
alternate area will' be allocated. possibly the 
Rock Pile in the Lucas. If we have time left 
over I'm sure we can find other areas also. 
Please note the following in your diary: 

DATE Sunday. 21 January 1990 

TIME 9 30 am 

VENUE Guides' Office 

You will need to bring old clothes. boots, a torch 
(don't forget to check the batteries) and a pair 
of sturdy work gloves or gardening gloves, we 
don't want people with cut hands or feet. 

Remember, many hands make light work, so the more 
the merrier. Bring along a picnic lunch or have a 
barbeque (if the weather is good to us) and 
make a fun day of it. 

loqk forward to seeing you there, 

D L SHORT 

I 
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BUSINESS FROM THE MEETINGS 

*FdTURg PROJECT - On the 11 February next year 
(Sunday) there will be a .. cleat)-up" of the Leffel 
Wheel area as well as the area be10w the 'Lucas 
Balcony. All interested persons are welcome to 
attend and bring anything they may consider 
helpful. This is the day after the next AGM. 
Please check with Scott Melton to find out if this 
is still on. 

*BOARD OF TRUS1'EES ..;. Thi!:j matter is still in limbo 

*FUNDRAISING - The fundraising chocolates are on 
hold at the moment due to the possibility of the 
Society taking control of the Resource Centre. 

*RESOURCE CENTRE - Scott Melton read to the 
Society correspondence about the Society taking 
over the running of the Resource Centre. We are 
awaiting a reply from Ernie HOlland. For sorting 
purposes the "Green Room" is avallable on a 
reguest basis. It was mentioned that many of the 
Society's maps ~re held at the rear of the 
Resource Centre in the storage room. 

*PLAN OF MANAGEMENT - Steve Opper presented to the 
Society all of .:the documents i:elating to the Plan 
of Managem~nt. Richord Guy accepted same pending
handover to Robert Lindsay. 

* * * * * 

NewBlett~r material may hA forwarded to: 

Cathie Draheim 1'e lephone OWl 258778 
17 Lemana Court 
MT GAMBIER SA 5290 

The closing d~te for the next newsletter is 
10 March 1990. 
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Extracted from: 
Jenolan Caves Reserve: 
Conservation Plan (Built Environment) 
by Robert Moore, 1987 
for NSW Department of Public Works 

3.2.2 Tbematic Summary 

The history and material culture of Jenolan caves 
thus illustrote a series of interconnected themes 
which indicate the present day historical and 
cultural significance pf the site. 

Theme 3: 	 Interaction of Natural aQd Cultural 
Environments 

Jenolan Caves may be seen as a record of the 
interaction of man and nature. The two underlying 
factors which have shaped its European history are 
first the drawing power of the caves themselves 
and their surrounding landscape, and second the 
repelling/qonstraining effect of isolation, rugged 
terrain and the constricted space of the narrow 
valley site. 
The first factor has drawn the area from its early 
phase of camping in the Grand Arch to the present 
extensive complex. The second has invariably made 
development difficult, and thl~s has led to 
ingenious adaptations and applications of 
engineering, technology and architecture. Zig-zag 
roads were painstakingly cut down the mountains, a 
passage cut through the Grand Arch. The site had 
to have its own source of power and so Australia's 
earliest hydro-electric system was installed; it 
has required numerous successive water supply and 
sewerage works schemes to cope with 
eVer-increasing number~ of visitors. Builders and 
architects were always forced to build along the 
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axes of the valley creeks and to economise with .. 
both sites and materials. It is therefore not 
uncommon for sites to have been used three and 
four times over the 100-odd year history; local 
limestone was used for the substantial buildings, 
and the re-use of older materials for new 
buildings was also common. Buildings were usually 
tailored to fit the constricted sites. for both 
aesthetic and practical reasons. Caves House is 
int~ntionally picturesque on its site nestled in 
the valley. sutrounded by steep slopes. Later 
service and staff accommodation were invariably 
long, narrow and rectangular in shape to fit along 
the narrow valleys. Footbridges over the streams, 
running around and under buildings, were a 
characteristic visual feature of the built 
enviI'onment from 1880 to the 1960s, when some of 
the creeks were covered over. 
The drastic alteration of the natural vegetation 
by clearing, plantations of exotic trees and 
gardens of tended shrubs was also characteristic 
of the site since the 18805, when the environment 
began to be modified to suit Anglo-Australian 
tastes for tame, romantic, genteel landscapes. 

It is within the sphere of natural versus cultural 
forces that the difficult present-day problems of 
Jenolan Caijes and its management arise. for the 
caves still draw increasing numbers of visitors 
(250,000 per annum by 1986), while its natural 
features still present difficulties of access, 
accommodation, services and space, particularly 
when combined with attempts at preservation and 
conservation of the natural landscape, vegetation, 
fauna and the caves themselves. 

Thanks to Steve Opper for making this material 
available for reprinting in the newsletter. 
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MEMBERSHIP SECpETARY"S REPORT 


THIS IS MY LAST MEMBERSHIP REPORT AS I WON"T STAND 

AGAIN AT THE NEXT AGM. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND I HOrE YOU WILL 

GIVE THE NEXT ONE THE SAME SUPPORT. WE WILL STAY 

IN TOUCH AND WHO KNOWS WE MIGHT BE AROUND JENOLAN 

IN THE FUTURE - SEE YOU. 


THANK YOU FOR LETTING ME KNOW OF HENRY SHANNON'S 

ADDRESS. I HOPE THIS NEWSLETTER WILL REACH HIM. 

I AM STILL TRYING TO FIND: 


MICHELLE SARTON. 4 CORAL PLACE, NORTH RICHMOND NSW 

2754 

CHRIS PAVICH & SHERRIE EVANS. 49 BUTTENSHAW DR, 

COLEDALE, NSW, 2513 


IF ANYONE OF YOU OUT THERE HAS A CLUE WHERE THESE 

MEMBERS HAVE MOVED TO THEN I WOULD LIKE TO HEAR 

FROM YOU. 


I WAS ONLY NOTIFIED RECENTLY THAT TWO OF OUR 

MEMBERS HAVE DIED. THEY WERE G P NICHOLLS 

(DECEMBER 1987) AND E McBURNEY (18.8.89) 


I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES 

TO THEIR RESPECTIVE FAMILIES AND FRIENDS ON BEHALF 

OF THE SOCIETY. 


MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS: TOTAT.. MEMBERS 155 
FAMILY 65 
ORDINARY 64 
HONORARY ., 

.J 

.' , STUDENT 
UNFINANCIAL 16 
ORGANISATIONS 11 

PLEASE DON"T FORWARD ANY MORE MEMBERSHIP 
SUBSCRIPTIONS UNTIL tHE NEW MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
IS ELECTED IN FEBRUARY. 
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~ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Consideration should be given in advange for the 
Society's Commit~ee in 1990. 

i The positions are: President; Vice Presidents(2); 

L Secretary; Assistant Secretary; Treasurer; 

J Assistant Treasurer; Membership Secretary; 


Research Officer; Curators(2); Committee Members 
(Min. 6, including Newsletter Editor, Activity 
Officer? and other helpers as required); and the 
endorsement of our Patron, Trustees(3), and 
Tourism Commission Representative. 

* * * * * 

A new Newsletter Editor will be elected at the AGM 
in February, give a lot of thought to who you will 
choose to convey the business of the Society to 
its members, some of us are a long way from 
Jenolan Caves in distance, but it 90esn't mean we 
aren't interested or concerned. 

All material will be forwarded to the new Editor, 
thankyou, Cathie. 

* * * * * 
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.JENOLAN CAVES HISTORICAL AND PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

This form is suitable for membership renewals and 
new memberships - why not share it with a friend? 

*Single Membership $10 00 per year 

*Family Membership $10 00 per year for two members 
of the family PLUS $3 00 per 
year for each additional 
member of the same immediate 
family seeking membership 

*Student Membership $4 00 per year 
(inc Tertiary) 

Please complete the form and send it with your 
remittance. 

NAME ........................................ ~ ... . 


ADDRESS 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP ................ POSTCODE 


enclose 	 $ ....... for Annual Subscription 

$ ....... 	for Five Year Membership 

being four times the annual 
rate 

Please make remittance payable to JCH&PS and 
forward to: 

The Membership Secretary 
C/- Post Office 
JENOLAN CAVES NSW 2790 
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Jenolan Caves Historical 
,.nd Preservation Society 

NEWSLETTf~ .. 

issn 0310-7248 

N064 APRIl, 1990 

NF:XT MEETING 

12TH MAY 1990 

OUEST SPE~J(F.R R3,ail nol~ston (ex-guide) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Committee Meeting to be 'held at 3 OOpm. 

******************* 

NEXT ~G 11th AUGUST 1990 ,Tenolan Caves 
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ITew efface Bearers For 1990 • 

PRESJDFNT J ..Jane.t Mcfarlane 


VICE PR"s~IDENTS: Doug Short 


st(;t"'en 0>. pper 


SECRETARY: 	 Scott Melton· 

ASS SECRETARY; ~manda Copas 


TREASURER :Dimity Short 


ASS Tmt!:e,r!r.·~1j Richard Guy 


MEMBERSHIP SF£RETAP.Y: Maureen Sullivan 


RESEARCH OFFICER: Troy Maguennis 


C1TRA TORS s- Julia Horne 


"Barry Richard 


CO'Ml."ITEEI 	 I,ea Mcfarlane 


SeB.nlOgorman st VTalburg 


C~ndy Short (News Letter Ed) 


Sandra "Bartlett 


Phil McGuire ( Activities Officer) 

Richard Guy ( ~.gs. Research Officer) 
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PATRON : Mr Hl!!.rold Coates OBE 


TRUSTEES: Janet 'McFarlane 


John Culley 


John callaghan 


DEPARTMENT REP. Manager Caves House. 

Congratulations to all those elected to office. 

,. "'crhe AOM was a quiet. affair with only a few m(':!Ilbers in attend

ance. Lets hope 1990 sees a few more faceQ Qoth new and old 

back to lend their support as the society looks as though they 

have a big year ahead. The resource centre is slowly be!,ginning 

to be tidied thanks to the efforts of thmse members who gave up 

thQir time after the mee ting. A filing cabenet has been 

purchased to house those documents not on display. As the centro 

takes shape-we'hope'that our membership and support we 

receive will increase and ensure that JCH&P5 wili continue 

well into the 1990 1s" 

** ******** ** 

DEAD' LINE NEXT NEYTSL'ETER JULy 11TH 1990. 
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Please send all material to CINDY SHORT 

102 Woodcourt 9d 


BERo(rnA HTS 2082 


** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 
JCH&PS MEMBERSHIP FORM 1990 

Tils form is suitable,for renewals or new membership. 

Why not share with a friend ? 

* Single membership $10 00 PER YEAR 

* Family membership $ 10 00 PER YEAR FOR TUO 

r.fF.)1BERS of the family, PLUS 
$3 00 per year for each 

additional member of the 
same immediate family. 

, , 
I 

* Student membership? $4 OJ per year 
(icc tertiary) 

please complete the form and ~end it wHh your remittanoe. 

NAME ......................................................... 

ADDRESS ................................... ., ................... 


I enclose $....... for anryual subscription 


,$••••••• for five years being 4 times 

the annual rate. 

PLEASE MAKE REMITTANCES PAYAJ3LE TO JCH&PS & FOmlARD TO 
The membership secretary 
c/- post office 

JENOLAN CAVf!:l 1ISW 2190 
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NEXT MEETING --.. """- .......... """

11th AUGUST 1990 
.' 

JENOLAN CAVES HOUSE 8:30pm 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Committee ~~eeting to be heJd at 3~ 30 pr~ • 
.', 

+ + + + + + + ,+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +.+ + + + + 

NEXT MEETING..--. ,,--, ~ ,......" NOVEr'illER 10 'l'F 1990. 

JENOLAN CAVES HOUSE. 



p' ge 2_______ JCHAPS ________JUNE 1990 

The General meeting held at Jenolan in May saw 


a quite sUbstatial crowd turn up to hear a n old friend 


of Jenolan, Basil Roleston talk on his new book "'I.\1.e Golden 


'Yearsof Jenolan II and to share with us some old memories 


that are very valuable to the society. 


We would like to thank Basil for his time and his 

II - .....
most entertaining talk and hope that in the fuhn that 


he will join us again to tell .o.nd share more of his tales. 


The book II THE GOLDEN YEARS OF JENOLAN n is 


currenty availabl~ through the society at a cost of $10 00 


a copy • People interested in purchasing a copy should 


contact SCOTT MELTON 


107 la llarney avenue 


Blacktown HSW. 2148 


I believe 1::,i8 book to be a must to a11 those thn t have 


thirst for knowledge about .Tenoll'lns PAst. In future issues 


of the news letter I will present extracts from the book 


1'7i th thanks to :!3~sil for his permission. 


~****************** 

II 
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,i. S'rt'P PFtBSS . STrip' PRF~SS STOP PRESS STOI' Fil.ESS 

.PEP;PERS RESORT ire· TAKE OVER JENOLl\N -Ci383 !10tJSE.- _.... - - -, - -- - -- - - ....... 
- 'YES ! Its official. or. the-'stroke' of midnight 

'July 2nd 1990 , t\€' Peppers group'will begin their 

99 year leasing of JenolBl1 Cuves House with big ideu 

for improvement. 

Unfortunately we have little information as 
' ..... ' ..'. + . 

to what 'they actu;;Uy have in mind but'management are 
, , 

," . '" 

quite keen to talk to the society about their ideas 
~ .,.' ~ '" ... 

and would welco~our feed back and to express any 
• r ~. '. . ",. .: 

concerns we might have • They are e.diressing us at the 

ne~{t' General meeting in August and we will keep you 

~osted on any further activity • 

.We ~t the "socie;,ty: wo¥ld like to extend -our warmest 

welcom~ .tq the mangement and staif.~nd,hope many friendshiI 

w.in develop~ as .9. new ·era .at Jenolan Qegina. ' . 

~. , 
. ~ 

.~ 

I, 
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A Short Story From The Late Walter Heiron. 

As most of you ':.dll be aware "lalter Heiron 

'vEiS a regulnr visitor to Jenolan for fifty ye;-'rs. 

'. Recently \~alter passed i?:Hsy':md left.us "l'Ti th his 

memories 'of ·his·time at Jenolan. This is'just'on~ ~f 

many; 

~E~T .!3EEK!AE: GUIDE NO 5.-- _....... 
i.'lh~n ,.11 guide was .listed ,,Jor a cave but no 

, 
,?ody bO';lght ~ tickets he would hf,ve to go' f;\nq.. do other 

work :. tJ:iis was cl3.1J,ed I? lIsl;dn}er". Of~en I :V1o\l)d meet the 

guide "rho hl'ld the skinl).er • I met Bert and .he said "Gome 

for a wal~?". So X went into the Temple of BasI with him. 

The gui~.es could tell you .mQ,re ,ltli.th only 

you there, thAn they cOl.l1d in ". party.Tile used to sit dmm 

and talk, to fi 11 i.n time. On, the dav I went in with Bart 
. ~ I 

we were looking up At a formation called Baal and I said 

'to Bert II ~'!ho puts the light up there when it goes off?" 

He said."Ido."'He used to climb up a set of spikes in the 

wall and there was nothing else to hang en to.I asked 

him if he didn't get nervous."No", he said," but when 

your foot strrts to slip your tummy goes all over ll 
• 

In those days they had naked sldtches 

J 

1 

http:skinl).er
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t;or the ] ip;\.ts .j n the.. C;(.:v~~. Some guides would use P. bit 

of rubber to ·move the switches, some would use their 

hats·,· other would use their handke~chiefs, but Bert 

didn,t t use arl:ythi~g. I watched him and the ·sparks would 

go flylng.,!IDon't you get a shock? "·lasked."No," he 

sa id t "watoh ; m;{ .hands I'l re· dry" •. ' 

Bert lived on his own in one of those little 


huts on the side of the hill above the boiler house. 


arie day he invited me to go and have? look ,at the 


wireless set that he had made himse'lt'; He turned it on 


and it gave a beautiful sound.It was loud and it could 


also get Western Aust~alia- in those days that was a 

feat. But it had no cover ;it just lay flat on a piece 

of packing case. I askea him why he didn't m~ke a cabinet 

for it. "Got no wood", So I told him that I would send 

some up to him. I got the timber that I thought he would 

need and arrange \d th the people in the :tourist bureau 

to have it sen't to him. The next time I was there Bert 

thanked me and snid·" r want you to have a look at the 

tail of my' shirt".'This had me puzzled me so I went up 

up to his hut and saw that he had made a lovely cabine~. 
And there, where they used to put a niece of silk over 

http:sound.It
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the speaker , ioTas the tail o't" Seris shiff' , -washed 'ahd ironed. I 

'B'BTt 'was guide numb'er' {{'ve and I >'think that" he was 

the "most 'versitiie' man they e'ver hRd.Th'ere waanotl1fng' 

'w'ent wrong in 3enci1an that he did not 'f:t:X:If the possums 

w eree'leC'trociuted he would be up there 'getting them down. 

If anything went "Trang iii the kitchen it wps '''Get Be·rtl!. 

ltlhen:' the punt used to s'ink in the River C'ave Bert 

used to dive down • with no clothes on,a'nd put the~chain 

underneath. He said it VT£'S too cold to he-ve a costume on. 

,one day.he WBS d.iving to put the chain under when' he 

heard the footstepsof a' p.ar-ty comin'g through with N02 

guide,. Ar.chie Taite .Archie was"always up to ,some devil

ment and this time he hnd a party 0f girls.There was no 
, '", , .' '':' • j 

.?la.ce where .~~.rt could get .out, there was a pa~tr in and 

a..path out~So fl~ he. cO,u,l~ do was, syim und~r the:" prid.,ge. 

He told me that he got hold of the bridge with his hands 
.' . . 

and threw his body under it.Bert i-laS shivering like, any 
.'~ ~ '.' ~'r 

.:.t~ingand in comes Archie with the, gi.rla ',lie s~ayt Bert ~pere 

and ,stood the girls right qp;er him.,IILook girls it '·s (so 

,--,,·'·man,y ) feet d,eep and it's flowing s,loytly ••• ".He }rept
"'. ' .. 

op t~lking,.The manager .and the engineer wer.:~ there '.. so 

'finally..tJ:1e mange,r sai¢!. uCome on there move onp~~f:!.8e,::. II 

http:onp~~f:!.8e
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT- -. ... - -..,~ ..... 

COULD ALL ME~mERS PLEASE NOTE: a space for the 

numb~r of children has been pr'ovided so :we can· keep a 

more accurate count of our membershi~ fees. Please 

ensure that this space is filled if applicable. 

\-le would like to welcome the following peo::;le to JCHAPS: 

. MRS LYNETTE PEARSON AND FAMILY 

NIGEL AND LYNN SCANLAN 

STEVEN RING 

KEITH WATSON ARTHUR GRAY 
~ ~ ~.. .... .~~~ ..... ,., ... 

• ~ ~.. .. It 

WI!; ho:ee to see a 11 these new f .... ces a,t our meetings 
.. ~ • ~.. ..,.. ,..... III • .. • • • • • ~ " " ' ~<:" -'<. ,It'..., ~ • • a I • • '. • .. ~ " III 

r-nd hope they enjoy, be~ng a pa.rt of JenolAns history. 

Our total,member~hi~.i8 not known -to -date but we hope 

to have numbers available in the next news letter. 

t****************** 

http:total,member~hi~.i8
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JENOLAN CAVES HISTORICAL AND PRES1~RVATION 

SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP,FORM ~1990* 

This form i'a suitable for renel<Tals or'ne,\-, membership. 


,.,hy not share it with a friend? 
*Single membership ~10 00 

per year, 

*Family 810 00 per year 
FOR TWO ~1EMBERS of the family PLUS $3 00 per yeaf! for 

each additional member of the same immediate family. 

*Student $4 00 per year 

(incl tertiary) 

PLEASE SF.ND YOUR COMPLETED FORf~ iVITH YOUR REMITTANCE. 

NAME ••••••••• ,." ••.•••• ".......... , ............. 
f ••••••• 

ADDRESS ................................................... . 


I ancilose ~ ••••• for annual subs~ription. 

NO OF CHILDREN: ...... . s•.... for five"years being 
4times the annual rAte 

PLEASE }lAKE REIU'rTANCES PAYABLl'~: TO JCH&PS & FORWARD TO: 

THB r~ET\mERSHIP SECRETARY 
5 GRAY STRE}~T 

KEIRAVILLE NS\v 2500 

(042)296754 
---~--------~----------------------------------------~----

l 
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NEXT ~IEETING 

10TH NOVEMBER 19.90 8; 30 pm 

TO BE HELD IN THE CATHEDRAL CH.AMBER IN TlH' LUCAS CAVE. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS SEE INSIDE •• ~ ••••••.• • t.. ." I;) 

. + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + + + + + 

COMMITTEE r·7EETING: TO BE HELD AT :;:30P'ftl 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

NEXT MEETING: AGM 9TH FEBRUARY 1991 
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Over the last few months the sooiety has been looking 

at Wtlys to make our meetings more interesting and a little' 

different. A few years ago a meeting was held in the 

Cathedral chamber in the Luca,s Cave which proved quite 

enjoyable and at times spooky. After popular demand,the 

society is to hold their next meeting in this Chamber 

entering through the sole of the boot , the way the first 

visitors entered the Lucas • After the meeting a tour 

through the Lucas , River &Ba~l caves. This should be quite 

a fun evening and will show that there is a difference in 

see a cave at night. 


SEE YOU THERE •••••••• 

~ 

"JENOLAN-THE ·GOLDEN AGES OF CAVING" the book by Basil 

Ro1eston is still on sale through the society. It was 

reported to date that 151 copies'have been sold on behalf of 

the society.Any one interested in purchasing this briiliant 

book please contact Scott Melton 

107 KILLARNEY AVENUE 

BLACKTO\¥N NSW 2148 

They sell for ~1O-00 B,nd make cheque or money order 
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payable to JCH&PS .Please send NO cash• 

. JCH&PS T-SHIRTS AND SWEAT SHllilTS: 

All members'who ordered T-shirts and sweat shirts with the 

JCH&Pfi logo are advised that their shirts are ready for 

collection At the meeting or by contacting Scott Melton 

For those, mem,bers who are' unaware of these they are only 

available tJ1.rough the society. They come in tl··O col,,:,uTs 

nEn and WHITE and two s~Yles T SHIRT or mfEAT SHIRT. 

-+ The prices are: l: SHIR'JiS : ,:'$10:00+$3:50 postage 

SvffiAT SHIRTS :$20:00+$4.50 .po~t&ge 

·All those members interested in purchasin~ a shirt 

pleRse complete the order form on the reverse page. 

Sizes 90 to 110 are available. Please remember your size 

on the order form. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

http:20:00+$4.50
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JENOLAN CAvES HISTORICAL AND PRESERVATION' SOCIETY 

•••••• 0 ••• 0000 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• ' •••• ·0 ••• 0.• • "0 

ADDRESS • • • e. 0 0 ••• Q ., •••••• 0 ( •• 0, • •••••••••••••••••• 0 0' 0 

TELEPHONE POSTCODE ~ •••••••••••••• 0••••••••• 0 (II •• 

I Wo"ULD'LIKE TO ORDER A T SHIRT /SWr~'\T SHIRT (delete as 

a p plioa'ble) : COLOUR /S •••••••••••••• 

QUANTITY SIZE/S ••••••••••••• 

I ENCLOSE' ,.•.• '•.•.•• ', ~ ',)3EINGFOR SHIRTS "AND ·PO.$TAGE 

PLEASE HAKE REMITTANCE$ BY CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER ONLY 

rt4.DE PAYABLE. TO JCHAP.S AND FORWARD.TO THE SECR~TARYo 

SCOTT MELTON 

107 KILLARNEY AVENUE 

.. B~CKT03:ll'j: Ns\{ 2148 

TELEPHONE :622,0920. 

http:FORWARD.TO
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'lie 'wish to extend '8 ~larm ~elcome to our-

Chr:i:s,'& Hl{llen Firbank &Chl'ldren -Gordon 

Granam Parker' Merrylands 
" 

Robert Ricke.! AV,oca beRch 

Newtown 
) ) 

Seamus O'Brien , ," '" ;Faulconbridge 
,,~ . 

t Domino-martinese ijoui'Prook 
,oy' , 

Fr.~n,ch ~'§I~ore at 

I, K~vin A ,Costa West Hoxton 

T1Iaywoed Gymea 

$,1'

Stuart Brown & Samarttha Wilson "Pelaw l'IJain 

'" 

vie look forward 'to j me.eti~g yo1,l. ·?-Jla~ ,our meetings at 
;;:.,' ;,.. ,,'" ".. 

: ,JeIiolan.~ _ t .... 

( . 
.1 Many ..tnanka, to :those whQ hay~ paid t~~f~ ,199'6~ 

. , ~, 

~" ., 

~y.Qfi£riptions ',ana congra'tulat1eD.s' to' these members 
, ,;. '" 4... .. ~ _ ;: ,:" ~ 

"lhO' realise ;the v~lu~ ,. in' 1'§lCe1ying 5 years membership t 
fer the price of enly 4 y~a;ra. ,.: . . j 

' 

I 

I 

l 
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tor/1E FUTURE 	 l.rEETING· DATES TO WRITE IN YOUR DIARIES: 

Saturday 10~h November 1990 
. '. 

9th FEBRUARY 19Q1 A.. GoMz. 

11th May ~991 

10th August 1991 ' 
, " ,. 

9th November 1$91 


Keep y~ur eyes , peeled for social activities' planned 


by the society throughout, 1 991 • 


++++++++++++++++++++++.j·+++++++++++++++++I-·!--r.;.++++++++++++++++++++-l 

FROM ."JENOLAN,'THE GOLDEN AGES II, an extract froD the, 

. . " 

Bathurst Free Press ,written by a discoverer GeorgEi,'Whiting e 

THE LUCAS 	 1860 

..'
At ten aim 	on the morning of 4th January, two visitors: 
named Nicholas Irwin and your present correspondent resolved to 

make an attempt to measure the height of a ,lofty pinnacle o~er 
hanging the creek4 , ~~ do this it was necess:#ry to climb up 
t~~_~recipitous s~de.of the mountain ,to a magnificent natural 
areh , spanning a deep abyss between tvo mountains.After some 
delay we got safely to the summit. While here my attension was 
attracted by the appearanoein'the side of a precipice a great way 

beneath us and shrouded over by a great mantae of twenty or 
thirty feet of what seemed to·be ivy~Resolving to attempt 
this spot Nicholas Irwin led the way and I follO'loTed him up, 
scrambling and sliding through the loose stones and thick bush 
around us , and 1edby the apparent ivy.We gained the openingJ 
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found the ivy was an evergreen olive all springing out 
of an ancient twisted knarled tree. We became convinced 
that we were probably the first human being's that had 
ever penetrated into this mysterious spot. The ground 

''las covered in a soft loose mould. The spars, and stala.tites 
were of exquisite beauty in their pristine unbroken and 

tmdilapidated state , not the slightest trace or vestige of 
human beings ever having set foot there, for it would have 

'!:leen im}lOs~ible to have crept through the next narrOi'1 
opening without breaking the delicate spars or leaving 
some slight t~ace of passage • Unfortunately, having no 
cendles we were compelled to return by the perilous way by 
i'lhich we descended. We immediately informed some others 
of the party and visits were made on two succeeding 
,occassions to the same spot. 

The party next day was C Whalan Jun, E Whalan, Rev 
'~f l·fayne, RevT Skewes, J Wilson, A Whalan, C and W Armstrong 
J Harvey, J Hughes , WStranger , G Whiting , J Falls , 
James Nolan, and E Armstrong, who are witnesses of the 
truth of these facts • 

Two hours exploring by' this large party only ha.d the 
effect of exhausting all our candles and c&nvincing us of 
the unexplored fathomless extent of this'new discovery." 

Whiting goes to some ~~ngtn to assure us that no other 

person had been there before • He provides description 

of what happened above the ground , but there is no mention 

of what was 'found inside. Given the exploration time of 

two hours f we can only speculate upon the extent of 

their discoveries. 


BASIL RALSTON. 


TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT ~HE UiSTORY OF THE LUCAS CAVE 
ill1D JENOLANS OTHER JEWELS, BT~ BASILS BOOK AND READ ALL 

ABOUT IT. 

http:stala.ti
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J£N~.cAN C~l,)£S 

UISt~RICA' ann PR£$£Rl,)AtI~N S~CI£ty J 
memberShip FOt1!l 

* Single Membership, 

'* Family Membership 

'* Full Time Student 
,Membership , 

"$10.00 per year 
" . 

$10.00 per year for 2 members of 
the family P~US $3!00 per year 
for each addltionar member of 
the same Immediate famfly" seeking 
membership., 

$4.00 :per year 

'* 5. year membership is available 'at FOUR times the Annual Rate. 

Please make remittance payable to Jenolan Caves Historical and 
Preservation Society and forward together with the form below. 
"*I*I*III.IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'IIIIIII~II.e","Ii"""!~""II!'I!""1,...,,"\"•••••I$I.lllm....III.I..II.I..IIII•••••,".II..III$1 

Surname': 

Chri st Ian Names: 

Addr'ss: _. __ ~____________________ • _____ ~. __________ ~~ __________ ._ 

Postcode: 

Te 1e'phone: ..... __ , ............... . Date: 

Names of children to be included In membershIp 

"' ..""""--"""""---"~---""---"---Name Ag~ 

Please enrol me as a member for the year: ................ __ ........................ . 

I enclose cheque/money order for the sum of $ Single/Family 

Please forward to: The Membership Secretary 
~enolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society 
5. Grey Street 
Ke I ravl 11eNS W 25.00 

(042"'296754 Maureen Sullivan) 

J 

• 
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NEXT MEETING 

9th February 1991 

Jenolan Caves 

8-30p.m. 

Followed afterwards by the 199J A.G.H. 

Committee Meeting 3-30p.m. 

Check at the Guides Office for the venue 

Please give some thought to standing 

for a Committee Position. Details inside. 
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A Message From Our President 

1990 \Vas a year of change at Jenolan with Peppers lease 
of Caves House commencing in July. 

As part of their extensive restoration programme for the 
House, Peppers have tastefully refurbished the entrance 
foyer which now includes a late Victorian walnut glass 
fronted bookcase (circa 1890). We are most grateful to 
Peppers for making this magnificent cabinet available to 
the Society for the display of artifacts and memorabillia 
and "lQuld encourage Society members to make use of this 
facility should they have any historical items relating to 
Jenolan suitable for secure display within Caves House. 

In December, Georg Djordjewitsch was appointed General 
Nanager of the Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust. The Society 
welcomes Georg and looks forward to a long and happy ass
ociation. 

Ny sincere thanks to the Committee and members of the 
Society for their encouragement and support during 1990, 
particularly our dedicated Secretary, Scott Melton, who 
has also prepared this newsletter. 

We very much appreciate the continued co-operation of the 
Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust, the Guiding Staff and the 
Nanagement and Staff of Peppers Jenolan Caves House. 

We look forward to renewing old friendships and meeting 
new members at the Annual General Meeting in February 
and extend very best wishes to you all for 1991. 

Janet Nacfarlane, 
President. 

NETI'LE CAVE INSPECTION 

There will be an inspection of this old show cave on 
Sunday 10th February at 10a.m. Please refer to the enclosed 
information sheet for further details. 
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From the Secretary's Desk 

The last meeting which was held in the Cathedral Cha!l1ber 
of the Lucas Cave was a huge success. About 40 members 
wound their vlay down to the Grand Arch before moving into 
the Lucas Cave. For those of us who had too much to eat 
for dinner the walk was most beneficial. Everyone gathered 
in a variety of positions on the floor or where-ever 
comfortable and the meeting soon got underway • .' 
Our President Janet Macfarlane welcomed those members and 
guests present and thanked Nigel Scanlan for the use of 
the Cathedral Chamber. In addition to normal business the 
following important matters were discussed; 

*' M.A.A. Seminar - At this stage it looks as though the 
M.A.A. Seminar will be held in May although the exact 
date is not known. The suggested timetable would be a 
Saturday session at Hartley followed by a Sunday session 
at Jenolan. The estimated cost for this weekend would be 

Iapproximately $20.00 to $30.00. 
I 

*' Grand Arch Redevelopment - Plans are currently underway 
for the redevelopment of the area from Caves House down to :!I 
the Grand Arch. The meeting agreed that the Society should "'I:' 

have representation in any discussions in this regard. As " 

a result the following motion was moved by Sue Hardy and 
seconded by Doug Short. 
tlThat the Society's curators be appointed the Society's 
spokespersons to be involved in the discussions on the re
development of the area from Caves House down to the Grand 
Arch, incorporating all structures in that area." This re
development could see a possible re-siting of the Society's 1 

Post Office Museum back to its original position. H
I: 

II*' Clean-up Australia Day - Sue Hardy advised that she is 
co-ordinating the Nat.iona1 Clean-up Australia Day activ II:: 
ities at Jenolan. This event will be held on Sunday 2llth I ~I 

li'lMarch. Wear old clothes and meet at the Guides Office at ~. 
Ii9a.m. Don't forget to wear a sturdy pair of shoes and :il

gloves are a must. 
! 

II 
.' ;; 
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.;~ Historical Bird Display - Several members have seen the 
restoration work that is currently being undertaken on 
this cabinet. This work is being carried out by Anthony 
and Sue Hardy. Anthony gave the meeting a brief run-down 
on the restoration process which was very interesting. 
The eventual aim is to have the cabinet restored to its 
original condition although its final display position is 
unclear. A vote of thanks was extended to Anthony and Sue 
for the excellent job they are doing with the cabinet. 

The meeting was de~lared closed at 9-45p.m. 

After the Meeting 

Some members may be aware that the famous Australian opera 
star Donald Smith recorded two songs in the Cathedral 
Chamber being "Bless this House" & "At the End of the Day" 
tvhich were at one stage available from the souvenir kiosk. 
The Cathedral Chamber once again reverberated to the 
sounds of opera music tonight. One of our own members 
Domino Houlbrook sang to the meeting a beautiful repertoire 
of songs. Perched high on the Pulpit the sweet sound of 
song \Vas music to everyones ears. 

After the sound of a.pplause died down there were three 
options available to exit the cave. The first of these was 
to exit by the way everyone entered. The second was a trip 
to see the original way into the Lucas Cave by the Sole of 
the Boot with Anthony Hardy. Several people took this 
option and were glad they did. It is an interesting part 
of the Lucas Cave that not many people get to see from the 
inside. 

The third and by far the most popular option was to join 
Peter Culley and Barry Richard on a tour through the Lucas 
Cave, part of the River Cave and then out through the 
Temple of Baal Cave and the Binoomea Cut. Believe me it is 
no fun carrying a bag full of minute books and a sheet out 
this way. All agreed that the tour was most enjoyable and 
thanks were extended to Barry and Peter for giving up 
their time to lead this tour. 
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Snow at Jenolan. Circa 1900 

, 
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Snow still falls occasionally at Jenolan during Winter and 
transforms the valley into a Winter Wonderland. A heavy II 

I 
fall fell during the first few days of July last year. ! 
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Jenolan Caves Accommodation Houses 

From the time of the discovery of the Caves at Jenolan in 
1838 until the erection of the first accommodation hut in 
1880, visitors slept in the Grand Arch. Ladies slept on 
the south side and Gentlemen to the north. 

In 1879 Mr Jerimiah Wilson, the first caretaker and offic
ial guide (1866), erected a slab kitchen above the junct
ion of Surveyors and Wallaby Creeks. In 1880 he commenced 
building the first sleeping accommodation, consisting of a 
corrugated iron hut containing one large dining room and 
five bedrooms. In 1884 one visitor wrote; in part- "the 
accommodation consisted.of five bedrooms with seven beds, 
one sitting room with two sofas - we found twenty-five 
people there." 

By November 1887 a large two storey wooden house had been 
built capable of providing accommodation for thirty people 
and had every convenience a traveller could want - except 
a license. Between 1887 and 1895 (date unknown) a second 
two storey building was built which outwardly was ident
ical to the :first. On the 14th March 1895 fire destroyed 
the original acco~nodation as an account of the fire reads 
lithe new house alone was saved - none of the household 
effects were saved." 

Wilson wrote on the 25th March 1895 to the Premier (the 
Hon. George Reid) and stated "as I am not in a position to 
rebuild - I have written to the Department of Mines asking 
them to resume and compensate me for all building and im
provements on and adjoining my special lease. I have been 
keeper of these caves for twenty-eight years and have 
erected all the buildings - at my own expense." 

\oJilson retired in 1896 and in the same year approval was 
given for an accommodation house to be built on two acres 
of land specially dedicated for that purpose. The Northern 
wing, designed by the Government Architect, was completed 
in 1898. 

http:consisted.of
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This wing, constructed of limestone, forms the central 
area of the present complex. It was leased to Mr Harry 
Smith for a period of ten years. 

1907 saw a contractor removing the two storey \vooden 
bUilding to make room for a new addition - the stone 
two storey wing. Completed in 1909 "its long verandah was 
most inviting to incoming guests." 

In 1914 \vork was commenced on the third stage, the three 
storey addition. This addition contained more bedrooms and 
included the present Dining Room which was first used in 
September 1916, on the 27th. 

Mr Harry Smith's lease expired after eighteen years and 
the N.S.W. Government took over the house on July 1st 1916 
until it was leased by the Peppers Hotel group in July of 
1990. 

After a period of bushfires in 1919 a wet spell resulted 
in a major flood which inundated the ground floor of Caves 
House. Furniture was washed out and a piano \vas lodged 
half in and half out of a ground floor window. Water pipes 
were torn out and the sewerage and electricity failed. 
Several thousand tons of debris were deposited in the 
Grand Arch including mud,rubble and fixtures and furniture 
from Caves House. 

As a result of these floods stormwater channels were built 
in the vicinity of Caves House. Various minor alterations 
were carried out to the House in the years to follow and 
1990 saw a major renovation of the House commence. This 
renovation is being carried out by Peppers and as at the 
date of this newsletter the restoration work is pro
gressing well. 

Caves House will once again return to the way it \vas "in 
the olden days." For a detailed account of the current 
work please read on. 

r 

I 
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What's happening at Caves House? 

No doubt many members are curious as to what the Peppers 
Hotel Group have planned for Caves house. As you may be 
aware Peppers commenced their lease of Caves House on the 
2nd of July last year and have begun their restoration of 
Caves House. Those who have visited Jenolan during the 
last six months will have seen certain sections of the 
house undergo a metamorphosis. The first section to be 
renovated was the Dining Room which has been given a fresh 
coat of paint, sections of the walls covered with a nice 
floral design wallpaper and new French style drapes hung. 
All restoration work is being carried out in keeping with 
the period. 

The renovators then turned their attention to the foyer 
and the first flight of the grand staircase. The carpet 
was removed and the original wooden parquetry floor was 
polished to a nice finish. The reception desk was relo
cated closer to the wall, the large chandelier was, re
placed and a large Persian style carpet was laid out. A 
new strip of carpet was laid between the ground and first 
floor. The Piece de Resistance is the antique display 
cabinet which Peppers have generously allowed the Society 
use of for display purposes. Please refer to the Pres
idents report on page two for further details regarding 
this cabinet and associated display. Overall the standard 
of finish is of a high quality and the foyer looks very 
nice. 

The Ballroom has just about been completed at the time of 
writing and has been made into a guest lounge complete 
with greyish-blue carpet and several comfortable sofas. 
In addition a fire place has been constructed at the end 
of the room and is actually a reversal of the old fire 
place in the office. 

Watch ~his page for further renovation news from Jenolan. 
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1991 ANNUAL GENERAL 	 MEETING 

The 1991 Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday 
9th February at Jenolan Caves after the General Meeting. 
At this point all positions will be declared vacant and 
nominations will be called for to fill these vacancies. 
The following positions will be available; 
President Newsletter Editor 
Vice-Presidents (2) 
Secretary 
Asst. Secretary 
Treasurer 
Asst. Treasurer 
Membership Secretary 

Research Officer 
Asst. Research Officer 
Curators (2) 
Trustees (3) 
Patron 
Committee (7) 

Members may hold more than one position if they \vish. 
If you would like to nominate someone for a position 
please complete the nomination slip belO\v and fonvard it 
to: Scott Melton 

107 Killarney Avenue 
Blacktown N.S.W. 2148 

I nominate ••••••••.••••••.•.•.•. for the position of 

• • . • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . • . • • •• on the 1991 JCH&PS Cornmi t tee. 

t 	 Moved •••••••••••••••••••••••'••• 

Seconded ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I accept the above 	nomination 


Date •...••• 


Due to the obvious problem of setting people to sign the 
slip, particularly if you wish to stand for a position, 
nominate yourself and then forward the slip and the rest 
will be completed on your behalf. 
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J.C.H.&.P.S. T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS 

The Society currently has available a range of T-Shirts 
and sweat shirts for purchase. They are printed by Max-Em 
of Beverly Hills and feature the Society's logo on the 
front with the Society's full name in a circle around it. 
It is quite an eye catching design and the artwork was 
drawn by Scott Melton our Secretary. They are available in 
a range of sizes and are available in white, red or blue 
with the printing being black. 

Quite a few have already been sold to members and several 
have commented on the high profile they achieve for the 
Society. Even though you may not be able to make it to a 
meeting why not show support for the Society by wearing a 
T-Shirt or a sweat shirt. They will certainly attract a 
comment. Costs involved are $10.00 for a T-Shirt plus 
$3.50 postage and packing and the sweat shirts are $20.00 
plus $4.50 postage and packing. If you wish to place an 
order please complete the form below and send to; 

Scott Melton 

107 Killarney Avenue 


Blacktown N.S.W. 2148 


N.AME: . . . • . • . . • . • • • . • • . . • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • •• If you wish to 
order more than 

ADDRESS: . . • . • • . • • • • . . • . • • . • . . • • . . . . • • • .. one article 
please either 

............... .......... P/Code... .. . ... copy this form 
or list your 

HOME PHONE:( ••• ) •.••••..•••••.•••••••••• orders on a 
separate piece 

SIZE IN eM Eg lOOcm: •••••••••••.•••.•••• of paper. 

COWUR: •.••••••••••••••••••••••.••.••••• 

T-SHIRT or SWEATSHIRT•..••••••••.•••• ••• 

Make Cheques or Money Orders Payable to J.C.H.&.P.S. 
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Some Useful Society Contacts 

President: 	Janet Macfarlane 83 Coonanbarra Road Wahroonga 
2076 Phon~ (02) 489 3991 

Secretary: 	Scott Melton 107 Killarney Avenue Blacktown 
2148 Phone (02) 622 0920 

Membership 	Secretary: Maureen Sullivan 5 Grey Street 
Keiraville 2500 Phone (042) 296 754 

Treasurer: 	Dimity Short 102 Woodcourt Road Berowra Heights 
2082 Phone (02) 465 2763 

Ii ," 
i A WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

The Society would like to extend a 
following new members; 

Mr Victor P Jeffreys 
Mr &Mrs D Parker & Family 
Ian &Cheryl Greaves &Family 
Rodney Ford 
Debra Robson 
Warwick Trantum 

warm welcome to the 

Terry Hills 
Hazelbrook 
Hartley Vale 
Neutral Bay 
Gorokan 
Mt Colah 

Hope to see you at the meeting in February, 

1991 MEMBERSHIPS ARE NOW DUE 

If a red cross appears in the box above your membership is 
due for renewal as at 1st January 1991. When renewing, 
please fonvard your remittance together with the form on 
the back of this newsletter which is suitable for both new 
memberships or renewals. Don't forget the value of five 
years membership for four times the annual rate, Please 
do not delay in forwarding your renewal as you are not 
eligible to vote at the A.G.M. if you are unfinancial. 

1; 
!I

I 



HISTORICAL NEITLE CAVE INSPECfION 

On Sunday the 10th February there will be a special 
inspection of the Nettle Cave, conducted by Ernst 
Holland. Please meet outside the Guides Office at 10a.m. 
There is a limit of 30 places on this tour and the 
minimum age is 8 years. Gloves are also recommended for 
the climb up. The Nettle Cave is an upper passage of the 
Devil's Coach House and there is a good view of the 
Northern entrance from the Nettle Cave. 

For further information and to reserve a place on the tour 
please phone Janet Macfarlane on (02) 489 3991 after 6p.m. 

The following is an extract from the book "Australia's 
First Century" and describes a visit to the Nettle Cave. 

"For the trip one adopts the oldest and most compact 
clothes possible; no ribbons or trimmings must be left 
hanging to catch on a point of rock. The GUide takes his 
magnesium wire-lamp and a supply of candles, the visitors 
provide themselves with candlesticks (a peculiar form is 
in vouge with a saucer to catch the sperm drippings) and 
matches, and the procession starts. Ibwn into the mouth of 
the Grand Arch we wind along, out to its lower entrance, 
and then, with a sharp leftward turn, mount some half 
covered steps to a grating that bars the cave mouth. This 
is the Nettle Cave. The reason is apparant at once: those 
tall weeds that edge our stairway can sting with great 
effect. Our guide opens a gate in the grating, lets' us all 
in and bars it again. Then the candles are lighted - they 
will not be much wanted here, but it is as well to get 
into the routine at once - and we start off down a slope 
thick with dust. Here the formations are, as a rule, of 
great size, but covered with an impalpable yellow powder, 
and quite wanting in brilliancy; they are mutilated, too, 
to a large extent, by former visitors" excursionists of 
twenty years ago, who were anxious to keep up their rifle 
shooting. Presently we come out into daylight in the side 
of a huge vault, and find ourselves a hundred feet or so 
up in the southern wall of the Coach-house, with the light 
streaming down through the summit-hole on masses of fan
tastic stalagmite; some imitating a lobster's back, others 
like drooping branches of willow, green from the rain." 



1 '" '*"'*'Jl!Q(: ~;_ . M$E2Ql ¥( 

COMMING ATIRACTIONS AT JENOLAN CAVE'S 

The following list of comming attractions has been 
supplied by the Management of Peppers Jenolan Caves 
House for your information. 

2-2-91 	 "Bobbie Barnes Night" 
Scots Dancing mid-afternoon and evening. 
Scottish Banquet - Saturday night including 
"Piper and the Haggis". 

14-2-91 	 "Valentines Night" 
Special Menu. 
Supper Club and romantic music featuring Harp 
and Guitar. 

23-2-91 	 "Simply Chopin" 
A Chopin concert conducted outdoors after dinner 
and will be accompanied by candlelight a'l fresco 
desserts. 

16-3-91 	 "A Musical Weekend" 
17-3-91 	 The S.B.S. Youth Orchestra will perform in the 

Devil's Coach House. 
Other performances of chamber music to be held 
in the Guest Lounge and Dining Room. 

For further information and to make a reservation in Caves 
House, please phone Peppers Jenolan Caves House on 
(063) 593304. The entertainment for New Years Eve was most 
enjoyable and the above events should be as well. 
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membership for;n 

~ Sin~le Membership 	 $10.00 per year 

,', Family Membership 	 $10.00 per year for 2 members of 
the family PLUS $3.00 per year 
for each additional member of 
the same immediate family seeking 
membership. 

.. Full Time Student S4.00 per year 
Membership 

~ 5 year membership 	 is available at FOUR times the Annual Rate. 

Please make remittance payable to jenolan Caves Historical and 
Preservation Society and forward -together with the form below. 
'M#l+*,_I""'*~_-KfWIiW~»t<#I~I~I#>I_I<DI~I~'*i'I~'___""_ 

Surname: -------------------------------------------------------- 

Chri~tian Names: 

2 

Address: 

Postcode: 

Telephone': .... ___ .. ___ .... _..... . 	 Date: 

Names of ~hil~ren to be included in membership 

Name 	 Agf? 

Please enrol me as a member for the year: ---------------------- 

I el)Close cheque/money order for the sum of $ Single/Fami Iy 

Please forward to: 	 The Membership Secretary 
Jenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society 
5 Grey Street 
Keiraville N S W 2500 

(042-296754 Maureen Sullivan) 
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FEATURE 1 
Jenolan Caves in 1872 

by W. Slattery 

The railway was been constructed through Tarana at 
this time and we supplied the Contractor with a lot of 
fencing material. On one ocasion a man named Pat 
Hartigan and myself were splitting timbers near the 
Duckmaloy one afternoon Jerry Wilson who was recently 
appointed Caretaker at the Caves came to our camp and 
said he wanted us to go with him to the Caves that 
evening when asked why so urgent he replied their is a 
Bullock team coming from Oberon with a load of 
flooring boards and we want help to get them down the 
mountain and then I want ye to get timber and strip 
enough bark to build a sheltershed at the Caves. We 
saddled up our horses rolled up our kit and away we 
went through the scrub about ten miles to the top of the 
Caves hill were we camped for the night in the morning 
the teamster yoked up six bullocks we then cut down a 
small tree lashed the boards in to the limbs of the tree 
hooked the bullocks on to the tree and after four hours 
manuvering we landed at the mouth of the grand arch. 
Those boards were to build a dancing floor in the grand 
arch at that time parties used to reach the caves in horse 
back and stayed overnight they would pass the time 
dancing when not exploring the caves we camped at the 
entrance to the arch for ten days wilst getting the timber 
required for the shed during that time we done a bit of 
exploring. The arch on your right going in from 
Hampton was called the devils coach house about a mile 
up that creek there is a few acres of level ground this 
was called McKewins hole. This is were an escaped 
convict named McKern was arrested wich led to the first 
discovery of the caves. Their is a small cave on the hill 
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closeby where this man lived and at the time showed 
signs of habitation there was also about half an acre of 
land that had been cultivated part of the fence was still 
visible. By what I leaned from the old hands at that time 
McKeon _and another man escaped from a convict 
settlement at a place called the Hill about two miles on 
the eastern side of Muillins Falls. 

Those escapees were a large for several years they 
came out occasionally and raided the settlers taking what 
they required. Eventually the police and a couple of the 
old pioneers went out determined to locate their hiding 
place after being out three or four days they camped 
overnight on one of the mountains in the vicinity of the 
caves early next morning they saw smoke rising out of 
this p[articular gully guided by the smoke they 
discovered McKeon working in his garden. The other 
man was not found but there was a mound of earth 
close by and it was surmised that he was buried there. 

Tne above account is from the unpublished diary of William Slattery, who 
later operated a timber mill in Lithgow. The spelling and punctuation are 
reproduced as in the original, with the permission of his descendant, Trevor 
Evans of Lithgow. It was transcribed by Jim Smith who requests readers to I 
locate "the Hill" and "Muillin's Falls". Jim can be contacted at 65 Fletcher 
Street, Wentworth Falls, 2782. I 

I 

JCHAPS Newsletter April 1991 Page 3 



FEATURE 2 

Annual Report 1893 


Progress Report by Mr. W. S. Leigh. Superjntendent of Caves. 
Department of Mjnes and Agriculture. Geological Survey Branch, 

Sydney. 14 February. 1894. 
Sir. 

] have the honour to submit the fo11owing progress 
report on the caves for the year 1893:

During the year 1 have inspected the folJomng caves jn 
connection with the general supervision. improvement works, and 
new discoveries. &c.. viz.. Jenolan {four visits}. WeJ1jngion. Ben
dithera, Wombeyan, and Cooleman. 

T'ne most jmportant new discovery was made at Jenolan. 
where Mr J. Wilson. keeper. discovered on the 20th February. 
another large and djstinct branch of the lmperial Cave. which. in 
point of beauty and interest. is equal to any other known cave in 
the group. It branches off from the "Right Imperia]." near the 
IIGem of the West/' and iis passages. intersecting each other at 
various points. total over 2.000 feet in Jength. 

Subsequently, further extensions, consisting of two small 
branches. were discovered jn the cave. 

/eJJO/iJ/J C&ves 

Number of visjtors. 1.511. On account of the shortness of 
funds jt was found necessary in Joly to suspend for the time 
being improvement works at these and other caves. Good 
progress had. however. been made in the carrying out of more 
urgent and important works. At the time operations were sus
pended the men were engaged in opening up the new cave. and 
so far the work accompHshed js most satisfactory. J estimate H 
wm take two men about four months to complete the necessary 
improvements in this cave. The ironwork for same has not yet 
been provided. 
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It having been decided to light the Lucas Cave with elec
irkity. 8 new dynamo and sh arc lamps and fittings were pro
cured from the Western EJectric Company. Chicago. for the pur
pose. The arc lamps. the first to be used at Jeno]an. should. on 
account of its spacious chambers. produce a grand effect in this 
cave. The passages wj]] be Hgbted with the ordinary 
incandescent lamps. 

As the present dynamo in use for the Jmperial. Cave lights 
was driven direct from the turbine. it was found necessary in the 
new arrangement to remove same to a position suitable for 
driving from a counter-shaft. by which the new dynamo will also 
be driven. T'njs portion of the work. which embraced the supply 
and erection of counter-shafting. pulleys. belting, &c., building of 
concrete foundations and erection of dynamos. was performed by 
Mr J. J. Paterson. contractor. The cables have also been laid to 
the mouth of the cave. 

The other porlion of the work, viz.. the hangjng of the 
lamps and the running of the wires. &c.. through the cave. was 
to have been carried out by the Electric Ught Department. 
simultaneously -wHh iJ1e portion already done. but the 
Department has not yet been able to spare the services of the 
Chjef Electricjan. who has been entrusted wjth the work. . 

Extract in pan: from the Annual Report of the Mlnes Department, 

1893. 
 I 

I
l 

! 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

I have very much pleasure in presenting a report of the Society's 
activities during 1990. 

Traditionally, four committee and four general meetings were held at 
Jenolan during the last twelve months. Follovving the general 
meeting on Saturday, 12th May, Basil Ralston, a former Jeno1an 
Guide and author of Jenolan - The Golden Ages of Caving, was our 
guest speaker. Basil very kindly presented to the Society his 
original 1987 manuscript titles The Men of Jenolan and gave 
permission for the Society to reprint his poem Why do I do it? and a 
chapter Fun in the Lucas which were not included in the published 
version. We are fortunate to have sole selling rights of his book at 
Jenolan and to date have sold 278 copies through the Ticket Office. 

On 2nd July, the Peppers Hotel Group formally commenced their 
lease of Caves House. I was pleased to represent the Society at a 
special meeting with Paul Rubie (Chairman, The Jenolan Caves 
Reserve Trust), Mike O'Connor (Chairman and Managing Director of 
the Peppers Hotel Group and Philip Riley (Executive Director 
Operations and Development for Peppers Hotel Group). 

On Saturday evening, 14th July, a special meeting attended by 
members of the Guiding Staff and the Society's Committee was held 
in the Guides' Office. The aim of this informal meeting, chaired. by l 
Phil McGuire, was to re-establish the relationship between the 
Society and the Guiding Staff. It was agreed that more social I 

·1· 

functions be included in the Society's calendar ... bush dances, 
smoke concerts, etc. Following this-meeting, I WIote personally to ]1 
all 25 members of the Guiding Staff (including financial members of 
the Society) inviting them to our August general meeting and a . 
social Hget-together" afterwards in the Resources Centre. It was on 

I 
I 

this occasion that we formally welcomed Seamus O'Brien, Manager 
of Caves House, to Jenolan and to the Society as a new member. 

The November meeting held in the Cathedral Chamber of the Lucas 
Cave was very . well attended ... perhaps all meetings, even Annual 
General Meetings, should be held in the caves! At the conclusion of 
the meeting, Domino Houlbrook, a casual guide and member of the 
Society, sang for US from the heights of the pulpit. It was indeed a 
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very special occasion. But there was more ... three choices in fact. 
Return as we had come to the Guide's Office for supper; an 
inspection led by Anthony Hardy to the Sole of the Boot (the 
original way into the Lucas Cave) or a tour through the Temple of 
Baal and the Binoomea Cut accompanied by Bany Richard and Peter 
Culley. 

On Sunday, 11th November, members of the Society catalogued 
items and helped with the Caves House foyer display. We are most 
grateful to Peppers for making the magnificent Victorian bookcases 
available to the Society for the display of artifacts and memorabilia. 
We also appreciate Peppers' encouragement in prOviding 
accommodation in the "historical wing" of Caves House on a no 
charge/pay for meals basis for members carrying out specif:ic tasks at 
Jenolan on behalf of the Society. 

In December, George Djordjewitsch was appointed General Manager 
of the Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust and we look forward to a long 
and happy association. . 

During the year, the Society officially took over the control and 
running of the Resources Centre. We also agreed to maintain the 
updating of the Managers' Honour Roll, presented some years ago 
to Caves House by the late Walter Heiron. Peppers are ,keen to 
continue with this tradition and we are presently confirming past 
managers with the Trust. We have also undertaken to preserve the 
Native Bird collection and we than Anthony and Sue Hardy for the 
research and restoration work they have carried out with Hartcorp, 
consultants for the redevelopment of the Grand Arch Precinct that 
area from Caves House to the Grand Arch) involving possible re
siting of the Society's Post Office Museum. 

My sincere thanks to the Committee and members of the Society for 
their enthusiasm and support during 1990, particularly our hard 
working Secretary, Scott Melton; Treasurer, Dimity Short; and 
Membership Secretary, Maureen Sullivan. Additionally, we thank 
Scott for his efforts in producing the JCHAPS T-Shirts and 
sweatshirts and his logo design; Dimity, for providing raffles at our 
meetings; and Maureen, for attending to the suppers. . 

lCHAPS Newsletter Apr:il1991 Page 7 

,I 


J 

I 
j, 

~; 


,
,I 
.! " 



To L.~ose members of the Committee who are not standing for re
election, we thank you for your support and hope you will continue 
to maintain an interest in the Society. 

We very much appreciate the continued co-operation of Paul Rubie, 
Emst Holland and the Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust, Nigel Scanlon 
and the Guiding Staff, and Seamus O'Brien the staff of Peppers 
Jenolan Caves House. 

One of the very positive results which has emerged from this year 
of change at'Jenolan is the feeling of greater co-operation, friendship 
and respect which has developed between the 1mst, Peppers and 
the Society. I am sure this augurs well for all, but more 
importantly, for Jenolan. 

(MIs) Janet Macfarlane 
President 
Ienolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society 
9th February, 1991. 

FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK 

Hi, and welcome to another column. The last General Meeting of the 
Society was held at Jenolan Caves on Saturday 9th February and was 
followed by the 1991 Annual General Meeting. Twenty-one members 
attended these meetings and apologies were received from a further twenty
one members. 

Matters discussed at the General Meeting included the meeting held between 
Janet Macfarlane and Barril Richard with Stephen Alley and Antionette Lee 
of Hartrorp. Hartrorp have been engaged to report on the possible 
redevelopment of the Grand Arch precinct (Caves House fa the Grand 
Arch). When this area is redeveloped it is quite possible that the Society 
will have space for a new museum. At this time though, discussions are 
still in the preliminary stages with the' major problem of traffic flow to be 
OTJercome. I will keep you informed as future developments occur. 
JCHAPS Newsletter April 1991 Page 8 

i 
, 

I 
1 

i 



Fudge sales are progressing well with the first batch sold out in two days 
to the Guides! Sales of the Golden Ages book by Basil Rillston are selling 
well and as at the date of the last meeting 278 copies had sold. This is 
most pleasing. It is also good to see members wearing Society T-Shirts and 
sweatshirts. They are still available through me by ringing me on (02) 622 
0920. 

I also infrmned the meeting that I would be prepared to research past 
meeting minutes in order to find any amendments that have been made to 
the constitution of the Society. When this is done Janet and myself will 
update the constitution. This will be a big task but one that needs doing. I 
will be able to provide a preliminary report as to the progress of this task 
in the next newsletter. 

I ' Once the General Meeting concluded the 1991 Annual General Meeting 
commenced. The President, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Secretary and 
Curator presented their reports for 1990 which were accepted. At this point 
in time Janet Macfarlane declared all positions vacant and called upon 
Sandra Heaney to take the chair until a new President was elected. 

Nominations for President were called for and one Janet Macfarlane was 
I 
Ireceived. As their were no other nominations, Janet was elected uwpposed. i 

The rest of the 1991 Committee were elected as follows: 

Vice Presidents: 

Secretary: 

Assistant Secretary: 

Treasurer: 

Assistant Treasurer: 


I I 
I . 

Bany Richard and Steve Opper 
Scott Melton 
Sandy Bartlett 
Dimity Short 
Richard Guy 

Membership Secretary:Maureen Sullivan 
Curator: 

Committee Members: 


Patron: 

Bany Richard 
Phil McGuire (Activities Officer), 
Sandra Heaney, Cathie Draheim, 
Natalie Wheatley, Les Macfarlane, 
Adrian Wheatley, June Heiron, Arthur Gray, 
Derek Elmes (Newsletter Editor) 
Mr Harold Coates c.B.E. 

Congratulations to the above on their election. Tfumks must also be 
extended to th()se members that did not seek re-e1.ecti.on fur the efforts over 
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the last yeo.r. In addition,the following positions were left unfilled until the 
May Meeting : Curator (2), Reseo.rch Officer and Department 
Representative. Thanks are extended to Peppers for allowing us to use 
Wallaby Hall for the meeting. 

The Cleo.n Up Australia Day which was held at Jenolan was a success with 
3 x 8 ton trucks of rubbish and 34 garbage bags removed. Most of this was 
old construction material but it was a shame that six bags of rubbish were 
collected from the side of the Five Mile Hill. John Brown, Arthur Gray, 
Stephen Gray, Mathew as well as myself spent an enjoyable morning 
walking down the Five Mile collecting rubbish.It really makes you 
appreciate where Jenolan is located when you stop and look over the valley. 
As well as Society members the following groups were represented Blue 
Mountains Speleological Club, O. T.C. Caving Club, Endeavour Caving 
Club and the Hills Speleological Club. At Jenolan the Guides must be 
thanked for their participation as well as the Trust for supplying bags at 
the last moment. Special thanks to Barry Richard for disposing of the 
rubbish as well as leading a cave tour afterwards for those who participated. I
Thanks also to Julie Bye for organising and co-ordinating the day. 

j' 
On a more personal note, congratulations are in order to Sue and Anthony 
Hardy on the birth of their baby daughter Sonia. As well, Bill Buckley is 
recovering well from his heart surgery of a few weeks ago. 

Don't forget that the next meeting of the Society is being held on Saturday 
4th May so as not to clash with Mother's Day. All other meetings will 
remain the second Saturday of the respective month. 

That's about all the news for noW from the Society, and on behalf of the 
Committee,we hope to see you at the May' meeting. 

Scott Melton 
Secretary 

CURATOR'S REPORT 

The main achievement for 1990 was establishing a display in the 
Resource Centre for which many' thanks are owed to Janet & Les 
Madarlane, Scott Melton and Steve Opper. We have removed some 
objects from the Seismograph station to the storage area of the 
Resources Centre in order to improve access to the Society's 
JCHAPS Newsletter April 1991 Page 10 
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collection, so that may continue to catalogue these objects. Detailed 
notes on how to catalogue the collection are available to any 
member who wishes to participate in this project and thanks go 
especially to Scott Melton who has continued to help greatly with 
this task. Peppers Resort has expressed interest in ccroperting with 
the Society during its renovations, particularly in establishing a. new 
n;sources centre. The Museum Association of Australia are willing to 
provide professional advice to the Society and Peppers about the 
sorts of requirements needed for such a centre. We await further 
developments. 

A thought about the future. One of the problems with maintaining 
an9. developing the Society's collection over the last few years has 
been the laCk of people" who coUld put in enough time to really 
improve the collection. That most other historical societies often 
have a voluntary museum workforce of about 10 (mostly retired) 
people who devote 1-2 days each week to their museums, I think, 
highlights our problem, since most of our members have full time 
jobs and so, understandably, have much less time to devote to the 
museuxp.. Our aim for this year should, perhaps, be one of 
persuading ;Peppers (if indeed they need persuading), that the 
history of Jenolan is an important reason why people visit the 
Caves. Indeed, not onJy is Jenolan a "masterpiece of nat1;tre", but it 
also has important c:u.ltural dimensions for Australian Europeans for 
over two hunched years. The Society has an interesting collection of 
artifacts which demonstrates this history and could be well 
displayed and utilised in any dev~opments that Pepp.ers are 
planning. These developments, then, should allow for professional ..' 
advice on how best to display the objects, not only so they tell a 
story in a way that visitors will respond to, but also so the objects 
are properly cared for. Our contribution, not withstanding the 
objects, could be then looking after the displays, a job that could be 
done at each meeting every three months. 

Julia Horne (6/2J91) 
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MEMBERSffiP REPORT 

Current Membership details: 
Family = 29; Ordinary =38; Students = 4; Life = 1; 
Patron'" 1; Special Honorary '" 2; Unfinancial = 25 
Total Paid Membership == 71 
Total Membership '" Ul 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to the following new 
members: 

Denise Armstrong (Ingelburn) 
Jonathan Wooding &: Carole Cus,ack (Ashfield) 
David &: Margaret Buschlng (WoIisa~cra£t) 
Wendy Gibson (Hinchinbrook) 

SENIOR GUIDE'S BIT 

Nigel Scanlon has provided some details on a few recent events in 
the Caves. The Ribbon Cave was shown (as a nonnal tour) for the 
first time since Good Friday 1984, by John Callaghan, on Good 
Friday just past; all the pathways in the Lucas Cave have been 
water cleaned; and in the River Cave, two mats have been placed in 
the River Cave to prevent mud being carried by the visitors shoes 
on the Mud Tunnel into the rest of the cave and the uppers sections 
have been "scrubbed and vacuumed". Thanks Nigel. 

THE EDITORS CONTRIBUTION 

Welcome to my first issue Editor" and I hope that I am able to 
provide an interesting and attractive Newsletter. It is my opinion 
that the Newsletter should be more than a way of informing the 
membership of upcoming meeting and events, and present some 
type of "feature", It need not be a 3000 word essay or thesis, but 
just something of interest. It could be an extract from an old 
newspaper or book on Jenolan, or some little titbit of information 
about Jenolan's past or for ¢at matter, its present. I would like to 
invite any member to submit to me, anything they think may make 
an interesting article in the newsletter, e.g., I've included an extract 
from the Department of Mines 1893 Annual Report. I would like to 
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thank 'Jim Smith for supplying the piece~on Jenolan in 18?2 from t11e 

diary of William Slattery. 

... ,
EVENts i 

Future ,Meeting Dates: I 
i 

.~ • f ...1.

Saturday, 4th, May 1991 " 

Sa~pay, lOth' August' 1991 

Saturday, 9th August 1991 

, . 
WHAT'S-HAPPENING AT-CAVES HOUSE? 

Since publication of the last 'rt~wsletter we have been informed. by 1, 

,Ithe management of Peppers that no furth,er work has been carried 
out on Caves House. As work takes place you will be informed. 

'," .' 
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CAVESWORD PUZZLE #1 

llis, and I could be wrong, is the first Crossword Puzzle to appear 
in the JQ-IAPS Newsletter. While this Editor will attempt to 
maintain the regularity of this item he would appreciate any 
contribution from members. 

ACROSS 
1. The rock in which the Jenolan Caves 
are found (9). 
7. Cave probably discovered in 1868 by 
R. Hughes and two brothers, Pa.trick and 
Edward, whom it was named <lfter (6). 
10. Because the water is slightly this, the 
caves can form (4). 
11. Mons ___ (3). 

13. Cave opened to the public on 28th 
December, 1917 (6). 
15. _____ Wiburd (5). 

17. The Signatures "Lucas", 
"Simmonds", "Hennings 1888", "Robert 
Irving Bourke, Oberon, May 1888", and 
"Voss Wiburd" are found in this cave 
(8). 
20. Wonderful organisation (6). 
23. Cave discovered in 1903 and 
renamed in 1987 (8). 
24. Surveyed the caves in 1897·98 (8). 
25. Cave once inspected at the same 
time as the Arch Cave (6). 
26. A current and well known show 
cave, though some of its features, the 
Furze Bushes, White Gum Tree, and the 
Retreat are not so well known (5). 
27. Cave named after the Governor of 
New South Wales who arrived in the 
year of its discovery, 1890 (6). 

28. The guides used to play Charon 
upon this (4). 

DOWN 
1. Jeremiah's wife (7). 
2. First entered in 1882 by Jeremiah 
Wilson and now has sections known as 
Brittle Bauar, Pisa Chamber, The 
Overflow, and Wilsons Rift (7). 
3. Cave named after a tree at its 
entrance near Carlotta's Arch (5). 
4. Her Bower is found on the way to 
Victoria's (4). 
5. Electrical wires leading from Olympia 
to the Red and White Temples were (are) 
coated with this metal (4). 
6. The Grand ____ (4). 

8. The Gem at the end of the Imperial 
(4). 
9. The ______ Smith Cave (6). 

16. Cave officially discovered by Bruce 
Welch on 11th May 1975 (6). 
18. They were this before the Jubilee (8). 
19. Senior Guide from 1946 to 1955 (7). 

21. PSRT (4). 
22. His wife greets everyone on the way 
t~ the Crystal Oties (3). 

j•
J 
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Answers in the next issue 

i 

JOiAPS Newsletter April 1991 Page 1.5 



-"j 

.. 

STOP PRESS 

The new JCHAPS Newsletter Editor has tried to mislead the membership. In an atte~pt to 
undermine the smooth operation of the organisation he has stated that the 10th of August 
meeting is followed 'by the of 9th August meeting!- Don't. be led astray! There is no 
meeting on 9th August! There is, however one on 9th November. Repeat - page 13 - 9th 
August should read 9th November. 
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Jenolan Caves 
Historical and Preservation Society ., 

IMembership Application and Renewal For;m 
Rates: 

Single Membership $10.00 per year. 

Family Membership $10.00 per year for two members of the family PLUS 


$3.00 per year for each additional member of the 
iInmediate family seeking membership. 

Full Time Student $4.00 per year. 
Five year membership is available at FOUR times the annual rate. 

Please make remittance payable to Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation 
Sadety and forward together with the form below (or a copy) to the 
membership secretary. 

Your Renewal is due (but only if the following box is marked): D 

Surname: ______________________________________ 
F~st Name(s): _____________________________ 

Children's names and ages (for family membership): 

Address: 

Post Code: 

Telephone: 

Membership: NewlRenewal Period: One!Five year 


" 	 Please enrol me as a member for the year: _____..:. 
I enclose a cheque/money order for the sum of $ ____ for 
Single!FamilylFull time student membership. 

Please forward to: 
The Membership Secretary 
Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Sod.ety 
5 Grey Street 
Keiraville NSW 2500 

«042) 296754 Maureen Sullivan) 
,.. 
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VANDAI1SM AT JENOLAN CAVES. 

Regarding the Jenolan Caves, several cases of vandalism have 
recently be reported. Some excursionists have amused 
themselves by carving their names about the place. The Minister 
for Mines finds that the legal position of the department in the 
maHer is very indefinite. To make maUers clear Mr. Cook has 
given directions that the cave reserves of the colony should be 
placed under the Public Trust Act of 1897. This Act provides for 
the appointment of trustees who are empowered to make rules 
and regulations for the management and control of such trusts. 
In this manner it is hoped that any damage to the caves will in 
future be prevented. 

The Uthgow Mercury, Friday, 27th January, 1898 (supplied by 

Robert Lindsay) 


A little bit more - Oliver Trickett 

Som:e times you come across some pieces of information that relate 
to Jenolan in some nmny places. While working for the Department 
of Mineral Reso'UIces (Mines Department) I often wandered into the 
Department's general store room in search of pens, rulers, pendls, 
paper, and other stationary. I also occasioned to wander down the 
back where they stored all the old accounts records where there 
were a number of old journals. Glancing through these journals I 
found one that detailed the employment and pay of employees 
around the tum of the century. Naturally I looked for familiar 
names and found an entry for one Oliver Trickett. 
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The details, of the entry are Jis,ted below. 

. Name 3wJ.Jj, &iw. 

Date of Birth m, 2qiA 1847 

'Date Position # ~Branch Annual 
Remarks 

Salary 
1880 
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'(You may be interested to hear that a book written by Greg 
Middleton is soon to be published by the Sydney Speleological 
Society. More information as it comes to hand.) 

FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK 

Welcome to my third "From the Secretary's Desk" column. 
For the majority of our members this newsletter is the only 
contact they have with the Society so 1 will do my best to make 
the column as interesting and informative as possible. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Reserve, Trust, the last 
meeting was held in the Temple of Baal cave and was well 

~ attended with 21 members- present. Unfortunately the decision 
to hold the meeting in the cave was made at the last moment 
so we were unable to advertise it in the last newsletter. Due 
to the popularity of holding the meetings in caves, we have 
once again received permission from the Trust to hold the 
August meeting in the Lucinda Cavern of the Chifley Cave. 
Like the previous meetings held in caves it should prove 
interesting. Don't forget to bring a small camp stool or a 
blanket to sit on. 

Matters discussed at the last Generpl Meeting included the 
proposed redevelopment of the area between Caves House and 
the Grand Arch. Julia Horne and Anne Brake from the 
M.A.A. had met with Antionette Lee from Hartcorp to discuss 
possible Society involvement. Their discussions included the 
question of funding and possible assistance that the Society 
may be eligible to receive in the form of grants from various 
organisations. 

Other matters discussed included progress reports on the 
sales of Society Sweatshirts and T-Shirts, fudge sales and 
Golden Age book sales. All are progressing well with 339 
Golden Age books sold as at the last meeting. At the next 
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meeting I hope to be able to present a more up to date position 
on Sweatshirt sales, including a profit figure to date. 

At the Annual General Meeting held in February, two 
positions were left vacant and these were filled at the meeting. 
For the position of Curator, two nqminations were received; 
one from Julia Horne and one from Sue Hardy. Although 
there was only one vacancy for curator, it was agreed to allow 
both nominations to stand. Congratulations to Julia and Sue. 
The other position to be filled was Research Officer and one 
nomination from Joan Edwards was received. Joan was elect~d 
unopposed and congratulations are also in order. , 

As many members may be aware, we have some members 
currently overseas. I recently received a letter from Michael & 
Boronia Chilcott who are in Switzerland. They are well and 
enjoying living there surrounded by snow and Swiss chocolate. 
As you may be aware Sandra Heaney is working in the Sudan 
as a relief worker. She also sent us a letter and it has been 
reproduced elsewhere in the newsletter. I am s~re you will 
join me in wishing 'her all the best and that she returns to 
Jenolan safe and well. 

Congratulations are in order for Domino and Kevin on their 
recent engagement. May they enjoy a long and happy life 
together. 

I am going to Western Australia in late September and hope 
,to visit the caves of the southwest corner of the state. I have 
been told they are very spectacular. , I will also be catching up 
friends I have not seen for a few years as well as visiting the 
famed dolphins of Monkey Mia. I will present a report of my 
trip in the next newsletter. 

That's about all for now so don't forget the next meeting to 
be held in the Chifley Cave. On the Sunday after the meeting 
there will be an inspection of the Elder Cave. At this time it 
will be at lOam, however, please check on the weekend. To 
reserve a place please phone Arthur Grey on (02)484-6526. By 
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the way the next meeting will be on Saturday 10th August. 
See you there. 

Scott Melton 
Secretary 

A Letter from the 'Sudan ... · 

Dear Janet, Scott and all at. JQ-IAPS~ 

Well life here .. in Sudan. is not something to envy, conditions have 
deteriorate9. to an unbelievable level. Thousands die daily from 
hunger. In <;>ur CatnP "'{e now have 60,000'people and only a half 
ration of food for 20,000. Each day we 10'ose at least 20 children '. 
and monthly 15 are being born .~ so there will be few left soon. . 

-~~ 

Despite all this OUI team remains in good spirits ....and continues to 
work hard, though at times OUI frustrations leads to arguments· but 
OUI love wins in the end ~nd all is forgiven. 

As for me I'm well and so far have resisted all nasty diseases. May 
. 	 not be back for the Augusf meeting as promised as it will be hard 

to walk 'away now when the need is greatest. 

Best wishes to you all, 

Love Sandra 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

We would like to welcome the following new members: 

Michael White (Waverton) 

Joan Edwards (Wentworth Falls) 


We would also. like to farewell Mrs Pamela Gooch who resigned 
from the SocietY. ", 

SENIOR GUIDES BIT 

Nigel reports that the guides are re£encing the Jubilee. Relencing 
commenced in the left branch with the assistance of renowned lover 
of the Jubilee and wall builderlfencer extordinaire, Mr J Callaghan. 
John was also involved in training some of the guides in the art of 
fencing. Water cleaning of the lower sections of the Orient Cave is 

. complete and they are waiting on a new water cleaner before 
commencing the higher sections. The new guides uniform has be 
finalised and they will be ordering it shortly. Nigel s~ed to report 
that Natalie "Suicide Blonde" Wheatley had done something to her 
hair but was cudg~lled with what sounded like a typewriter and the 
phone went dead. Guess we'll have to wait to the meeting to see 
what Nat's done. Thanks for the update and get well soon Nigel. 
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THE EDITORS CON1RIBUTION 

Well, I've managed to survive to my second issue despite an awful 
lot of things that tried to stop me, including a major computer 
malfunction that deleted everything from my hard disk. I'd like to 
thank those of you who have sent me material for the newsletter 
and I'll try to include as much of it as I can in this and future 
issues. After finding a few errors in the last newsletter (after I had 
sealed them all in their enveloped of course) I've decided to engage 
the services of a totally unprofessional proof reader. Martin Essam 
(who I would also like to thank for helping in the production (Le. 
he owned the laser printer) of the last 
,newsletter) has spent most of his life spelling words incorrectly and 
"'!rlting meaningless sentences, so I think he will be perfect for the 
job. Anyway that's enough from me, on with the newsletter. 

WHAT'S HAPPENING AT CAVES HOUSE? 

Nothing to report on the redevelopment of caves house. 

The following article was printed in the Sydney Morning Herald of 
Thursday, 4th July 1991: I 

TIiE RESTAURANT at }enolan 
Caves opened 75 years ago on 
September ~4, and the new operator, 
Peppers, wants to mark the occasion 
with a dinner tha t repea ts the 
original menu. So what was it? The 
earliest menu it's found goes back to 
1923, but recorda show there were 
souvenir menU6 for patrons from the 
opening dinner. First In with the 
menu (Seamus O'Brien, 063 593304) 

will be the guest of the hotel for two 
nights • and .lor the dinner. 
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TRIP REPORT 

(A trip and a half - Alladin Cave - 5th May 1991) 


When Ernie rang me about another matter and discovered I was 
coming up for the 4~ of May 1991 JCHAPS meeting he asked if 
would like to lead a caving trip to Alladin Cave for the Society. He 
asked if I knew the cave - I said yes - it was only a year or so since 
I was in their last - and my whatsama-callit, urn, er, memory is 
pretty good, soJ .,said fine. 

It was a beautiful day as we made our way up the valley. Before 
long our porters became nervous and refused to go any further. We 
left them carrying what supplies and equipment we could. Was this 
a warning for things to corne? Unperturbed: ,:"e continued on. We 
established base camp half way up the mountain and set out to find 
the cave entrance. It was 10 metres from our camp (not bad 
considering I hadn't been up there for a fair while). It was such a 
glorious day I tried to talk the others out of going under ground but 
they threatened me with alcohol and copious amounts of cash, so 
down we went. 

The first five metres were fine. It was then that we struck 
trouble. The passages where all in the wrong places, s~meone must 
have moved them. The was no other possible explanation. Without 
telling me, the permanent guides had changed the cave! After 
crawling into some very small holes we continued down the first 
passage we had started down until I had decided it was the wrong 
way. After some climbing and crawling and other caving type things 
we where almost to where the rope was needed. It was about now 
we discovered we were not alone. There was someone or something 
in here with us. We soon discovered what it was and adopted our 
new found companion as of trip mascot. It was a handsome beast 
(for a blow fly) though not very intelligent. It spent most of its time 
flying head long into our lights or trying to get inside Tim's helmet 
or up his nose. Anyway, after some discussion, common sense, 
caving knowledge and the memory of Arthur and Stephen we got to 
the bottom. We spent about half an hour wandering about looking 
at the formations and fighting of our mascot who by now had been 
named. Actually it had received a few names which cannot be 
printed here, but it seemed to respond to "Oh-get-Iost" the best. 
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We slowly made our way back to the surface and to the still 
glorious day. We lost "Oh-get-lost" on the way out and despite a 
desperate search could .not 'locate him. Once outside we made our 
way down the side of th~ hill in search of the entrance to Rho Hole. 
n was then that we heard what was now a familiar cry, charging 
down the hill was "Oh-go-away". He circled us once before arcing 
skyward. and vanishing, free again, into the glorious blue Jenolan 
sky. We arrived baCk at the guides office at about 1.3Opm. 

The survivors where:Arthur Gray, Stephen Gray, Lee Riding, Tim 
Riding and myself. 

Derek Elmes 

EVENTS 

. . 
SOCIETY CAVING TRIPS 

On Sunday 11th August, there will be inspections of the Elder 
.,' Cave. 

Interested? 
Contact Arthur Gray on (02) 4846526. 

Date of the Next Meeling: 9th November 1991 
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CAVESWORD PUZZLE NtJMlJER 2 

Across 

1. Hill near Oberon (8) 

3. Show Cave at the end of the Imperial 

(7) 
7. The add rain ___ the lithology(3) 

9. One of the steam cleaners(3) 
11. This wing 18 in the Ribbon .Cave (7) 

12. Inspector of Caves in 1893 (5) 

15. Rocks are often found in thIs (3) 

16. J48 lB its number though It is likely 

to contradict Itself (7) 

18. Jeremiah (6) 
21. The Jenolan Caves Reserve covers 
an ____ of 2421 hectares (4) 

22. Between the Persian and the Indian 
(8) 

23. Of shortcut fame(6) 
24. Wool ____ (4) 

27. There is more than one of these in 

every show cave and in some places 
ropes would be needed they were not 
there (4) 

29. Helectltes are also known as cave 
what? (9) 

30. The other temple 18 white (3) 

31. Both a column and an arch share this 
name (5) 

32. One time Minister for MInes and 
Prime Minister (4) 

JCHAPS Newsletter July 1991 Page 11 

,



33. The Arabian Blanket Is In this Cave 
(6) 

35. Cave and a Greek letter (3) 

37. A hollow stalactite formed by rings 

of calcite (5) 


39. Lucall. C~ey and Callaghan share 

th.ls (4) 


40. The last JCHAPS meeting was held 


In this temple (4) 


41. Period from about 395 to 430 mllllon 
years ago (8) 

42. She provides entry to the Arch Cave 

(8) 

.1. At the end of the Ribbon cave you 

will find th.ls formation (6) 

2. A glrla name (5) 

3. What Y"e're all really on about (7) 
4. Satin Bower ____(4) 

5. There was a Jam of these In the Grand 
Arch after the 1919 flood(3) 

6. You have to do this to the Grand 


Arch to reacl\ Caves House by car v!a 

the 5 Mne Hlll (5) 


8. A cave Is really just a ____ in the 

rock (4) 

10. Discovered by Fred Wilson in 1901 

(8) 

13. Climber and cave discoverer of 
renowned(7) 
14. The oolite ____ is In the 

Mammoth Cave(4) 

15. "She's" burled In the River Cave (6) 

16. You need to scale one of these to get 

to Oevaller Cave (4) 

17. This wing is near Gabriel's (6) 

19. There are several of these in the 
Ca thedral (6) 

20. Government Geologlst of QlfIey 

Cave fame (9) 

25. 39 Across is In the Palaeozoic __ _ 

(3) 

26. You pass through to of these in the 

Blnomea Cut (5) 

28. The well Is In here (7) 

32. Cave formation named due to its 
resemblance to its marine namesake (5) 

34. 'Same as 38 across (4) 
36. ____ of Reflections (4) 

38. Mafeking was so named due to an 
event during the Boer ___ (3) 

What's next? Well if you thought my previous offerings where 
difficult, I suggest you get into training for the next one. It's from 
someone called liMy Wife Made Me Do It" - and it's CRYPTIClI! 
I've also received one from Robert Lindsay - expect it in issue 71. 
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Answer to Cavesword Puzzle Number 1 

Here's the answer to Cavesword puzzle number 1. By the way, you 
didn't think I was going to let you get away with some easy puzzle 
where all the questions were there and there was sufficient room for 
the answers, did you? Well, for those of you who didn't pick up 
the deliberate trick questions, 9 down was one letter short, i.e. the 
answer had six letters in it but only five spaces were provided (give 
yourself a round of applause if you got that one). The second and 
more challenging answer was the one without a question, i.e 14 
Down,"Where was Jeremiah Wilson born?» (pat yourself on the back 
if you worked out the answer and then worked out the question). 
Anyway, here are the rest of the answers. 

q i)ow.-l ~ 
OC?'$ 
AA\o.. ~y" 

JCHAPS Newsletter July 1991 Page 13 



t' 

JCHAPS SWEATSHIRTS 

AND T-SHIRTS 


ARE STILL AVAILABLE. 


. Sweatshirts : $20.00 
. plus $4.50 postage. 

i 

T-Shirts: $10.00 
plus $3.50 postage. 

Contact Scott Melton on 
(02)622-0920 to place an 

order. 
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STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS 

SECRETARY MELTON AND ACTIVITIES OFFICER 

MCGUIRE PLAN COUP???? 

, It has been reported that both Secretary Scott Melton and Activities 

Officer Phil McGuire have been spotted on a flight to Melbourne. 

Why? During subtle questioning Scott claimed that he was just on a 

"mystery flight" and just happened to see Phil who' said "What' are 

you doing here?", Phil also claimed it was just a mystery flight 

and that's why his wife Barb and children Amy and Bindy were 

'there. He denied that his statement was a pass word used by 

Society Subversives attempting to wrest power from the President. 

But was there a hidden agenda? What are these two plotting? Who 

else is involved? Beware the ides of August Janet! Beware!!l/ ... 

I 
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FEATURE 

ACAVES srORY 

Writes our Mount Victoria correspondent: - Ashori time ago 
a party arrived at the Jenolan Caves loo late for the caretaker to 
undertake the lighting ·up of same. Amoungst the visitors was a 
Maori gentleman. who bad nolbing to do with the olhers. A 
consuJtation took place and the Maori being approached and 
made a confiQant of. tbe caretaker was called one side and the 
following co]Joquy took place: "Wbat wilJ the PrinceQo? He has 
not much time. and is due at Sydney for cricket"."Wbat 
Prince?". "Why Prince Ranji! He is here incognito. and does nol 
want his name mentioned: but we know who he is and he is 
anxious to get through wHh bis visit", /lOh indeed. Wel1. well. we 
must do our best and gel Jighted up", Joy of visitors - deJight 
of caretaker at so i1lustrious a visitor - and the Caves were 
expJored. Maybe the said carelaker. now he knows a]J aboul it. 
will fight shy of dark gentlemen and not be taking any princes 
again in a hurry. 

Extract from The Uthgow Mercury, Friday, January 28, 1298. 
Supplied by Robert Undsay. 
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PRESIDENTIAL NOTES 

Janet relays the following to memberS: 

A letter has been received from Seamus O'Brien, General 
Manager of Caves House. The following extract should be of 
interest to members: 

"We would be happy to offer society members a 20% discount on our 
normal package rates... II 

So why not take advantage of this generous offer - not only at 
meeting times but at aU ~es of the yearl 

...... 

Letters have also been: sent from the Society JO the Oberon Shire 
Council, the Management of the Trust and aU T11lSt members 
regarding the development of the "Grand Arch Precinct". It is not 
planned to reproduce these letters here. The following, however, 
summarises their contents: 

It 	 The Society does not Wish to see this area developed in a way 
that will compromise the historic panoramas of Jenolan and 
detract from the historic aspects of Jenolan's proposed World 
Heritage Listing. 

• 	 The Society is concerned that it appeared the plans for the re
development were dose to being submitted for Development 
Approval without groups with a proven interest having the 
chance to comment on them. 

• 	 The Society was concerned about the style and location of any 
proposed buildings in the area and that any new building should 
be placed sympathetically within the valley and be of the same 
architectural character as Caves House and other earlier 
buildings. 
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.. 	 The Society is aware that other groups, notably of the 
speleological movement, are concerned about the re-development 
from a scientific perspective, fearing that altered air flow may be 
damaging to the caves. 

.. 	 The Society considers that it has a legitimate role to play in the 
proposed re-development of Jenolan and that it's comments and 
criticisms are made in good faith and the Society is willing to 
discuss any aspect of the proposed re-development with the 
Trust. 

(The above is a precis of the salient points of a letter by Janet 
Madarlane (President) to the Oberon Shire Council and by Steve 
Opper (Vice-president) to the General Manager and all members of 
the Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust by the editor.) 

FROM 1HE SECRETARY'S DESK 

Nigel Scanlan gave his permission for the August meeting to be held in 
the Lucinda CIulmber of the Chifley Cave. It was an enjoyable evening 
with 17 members braving the chilly August winds blowing through the 
Grand Arch to venture into the cave. Once inside and faced with a climb 
up to the Lucinda Chamber it did not take long to warm up. 

Matters discussed at the meeting included progress reports on the sale of 
the Society fudge and T-shirts and sweat shirts. All items are still selling 
well and the T-shirts a,nd sweat shirts can still be purchased from me. 
Copies of "'enolan - The Golden Ages of Caving" by Basil RAlston are still 
available from the Ticket Office. Thanks must be conveyed to the Trust for 
allow us to sell the fudge and books through the Ticket Office. Special 
thanks also to the staff of the Ticket Office for selling the fudge and books 
for us. 

Getting back to the meeting I reported that I have not carried out any 
further work on the review of the constitution but hope to after November 
when I am on my break from studies at tech. I aim to have a draft copy 
for the February meeting next year. Various reports and correspondence 
was also tabled for acceptance. 
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The Manager of Caves House, Seamus O'Brien, has agreed to Sodety 
members receiving a discount .of 20% off the cost of staying at Caves 
House. This will be appreciated by members who regularly stay at the 
House and I am sure you will agree that the offer is most appreciated. 
Thankyou Seamus and Peppers. 

Many members will be aware that there are currently plans afoot to 
redevelop the area from the Grand Arch up to Caves House. Our President 
Janet Macfarlane has covered this in her report elsewhere in the newsletter 
(Information from janet is relayed by the editor elsewhere Ed.) It will be 
interesting to see what the final outcome will pe. 

On the Sunday following the November meeting approval has been 
received for the Society to partak:e of a spedal tour through the Lu~s Cave, 
parts 0/ which will be by ~ndle-light. This should prove to be an 
interesting inspection. For something different, the 1992 AGM will be held 
at the ~bins at the top of the Five Mile Hill on Saturday 8th February. 
We aim to have a BBQ for dinner, followed by both the general meeting 
and the AGM. Further details will be advised in the January newsletter 
but it is not too early to give some thought to standing for a position on 
the committee next year. 

As 1 mentioned in the last newsletter I was planning on a visit to Perth 
for a couple of weeks to see what the state had to offer the !I'Verage tourist. 
Well 1 had an enjoyable time which included visits to various ~ves. 1 have 
written a separate report on my exploits in the Sandgraper State which you 
can read elsewhere in the newsletter. 

That's about all for this column so don't forget the next meeting to be 
held at Jenolan on Saturday 9th November at' 8.3Opm. The Committee 
meeting will be held at 3.3Opm. Check at the Guide's Office for the 
location. Hope to see you there. 

Scott Melton 
Secretary 

P.S. You. may recall that in the last newsletter Derek printed a letter that 
we had received from Sandra Heaney who was in the Sudan. Well you 
could not imagine my surprise when I passed Sandra on the way to Jenolan 
for the last meeting. Welrome home Sandra - from all your friends in the 
Sodety. . 
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SENIOR GUIDE'S BIT 

Nigel reports that the fencing in the Jubilee is continuing and that 
the new Guides uniform should be off the rack and on the Guides 
very shortly 

TIlE EDITOR'S CONTRIBUTION 

Well here I 'am again. It's hard to believe that I'm already 
through 75% of the Newsletters I have to produce for the current 
term of office. Well I don't really have much to say here in this 
Newsletter other than to thank all those who have assisted me to 
date. 

P.S. I hope that Nigel reads the first feature "A Cares Story" and 
takes note! Watch out Phil! 

P.S.S For all those who stayed in Caves House at the last meeting 
you didn't think I'd really print what was going on did you? 

WHACH (What's Happening at Caves House) 

Apart from the goings on at the last meeting involving a number of 
members, room allocations, and several bottles of port which we 
wont go into here, there is nothing to report. To be continued ... 
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TRIP REPORT 

I understand that our, fearless Cave Trip Organiser, Arthur Gray, 
together with a number of members, guided by guide/member 
Robert Undsay (thanks to Acting Senior Guide - Nigel Scanlan and 
Acting Acting Senior Guide - Debbie Connoly) went to the Elder 
Cave on the Sunday after the last meeting. I have not been able to 
contact any of the participants of this trip to date and can only 
assume that they have not yet returned. I understand that the 
guiding staff have sent Guide Geoff Lang in to find the group. 
Geoff if one of the guiding staffs most experienced officers when it 
comes to caves rescue, recently playing a pivotal roll in a rescue at 
Jenolan (from the Allal;lin Cave). Hopefully all members will be safe 
and we will see them all at the November meeting. 

Derek Elmes 

CAVERS SAFE 

The following report has been received from our Jenolan 
correspondent: 

Report on JCHAPS caving trip on 11th August 1991. 

The Sodety arranged for a caving trip to the Elder Cave. After 
much discussion about the trip leader, Robert Undsay was seconded 
for the job with the kind permission of acting Senior Guide Nigel 
Scanlan. He was ably assisted by Cathie Draheim. The party 
included Hardy, Aubrey and LatLi Draheim, Arthur and Stephen 
Gray, David Cook, Tony Shuck, Stuart Brown and Sandy Bartlett. 

The party departed from the Guides Office at 9.30am. Aubrey 
Draheim kept us well entertained with his profound questions and 
expert comments. David Cook, despite experiencing some 
difficulties with certain parts of the trip, announced that he was 
well satisfied having long had the desire to see the Elder Cave. 

Great interest was shown in' the historical names and dates in 
various localities. A few extensions seldom seen were entered and 
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inspected. The group spotted a cave cricket near the "We.ndy 
Colwnn". 

A fun time was had by all and we returned to the Guide's Office 
sound in body if not in mind at 1l.45am. 

Robert Lindsay 

Caving - Western Australian Style 
by Scott Melton 

"Stretch your wings Australia - let Compass look after you" is 
the catch cry of our newest domestic airline. Having been observed 
on an Ansett flight back in July with Phil McGuire (where we were 
accused of plotting to overthrow our leader, Janet). and on an 
Australian Airlines flight to Adelaide in August I thought it was 
time to give the newest airline a try. Perth was my destination to 
see what the Sandgroper State had in the way of caves and how 
they compared to Jenolan. 

I arrived in Perth on the coolest September day for 18 years. The 
weather cleared by the next day for my 900km drive to Monkey Mia 
to see the wild dolphins which come in to visit and feed. It was 
interesting to see but it was a shame it is becoming very crowded 
with tourists. A highlight of the visit was a ride on a 21 seat 
hovercraft. 

After Monkey Mia I drove back down the coast, spending a night 
in Kalbarri where I joined a scenic flight over the Murchison River 
Gorge and the coastline to the south of I<a1bani. My next stop was 
Cervantes where a visit to the Pinnacles Desert in Nambang 
National Park is a must. The pinnacles are eroded limestone pillars 
that stick up out of the yellow sand - some reaching a height of 
over 15 feet. Cervantes was also the sight of the oil spill from the 
Greek oil tanker Kirki. 

Back to Perth for a few days to visit friends. While in Perth I 
visited Crystal Cave at Yanchep National Park. It is a medium size 
cave which is very close to the sw:face. Some nice formations were 
evident but with the dry conditions the pools in the cave were not 
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full, loosing what is otherwise a nice reflection called the "Twin 
Oties". 

, To the South of Perth there lies a stretch of coastline about 
100km long. In this area are some 350 caves, four of which are 
open to the public. The first cave visited was Yallingup which is a 
self guided and run by the Busselton Tourist Bureau. It is an 
interesting cave with a profusion of stalactites. I spend that night in 
Yallingup Caves House which like Jenolan Caves House now is, is 
run by private concerns. It is styled along the same lines as Jenolan 
Caves House but is not as large. It does overlook the ocean 
though. If in this part of WA it is well worth a stay. 

The next cave visited was Mammoth Cave (seems like 
everywhere has a Mammoth cavell). It is a Jarge cave with a stream 
flOwing through it. Lovely formations with a good assortment of 
sb;'<.lWS and stalactites. At one point of our tour the guide turns of 
the lights and as your eyes grow accustomed to the darkness, they 
start to see a faint glow from the entrance which is called "The 
Break of Dawn" and is really quite effective. 

Next ~top - Lake Cave. Only a small cave but very heavily 
decorated. A feature of the cave is the "Suspended Table" which 
was formed of calcite spread across a dirt floor ~tween two 
stalactites which was eventually washed away. The cave is lit with 
some coloured lights which are effective but don't show off the true 
beauty of the cave like white lights do. 

Talking of lights - the management of Jewel Cave has come up 
with a novel system of track lighting which involves the use of fibre 
optic cables laid along the track. They are blue and when all the 
normal lights are out it gives you the feeling of walking through 
space. When on the pJatform the guide illuminates the chamber to 
reveal a straw formation which measures in at some S.9m in length. 

Ron Spackman, who is the Manager of the cave, related to me a 
story concerning the straw which I found interesting. During one 
tour a visitor pOinted out to him the fact that the straw appeared to 
be swaying about 4 to 5 inches. At first Ron was disbelieving but 
observations revealed that it was actually swaying. Ron led the 
party out of the cave and then sealed both the natural and man
made entrances with tarpaulins;ins. Subsequent checking with the 
Meteorology Department revealed that there was an intense low 
pressure system located overhead at the time which was causing the 

JCHAPS Newsletter October 1991 Page 9 



.. 

cave to breath quite heavily. Given the length of the straw it is 
amazing that it did not break. Air tight doors are currently being 
installed. 

Ron also informed me that the week before my visit there were 
several members of the Society and Guiding staff in the area for the 
Cave Management Conference. (!his may be so but how do we 
know it was not another attempt at a coup. One that I was not 
even party to.) If I had known the conference was on I would have 
rearranges my itinerary. 

. The Margaret River area, which is the general name given to the 
caves area, is also home to some fine wineries. Let's suffice to say 
that I was hoping Compass could stretch its wings just a little bit 
further on the way home. After my visit to this area it was onto 
the old whaling t0Wl! of Albany before climbing both Castle Rock 
and Bluff Knoll in one day. Never againU Lovely view but very 
tiring (or is it just that I am unfitfll). Called in at Wave Rock at 
Hyden before heading back to Perth and home. 

All in it was an enjoyable two weeks away. I travelled over 
4500krn in this time but it can get very lonely travelling by yourself. 
Compass was excellent and I would have no ,hesitation in 
recommending them to anyone contemplating flying in Australia. 
The service is excellent and the aircraft new and well appointed. As 
mentioned, Yallingup Cave House is worth a visit. If you are 
planning a couple of weeks away I can recommend that you give 
some consideration to visiting the friendly state of W A. 

Scott 

(There is no truth In the nunour that Scott has been employed by Compass aIrlines or 
the WA Tourist AuthOrity. Ed.) 
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MAD SCOTT'S CH::RIsrMAs CLEARANCE 

Where do you get it? Where else but a Mad Scott's 
Bumper Boot Sale! Historical Society T-Shirts and Sweat 
Shirts available a never to be repeated prices - T-Shirts 
$10.00 plus $3.50 p&h; Sweat Shirts $20.00 plus $4.50 
p&h; that's right at never to be repeated (T-Shirts $10.00 
plus $3.50 p&hi Sweat Shirts $20.00 plus $4.50 p&h) 
prices. So come on down to the meeting and get/order 
one or contact Mad Scott on {02)622-0920 or 107 Killarney 
Ave. Blacktown NSW 2148 for JCHAPS apparel at never, 
repeat never to be repeated, T-Shirts $10.00 plus $3.50 
p&h; Sweat Shirts $20.00 plus $4.50 p&h, that right, T
Shirts $10.00 plus $3.50 p&h; Sweat Shirts $20.00 plus 
$4.50 p&h prices!!! 

. Shipment overseas will be arranged for members wishing 
to send a JCHAPS T- or Sweat Shirt overseas - just think 
what fun your friends and overseas will have trying to 
explain what JCHAPS is in what ever language they 
speak to friends who have never even heard of 
Australia! 

Hurry while stocks last at these never to be repeated 
prices (T-Shirts $10.00 plus $3.50 p&h; Sweat Shirts 
$20.00 plus $4.50 p&h, that's right, T-Shirts $10.00 plus 
$3.50 p&h; Sweat Shirts $20.00 plus $4.50 p&h), once 
more, never to be repeated (at least until the next 
newsletter... or at the meeting... or... 

T-Shirts $10.00 plus $3.50 p&:h 
Sweat Shirts $20.00 plus $4.50 p&:h 
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CAVESWORD PUZZLE NUMBER 3 
(by guest author Earl Bartlett) 

I would like to wish every one the best of luck with Earl Bartlett's 
cryptic contribution to the newsletter. The editor takes no 
responsibility for any fI1.tstration by any person attempting this 
cavesword. 
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Across 

1. 12 across path (5) 

3. Sounds like the six million doUar 
mans hive has swarmed, It ill a type of 

chemical solution (5) 

6. Proceed! In diminishing order (2) 

7. Uttle help from a long abusive 

speech by II primitive family group (5) 

9. Ate funny flavoured water (3) 

12. Insect trail from Katoomba (12) 

14. Fist half of triple prefix (3) 
15. Sounds like Drysdale's out to steal 
BOme cattle (6) 
16. Tourist arrive by submarine? An 
unusual arrangement! (3) 
p. Ell, my boy? Keith used to guide 
here (6) 

18. Interesting research evidence InitiaDy 
aroused argen (3) 
20. Run crookedly an\i die to get there 

, (3) 

21. Not a popular way to drlnk scotch 
at ,enolan, more so In the desert (1) 

22.. 1000 Arches. (5) 

I 

1. A pair? No , it just sounds like it (2) 
2. Confused crustacean upon 99 non
alkaline, slow acting limestone solvent 
(12) 

3. 'AIry 'Udson could do this on 12 

across (3) 

4. This isn't II ton (3) 

5. Use a whip at, dawn In a narrOW 

cave (5) 

6. A snake In the grass goes for the last 
straw (6) 

8. Neither the Australian Broadcasting 
Tribunal not the Totalizator Agency 
Board. Not even the Australian Cricket 
team can do this (3) 

10. Former UUngs take the easy way 
out (5) 

11. 4 waDs do not a bushrangers cave 
make (6) 

13. This S.W. Aspect of the Everest 
cUmb belongs to us, even though it 

sounds like It is reaDy Hughs' (7) 

15. Hwrles In water plants (6) 

16. Supply of old, telephone tone (5) 

19 Confused are found in geological 
time (3) 

'20. Utilize usual employment (3) 
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Answer to Cavesword Puzzle NllDlber 2 
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EVENTs . 

The next meetini including the >AGM~ is schec:iuled for Saturd,ay 
ll~_Feb~~ 199~. 

Oh, by the way, pig things are afoot I am told for early next year. < 

NoW thes~ big t,bings were going "to hapPen in November but have 
"'~n . shifted to tal<e advantage of longer days and warmer nights. 

St:ay tuned. ' 

, 
! 

w '.,~ .. 

'. 
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Jenolan Caves 

Historical and Preservation Society 


Membership Application and Renewal Form 
Rates: 
Single Membership $10.00 per year. 
Family Membership $10.00 per year for two members of the family PLUS 

$3.00 per year for each additional member of the 
immediate family seeking membership. 

Full Time Student $01.00 per year. 
Five year membership is available at FOUR times the annual rate. 

Please make remittance payable to Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation 
Society and forward together with the form below (or a copy) to the 
membership secretary. 

Your Reneyval is due (but only Ii the following box is marked): 0 

Swname: __________________________________________________ 

First Name(s): ______________________ 

Children's names and ages (for family membership): 

r Address: 

Post Code: 

Telephone: 

Membership: NewlRenewal Period: One/Five year 


Please enrol me as a member for the year : ______..:. 

I enclose a cheque/money order for the sum of $ ______ for 

Single/Family/Full time student membership. 


Please forward to: 
The Membership Secretary 
Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society 
5 Grey Str~t 
Keiraville NSW 2500 

((041) 296754 MaUI~n Sullivan) 
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FEATURE 1 

ANNUAL REPORT 1894 

PROGRESS Report by Mr. W. S. Leigh, Superintendent of Caves, for the 
Years 1894. Deparbnent of Agriculture and Mines, Geological Survey 
Branch, 

Sydney, 11 January, 1895. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to submit the following progress report on 
the Caves for the year 1894 : 

During the year I have inspected the following caves in connection 
with their general supervision, improvement, works, and new discoveries, 
&c., viz., Jenolan, Wombeyan, YarrangobiUy, Wellington, Bungonia, 
Abercrombie, and Rosebrook. 

New discoveries were made at Jenolan, Abercrombie and Wombeyan. 
At Jenolan on the 16th February, a fresh passage was found 

extending due east from the "Alabaster Hall" in th~ Slattery Cave, which 
leads to some large anq exceptionally pre~ cavities. 

The total number of visitors who signed the books at the different 
caves, inclusive of those to the Kanangra walls, near Jenolan, was 4,413, 
showing a substantial increase on the returns for last year. 

Jenolan Caves 

Number of visitors, 1,038. The work of improving and opening up 
the new cave, which was suspended in July, 1893, on account of the 
retrenchment scheme, was not resumed until June, 1894, when Guide F.J. 
Wilson, whose services as guide were not required during the winter, was 
temporarily engaged to proceed with the work. With the assistance of one 
of the other guides, when he could be spared for this duty, very fair 
progress was made, inasmuch that at the commencement of the busy 
season, when the work was stopped, about 300 feet of passages had been 
opened up, and the formations protected by erecting wire-netting. 

The installation of electric lights, in the Lucas Cave, has been 
satisfactorily accomplished. The preliminary work, viz., the erection of 
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dynamo and counter-shafting, &tc., was completed in 1893. The remainder, 
embracing the whole of the work in the cave, was carried out during June 
and July last, by Mr. Fitzmaurice and assistants, of the Electric light 
Department. The lights comprise six arc lamps, suspended in the large 
chambers, and about seventy incandescent lamps distributed throughout the 
passages. The arc lamps are wen suited for this cave, the large chambers 
they illuminate being now seen to much better advantage. 

The plantation and tracks at Jenolan, which got into a bad condition 
through dispensing with the services of the gardener, are now in a much 
il:!tproved state, the man having been temporarily re-engaged in September 
to put same in proper order. 

Partial extract from the annual report of the Mines Department 1894. 

THE SENIOR GUIDE'S BIT 

Nigel reports that the new Trust Office has opened in Oberon, that the new 
uniform is on the way and should be up and doing what, ever uniforms do 
by Christmas (no yea,r given), that Seamus O'Brien has r~signed as General 
Manager 0 Caves House and that Peter Judge is acting in the position at the 
moment. In the caves fencing work in the Jubilee is virtually· completed 
with the left branch all but'done (shollld be by the time you get this) and 
the right branch in a similar state. He also reports that electricians Ian 
Guyer and Chris Smith are working in the Empress Grotto and River Cave 
(rewiring and lighting) apd that music has returned to the Cathedral. 

Yes that's right music in the Cathedral (is that Warren's truck I can hear?) 
emanating from a CD player with a selection of 6 CD's (is Gracie 'Field on 
CD?). Nigel hasn't said what they are and I refuse to make bad jokes on 
the .subject (at the moment anyway). Thanks for the info Nigel (lifted from 
the Guides Newsletter written by Nigel by the editor). 

THE EDITOR'S CONTRIBUTION 

Well here I am again. Number 4 of 4 for 1991. The next meeting will 
involve elections for the Committee and all that. This includes Newsletter 
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Editor. I'll be running for, though possibly from, the position (I'm not sure 
yet) and so I though that I would give everyone a chance of considering 
having a go of being editor. I fearless leader congratulated me on becoming 
editor last year with the words - "It's one of the most hated positions in the 
Society". Well with that what could I do but resign. She wouldn't let me 
and so here I am still. Ahem. In fact the position is only as "bad" as you 
make it (or have other people make it). So what is the recipe for being a 
JCHAPS editor? 

1. Access to a computer (with a word processor) and good quality 
printer (I use a computer with Word for Windows and a laser printer) OR a 
good quality typewriter and, for the "layout", a pair of scissors and glue. 

2. Access to a photocopier OR a local printer (I use Kwik Kopy) who 
does a good job. I use a printer who not oJ!ly copies but folds the 
newsletters for me. 

3. Some time (at least 4 times a year) to allow for typing (allow a little 
extra time if Scott is in the writing mood), printing and posting. The worst 
part I found was folding and enveloping the newsletters (this isn't at all bad 
now my printer folds them - and Maureen (Membership Secretary) does the 
address labels, so its over in a trice. 

TRIP REPORT 

CAVES TOUR· NOVEMBER MEETING 

Fifteen keen adventurers lined up for November's visit to the "south side" 
caves, exploring areas not normally visited by tourists. Our entry to the 
Lucas Cave was to be through the "Sole of the Boot", but first our guide 
Barry Richard showed us his favourite view of the valley and Caves House. 
This is now christened as ''Barry's Retreat" and is reached from the six-foot 
track by a clamber up the cliff near Carlotta Arch and through a short 
tunnel. 

Then on to the Sole of the Boot entrance, with a short nature study of a 
Satin Bower Bird's run on the way, and more fine views across the Jenolan 
River valley. Finally underground and in the Cathedral, we were treated to 
the first of two musical performances. The new CD player, amplifier and 
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stereo speakers were given a full work out, until our ears were ringing with 
the echoes. Next, after the group had descended rathe:r sedately via the 
steps rather than down the mudslide, Cathie Draheim sang some verses 
from "Amazing Grace" with the tunnel providing a beautiful reverberating 
sound. !. 

The rockpile was our next challenge, especially for the young ones. 
However there was much of interest, with one-hundred year old graffiti 
including signatures, dates and the Qutline of a (wooden) crutch. Our 
unexpected appearance like modem-day troglodytes caused much surprise to 
the members of the first scheduled tour of the day through the River Cave. 

We wandered along beside the River and paid our obligatory respects to 
"Bertha" and visited Queen Esther's chamber. Some curious fungus growing 
on an empty cable drum fascinated both children and grown-ups. Then (for 
me) the highlight of the tour was the Red and White Temples. All the 
adults were induced to venture up the ladder to see the temples, with 
myself managing to sneak in two visits. On the return fiom the temples we 
saw the entrance to the Barralong Cave and remembered the efforts of John 
Culley and Ron Newbould in their disc<?very of a new and fragile cave 
system. 

Finally, we climbed the steps through the Orient Cave and came out via the 
Bfnoomea Cut. The tour had taken 3 hours but thanks to the interesting 
and informative guidance of Barry we were sorry to leave the caves. Thanks 
also to Nigel for allowing us to tour the caves. 

P.S. We hope to be able to tour the "north side" caves after the February 
Meeting. 

Arthur Gray 
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CA VESWORD # 4: (by Robert lindsay) 

NEWS FLASH 

The Editor has temporarily mislaid (NOT LOS!) Robert's cavesword. The 
Editor claims that he will find it in time for the next newsletter whether he 
is editor or not for the next issue. The editor says he cannot find it in time 
for this issue as he is suffering from a bad back and has to go to Spain to 
recover. 

Sorry Reg. Next issue ... 

ANSWERS TO CAVESWORD #3 
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FEATURE 2 

jENOLAN CAVES 

[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.1 

The director of the Botanical Gardens, Mr. J. H. Maiden, 
accompanied by two assistants , arrived here on Saturday. With the 
exception of about a dozen trees they made a clean sweep of the gardens, 
cutting everything else out. They brought 10 cwt. of small shrubs and 
plants to replace the others, so now the gardens will be thoroughly in 
keeping with the other improvements effected here. 

An iron fence is being erected to replace the wooden pickets around 
the gardens. 

Influenza is attacking nearly every one here, going from house to 
house. Mr. and Mrs. F.J. Wilson are both confined to there beds. We will 
not be sorry when it leaves us, as the attack is in a very severe form, and 
those who have 80 far escaped are not keen on making its acquaintance. 

August 8. 

-+--

Extract from the Lithgow Mercury 12th August 1898 supplied by Robert 
Lindsay. 

FROM THE SECREfARY1S DESK 

The secretary has fallen foul of the editor's new stric:t deadlines for articles 
and hence there will be no "From the Secretary's Desk" in this issue. 

U'lTERS TO ~ EDITOR 

The editor received three letters in recent times and they are reproduced in 
full below: 

H, K, W. 
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OLIVER TRICKEIT 
Doyen of Australia's Cave Surveyors 1847 - 1934 

by Gregory J Middleton 

The Editor has recently received and enjoyed thoroughly (and even gets a 
mention on page 10) of this new book published by the Sydney Speleological 
Society (in association with JCHAPS). Reproduced here is an extract from 
the ''blurb'' (as I understand these things are called) that accompanied my 
copy. 

"Get your cqpy of this remarkable publication as soon as you can. Only 
1000 copies printed and is destined to be a best seller. Twenty years in 
preparation, but it was time well spent. All of Oliver Trickett's known 
cave/area maps are reproduced in fUze detail. His interesting life is traced 
from his birth in May, 1847, to his death in March, 1934. His prowess as a 
surveyor has always been known to cavers, but he was also an excellent 
oarsman, stockbroker, model maker, author and photographer. All this 
infomation about this remarkable ma", is detailed in this well presented 
book." 

Copies of the book can be obtained from Ross Ellis - 11 Arkana Street, 
Telopea, NSW, 2117 (Phone 02 630 5384 (h), 02 212 1658 (w), 02 f,92 0908 
(fax). 

Price $29.50 plus $5.00 post and packaging. 

(Clteques made payable to the Sydney Speleological Society) 
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The following article appeared in the Monday, December 23, 1991 edition of 
The Sydney Morning Herald: 

Tourism threat to fragile caves 
BY GERALDINE O'BRIEN, Heritage Writer 

There are fe~ development may 
spo~ one of Sydney's favourite day trip 
destinations, the Jenolan Caves. 

Proposals to maximise the 
tourism potential of the caves have made 
conservation groups anxious for the future 
of what the National Trust describes as a 
"unique and fragile ecosystem", 

The caves area, classified by the 
National Trust, listed on the Register of the 
National Estate and proposed for a World 
Heritage listing, is the subject. of a 
development application being considered 
by Oberon Shire Counell. 

Mr Stephen Davies, conservation 
director of the National Trust, said there 
was concern the council proposed to 
rezone the area for tourism and to approve 
the development application over the New 
Year without a fu!l environmental Impact 
statement. 

Although the trust had been 
involved in the discussions with the council 
about the area, it had not been Informed of 
the rezoning proposal. 

Nor was the trust or any other 
conservation or caving group represented 
on the Jenolan Caves Trust, which 
manages the site. However, the Peppers 

Hotel Group Qessees of Jenolan Caves 
House) and the NSW Tourism Commission 
were represented. 

Mr Davies said elements of the 
$1.6 mIllion development met with 
National Trust approval in principle - for 
example, the proposal to relocate the bus-

parking area to preserve the habitat of the 
colony of rare spiders in the Grand Arch. 

And while removal of the existing 

hodgepodge of kiosks and out-buildings 
was appealing, the excavations for a new 

tourist facility could pose a threat to the 

water system of the area. 
Some consultants' reports have 

been commissioned by the proponents but 
the technical complexities meant that public 
groups who wished to comment on the 
proposal would need expert advice. 

Since the development application 

was being exhibited by council until 
January 3, open public examination of, and 
comment upon, the; proposals was made 
even more difficult. 

This, Mr Davies said, only 
emphasised the need for Ira full 
environmental impact assessment process", 

The National Trust's call was 

echoed by the Nature Conservation Council 
of NSW, which represents 92 conservation 
groups. 

While approving the principle of 
opening natural areas to tourism, the NCC 
"Is adamant that this be done in a way 
which does not compromise the natural 
environment'" . 

By rezoning as a tourist site, the 
area "'will be wide open to abuse". 

The National Trust's president, 
Mr Barry O'Keefe, QC, says an 
Environment Protection (Scientific) zoning 
would be more appropriate for the area. 
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He called on the Minister for 
Conservation and Und Management, Mr 
West, to reconstitute the Jenolan Caves 

Trust to give representation to conservation 

and heritage interests as well as 
development and tourism interests. 

The following article appeared in the Friday, December 27, 1991 edition of 
The Sydney Morning Herald: 

Committee seeks legal advice on Jenolan Caves plan 
BY GERALDINE O'BRIEN, Heritage Writer 

The Jenolan Environment 
Protection Conunittee has sought legal 
advice over proposed developments at 

Jenolan Caves. 
The developments, which involve 

demoUtion of the huddle of kiosks and 
outbuildings, and construction of new 

tourist facilities, are not in the long-tenn 
interests of the area, the group says. 

Its chaitman, Mr Bruce Welch, 
said the Jenolan Environment Protection 
Co:mmittee had been "fightl.Dg 
inappropriate development within the 

Jenolan Caves Reserve for many years, and 

we are not gOing to give up now". 
Uke the National Trust, which 

expressed concern this week about the 
proposals, the conunittee has called for 
"proper representation" for conservation 

and h,eritage groups on the Jenolan Caves 

Trust, the IIlanageing body for the caves 
area. 

The trust includes representatives 

of the NSW Tourism Commission, the 

Oberon Shire CounciL the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service and the Peppers Hotel 
Group, holders of the 99-year leas on 
Jenolan Caves House. 

The trust chairInan, Mr Paul 
Rubie, of the NSW Tourism CoInInission, 
told the Herald yesterday that the trust 

was formed two years ago as an interiIn 
measure and that a new trust would 
eventually take control of the area. 

He said 
which advised 
representatives 
organisations and 
representative was 

a scientific coInInittee 
the trust included 

of speleological 
that a Peppers 

included because "we 
have to stay in touch with the, but they 
only have one vote on the trust". 

Mr Welch said, however, that the 

whole area was no~ tourst-driven and that 
his organisa tion opposed "any 
development in the limestone area which 
ultimately affects the caves, the very 

attraction that brings people there in the 

first place". 
"If we has to wrede the resource 

in order to Inake it finandally viable, 
perhaps we shouldn't be trying to make it 

financially viable" he said. 

He said building work altered the 

drainage system which, in turn could 

eventually stop water percolation through 

the rock and ultim.ately stop the limestone 

from forming. 
Jenolan attracts 250,000 visitors a 

year, with a ceiling of 280,000 proposed. 
Income from the caves is about $2 million 
a year. 
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Mr Rubie said ;the trust was 

spending $300,000 to $400,000 a year in the 
area on weed and noxious animal 

eradication. 

He said that while Jenolan Caves, 

if foqnd in pristine state today, would not 

be developed, "'we have inherited a 

Nstorical situation and we're trying to meet 

as practically as possible the 'balance 
between development and conservation". 

"We can't just switch the tap off 

and ]enolan Caves has to be a commercial 

enterprise becalise no funds are coming 

from anywhere else. The slogan of "no 

development" is one of the idealisms of the 

past." 

The National Trust has said It is 

not opposed to development in principle 

but that it objects to the lack of a proper 

environmental impact study of possible 

effects on what it calls this "unique and 

fragile ecosystem". 
Mr Stephen Davies, conservation 

director for the National Trust, told the 

Herald this week the trust was concemed 

that Oberon Shire Council proposed to 
zone the area for tourism and approve the 

development application over the new 

year. 

The trust believes that area 

should be zoned Environmental Protection 

(Scientific) and that the ]enolan Caves Trust 

should be reconstituted to represent 

heritage and conservation interests, a call 

backed by the Nature Conservation Council 

of NSW. 
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Jenolan Caves 
'- Historical and Preservation Society 

Membership Application and Renewal Form 
Rates: 
Single Membership $10.00 per year. 
Family Membership 	$10.00 per year for the first member of the family PLUS 

$3.00 per year for each additional member of the 
immediate family seeking membership. 

Full Tme Student $4.00 per year. 

Five year membership is available at FOUR tinies the annual rate. 


Please make remittance payable to Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation 

Society and forward together with the form below (or a copy) to the 

membership secretary. 


Your Renewal is due (but only If the fonowing box is marked): D 

Swnamez _______________________________________________ 

First Name(s): _____________________ 

Children's names and ages (for family membership): 

Address: 

P~tCooe: _______________________ 

Telephone: 

Membership: NewlRenewal Period: OnelFive year 


Please enrol me as a member for the year : _______ 

I enclose a cheque/money order for the sum of $ ____ for 

SinglelFam.ily/Full time student membership. 


Please forward to: 
The Membership Secretary 
Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society 
5 Grey Street 
Keiraville NSW 2500 

«042) 296754 Maureen Sullivan) 
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JENOLAN CAYES HISTORICAL &: PRESERVATION SoCIETY 


ANNOUNCES 11:IAT A 


SMOKE CONCERT 


will be held in the . . 

GRAND ARea 

on the 

29TH FEBRUARY 

1992 


(From about 7p'm onward) 
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Jenolan Caves 

Historical 


and Preservation 

Society 


20th Anniversary Issue of the Newsletter of the 
Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society 

IISSN0310-7248 Apri11992 Number 721 

In this issue... 

New Discovery - 1904 

Annual Report - 1991 

President's Pen 

Secretary's Desk 

Membership 

Senior Guide's Bit 

Cavesword 

Notice - 1886 

Editors Contribution 


Next Meeting 

Date: 2 May 1~92 
Time: 6.00 pm 
Place: Wallaby Hall 

The Committee meeting is to 
be .held in the Guides Office 
at 3pm. 



1992 Committee 

President 
Sandra Heaney 
Vice Presidents 

Steve Opper 
Barry Richard 

Secretary 
Scott Melton 

Assistant Secretary 
Natalie Wheatley 

Treasurer 
Dimity Short 

Assistant Treasurer 
Richard Guy 

Membership Secretary 
Maureen Sullivan 

Curators 
Joan Edwards 

Sue Hardy 
Research Officer 

Joan Edwards 

Assist. Research Officer 


Robert Lindsay 

Trustees 


Janet Macfarlane 

John Culley 


John Callaghan 

Patron 


Harold Coates OBE 

Newsletter Editor 


Derek Elmes 


JCH~PS Newsletter 

Saturday 2nd May 1992 
Saturday 8th August 1992 
Saturday 14th November 1992 
Saturday 13th February 1993 
Saturday 1st May 1993 

Remember that the February meeting 
is also the AGM. 

IDlportant 

MelDbership 

InforlDation 


Membership Renewals 

All membership renewals for 1992 
were due on 1st January 1992. If 
you have a red cross on the 
application form in this newsletter 
then the records show that you need 
to renew your membership. Take 
advantage of the addressed envelope 
enclosed to return your fonn and 
payment - remember to affix a 
stamp! Ignore the cross if you have 
paid recently. 

Junior Member Information 

Please forward the dates of birth of 
all junior Society members to the 
Membership Secretary. 
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NEW DISCOVERY AT JENOLAN 

A MARVEL OF BEAUTY 

(From our own Correspondent) 

The Mines Department officials at Jenolan continue to 
open up the hidden beauties of the great mounds of limestone 
deposits in this district. Caretaker Wiburd and Guides Edwards 
and Dailey started off on Saturday IJ.ight in search of new caves 
and were not long in making the most important and most 
beautiful discovery yet found at Jenolan. I venture to say that 
there is nothing here to equal Saturday's find, nor do I think is 
there in any other part of the State. It contains huge 
stalagmites fully 35ft. high and about 4ft. in diameter at the 
base, tapering off to a needle point. The walls which are 
completely covered, are "draped" with exquisitely delicate 
formation; and the greater proportion of the floor is pure white 
which had to be crossed by the party- in bare feet, so as not to 
destroy it. Irt the centre of the floor is a great pool of water 
surrounded with snow-white crystal formation. The water 
therejn is many feet deep but so clear that the bottom can be 
seen by the aid of a magnesium lamp. The cave, which is very 
extensive in size, is simply superb, and is beyond a doubt the 
finest discovery ever made in the nature of caves. 

------...--_::. +----------

Extract from,the Lithgow Mercury dated Friday, August 5, 1904 
(Supplied by Robert Lindsay) 

(I know it says /I Dailey" and not "Bailey" but that's how it appeared in the original 
article, Ed.) 
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JCH.APS ANNUAL REPORT 1991 


I have very much pleasure in 
presenting a report of the 
Society'd activities during 
1991 ... in fact the Society's 
20th Annual Report. 

In accordance ~th our 
constitutiop, four committee 
and four general meetings 
were held at Jenolan during 
the past 12 months. 
Recognising the need to hold 
more meetings and activities 
in the cave environment, 
your committee, with the co
operation of Nigel Scanlan 
and his staff, endeavoured to 
do so in 1991. 

Our General Meeting in May 
was held' 'in the Temple of 
Baal Cave and in August we 
met in the Chilley Cave. We 
returned to the traditional 
meeting at Wallaby Hall in 
November when Patrick 
Larkin, a member of the 
SOdety, was our guest 
speaker. Patrick, a barrister 
and vice president of the 
Australian Speleological 
Federation, addressed the 
meeting on "From Bat Cave 
to the High Court - The 
Mount Etna Controversy" . 
In February, we gathered for 
the first time at the Binda 
Cabins. 

]CH&PS Newsletter 

We have been treated to 

some very special caving 
trips during 1991, led by the 
"best". On Sunday, 10th 
February, under the 
leadership of Ernst Holland, 
an appreciate group 
inspected the Nettle Cave. 
This was to be matched on 
Sunday, 5th May, when a 

fearless group led by Derek 
Elmes had their "trip and a 
half" to the Alladin Cave. 
Trip leader, Robert Undsay 
was ably assisted by Cathie 
Draheim (or was it her son 
Aubrey) on our caving trip to 
the Elder Cave on Sunday, 
11th August. An extended 
trip of the "south side" caves 
was conducted by Mr 
Verbosity himself, Barry 
Richard, on Sunday, 10th 
November. We are most 
grateful to all our tour 
leaders for their 'extremely 
interesting, informative and 
exciting inspections •., ~th a 
special thanks to the Reserve 
Trust and Nigel Scanlan for 
making them possible. We 
also appreciate the special 
trip reports tl:lat have 
appeared in our newsletters 
and ~e thank the contribu
tors. 

Oeal) Up Australia Day at 
Jenolan was on Sunday, 24th 

Apri11992 

March, was supported by 
members of the Society and 
at the conclusion of the day's 
activities Barry Richard led a 
tour of the River and Baal 
Caves.Throughout 1991, 
Anthony and Sue Hardy 
have painstakingly restored 
the Native Bird Collection 
which is again on public 
display. Our sincere thanks 

to them both for their dedica
tion and our very best 
wishes to Anthony who has 
joined the NSW Ambulance 
Service after about seven 
years on the Guiding Staff at 
Jenolan. Presently Robert 
Undsay is carrying out 
restoration work on the old 
Cave Program Board. 

1991 has not been an easy 
year for our enthusiastic 
Research Officer, Joan 
Edwards. For a period 
during the la tter part of the 
year, the Resource Centre, 
which was officially handed 
over to the control of the 
Society during 1990, was 
used without notice as a 
temporary Trust Office thus 
restricting joan's work and 
necessitating the closure of 
the display centre. However, 
more recently, Joan, with the 
assistance of Sue Hardy and 
Barry Richard (two of our 
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curators), nave spent a 

considera ble amount of time 

and effort reorganising the 

centre with suitable displays. 

Although we have not been 

informed officially, it is 

understood that the Resource 

Centre is to be used as a 

building site offi(:e during the 

proposed Grand Arch 

Precinct redevelopment. We 

must continue to represent 

the Society responsibly 

through th Resource Centre 

but it does seem futile to 

expend time and funds on 

displays, etc. at this point in 

time. We are extremely 

grateful for all that Joan and 
her band of helpers have 

done under difficult 

circumstances. 

Although the Society had a 

seemingly quiet year, much 

was happening behindd the 

scenes. Our Secretary, Scott 

Melton has worked tirelessly 

on the revue of the Society's 

constitution and ~ together 

with Sandra Heany has 

prepared a draft of proposed 

amendments. 

Throughout 1991, Steve 

Opper (Vice PreSident) and I 

have made submissions on 

behalf of the Society to the 

Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust 
and Oberon Shire Council 
regarding the proposed 

JCH&PS Newsletter 

redevelopment of the Grand 

Arch Precinct and the 

proposed rezoning of the 

Jenolan Caves from 
"Preservation of Caves" to 

"Tourism". Whilst the 

Society supports the need to 

improve the area between 

Caves House and the Grand 

Arch, it objects to the siting 

of a two storey building at 

the western end of the portal 

of the Grand Arch, firmly 

believing that it compromise 

the historic aspects of Jenolan 

and detract from the historic 

aspects of Jenolan's proposed 

World Heritage listing. The 

Society supports the positive 

and environmentally 

responSible aspects of the 

development proposal. In 

our objection to the rezoning 

of the Reserve, the Society 

stated that we believed the 

whqle of the Reserve should 

be rezoned for environment 

protection and requested 

Council to prepare a draft 

Local Environment Plan (LEP) 

to bring about such a change 

in zoning. My personal and 

sincere thanks to Steve for 

his constant support and 

extensive knowledge of 

Jenolan that was of great 

assistance in the preparation 
of the Society's submission. 

In August, the Society was 
pleased to receive notification 
from Peppers that all memo 

April 1992 

bers of the Society staying at 
Caves House would receive a 

20% discount. This discount 

is not restricted to meeting 

weekends and was 

introduced to encourage all 

members to visit Caves 

House on a more regiuar 

basis. The previous 

arrangement for Committee 

members staying in the 

"historical wing" for the cost 

of meals only still applies but 

is restricted to those 

members carrying out specific 

tasks at Jenolan on behalf of 

the Society. In thanking 

Peppers for their continued 

encouragement and support, 

we welcome the newly 

appointed Manager of Caves 
House, Mr Richard Edwards, 

and look forward to a long 

and happy association. 

I am pleased to report that 

Basil Ralston's "Jenolan - The 

Golden Ages of Caving" con
tinues to sell well through 

the TIcket Office with 552 

copies sold to date. The 

JCHAPS fudge was 

introduced in 1991 and is 

also available though the 

Ticket Office steadily adding 

the the Society's funds. 

JCHAPS T·Shirts and 
Sweatshirts have proved to 

be extremely popular with 

members and we thank Scott 

for his capable marketing 
efforts. The Society's lapel 
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and doth badges are noe 
available for purchase. We 
again thank the' Reserve 
Trust and Richard Guy for 
assisting with the sales of 
Basil's book and Phil's fudge 
through the Ticket Office. 

My sincere thanks to a truly 

superb Corrunittee •.. your 
enthusiasm and support 

during 1991 has been most 
encouraging. ' I have already 

thanked many of you 

personally throughout this 

report and it would be remiss 
of me not to mention others, 

particularly Treasurer Dimity 
Short; Membership Secretary 
Maureen Sullivan; Activities 
Officer Phil MacGuire and 
Newsletter Editor Derek 

Elmes. Special thanks again 
to our dedicated and hard 
working Secretary, ScoH 
Melton. 

I am not seeking re-election 
as President in 1992 and 
extent my best wishes and 
loyal support to the incoming 

President and Committee for 

1992. To those members of 
the CorruniHee who are not 
standing for re-election, we 
thank you for your support 
and hope you ~ continue 
to maintain and interest in 
the Society. 

We very much appreciate the 
continues cooperation of the 
Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust 
in particular tha t of Ernst 
Hoiland, Nigel Scanlan and 

the Guiding Staff and also 
extend our gratitude to Peter 

Judge and the staff of Caves 
House. 

I dosed my report last year 
with the following - "one of 
the very positive results 
which has emerged from this 

year of change· at Jenolan is 
the feeling of greater co-oper· 
anon, friendship and respect 
which has' developed 

between the T~st, Peppers 
and the SOciety. I am sure 
this augurs well for all, but 
more importantly, for 

JenoIan". 

Signed (Mrs) Janet Macfarlane 
President 
Jenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society 
8th February 1992 

JQ-I&PS Newsletter April 1992 

I must therefore in dosing 
this year express my extreme 
disappointment that the 
redevelopment of the Grand 
Arch Precinct proceeded with 
no evidence of any attempt 
to inform groups such as the 
Society with a proven 

interest and ability to 
constructively participa te in 
the management of this 
Public Reserve. That this 
occurred after the adoption of 

the Plan of Management 
based on a constructive and 

co-operative process with 

such groups is both suprising 
and disappOinting. 

The Jenolan Caves Reserve is 

a place which has proven to 
hold grea t Significance to a 
wide cross section of people. 
We hope that the individuals 
and Government Depart-

i 
ments entrusted with the 
management of this Public 
Reserve will not lose sight of 
this fact. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PEN 

Greetings Members, 

For some strange reason those present at the February AGM 
saw fit to elect me to the onerous job of President again. After 
the last time you would have thought they would have used 
more discretion, however, I have not got any plans for running 
off to Africa or other remote parts so I hope that I shall be able 
to fulfill the trust placed in me this year. 

I have a hard act to follow Janet and her committee have done 
a mighty job over the past two years and I offer them not only 
my congratulations for a job well done but also my sincere 
appreciation. 

Congratulations to the new committee and . welcome to any 
members who have joined its ranks for the first time, the task 
will not be easy but I hope we can make it pleasant and 
rewarding. The tyranny of aistance makes our work so much 
the harder but thanks to that now well established historical 
figure Alexander Graham Bell and his modern day counter part 
Telecom we should be able to overcome this difficulty at least. 

Twe.pty years down the track this year gives us cause to reflect 
on our achievements, they may seem few but at least we are 
still in there trying. It looks hopeful that we may have a 
"home" soon,. in the old school btiilding in number 2 car park 
and that the Post Office Museum may oe relocated to that site. 
This will allow us t<;> develop a· display area and give us better 
storage facilities for our collection. This of course has been a 
dream for a long time so maybe 1992 will be the year!! 
Negotiations with the Trust are underway for this to happen. 

We hope to organise some social gatherings to make meeting 
weekends more fun BUT also we. are going to organise more 
work to help get our collection in oraer and the place more 
organised. So members don't just come for the social events 
come for the working bees too - please don't leave all the work 
to the committee - ITS' YOUR SOCIETY TOO!! 
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Looking forward to seeing you on 2 MAY 1992 to help celebrate 
the 20TH ANNNERSARY - dinner at 8.15pm in CAVES 
HOUSE. RSVP to Scott - secretary extraordinaire!! 

See you in May, 
Sandra. 

FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK 

Welcome to the 20th year of the Jenolan Caves Historical and 
Preservation Society. That's right - it is 20 years since the Society 
first met at Jenolan. I am sure the founding members of the Society 
could not have imagined the changes that have taken place at Jenolan 
over this period. It would be remiss of the Society to accept that all 
change has been for the better , but I am sure you would agree that 
without the efforts of t~e dedicated members of the Society, the changes 
could have had far more reaching consequences. 

In order to celebrate the anniversary, I am trying to arrange a dinner 
to be held at Caves House. Although I have not recei1!ed official 
confirmation from Peppers, it is anticipated that the dinner will 
commence at 8.15pm. As this din1'!er will be held on the next meeting 
night (Saturday 2nd May), the meeting will commence at 6pm sharp, 
in Wallaby Hall (again subject to confirmation). For those members 
on the Committee, the Committee meeting will still be at the usual 
time of 3pm in the Guides Office. Due to the tight timetable, all 
Committee members are requested to be on time. For further 
information pbout the evening, please don't hesitate to contact me on 
(02)622 0920 (AH). Could all members planning on attending the 
dinner please RSVP by Friday 10th April so that seating arrangements 
can be made. 

Wet! Wet! Wet! I am sure that could the theme for the last meeting 
weekend. Trust the great rain god to ruin our weekend and BBQ. 
All in all though it was an enjoyable weekend and for some members it 
was their first sight of water flowing through the Devil's Coach 
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House. As this was our Annual General Meeting, I would like to 
take this opportunity to congratulate Sandra Heaney on her election to 
the position of President for 1992. Let us all hope t~at she will not be 
recalled to the darkest depths of Africa like last time. Congratulations 
are also in order to those elected to the remaining Committee 
positions. A full list has been published elsewhere in the newsletter. 
As Secretary, I hope I do not fall foul of the Newsletter Editor's strict 
new deadlines like la~t time!!! 

I am sure you will join with me in welcoming the new Manager of 
Caves House - Mr Richard Edwards. I am sure that the Society will 
continue to enjoy a productive relationship with the management and 
staff of Caves House. 

The Clean-up Australia Day held on Sunday 1st March was a success 
and 1 would like to thank all members who took part, many of who 
drove long distances to participate. It is a pity that we could not 
claim the Mercedes that went over the edge of the Two Mile as part of 
the clean-up. It would have certainly doubled our volun;ze of rubbish 
collected. Although a large deal of rubbish was removed by Guides 
and Members alike, there is still a lot lest to be cleared, particularly at 
the top of the Five Mile. 

There is not much else going on at the moment so I will take leave 

"ow. Hope to see you in the meeting in May. 


Scott Melton 
Secretary 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

We'Wfsh to welcome the follOwing new members to JCH&PS and hope they 
have an enjoyable time with us: • 

Darren Azzopardi Blacktown 
Naomi Crago Valentine 
Barry, Beatrice & Susan Heaney Valentine 
Christopher Heaney Valentine 
David Heaney Valentine 
Amanda Garland Avalon Beach (rejoined) 
Del:!qie Williams Clrippendale 
David Nixon Manilla 
John & Susan Greaves Killara 
David Rotherham Jenolan Caves 
Geoff Lang Jenolan Caves 

, 
PLEASE NOTE THE MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION USTED 


ON PAGE TWO OF THE NEWSLE'ITER 
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SENIOR GUIDE'S BIT 


Nigel reports that while it's been a 
little quite on the caves front of late 
(other than some minor 
mci.intenance, some scientific work 
by Andy Spate, Julia James and 
some other scientific looking people 
regarding water cleaning in the 
Imperial and the installation- of a 
new sump in the Jubilee) and that it 
has really been a "people" period. 

Anthony Hardy, JCH&PS member 
and guide has left and joined the 
NSW Ambulance Service, Paul 
MacGuire (guide) has transferred 
from Jenolan to Wombeyan Caves, 
Steve Riley has come from 
Wombeyan to take up the post of a 
position that once was called 
Assistant Senior Guide (ASG) (1 have 
no idea what wonderful title it 
possesses these days Ed.) and that 
one Mr John Callaghan has returned 
to take up the other position of 
ASG. 1bi$ is very special as it 
means that John will have to, one 
day in the dim distant future, leave 
(assuming he does this 1 slippose!!) 
and those of us who missed the last 
time he left, will be able to, if he is 

CA VESWORD # 4 (by Robert Lindsay) 

in agreement, re-live that night that 
still lives in the deeper recesses of 
Guide Folklore, down at the hydro! 
(I'll bring the spanner). 

On the reserve, staff are undertaking 
the great wallaby round-up (which 
followed the great fox and feral cat 
feed-up) and are attempting to re
enclose at least some of the wallaby 
population to get their numbers up 
again. 

(Editorial note: I have considered 
renaming this section "The Manager 

,Visitor Services Bit" but thought better 
of it because using Mr Macquarie's 
Dictionary and the notion of first 
principles a "Senior Guide" is; "one of 
higher rank or standing who leads or 
conducts on the way: as to a place or 
through a region, i.e. showing the way" 
while a "Manager Visitor Services" is: 
"one who manages one who visits with 
acts of helpful activities". Well? I 
reckon they speak for themselves and 
anyway, has anyone ever heard of 
Manager Visitor Services James Wiburd 
or Interpretation Officer JaCk Edwards?) 

1 have searched high and low for Robert's contribution and have had no luck 
whatsoever. 1 am still looking. My deepest and most voluminous apologies 
to Robert and those members who have gone into Cavesword withdrawal. 
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ANSWERS TO CA VESWORD #3 

The more observant among you may have noticed a slight flaw, hardly 
noticeable to the casual observer regarding the answers to Cavesword #3. 
For those who didn't notice there were no actual words written into the 
answer grid. I hasten to add in attempting Earl Bartlett's puzzle I came to 
the conclusion that a blank grid was the correct answer. Unfortunately 
many of you (especially "The first really eager guy (3)") actually could 
answer some of the clues and hence, folloWing threats of being made 
"Honorary Life Newsletter Editor", I have buckled and here are the answers 
(I hope). 
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NOTICE 

JENOLAN CAVES. 

No person will be allowed to enter the Caves unless accompanied by the 
Keeper of his Assistant. 

Visitors will be conducted through the Caves by the Keeper of hls 
Assistant, who are strictly prohlbited from receiving any fee or gratuity for 
their services. 

Any person found breaking, defacing, or otherwise injuring the Caves or 
their improvements will be prosecuted. 

The Keeper is instructed to immediately report to the Secretary for Mines 
the name and address of any person infringing' these Regulations. 

The charges for accommodation to be provided by the Keeper shall not 
exceed ~ :'; . 

s. d. 
At private table 3 
" public table 2 
II /I 1 

oper meal 
.0 /I 

Q" 
1st class. 
2nd /I 

Per bed 2 o1st class. 
II 1 o2nd " 

Magnesium Wire£l per oz. 

STABLE ACCOMMODATION 

6s. per diem per horse with hay or dtaff and oats feed. 
8s. per diem per horse with hay or chaff and com feed. 
6d. per diem per horse for use of horse paddock. 

The sale of fermented and spiritous liquors. is strictly prohibited. 

Any incivility or want of attention on the part of the Keeper or his 
Assistant in regard to the convenience and accommodation of visitors should 
be reported to the Secretary for Mines. . 

Visitors are requested to insert their names and addresses in the Visitors' 
book at the Accommodation House. 

(6th May 1886) 
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THE EDITOR'S CONTRIBUTION 

The other night I fell asleep up the back of the AGM and when I awoke I 
found that someone had forged my signature and there had been' one of the 
"one nomination for each job" type elections we've had of late and I was 
Newsletter Editor again. I was going to write something witty but I am not 
feeling very well so I think I'll go and lie down for a while. See you in 
July. 

CLOSING DATE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEXT NEWSLETTER: 
FRIDAY, 4th JULY, 1992 

FORMAT OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

I am happy to receive contributions in printed form or on computer disc. Any 5.25" or 3.5" 
floppy disc (in almost any format as I can convert mes from other word processors to mine), 

free of viruses (I virus scan the discs but prevention is better than cure) will be fine. Send a 

hard copy as well just in case. Sandra's bit in this newsletter was done this way and saved me 

a lot of typing! 

JCHAPS CLOTHING 

Sweatshirts $20.00 plus $4.50 p&h 

T-Shirts $15.00 plus $3.50 p&h 


JCHAPS 

ANNIVERSARY 


DINNER 

Saturday 2nd May 1992, 8.15pm, Caves House. 


Call Scott Melton on (02) 622 0920 (AH) for details and 

bookings 
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Jenolan Caves 

Historical and Preservation Society 


Membership Application and Renewal Form 

Rates: 
Single Membership $10.00 per year. 
Family Membership $10.00 per year for the first member of the family PLUS 

$3.00 per year for each additional member of the 
immediate family seeking membership. 

Full Tnne Student $4.00 per year. 
Five year membership is available at FOUR times the annual rate. 

Please make remittance payable to Jenolan <:aves Historical and Preservation 
Society and forward together with the form below (or a copy) to the 
membership secretary. 

Your Renewal is due (but only if the following box is marked): 0 

Surnrune: ____________________________________________~_ 
First Name(s): _______________________ 

Odldren's names and ages (for family membership): 

Address: 

Post Code: 

Telephone: 

Membership: NewlRenewal Period: OnelFive year 


Please enrol me as a member for the year: ____---=
I enclose a cheque/money order for the sum of $ ____ for 

Single/Family/Full time student membership. 


Please forward to: 
The Membership Secretary 
Jenolan <:aves Historical and Preservation Society 
5 Grey Street 
Keiraville NSW 2500 

«042) 296754 Maureen Sullivan) 



Jenolan Caves 

Historical 


and Preservation 

Society 


Newsletter ofthe lenolan Caves Historical and Pres~rvation Society 


IISSN031O-7248 July 1992 Number73 I 


In this issue.. 

• Bushfire (1942) 
• SecretaIy's Desk 
• Membership 
• Senior Guide's Bit 
• Editor's Contribution 
• Recent Discoveries (1~04) 

Next Meeting 

Date: 8 August 1992 
Time: 8.30 pm 
Place: Ask at Jenolan 

The Committee meeting is to be 
held in the Guides Office at 3pm. 



I 

1992 Committee 

President 

Sandra Heaney 


Vice Presidents 

SreveOpper 


Bany Richard 

Secretary 


Scott Melton 
Assistant Secretary 
. Natalie Wheatley 

Treasurer 
Dimity Short 

Assistant Treasurer 
Richard Guy 

Membership Secretary 
Maureen Sullivan 

Curators 
Joan Edwards 

Sue Hardy 
Research Officer 

Joan Edwards 
Assist. Research Officer 

Robert Lindsay 
Trnstees 

Janet Macfarlane 
John Culley 

John Callaghan 
Patron 


Harold Coates OBE 

Newsletter Editor 


Derek Elmes 


Saturday 8th August 1992 
Saturday 14th November 1992 
Saturday 13th February 1993 
Saturday 1 st May 1993 

Remember that the Februruy meeting is 
also the AGM. 

IlDportant 

MelDbership 

In:forDlation 


Membership Renewals 

All membership renewals for 1992 were 
due on 1st January 1992. !fyou had a red 
cross on the application form in the last 
Newsletter then the records show that you 
need to renew your membership. The fact 
that you have received this indicates that 
due to a clerical error that youtre being 
given another chance. Ignore the cross if 
you have paid recently. 

Junior Member Information 

Please forward the dates of birth of all 
junior Society members to the Membership 
Secretary ifyou have not already done so. 
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"Kia-Ora" Guest Hou'se 
Destroyed By Bushfire 
Caves House Threatened 

One of the biggest bushfires the district has experienced in some time is 
raging at present between Jenolan Caves and Jenolan Pine Forest. "Kia-Ora" guest 
house was completely destroyed. Mr and Mrs Corney, who had taken it over 
before Christmas lost practically everything they OM}ed, whilst the fire fighters had 
difficulty saving the home of Mr Wilcox on the camping reserve. 

Oberon, Rydal and Lowther fire brigades were in attendance and in all 200 
men were present, including police and men from Lithgow. Later 200 military 
trainees arrived to help stem the tide. 

A fire break for miles round the State Forest (12 miles from the Caves 
House) was burnt, and this saved the position there. 

The fire started in bush near McEwan's Creek, on the Oberon side of 
Caves House, and before daM} "Kia-Ora" (a guest house owned by Mr H G Daley, 
and valued at £4000, with accommodation for 60 people) had been burned with all 
its furnishings. Fortunately, there were no guests in the building at the time. The 
lessee (Mrs E G Corney), her husband and son ran to safety in their night attire. 

Before noon the five miles of winding road leading dOM} to Caves House 
from the Mt Victoria side wasolocked with blazing trees and until yesterday 
afternoon was impassable. 

Meanwhile, Caves House was being seriously menaced. Fourth-officer 
Barber, of Sydney fire headquarters, ordered firemen to the scene from Katoomba, 
and sent fire officers from Sydney to take their places at Katoomba. The Oberon 
fire brigade was also joined by hundreds of other men from Blackheath and 
Katoomba, while everyone at Caves House helped with beaters and bushes to check 
the progress of the flames. 

Breaks were burned around the main building, which was built in 1898 and 
had been added to until 1927. The breaks minimised the danger, and Lithgow 
police, who had taken charge, last night held the opinion that the danger had 
passed. 

Newspaper article: Wednesday, Janwuy 12, 1942 (provided by Robert Lindsay), 

JCH&:PS Newsletter July 1992 Page 3 



From the Secretary's Desk 
. 


Well, there is not much to report on at this point of lime. Things have been 
pretty quiet at Jenolan and elsewhere over the last couple ofmonths. 

Following the last meeting. a dinner was held in Caves House to celebrate 
twenty years of the Society. This dinner was well aNended with some 25 people taking 
part. The meal was enjoyab/e and thanks must be extended to the staffofCaves House 
for accommodating our many requests. '/.'hanks also to Maureen Sullivan who arranged 
for a JCH&PS 20th Cake; this was cut by the youngest members ofthe Society present 
Aubrey & Lani Draheim and Sonia Hardy. 

Another cake was a/so cut; this lime by the SUitably "embarrassed" Stephen 
Gray whose birthday a/ways seems to coincide with the May meeting weekend. Happy 
Birthday Stephen and Happy Birthday JCH&PS. Let's all hope that the Society will 
continuefor another twenty years. 

AT 9am on the fo//owing day. a band ofmerry he/pers climbed aboard Peter 
Cu/ley's truck for a trip to the old cricket pitch located In McKeown's Valley. These 
"brave" soles cleared the pitch. dug out the old broken cancrete and then fonned up the 
sides. Concrete was poured and the end result was quite pleasing. Anyone for a game? 
Thanks must be extended to Peter and the Trust for supplying the materials needed and 
thanks to those members who took part. 

The next meeting will be held at Jenolan on Saturday 8th August. The 
Committee Meeting will most probably be held in "Tropical Heights" (upstairs in the 
Guides Office, ed.). Check at Jenolan for the location ofthe General Meeting although 
it will probably be in the 'Tropical Heights" as well. The Comminee Meeting will start 
at 3pm and the General Meeting will start at 8.30pm. If anyone would like to have 
Dinner in Caves House. could they let me know by 6 August so that I can make the 
necessary arrangements with the Dining Room. Dinner w/ll be at 6pm. 

That's about all for know so I look forward to seeing you at the meeting. 

Scott Melton, Secretary 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

We wish to welcome the following new members to JCH&PS and hope they have an 
enjoyable time with us: 
Henry Sproule Oakdale Chris McIntyre Chester Hill 
Suzanne Mackay French's Forest Robert Hardie Homebush 
Phillip Pucci French's Forest Nancy Hardie Homebush 
Vicki Crowe Mortdale Lissy Willkomm Jenolan Caves 
David McCarthy Ruse 
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SENIOR GUIDE'S BIT 


Nigel reports that he's off to New Zealand 
at the end of July to spend some time at 
the Waitomo Caves on some exchange 
thing. Robert Tahi (from New ZeaIaD.d) 
will be here in exchange and will spend 
time at Jenolan. Wombeyan. and Buchan 
Caves. Another visitor from New Zealand 
to Jenolan was Angi King-Turner, the 
Manager ofTe Allau caves in the South 
Island of NZ. 

Nigel also reports that fencing is 
continuing in the Jubilee, the Well stairs 
in the Orient have been .resurfaced and 
Utat new handrai,ls have been put into the 
Lucas. 

John Callaghan. Steven Riley and Ken 
Buckley assisted Bev Milne at the 
Melbourne and Sydney Holiday and Travel 
Shows where they promoted Jenolan (and I 
assume Wombeyan and Abercrombie), 
10hn "Megastar" Callaghan also appeared 
on Channel Nine's "Sydney Extra" which 
did a spot on Jenolan (the editor only 
caught a bit olthis but obviously the 
power was out at the time because John 
was holding onto a candle - still having 
problems with lackollight eh John7). 

The Wallaby program is apparently going 
well with two female (with young) and one 
male captured and released into the 
Wallaby enclosure. Talking of the 
Wallabies, a group called "Artist for Life" 
is organising a number of things in the 
Mountains in support'for endangered 
species. Jenolan is invOlved (especially in 
regard to the Brush Tailed Rock Wallabies 
and the Soo1y Owl). Concerts are planned 
for the Devil's Coachhouse and the 
Cathedral in the Lucas Cave on the 
weekend ofOctober 31-November 1. In 
the week prior to this they are organising 
special "theme" trips for school groups. 
They are after volunteers so anyone 
interested in helping out should get in 
contact with Nigel or the Megastar at the 
guides office. John Callaghan can also be 
contacted regarding any other information 
on the festivities. 
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THE EDITOR'S CONTRIBUTION 

This is my third last edition of the Newsletter. I will not be running for a position on the 
Committee next year as I have been offered, and have excepted, a position with Stamford 
University (the one in America) located in Kenya (the one in Africa). I will be departing 
shortly after the 1993 AGM to take up the role of Projects Manager on Stamford's 
Mountain Gorilla Monitoring Program. In 1993·94 we will be studying the dietaIy 
habits of the gorillas. I will be staying in a place called Bicunkel that is Stamford's 
research institute in the Province of Oolangudo (someone bas told me in English this 
means "Valley Fruit" or ifone is to be literal "Valley Melons" of"Melon's of the Valley" 
you cannot say they don't have imaginative names!). I am told that the views from 
beyond the windowsill of the accommodation huts (ignoring the roosters and oxen (oxi?» 
are quite spectacular. Hopefully I will not run into too many Civil Wars (is there really 
such a thing as a Civil War?). 

Anyway Ilye still; got two issues to go, so more later. 

CLOSING DATE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEXT NEWSLETTER: 

FRIDAY, 26th September, 1992 

FORMATOFCON~UTIONS 

I am happy to receive conIributions in printed fonn or on computer disc. Any S.25" or 3.S· floppy disc (in almost 

any format as I can convert files &om other word p'OCCISSOnI to mine). fi'oc of vinllIcs (I virus ICIll the discs but 

preveation is beUcrthan ewe) will be fioc. Send a bard copy AI wcIl just in case. SIUIdra'i bit in the last IlC'WSIeUa' 

was done this way and saved me a lot oftypingI 

JCHAPS CLOTHING 

Sweatshirts S20.00 plus $4.50 p&b 

T-Shirts S15.00 plus $3.50 p&b 


Available from Scott Melton: til' 6220920 (ah) 

(ask him about JCH&PS metal badges and cloth patches too.) 
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JENOLAN CAVES 

THE RECENT DISCOVERIES 

Mr. O. Trickett, Superintendent ofCaves, has furnished the Minister 
of Mines with the following report respecting the lenolan Caves:- "I have 
examined and measured the new branches of the Lucas Cave, discovered by 
Caretaker Wibutd and Guides Edwards and Bailey on July 30. They are 10 
chains in length and rise about 200ft above the level of the underground 
waterway. The caverns are surpassingly beautiful, and are decorated from 
end to end. There are 'shawls' 8ft. in diameter, massive fluted columns 30ft. 
high, clear pools with crystal floors 15ft. in diameter, and 'shawls' with 
translucent white bands alternating with very dark bands. The variety of 
tints exhibited by the formations is not quite equalled in any other cave at 
Jenolan. For beauty, variety, and grandeur it is difficult to imagine anything 
to surpass the caverns of the two new branches of the Lucas Cave." 

Lithgow Mercury (7) 1904 (provided by Robert Litidsay). 
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Karst Conservation 

"Following a six month 'incubation period' the National Parks & Wudlife 
(Karst Conservation) Amendment Bill passed both Houses of Parliament in 
early December 1991. The innovative move to safeguarq cave systems of 
karst on private land without acquiring the overlying land found widespread 
support in Parliament as a sensible method of cave conservation with 
widespread application. 

"Now that the Bill has been enacted, successful implementation will require 
NPWS to draw up conservation agreements with co-operative land owners. 
Over the last six months, the Minister for The Environment has consulted 
with speleological groups to examine the ramifications of the amendment 
and investigate likely karst candidates for conservation agreements. " 

Extract from "State of the Environment" (No 1.1992) (supplied by Editor). 
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Newsletter of the Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society 
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In this issue... 
• Smoke Concert 
• Secretary's Desk 
• Proposed Motions - Insert 

Next Meeting 

Date: 14th Nov. 1992 
Time: 11 am 
Place: JenolanCaves 
Smoke Concert: 8.30 pm 
The Committee meeting is to 
be held in conjuntion with the 
general meeting. 
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Jenolan Caves HistOrical & Preservation Society 
Constitution 

"That section twenty be amended to read:

20. 	 Amendments to Constitution 

This constitution may be amended by a three fifths majority of those in attendance at a General 
Meeting. provided twenty eight days notice of the proposed amendment has been circulated to all 
members." 

"That section twenty one be amended to:

21. 	 Dissolution 

The Society may be dissolved as follows:

a) 	 The Society shall be dissolved in the event of a membership of less than four persons (but 
must not be less than three) or upon the vote of a three quarter majority of members 
present at a special General Meeting convened to consider such a question: 

b) 	 Upon resolution being passed in accordance with paragraph a) of this rule. all assets and 
funds of the Society on hand shall. after the payment of all expenses and liabilities. be 
handed over to such registered or exempted charity or charities as a simple majority of the 
members at the special General Meeting so convened. or at a subsequent special General 
Meeting may decide." 

"That section twenty two be amended to read:

22. 	 Winding Up 

"In the event of the winding up of the Society the assets of the Society shall be disposed of as 
follows:

a) 	 Items of historical and <scientific interest shall be offered frrstly to the Library of New 
South Wales. secondly to the Royal Australian Historical Society, thirdly to the Australian 
Museum and fourthly to The Powerhouse and Earth Exchange Museums; 

b) 	 All other assets excluding money shall be publicly auctioned: 

c) 	 AII'monies realised and all other monies less the expenses of winding up shall be given to 
the Royal Australian Historical Society for the furtherance of its aims. tI 

Prepared by S Melton & S Heaney 
January 1992 
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JenoJan Caves Historic:ll & Preservation Society 
Constitution 

"That section eighteen be amended to read:

18. 	 Resignations 

Any member may resign their membership by sending their resignation in writing to the committee 
and paying up any arrears of subscriptions due by them for the preceding two years and upon such 
resignation being accepted by the Committee. they shall cease to be a member." 

"That section nineteen be amended to read:

19. 	 Vacation of Office 

The office of a member of the Committee or of a Trustee shall become vacant:

. a) Upon their death: 

b) If they are found guilty of a criminal offence: 

c) If they become bankrupt or make any arrangement or composition with their creditors 
generally; 

d) If they become mentally ill or a person whose person or estate is liable to be dealt with. in 
any way under the law relating to mental health; 

e) If they resign their office by notice in writing to the Committee. and subject to its 
acceptance: 

t) If they are absent for more than six months without leave of the Committee from meetings 
of the Committee held during that period; 

g) If they cease to be a member of the Society: 

h) Upon a resolution being passed by a two thirds majority of members present at a properly 
constituted special General Meeting called for the purpose of removing them from office: 

i) If they hold any office of profit under the Society; 

j) If they are directly or indirectly interested in any comract or proposed contract with the 
Society." 

Prepared by S Melton & S Heaney 
January 1992 
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JenoIan Caves Historical & Preservation Society 
Constitution 

"That section flfteen be amended to read:

15. 	 Committee responsibilities 

The Committee is charged with the following responsibilities:

a) To administer the Society in line with the objects of same: 

b) To meet at least every three months unless more frequent meetings are required as 
determined by business to hand. It will be preferable to hold such meetings coincident with 
the quarterly General Meetings of the Society; 

c) To be accountable to all members of the Society: 

. d) To appoint sub-committees as the need may arise: 

e) To act in an appropriate manner at all times. 

In order to be elected to a Committee position. a member must be of legal voting age." 

"That section sixteen be amended to read:

16. 	 Election of Comminee Members 

Elections shall be by secret ballot and any equality in voting shall be resolved by lot. Nominations 
are to be in writing. signed by the nominee. proposer and seconder. Nominees should preferably be 
in attendance at the Annual General Meeting however. their absence will be accepted if fourteen 
days written notification of their absence is received. Nominations may also 'be received from the 
floor of the meeting. 

The ballot papers shall show the candidates names in order determined by lot." 

"That section seventeen be amended to read:

17. 	 Quorum 

The quorum at a General Meeting or Annual General Meeting of the Society shall be ten fmancial 
members. 

The quorum at a Committee Meeting ~hall be five memb~rs of the Committee." 

Prepared by S Melton & S Heaney 
January 1992 
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Jenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society 
Constitution 

"That section founeen be amended to read:

14. Office Bearers 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Society a Committee comprising of the following shall be 

elected:

a) President: 


b) Two Vice Presidents: 


c) Secretary: 


d) Assistant Secretary: 


Treasurer: 

f) Assistant, Treasurer: 

) g) Membership Secretary: 

h) Two Curators: 

i) Research Officer; 

j) Newsletter Editor: 

k) One reRr(!sentative from the Jenol~ Caves Reserve Trust and one representative from the 
lessee of J enolan Caves House: 

1) Six additional members. 
~ oJ 

At the Annual General Meeting a Patron will be elected." 

Prepared by S Melton & S Heaney 
January 1992 
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Jenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society 
Constitution 

"That section twelve be amended to read:

12. 	 Expulsion of Members 

Any member may be expelled from membership of the Society by the Committee if in the opinion 
of the Committee. after affording such member an opponunity of offering the Committee an 
explanation of their conduct either verbally or in writing. that the conduct of the member is such as 
to be detrimental to the best interests of the Society. provided thac

a) 	 Such expUlsion shall not be effective unless it is confmned by a majority of members 
present at a special General Meeting of members convened to consider the expulsion; 

b) 	 Such General Meeting is held within a period of one month from the date of the decision 
of the Committee to expel the member. 

. c) 	 At such special General Meeting the member whose expUlsion is under considemtion shall 
be allowed to offer an explanation of their conduct verbally or in writing at the option of 
such member; 

d) 	 The voting of such special General Meeting shall be by ballot if not less than five members 
present shall so demand; 

e) 	 It shall be in the power of the Committ~e to exclude such member from participation in the 
affairs of the Society until such special General Meeting shall be held. If 

"That section thineen be amended to read:

13. 	 Trustees 

The position of Trustee of the Society shall be as follows:

a) 	 Three Trustees (who may be members of the Society or Gommittee) shall be elected at a 
properly constituted General Meeting; 

b) 	 All propeny of whatever kind belonging to the Society shall be vested in the Trustees and 
they shall have custody of all deeds and documents of title relating to the prope'ny of the 
Society and shall be responsible for the same and shall deal with and dispose of all the 
propeny of the Society whether real or personal for the time being vested in them and the 
income thereof in accordance with the violation of the trusts upon which the propeny is 
held," 

Prepared by S Melton & S Heaney 
January 1992 
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lenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society 

Constitution 


"That section ten be amended to read..:

10. 	 Audit 

All financial records and transactions of the Society are subject to audit as follows:

a) 	 The auditor or auditors shall be selected at the Annual Genernl Meeting. They shall 
examine all accounts. vouchers. receipts, books. etc.• and furnish a report thereon to the 
members at the Annual Genernl Meeting. Audits shall be conducted at regular intervals of 
not more than twelve months: 

b) 	 An Auditor shall not be a member or closely related to a member of the Committee: 

c) 	 Subject to paragraph d) hereof notice of the intention to nominate an auditor to replace the 
current auditor shall be given to the Secretary at least twenty one days before the Annual 
General Meeting. The Secretary shall send a copy of the nomination to the current auditor 
at least seven days before the Annual General Meeting. The current auditor shall be entitled 
to attend the Annual Genernl Meeting and if they so wish be heard at same; 

d) 	 Where the current auditor submits their resignation. or notifies the Secretary of their 
intention not to·seek re-selection as auditor. paragraph c) hereof shall not apply." 

"That section eleven be amended to read:

11. 	 Minutes 

The Committee shall cause minutes to be made of:

a) All appointments of office bearers and members of the Comminee; 

b) The names of members of the Committee present at all meetings of the Society and 
meetings of the Committee: 

c) All proceedings at al1 meetings of the Society and meetings of the Committee. 

Such minutes shall be signed by the chairperson of the meeting at which the proceedings 
were held or by the chairperson of the next succeeding meeting." 

Prepared by S Melton & S Heaney 
January 1992 
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Jenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society 
Constitution 

"That section nine be amended to read:

9. 	 Society Funds and Accounts 

The following applies in respect of Society funds and accounts:

a) 	 All monies received by the Society shall be deposited at the earliest possible date to the 
credit of the Society's accounts. Receipts for monies received shall be issued promptly. The 
Treasurer must be notified at the earliest convenience of all deposits made to Society 
accourits. 

The Committee may authorise appropriate investment of a proponion of the Society's 
accumulated funds in a recognised fmancial institution. Where possible. these investments 
should be Government guaranteed: 

~ b) 	 All payments S20.00 or greater made by the Society shall be paid by cheque signed by any 
two of the President. Secretary and Treasurer. 

Payments less than S20.00 may be paid by cash but must be accounted for in writing and 
forwarded to the Treasurer by the 25th day of the months of March. June. September and 
December. 

c) 	 All Society members authorised to make payments must present an itemised claim sheet to 
the Committee for payment approval. Where possible. receipts or other evidence of 
payment should be provided. . 

Authorisation to make payments may be granted to members as determined by any two of 
the President. Secretary and Treasurer. The following Committee members shall be deemed 
to have this authority upon their election to office; President. Secretary, Treasurer. Assistant 
Treasurer. Membership Secretary and Newsletter Editor. 

d) 	 All accounts shall be presented to and passed for payment at a Committee meeting and full 
details of such approvals shall be entered in the minutes of the meeting; 

e) 	 The Treasurer shall be required to submit quaneriy fmancial statements for the preceding 
quaner prior to each general meeting. Also. the Society's financial records are to be closed 
off as aJ 31st December each year and an audited statement of receipts and expenditure be 
prepared for presentation at the Annual General Meeting in February of the ensuing year." 

Prepared by S Melton & S Heaney 
January 1992 
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Jenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society 
Constitution 

"That section eight be amended to read:

8. 	 Subscriptions 

Subscription to the Society shall be as follows:

a) 	 The subscription shall be detennined by the Committee and be reviewed annually at the 
Annual General Meeting subject to the increasing costs of conducting Society business. 
Until detennined otherwise. the current subscription rates shall be as per item b); 

b) 	 The annual subscription to the Society will be:

Single - SIO.00 

Family - 510.00 for the fIrst adult and S3.00 for each additional member of the 
same immediate family living at the same address. 

Student- S4.00 until the age of eighteen upon which evidence of full time study 
must be produced to remain eligible for this rate. Upon reaching the age 
of twenty fIve full membership rates are payable. The date of birth of 
student members is to be supplied. 

Pensioner- 55.00 

Child 
under fIve- Free 

Five year membership of the Society will be offered to interested persons at four times the 
annual subscription rate. Persons availing of this optio,1) will be advised via the Society 
Newsletter upon expiry of such membership. 

Life membership of the Society may be procured for a sum of $500.00. Recognition of this 
payment will be made by the inclusion of the members name on a special honour roll to 

hang in an appropriate location at Jenolan Caves. 

Concession Cave Inspection Tickets will be forwarded annually to all members upon 
payment of annual subscriptions dues. Such tickets will automatically be forwarded to Life 
and Honorary Life Members. Those members accepting the fIve year option will receive 
their tickets upon payment/renewal of their membership. This concession is not available on 
public holidays, public holiday weekends or during school holidays. They are only available 
for those cave tours for which a child's concession is available; 

c) 	 Any new member who joins the Society within three months of the end of the fInancial 

year of the Society shall be deemed to be [mancial for the ensuing [mancial year, 


d) 	 Any member who does not renew a subscription within six months of the expiration of 

same shall be deemed to be unfInancial and shall' automatically cease to be a member of 

the Society. Should a member wish to renew their membership within a period of two years 

of it lapsing they shall be liable for all outstanding membership fees due to the Society. 

Notillcation of the expiration of membership shall be by way of a cross placed on the 

society's newsletter posted to the members last known address. A lapsed member rejoining 

after two years will be deemed to be a new member." 


Prepared by S Melton & S Heaney 
January 1992 
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Jenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society 
Constitution 

"That section seven be amended to read:

7. 	 Meeting Procedures 

The following meeting procedures shall apply:

a) 	 The President shall preside as chairperson at every General and Annual General Meeting of 
the Society. but if that person is not present within fifteen minutes of the time appointed 
for the holding of the meeting or is unwilling, to act then the members present shall elect 
one of their number to be chairperson of the meeting. a simple majority sufficing; 

b) 	 The chairperson may. with the consent of any meeting at which a quorum is present and 
shall if so directed by the meeting. adjourn the meeting from time to time and from place 
to place but no business shall be transacted at any adjourned meeting other than the 
business left unfinished at the meeting from which the adjournment took place. When a 
meeting is adjourned for thilly days or more notice of the adjourned meeting shall ,be given 
as in the case of an original meeting. Save as aforesaid it shall not be necessary to give any 
notice of an adjournment of the business to be transacted at an adjourned meeting; 

c) 	 At any General Meeting a resolution put to the vote of a meeting shall be decided on a 
show of hands unless a poll is (before or on the declaration of the result of the show of 
hands) demanded by the chairperson or by at least three members present. Unless a poll is 
so demanded a declaration by the chairperson that a resolution has on a show of hands 
been carried or carried unanimously. or by a particular majority. or lost. and an entry to 
that effect in the minutes of the proceedings of the Society shall be conclusive evidence or 
the fact without proof of the number or proportion of votes recorded in favour of or against 
the resolution. The demand for a poll may be withdrawn: 

d) 	 If a poll is duly demanded it shall be taken in such a manner and either at once or after an 
interval or adjournment or otherwise as the chairperson directs and the result of the poll 
shall be the resolution of the meeting at wbich the poll was demanded but a poll demanded 
on the election of a Chairperson or on a question of adjournment shall be taken forthwith; 

e) 	 In the case of an equality of votes. whether on a show of hands or on a poll. the 
chairperson of the meeting at which the show of hands takes place or at which a poll is 
demanded shall be entitled to a second or casting vote: 

f) 	 Each financial member of legal voting age present and voting at a General Meeting of the 
Society shall have one vote; 

g) 	 Meetings shall be conducted in an orderly fashion and are not to exceed two hours in 
duration with a maximum extension of fifteen minutes to allow for the conclusion of urgent 
business." 

Prepared by S Melton & S Heaney 
January 1992 
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Jenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society 

Constitution 


"That section five be amended to read:

5. General Meeting 

A General Meeting shall be held on the second Saturday of the months of February. August and 
November and on the first Saturday of the month of May. unless determined otherwise by 'the 
Committee. At least twenty eight days notice of such meeting shall be given to each member in the 
Society's newsletter. posted to their last known address however. accidental omission to give notice 
to any member shall not invalidate the meeting. 

Unless determined otherwise by the Committee these meetin~s shall commence promptly at 
8.3Opm." 

"That section six be amended to read:

6. Special General Meetings 

Any two members of the Committee may at any time convene a Special General Meeting of the 
Society. Such meetings shall be convened by the Secretary upon the written request. stating the 
reasons for the request. of any two members of the Society to the Committee. Such a meeting shall 
be held within a period of one month. where possible. from the date of the receipt of the request. 
Should the Committee deem the request not to be of a serious nature. the Committee has the power 
to holdover discussion on the reque~t to the next General Meeting." 

Prepared by S Melton & S Heaney 
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Jenola.n Caves Historical & Preservation Society 

Constitution 


"That section three be amended [Q read:

3. 	 Membership 

The following shall apply in respect to membership:

a) 	 Membership shall be open to all persons subscribing to the objects of the Society and 
paying the prescribed fee. The Committee shall have the right to refuse membership to any 
person if just cause can be shown; 

b) 	 A register of members shall be kept showing in respect of every member their name. 
address. phone number and the date membership commenced. Further. that the ages of 
junior members or student identification numbers be provided on application for 
membership: 

c) 	 Any member may be eligible for Honorary Life Membership of the Society subject to 
nomination by a financial member of the Society. Notice of this nomination is required in 
writing for publication in the Society's newsletter preceding the next Annuai General 
Meeting. This nomination shall indicate the reasons why the member should be regarded as 
wonhy of this award. This award will be acknowledged by the inclusion of the members 
name on a special honour roll to hang in an appropriate location at Jenolan Caves." 

"TQat section four be amended to read:

4. 	 Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting shall be held within two months of the end of the (manciai year of the 
Society ending 31st December. At least twenty eight days notice of such meeting shall be given to 
each member in the Society's newsletter. posted to their last known address however. accidental 
omission to give notice to any member shall not invalidate the meeting. 

Unless detennined otherwise by the Committee this <meeting will be held to coincide with the 
February General Meeting." 

Prepared by S Melton & S Heaney 
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Jenoian Caves Historical & Preservation Societv 

Constitution . 


NOTICES OF MOTION: 

"That section one be amended to read:

1. 	 Name 

The full and correct name of the Society shall be "TIIE JENOLAN CA YES HISTORICAL AND 
PRESER Y A TION SOCIETY" herein after called "The Society"." 

"That section two be amended to read~-

2. 	 Objects 

. The objects of the Society shall be:

a) To encourage the study of the history of both the Ienolan Caves District and Australian 
Cave Systems: 

b) To promote the compilation of authentic records relating to the Jenolan Caves District an~ 
Australian Cave Systems; 

c) To acquire. either by purchase. donation or otherwise. and preserve for the use of the 
Society all such objects and materials considered by the committee to have a bearing on 
Australian and/or Cave History and to establish. form. furnish and mairaain libraries. 
museums and picture galleries; 

d) To promote interchange of information among members of the Society by lectures. 
readings. discussions and e:r;hibitions of historical artefacts: 

e) To print. publish and circulate such journals. periodicals. books and other literary 
publications and undertakings as may seem conducive to any of the objects of the Society; 

f) To co-operate with similar Societies throughout Australia and internationally; 

g) To provide social interaction for members: 

h) To do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the attainment of any or all of 
the above objects." 

Prepared by S Melton & S Heaney 
January 1992 
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The Jenolan Caves Historical &: Preservation Society presents a 

SMOKE 

CONCERT 


at 

8.30 pm, Saturday 14th November 1992 


in the 

GRAND ARCH 


i 

BBQ (run the Bush Fire Brigade) 

& 


BAR (hopefully) 


ayo folding chair or similar (if possible) 

THE PERFORMERS 
including: 

Tillson Margaret Bradford Mike O'Hearn 
Roaring 40's Judy Pender Peter Hicks 

& Others 

Master of Ceremonies: Mr Keith Watson 
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From the Secretary's Desk 

This will be my last" From the Secretary's Desk" for six months. The reason for 
this is that I am going to the USA and Europe one and a half weeks after the November 
meeting and will not be back until the week before the February AGM. I will be 
experiencing my first white Christmas which I am looking forward to an I will also be 
catching up with some friends. I also hope to visit Michael and Boronia Chilcott in 
Switzerland. Michael was Secretary of the Society until his transfer to the land of 
chocolate and yodelling. Some of the more interesting activities I hope to undertake 
include a visit to Death Valley in the USA, Yosemite, Oregon Caves National 
Monument, Beoing Aircraft Factory, cross country skiing in Yellowstone National Park, 
a hot air balloon ride over the Rocky Mountains, Carslbad Caverns and the Gmnd 
Canyon. I will also be giving a talk to some Elementary School Students in Virginii/ on 
the Australian way of lifo. I think the highlight of the European part of the holiday will 
be a ride on the TGV Atlantique which is the fastest train in the world and currently 
holds the world rail speed record of515.3 km/h. I will include a trip report in the April 
newsletter. 

Getting back to lenolan for a moment, you will find enclosed 22 "Proposed 
Notices of Motion for the 1993 Annual General Meeting". You may be aware that 
Sandra and I have been working on the constitution for the last nine months with the 
help of some Society members. We finally foel that we have a sati~Jactory constitution 
prepared and all that is needed is for it to be officially adopted at the next AGM. Please 
read through the constitution and be prepared to vote on each notice ofmotion. 

I am sure you will join me in wish Peter ludge (Assistant Manager Caves House 
[more often than not Acting Manager, ed.]) all the best at his new position at Peppers 
Pokolbin in the Hunter Valley. Peter was transferred not long after the May meeting. 
Welcome also to the new manager of Caves House, Mr Dennis VVinchester. We hope 
your stay at lenolan is a memorable one and look forward to continuing the good 
relationship that the Society has with Peppers. 

Not much else to report on at the moment so I will close for now. As I will be 
absent at Christmas, I would like to take this opportunity (even if it is early) to wish all 
members and their families the best for the festive season and the coming New Year. 

Scottt1elton Secretary 

aoSl~DATE lOR CO~110NS TO 'DIE NE)'I' NBIstEITER 
FR'DA~, 20th December, 1992 
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Jenolan Caves 

Historical and Preservation Society 


Membership Application and Renewal Fonn 

Rates: 
Single Membership $10.00 per year. 
Family Membership. $10.00 per year for the first member of the family' FLUS 

$3.00 per year for each additional member of the 
immediate family seeking membership. 

Full Time Student $4.00 per year. 
Five year membership is available at FOUR times the annual rate. 

Please make remittance payable to Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation 
Society and forward together with the form below (or a copy) to the 
membership secretary. 

Your Renewal is due (but only Lf the foUowlng box is marked): 0 

Surname: _________________________________________________ 

First Name(s): _____________________ 

Children's names and ages (for family membership): 

Address: 

Post Code: 

Telephone: 

Membership: NewlRenewal Period: OnelFive year 


Please enrol me as a member for the year: ___-.:. 

I enclose a cheque/money order for the sum of $ ____ for 

SingielFamily/Full time student membership. 


Please forward to: 
The Membership Secretary 
Jenolan Caves Historical and Preserva tion Society 
5 Grey Street 
KeiraviUe NSW 2500 

«042) 296754 Maureen Sullivan) 
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Historical 


and Preservation 

Society 


Newsletter of the Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society 

IISSN031O-7248 January 1993 Number 75 

GENERAL MEETING • More Cave Discoveries 
• Trivia - 1898 

Date: 13th Feb. 1993 • Letters to the Editor (1) 
• Letters to the Editor (2) Time: 8.30 pm 
• Annual Report - 1904 . Place: Jenolan Caves 
• Editor's· Contribution The Committee meeting is to be 
• Sport held at ~pm in the Guide's Office. 
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1992 Committee , 
President 

Sandra Heaney 
Vice Presidents . 

Steve Opper 
Barry Richard 

Secretary 
Scott Melton 

Assistant Secretary 
Natalie Wheatley 

Treasurer 
Dimity Short 

Assistant Treasurer 
Richard Guy 

Membership Secretary 
Maureen Sullivan 

Curators 
Joan Edwards 

Sue Hardy 
Research Officer 

Joan Edwards 
Assist. Research Officer 

Robert Lindsay 
Trustees 

Janet Macfarlane 
John Culley 

John Callaghan 
Patron 

Harold Coates OBE 
Newsletter Editor 

Derek Elmes 

Saturday 1st May 1993 

Meeting dates for 1993-94 should be 
available in the next newsletter. 

IMPORTANT 

MEMBERSHIP 


INFORMA TION 


Membership renewals are now due. Ifyou 
have a red cross in the box in the enclosed 
form it means that you need to renew your 
membership. 

Take advantage of the five year membership 
offer and avoid the yearly reminder and just 
put up with it twice a decade!'" 
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MORE CAVE DISCOVERIES 

Some more caves have (says the ETJening News) been discovered in the 

Burragorang district, which naturally surpass in beauty any ever discovered before. 

Every frysh discovery always eclipses all fonner ones. But honestly, is New South 

Wales inwant ofany more caves. The lenolan Caves have been pretty well written 

to death, and.ifwe are to have a series of such caves, and they are all to fonn 

subjects for long and prosy descriptions by prosy writers, why the patience ofthe 

New South Wales public will revolt, and it will become penal to discuss fresh caves. 

Discovering caves seems to be becoming as common a weakness -- an amiable 

:weakness, we admit -- as writing poetry, and the two offences in future will have to 

be dealt with on a common footing. At present the Australian poet and his admirers 

are a district nuisance. Fonnerly we could never get up in the morning without 

being informed that some gifted amateur had issued a new waltz. Now that craze 

has died, and we cannot go out without being pelted with a new pook of Australian 

poems. If cave-discovering goes on at the same rate, legislation will have to be 

adopted. The Burragorang Valley, by the way, is supposed to have suggested the 

description ofthe place where the stolen cattle were planted in "Robbery Under 

Arms. II 

(An amazing scrap from The Lithgow Mercury - Friday 31 March 1899 suPPtied by 

Robert Lindsay. I leave it up to you, the reader, to decide if the anonymous columnist is a 

serious critic or a humorist.) 
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Annual Report 1904 

The following is the report on the Limestone Caves, by O. Trickett, L.S., M.S.:-

JENOLAN CAVES 
I 

The Government Printer reported that the issue of the Guide Book had been sold 

out at a profit. In view of this successful result a new issue is now being prepared which 

will include illustrations of the "River CaveN. 

In Feb~ a cottage was leased for the use of Guide Edwards. 

After running successfully for thirteen years the Leffel Wheel, used with the 

electric light supply, has been thoroughly repaired. 

Extensive damage was caused by floods during the winter to the tracks leading 

from the camping grounds, and to tl).e creek retaining walls between the Caves House and 

the Grand Archway. The necessary repairs have been effected. 

On the 20th February, Caretaker Wiburd and Guide Edwards discovered "The 

Temple of Baal," and on the 30th July, assisted by Guide Bailey, they found the Orient 
; 

Cave. These are surpassingly beautiful and extensive branches of the Lucas Cave, leading 

from the "River" series of caverns. In the course of exploration the guides exhibited a 

perseverance and a courage in overcoming perilous obstacles which is highly to their 

credit. Tempormy means of access to the new cave are being rapidly provided. This 

includes a punt, which has been provided on that part of the underground waterway named 

"The Styx." Permanent stairways will be added from time to time. 

From the 1st J~e the admissions to the Caves was increased to 2/- for a first visit 

and 1/- for any subsequent visit by each person. 

The Rainbow and Salmon trout placed in the Jenolan River are doing well, and 

may soon be expected to give excellent sport. 

(Extract from the Mines Department Annual Report. 1904, supplied by the Editor) 
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Letter to the Editor (1) 

THE DISCOVERER OF JENOLAN CAVES 

Sir, - In your issue of the 17th instant I see a scrap fro~ Mr John Dobbie, J.P. re 

the discoverer of the Jenolan Caves. He says that the person credited with the discovery 

was not the actual discoverer. So far he is right. Mr. James Whalan, my uncle, as far as is 

known, was the :first to see the limestone cliffs at the Jenolan Caves, while in search of the 

bushranger McEwen, who, he knew, was located in the vicinity, having been tracked near 

there by a man named Jerh Beale. My uncle, being too intent on the pursuit of Mc Ewen, 

did not even go down the hill to the archw~ys. On his return, kno~g my father, Mr. 

Charles Whalan, was fond of scenery of that kind, he told him as near as he could where 

the caves lay. My father then started with a servant named Nicholas Urwin and rode all 

day looking for the place described. Just at nightfall they saw the entrance to the Grand 

Arch. The hill below them being too rough to get down, they decided to camp where they 

were and to make the decent in the morning, which they did, exploring the Grand Arch, 

Devil's Coach-house, and Nettle Cave. This was in the early forties, as I remember seeing 

my father's name iIi the Grand Arch da~ed 1842. After that time my father and brothers, 

Charles and Edwin Whalan, conducted parties to the Caves for many years. Now, Mr. 

Editor, if my father was not the actual discoverer of the far famed Jenolan Caves, he was 

certainly the :first to explore them and bring them before the public. Trusting you will 

insert this letter, I remain yours, etc., 

ALFREp S. WHALAN 

Norway, via Oberon, March 25. 

(Extract from the Lithgow Mercury 31st March 1899 supplied by Robert Lindsay) 
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Remember that the next meeting also includes the Annual 

General Meeting. 

This normal meeting and the A GM will cover a number of 

issues but two ofthe most important issues are: 

1. The new constitution 

and 

2. The election ofthe 1993-94 committee. 

Accompanying tltis newsletter is a list ofmotions to be put to 

the meeting regarding the Constitution. 
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Lett~r to the Editor (2) 

THE DISCOVERER OF JENOLAN CAVES 

To THE EDITOR 

Sir, - In your issue ofthe 31st March 1899, I see a scrap from Mr. AS. Whalan 
re the discovery of Jenolan Caves. James Wbalan is the real discoverer ofJenolan Caves. 
It was after he captured thebushranger McEwen, who robbed his team of the bullock bows 
and chains as a place known as Coogie Flat, near Gingkin. Mr James Whalan, with the 
assistance ofa police officer and Jerh Beale, tracked McEwen to the top of the range above 
his camp when they saw the smoke of his fire. They camped for the night; the descent was 
made in the morning, when they captured McEwen, whom they secured and handed over 
to the authorities. James Whalan returned to his camp to try to find some of his property, 
which included bullock bows and chains, horses, and a steel mill which were used fat that 
time to grind wheat for the Government men told off to James Whalan to serve their time. 
When he got to the hut where they had taken him he followed the valley down to within 
about % ofa mile ofthe caves. He left his horse and walked down, it being impossible to 
get his horse with him. He then went through the archways; finding he' could not get 
down the river further he went about the daylight caves and returned to his horse, and 
could no(get any of his property. When it was reported McEwen was taken, a stockman at 
Lowther got a blackfellow to take him to McEwen's camp, and he took the steel mill away 
between the time Wbalan had taken McEwen and when he returned to look for his stolen 
property. Whalan heard of the mill being taken and went and identified it by a No.8 on 
one of the bolts. When McEwen robbed Whalan he always packed what he took on 
Whalan's horses. When he got near his camp he killed the horses so that they would not 
track the horses back and find him. I was told this by Whalan's stockman, James 
Campbell, afterwards in 1855; so that James Whalan was the real discover ofJenolan 
Caves, in 1841, and the first man to enter them. When he returned he told people that he 
had been at the end of the world in the Devil's Coach-house, so that is how it got its name. 
Jerh Beale, who tracked McEwen, told me all they had done from starting to track. They 
did not see the caves until after the capture ofMcEwen. Mr. J Whalan searched several 
times for his bullock harness and his horse. When I heard that McEwentook the bullock 
bows and chains I did not believe he carried them so far, but when exploring about 
fourteen years ago I found the bullock bows, six bows, two pairs of iron hinges, and two 
harrow pins, planted in a cave. There are scores of people who have seen them in the cave 
since I discovered it. This is the true account of the discovery of Jenolan Caves, and as I 
have been exploring them since 1855, I have collected the particulars from eye witnesses 
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,.. 

as to James Whalan's work and the robbery at his house by McEwen. I rulve taken great 
delight in the exploring of the caves and everything in connection with their discovery, 
etc., before my time here. Kindly publish the above in the interest of the readers of your 
valuable paper, of which I am a constant reader. - Yours, etc. 

1. WILSON 

Jenolan Caves, April 4. 

(Extract from Lithgow Mercury 7th Apri11899 supplied by Robert Lindsay) 

Note from the Editor: 
It is interesting to wonder about the discovery of Jenolan Caves or perhaps the way the 
terms "discovery" and "first person" were used last century. Wilson, in his letter for 
example, does not mention the possibility t::he "McEwen" or the "Stockman" (who 
appropriated the steel mill) may have "discovered" the Caves, nor whomever placed the 
articles that he thinks may have belonged to Whalan in a cave which he (Wilson) 
"discovered". And there is of course the favourite of Australian history (and of most 
colonised nations) - the use of "first person to enter" or "first person to see". While I'll be 

..' the first to argue that the likes of Wilson, Wiburd and others where the :first to enter and 
see the vast majority of the caves at Jenolan, I will equally argue that at least some of the 
inhabitants of the continent over the last 40,000 would have seen and entered some of the 
caves and arches at Jenolari (and if they hadn't why is there a Polish sailor in the Pool of 
Cerberus Cave?). 
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Editor's Contribution (or the Editor's Far~well) 

Well, here I am. Two years and 8 editions later, my last newsletter. 
It's been fun and if it wasn't for work and other commitments I might 
have stayed on as editor for another year. This,,however, is not to be. 
Despite what you have read in the last two newsletters I am not 
heading OS to pursue apes or ice. Instead, I have decided to act upon 
the paradigm of "Thinking Globally and Acting Locally" and stay here 
in New South Wales and continue to work for the Environment 
Protection Authority, where I am currently applying for a position that 
has until recently been occupied by me. Confusing isn't it. 

There are a few people I would like to thank in particular. Maureen 
Sullivan for always having the address labels and membership 
infonnation to me for each newsletter, Nigel Scanlan for racking his 
brain (and anyone in sights at the time) when I've called out of the 
blue with a "What's happened in the last 3 months?" question for the 
"Sernor Guide's Bit" and, last but not least, Robert Lindsay, for 
,scouring the microfiche and supplying me with copies of newspaper 
clippings etc., which have been the mainstay of the;Newsletter in my 
opinion (even though I did lose his crossword). Of course I could add 
Janet and Scott and everyone else who has offered comment and 
support. 

I would ~e to thank one more person, not a member of the Society, 
but one which without I couldn't have done the newsletter, and that's 
Martin Essam, long time friend and lunatic who owns a laser printer. 

Well, I won't hang around and take up precious space ID:ld will now 
head of into the sunset while wishing the incoming committee and 
editor the best of luck in the future. See everyone down at Jenolan 
sometime. 
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Trivia - 1898 

JENOLAN CAVES 


[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT] 

Mr. O. Trickett, inspector of caves, who has been here for the last three 

weeks surveying all the Caves, has completed his work. This information, .. . 
which is for a new guide book to be issued by the Government, will be of 

great interest to visitors. Some new branches, which have been discovered 

lately off the Jubilee cave by Mr. Jeremiah Wilson, were shown to Mr. 

Trickett. 

Some person or person placed a long ladder last night across the road 

about three feet from the ground, at the turntable, where the road is narrow. 

Ifa coach or cyclist had happened to be going around this turn a serious 

accident could not have been averted, as a party walking did not see it till 

right against it. 

The rain during the last fortnight has been the means ofthe gardens 

looking healthy. 

The director of the Botanical Gardens, Mr. 1. H. Maiden paid us a visit on 

Saturday, and was very pleased with the progress made by the gardener, Mr. 

H. Malthouse, whose artistic taste deserves recognition. 

Last night the many friends met at "Tyrone Villa" to did good-bye to Mr. 

H. G. Shoebridge. Songs were rendered and a most enjoyable evening spent. 

Mr Shoebridge has had charge of the painting here under the Government 

Architect's Branch for the last 13 months, during which time he has made 

many friends in the district. We wish him every success. 

November 1. 

(EXlraCt from the Lithgow Mercury 4th November 1898, supplied by Robert Lindsay) 
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MEMBERSHIP 


A warm welcome is extended to the following new members: 


Peter Griffiths of Woodford 
Joseph & Linda Michael ofBaulkham Hills 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CHECK THE MEMBERSHIP FORM INCLUDED 
WITH THE NEWSLETTER. ]Ji' IT HAS A RED CROSS ON IT YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP IS DUE (THE ADDRESS LABEL SHOULD ALSO HAVE A 
CROSS ON IT ]Ji' MEMBERSHIP IS DUE). 

JCHAPS MERCHANDISE 

(apart from what's available at the Ticket Office at renolan) 


Available from the Secretary: 

(At meetings or contact Scott Melton: if (02) 6220920 (00) 


JCHAPS T-Shirts $20.00 (+ $4.50 p&b) 
JCHAPS Sweat Shirts $15.00 (+ $3.50 p&h) 

I 	 Available from the Membership Secretary: 
(At meetings or write to: :Maureen Sullivan, 5 Grey Street, Keiraville, NSW! 2500) 

Metal Membership Badges $4.00 
~..., 	 Cloth Society Patches $4.00 
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SPORT (Lithgow Mercury Friday March 10, 1899· supplied by Robert Lindsay) 

THE ROCKLEY GAME. 

THEJENOLAN CAVES 

TAI'lIIll1 and Wattle Flat Rockley Clubs accepted the kind invitation ofMr. J. S. O'Hara to pay a visit to lhe 

famous JenoIan Caves. andretumed to town on Sunday afternoon, having spent a delightful week. Wattle Flat 

players, under the guardianship ofMrs. McAlpine, left home on Monday, February 27, and journeyed as far as 

O'Connell, where they were pleasantly received and entertained by Mrs. and Miss Roberts. The follOwing morning 

they proceeded to Oberon, where they were joined at 11.30 by the Tarana Club, who were chaperoned by Miss 

A:usten. After an alfresco luncheon at Boggy Flat Creek, the young travellers continued their journey and reached the 

Caves at 6 p,m.. They were enthusiastically welcomed by the residents at the Caves. The next day a match much had 

been ~ in the honor ofMiss Maud Wilson's return after heT longand serious illness. was played between lhe 

two teams. Aconsiderable number ofspectators were present and rII.IIIli[ested a keen interest in the progress of the 

game. The compliment was acknowledged by Mr. 'Jeremiah Wilson in very feeling terms. A photo group ofthe two 

clubs and the Wilson family was taken much was intended for presentation to each one interested, as a memento ofthe 

event. The following day they visited the Lucas and Right Imperial Caves. and before leaving they expressed their 

gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Wilson and family for the hospitality extended to them. After tea a very enjoyable 

entertaimnen1 was tendered the visitors in the grand arch. On the following morning another photo was taken oflhe 

party, :with their conveyances in readiness to n:tum home. The two parties bade one another adieu at Oberon, Tarana 
arriving at their destination about 8p.m., while Wattle Flat about the same time returned to O'Connell, and on the 

following day were met in Bathurst by Mr. Jones' coach from Wattle Fl.at. 

THE MATCH. 

At noon the two clubs met on the JenoIan Caves cricket ground, and Tarana winning the toss, decided to have the 

first innings. But, through excellent bowling ofAlma, Minnie and Amy Brockwell and Lena McAlpine, they were all 

put out forn runs. Wattle Flat responded with 99. TAI'lIIll1's second innings rea1ised 125 and Wattle Flat's 48. 

Tarana thus won by 48 runs. The highest score ofthe day was made ~race Donowa ofTarana (64), the second by 

McriahAusten (the championoflastyear):with57,andtbird by AmyCrockwell, the last WattleFlatQueen(51). All 

three gave grand exln'bitions ofthe game, and astonished the spectators. many declaring that they had never seen such 

an interesting exln'bition before. The fielding ofboth clubs attracted attention and admiration, as also did Eva Dennis' 

bowling in both innings, and Meriah Austen's wicketkeeping. as usual, was much admired. 

Mr. Charles AlIsten, ofTanma, evidently knew the effects oftravelling. and made ample provision by way ofa 

good variety ofrefreshments, thus ensuring the happy result offuU and plenty to eat and good cheer. - From oeQ e 

Report. 
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Jenolan Caves 

Historical and Preservation Society 


Membership Application and Renewal Form 

Rates: 
Single Membership $10.00 per year. 
Family Membership. $10.00 per year for the first member of the family PLUS 

$3.00 per year for each additional member of the 
inurtediate family seeking memberslpp. 

Full Time Student $4.00 per year. 
Five year membership is availab~e a't FOUR times Ute annual rate. 

Please make remittance payable to Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation 
Society and forward together with the form below (or a copy) to the 
membership secretary. 

Your Renewal is due (but onlY'lf the fonowlng box Is marked): 0 

Sumame: ____~-------------------------------------------First Name(s): ________________________________ 

Oilldren's names and ages (for family membership): 

Address: 

Post Code: 
Telephone: 

Membership: NewlRenewal Period: OnelFive year 


" 

Please e9rol me as a member for the year : ___--'
I enclose a cheque/money order for the sum of $ ____ for 
SingIelFamily/Full time student memberShip. 

Please forward to: 
The Membership Secretary 
Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society 
5 Grey Street 
Keiraville NSW 2500 

((oo) 296754 Maureen Sullivan) 
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Newsletter of the Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society 

IISSN031 0-7248 April 1993 Nul'l'ber 761 

In this issue ... 
• President's Report 

• From the Secretary's Desk 

• Book Launch 

• Curators Report 

• A Salute to our Pioneers 

• Proposed Motions 

Next Meeting 

Date: 1st May 1993 
Time: 8.30pm 

. . 
Place: Wallaby Hall 
The Committee meeting is to be 
held at 3pm in the Guide's Office. 

J'CHAPS COMMITTEE 1993 


President: 

Vice Presidents: 


Secretary: 

Assist Secretary: 

Treasurer: 

Assist Treasurer: 

Membership Secretary: 


Sandra Heaney 
Barry Richard 
Arthur Gray 
Scott Melton 
Lissy Willkomm 
Richard Guy 
David Rotherham 
Maureen Sullivan 

Newsletter Editor: 
Assist Newsletter Ed: 
Trustees: 

Curators: 

Research Officer: 

Patron: 
Department Rep: 
Peppers Rep: 
Committee: 

f 

David Rotherham 
Derek Elmes 
Janet Macfarlane 
John Culley 
John Callaghan 

Sue Hardy 
Joan Edwards 
Joan Edwards 
Robert Lindsay 
Harold Coates O.B.E. 
George Djordjewitsch 
Denis Winchester 
Catherine Draheim 

Phyllis Asplin 
HardyEfrahelm 



November meeting weekend. A 2nd, 3rd or 4th hand complaints President's 
- good time was had by all. Many wh~ome4rom-both- Report:-:;-' 
thanks to Arthur Gray for hisrore~=~mem5ers-andnon::-members offj,-e------

For the 1993 
AGM 

It gives me great pleasure to 
present the 21 st Annual Report 

In accordance with our current 
constitution we have held four 
committee and four general 
meetings within the period, all 
meetings were held at Jenolan 
Caves. 

Following the wet conditions which 
prevailed at the AGM in 1992 and 
the cancellation of the planned 
BBQ and the thus very cramped 
conditions in which we held the 
meeting, it was decided that the 
cabins are not a reliable or suitable 
venue for further meetings. 

The society participated in Clean 
Up Australia Day on 1st March with 
19 members pitching in. Sadly as 
most of us drove up the 5-mile late 
in the day the tourists had already 
started to contribute to the pile for 
the 1993 clean up which is 7th 
March. 

Our the Anniversary was 
celebrated with a special dinner in 
Caves House following the May 
meeting with some 25 members and 
friends attending. Three of our 
younger members Aubrey and Lani 
Draheim and Sonia Hardy did the 
honours by cutting the cake. 

The following day saw a few hard 
workers clean up the cricket pitch 
in McKeown's Valley and replace 
the concrete which had previously 
been broken up to plant trees in the 
Koala enclosure. No doubt it is not 
up to SCG standards but should 
prove a trying pitch for any team. 
Thanks is extended to the trust for 
supplying the materials. 

Treasurer Dimity Short resigned 
during the year and Richard Guy 
stepped into the breech. Both were 
thanked for their ongoing support 
of the society and enthusiasm with 
which they undertook their tasks. 

The time honoured traditional 
Smoke Concert was resurrected 
minus the smoke - on the 

as coordinator and to the Jenolan 
Caves Bushfire Brigade for 
providing the sausage sizzle. 

Regarding other society business 
the long drawn out constitution 
review continues, however, thanks 
to a relative new comer to the 
Society Dr. Robert Hardie and the 
input of several other members the 
penultimate draft was circulated 
with the last newsletter and will 
hopefully be ratified at tonight's 
AGM. I must, however, express a 
certain degree of displeasure with 
many other Society members who 
remained silent on the issue until 
spurred on by Dr. Hardie at the 
November meeting to have a say. 
Where were all your comments over 
the year when both Scott and I 
appealed for your assistance? 

On the matter of the Grand Arch 
Precinct re-development everyone 
now knows that the proposed plans 
were quashed and it is now back to 
the drawing board. Hence this is an 
ideal opportunity for the Society to 
be actively involved in future 
proposals. So please share your 
ideas either at meetings or through 
the newsletter. On this matter 
apologise to the membership for 
not being in attendance at the 
forum on 27th November but I did 
not receive the invitation to be 
present until3.00pm of that day. 

This again highlights one of our 
greatest difficu lties that of 
communication, I would therefore 
propose that any mail coming to 
Jenolan Caves for committee 
members not resident in the area 
be opened by the assistant 
secretary and the messages if 
urgent or within a deadline be 
forwarded by telephone or fax so 
as to avoid such problems. 

Regarding the Old Post Office, we 
have made little advance in this 
area but hopefully in consultation 
with both the Trust and Peppers 
some suitable arrangements will be 
arrived at in the coming year. 

Matters I have found most vexing 
over the year are the numbers of 

Society about actions or inaction 
on behalf of the Society. There are 
three courses of action open to 
anyone who has a complaint 
members may raise an issue at a 
meeting. approach the Secretary to 
call a special meeting or write their 
complaints to the editor of the 
newsletter. Non-members may 
write to the Secretary. Therefore, 
issues which warrant discussion 
have adequate vehicles for 
expression - if people are not willing 
to take such paths nor to identify 
themselves their complaints can be 
of little merit and thus will not be 
considered by the Society for 
deliberation. 

I know there have been births and 
deaths within our membership this 
year, no doubt there have been 
weddings, engagements and other 
achievements and losses. I should 
like to extend congratulations and 
commiserations as appropriate, 
and wish all members well for the 
year ahead. 

Thankyou is at times a most 
inadequate word but I should 
extend my sincere thanks to all 
committee members. with' special 
gratitude to Scott, Richard and 
Maureen for keeping the records 
straight. Also to Derek for his 
amusing, interesting and thought 
provoking Newsletters. I should 
also like to thank Nigel Scanlan for 
his assistance throughout the year 
and various members of the Trust 
staff and the Management and 
Staff of Peppers. 

As the new year draws near it 
becomes apparent that there will be 
a lot happening and I hope the 
Society will have an active role to 
play. In this regard I am in the final 
year of doing a doctorate and know 
I will be pressed for time and 
inspiration and it is therefore with 
regret that I announce that I will not 
be seeking re-election for any 
office other than general committee 
member for the coming year. 

Sandra Heaney 
President JCHAPS. 
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Well, another year has come and gone at Jenolan 
and it seems hard to believe that we are already 
into the fourth month. For those of you that may 
not be aware, I recently returned from 10 weeks 
in the USA & Europe. It was great and it even 
snowed on Christmas Day for me. That was one 
of the highlights. I know that I promised in the last 
newsletter to write a trip report for this issue but 
time has precluded me from doing so. Hopefully 
in the next one!!! 

While in the USA, I saw Oregon Caves National 
Monument, Carlsbad Caverns as well as 
spending New Years Day in Mammoth Cave 
Kentucky recording historical signatures in the 
passage just below what is known as the 
"Wooden Bowl Room". The Cave Research 
foundation, who have been the driving force 
behind the exploration of the system, ·hope to be 
able to determine different visitation "patterns by 
studying the data collected. Other highlights 
included a steam train ride on a narrow gauge 
steam train through the Rockies, a visit to the 
Grand Canyon in the snow and two days spent in 
an elementary school in Stuart Virginia. 

Highlights in Europe included several rides in the 
world's fastest train, a trip to Matterhorn and a visit 
to Euro Disney. The closest I came to caving in 
Europe was a visit to the Bertchesgarten 
Salzwerke in southern Germany. These are 
operational salt mines where the highlight of the 
visit is sliding down a 100ft wooden slide on your 
backside. A leather patch protects you from 
splinters!!! Another feature is a ride on an 
underground saH lake. The scenery was 
spectacular and the temperature rarely made it to 
odegrees Celsius. That's my sort of weather!!! 

I had only been back a week and was barely 
unpacked when it was time for the 1993 AGM. 
Sandra Heaney was re-elected President and I 
Secretary. A full list of the Committee has been 
published elsewhere in this newsletter. Derek 
Elmes, who had been threatening not to stand as 
editor was true to his word. It didn't stop the 
meeting electing him Assistant Newsletter Editor. 
Try and get out of this one Derek!!! 
Congratulations to all successful membe·rs. 

Due to a "Comedy of Errors" , the Notice of 
Motions published in the last newsletter were .not 
the final copy. Those that are printed in this 
newsletter are the final proposed notices of 
motion. Please read them and be prepared to 

Clean Up AustraJia Day, held on Sunday March 
7th. was a success and thanks must be extended 
to David Rotherham for organising the day and to 
those members who turned up to help. The 
impromptu BBQ was most enjoyable. Let's make 
it an annual tradition. 

See you all at the meeting on Saturday 1st May 
1993 at 8:3.00pm. For those people on the 
committee, a committee meeting will be held at 
3.00pm (most probably in tropical heights). In 
addition, there will be a Book Launch on Sunday 
2nd May to officially launch Greg Middleton's 
"Qliver Trickett" book and Trevor Saw's "The 
History of Cave Science" book. It is at 2.00pm in 
the Ballroom of Caves House. 

Scott Melton 
Secretary JCHAPS 

All members are 

invited to attend a 

Book Launch to be 


•held In 


conjllnction with 

the Sydney 


Speleological 

Society, on Sunday 

2nd May 1993 at 


•2pm In the 
Ballroom of Caves 

House. 

RSVP to Ben Nurse ph. 02 660 8975 
or fax 02 6601217 by 24th April 1 993. 
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Report to AGM of JCHAPS 13/2/93 
The display area is, as we all know, very small and 
therefore limits what can be done to reorganise the 
exhibition. As a result the display area remains 
virtually unchanged but still seems to hold interest for 
visitors. of much greater concern is the inability to 
store the Society's posessions safely and in a well 
organised manner. 

There is no short term Solution to the problem, nor a 
definate long term solution. Clearly many artefacts 
donated to the Society have been damaged, lost, borrowed 
and not returned or whatever as we come across references 
to items which are no longer to be found. The Society 
must seek a solution to this problem . Unless this is 
done very soon far too much will be lost forever. 

We have applied for, and received approval for a grant of 
$500 from the Royal Australian Historical Society for 
organising and cataloguing our photographic collection. 
The work is progressing very slowly, as with many 
volunteers, income producing chores must take precedence 
over voluntary work. In addition it took some time to 
devise a suitaqle method of organising the material. To 
benefit from the grant many more hours of sorting & 
mounting will need to be done, then a detailed catalogue 
prepared on a database. 

We will need help at the time of the May meeting to 
finalise this project. 

Joan Edwards & Susan Hardy. 

New Members ... 

A big welcome goes out to the new members of the Society 

John, Phyllis and Michelle Asplin of Riverstone. They have been 

regular visitors to the caves for some time and have been active 

_~~ since joining. Phyllis is now on the committee and both 

Phyllishnd Michelle participated on behalf of the Society in the 

Clean Up Australia Day at Jenolan on Sunday 7th March. 

Well done folks!! 



A salute to our 
pioneers 

This unique photograph of the 
late Tom Dodwell. popular 
resident 01 Hampton. features 
Tom driving a horse drawn 
grader on the Jenolan Caves 
Ad in the 1930' s. 
Tom's beautifully groomed 
horses were named Nelson and 
Gyp. 
Nelson was a distinctive grey· 
wh~e work horse bred at 
Palmers Oakey, Tom buying 
him from All Boyd and 
keeping him for many 
years until Nelson died at 
Hampton. 
Many local residents 
worked in the road 
maintenance gang which 
covered the area from 
Rover Lett bridge at 
Hartley to Jenolan Caves 
via Good Forest, Lowther, 
Hampton and through to 
Five Mile Hill and Jenolan 
Caves and then up the 
Two Mile Hill on the 
Oberon Rd - much 
steeper and more winding 
than the "Five Mile". 
In the early 1900's and 
during World War 1,Mick 
Luchetti patrolled the road 
with Dan Kelly in charge 
of the southern section. 
When Mick Luchetti died. 
Dan Ryan was aSSigned 
Mick's portion ( Dan Ryan 
is the maternal 
grandfather of Lithgow's 
Mayor, Gerard Martin). 
During these years Tom 
Dowdell worked the horse 
drawn grader, travelling 
the full length of the road. 
Following Dan Ryan. Pat 
Cullen took charge of the 

road gang • the road 
then being maintained by 
one body of workers 
covering the entire length. 
Pat remained in charge 
until he resigned to 
returned to work on the 
family farm. 
Harry Ryan held the job of 
ganger until his death 
when Pat Cullen's brother 
Bill took charge. 
Bill had worked at a 
construction gang at 
Hartley for two years. 
starting there in 1949. 
He was then transferred 
to the Caves Road 
maintenance crew while 
his brother Pat was the 
ganger. 
The Caves Road. at that 
time. had a gravel surface 
from Glenroy Bridge to 
Jenolan Caves. 
During Bill Cullen's time 
as ganger the deCision 
was made to seal the 
road through to the 
Caves. 
The maintenance gang 
had to do all the 
preparation and aligning 
of the road and then 
assist With the sealing. 
After this mammoth task. 
the road to Oberon was 
reconstructed and sealed. 
The same gang of men 
toiled to prepare and seal 
the steep and dangerous 
section of road known as 
the "Two Mile". 
In 1968. the Great 
Western Highway from Mt. 
Lambie to Mt. Victoria 
Pass badly needed 
attention so Bill Cullen 
was given another gang 

and new equipment and 
transferred to the 
Bowenfells depot. 
Included in the area 
covered by Bill and his 
gang was the section of 
road from the town 
boundary at the top of 
Scenic Hill to Bell. 
Bill Cullen retired in 1971 
and now lives in Hassans 
Walls Road. 
He will be 87 this year 
and is one of Lithgow's 
most respected citizens. 
(Thank you Bill for this 
information. ) 
Other old timers to work 
on the Caves Road were 
Johnny England. Phil 
Stone, Wally Edwards. 
Tom Pate. Mick O'Neill 
and Harold Phillips Who 
also drove a horse drawn 
grader. 
Joe Dowdell worked short 
contracts on the road with 
the horse and dray. while 
Tom Curran was a 
familiar sight on the 
Caves Road driving his 
motor truck. 
This account of the road 
workers on the Caves 
Road is a salute to those 
hard working men of the 
pick and shovel days in 
the hard times. tOiling on 
the roads to feed their 
families and pay their 
way. 
Thank you to cousin Mary 
Dowdell for the gift of this 
photograph. 

Article supplied 

by Robert Lindsay 

from Lithgow Mercury. 
~,,,~..OjZ 
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Jellolan Caves H1stad.cal (, Preservation SocIety 
Constitution 

NOTICES OF MOTlON: 

•.----..__,...._ -- c: .  .-.....------ 

1. 	 Name 

The full and correct name of ~e Socletl' shall be "THE' JENOLAN CAVES 
HISTORICAL AND ?RSSERVATION SOC!E':'Y' here:m atter called 'The 
Soclety" . " 

'That section two De amended :0 read:

2. 	 Objec-..s 

The objects of the S=ety shall be:

To encourage the study of the tustorj of both ~e Jenolan Cavesa) 
Di.str.ic::t and Ausc:auan Cave Systems; 

To promote the compilat:l.on of authentic records relating to the 
Jenolan Caves Dist:..""lt::: and AUStralian Cave SYStems; 

To acqwre. ",the= by purchase. donation or otherwISe. and 

b) 

c) 
preserve for the use of the Soclety all such objects and materials 
conSldered by the committee to have a bear.ng on Australian 
and lor Cave History and to es-..ablish. form, furnish and ma:LntalIl 
libranes, museums and plct'.Jre galleoes; 

To promote incerc.nange of iniormaoon among memberS of the 
Society by lectures. readings. diSCUSSIOns and exhibinons of 
tustoncal artefaC-..s; 

d) 

To pnnt, publisn and =C'..llate such JOUrnals, penodlc:ais, oocks 
and other litera..-! publlcations and undertaKl.ngs as may seem 
condUCive to any of the objects of the SOClety; 

To co-operate ·",tt Slmilar Soceties throu<;hout Australia and 

e) 

f) 

LJ1ternationally; , 


To provide soc:al interacoon for memoers; ana 

To do all such other thtngs as are condUCive 0:: LJ1coemal to the 

g) 

hi 
attamment of any or all of the above objec"..s, " 

'That section three be amended to read:

), 	 Office Bearers 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Society a Commlttee comprising of 

the follOwing shall be elected:

a) President; 


b) Two Vice Presidents; 


c) Secretary; 


d1 Assistant Secretary; 


eJ Treasurer; 


f) Assistant Treasurer; 


9) Membership Secretary; 


h) Two Curators; 


I) Research Officer; 


j) Newsletter Editor; 


k) Six additional CommJttee Members; and 


I) One representative from the Jenolan Caves Reser':~ Trust and one 

representative from the lessee of Jenolan Caves House~ As ex
offldo CommJttee members, these positions hold no voting rights. 

At the Annual General Meeting a Patron will be elected •• 

"That section four be amended 'CD tead.: 

4. 	 Membershlp 

The followmg shall apply in respect to memberShip:

a) 	 MemberShip shall be open to all persons subSC!"1bing to the ob)ec-..s 
of the Society and payUlg the pre=J)ed fee. The Comrruttee shall 
have the right to refuse mem.bershlp to any person and cause tor 
such refusal shall not be gwen; 

b) 	 A reglSter of :nembers shall be kept showtIlg tIl respect of every 
member tus/her name, address. phone number and the data 
membership commenced, Further. that ~'1e ages of jUlllor members 
or student ident:1.fication nu.ml)e.rs be l?roVided on application for 
memberStup; and 

c) 	 Any member may be eligible for Honorary ute MemberShip of the 
Socety subject to oonunation by a flnancal member of the Soclety. 
Not1ce of this '!ommation IS reqwred in wnting to the pI'eSldent 
who will, at his or her diSC:I:'I!t1lm. consult ·..nth relevant persons 
and make this dacisiDn. This award Will be ad<nowledged by the 
inclusion of the member's name on a speC1al honour roll to hang in 
an appropriate location at Jenolan Caves.' 

The Annual General Meeting shall be held within two months of th d 
of the financ1aJ year of the Society ending 31st December At e'':'t 
twenty eight days notice of such meeting shall be given to ead, m~ber 
in the SOClety's newsletter, posted to hislher last known address 
~owever. acc::dental OllUSSlon to give not1ce to any member shall not 
1tlvalldate the meeting. 

Unless determined otherwise by the Comrruttee th!s meeting will ;,e held 
to coinClde with the February General Meeting. • • 

'That section slz be amended to read:

6. 	 General Meeting 

A General Meeting shall be held on the second Saturday of the months ot 
February, AUgust and November and on the flrsI: Saturday of the mont.': 
of May. unless deternuned 01:l1erNise by the Comnuttee. At leas1: twent'l 
e.tght days not1ce of suc.'1 meeting shall be given to eac.~ member in t.~e 
SOClety's newsletter, posted to his/her last known address however. 
aCCidental omission to give notice to any member shall not Invalidate the 
mee!1ng, 

Unless determined otherwise by the Comrruttee these meetings snaJ.! 
commence promptly at a.3Dpm." 

'That section seven be amended to read:

7. 	 Spec1al General Meetings 

Special General Meetings :nay be convened by the COmmlttee upon the 
wntten request, sta!1ng the reasons for the request, of any ::Wo 
memberS of t.'1e Society to the Committee. Suc:.'1 a meeti!!g shall ::'e hald 
Wlthin a period of one month. where possible, !rom the date of the 
rece.tpt of the requesc. Should the Committee deem the request not to ce 
of a senous nature, the Committee has the power to holdover disc'.lSSl0!! 

on tl'.e request to the next General Meeting. ' 

9. 	 Meeting Pra:ednres 

The following m""ting procedures shall apply:

a) 	 The President shall preside as chairman at every General and 
Annual Genera! Meeting of the Society, but If that person is not 
presp.nt within nfteen mJnutes af the time appointed for the 
holding of the meeting or is unwllling to act then the members 
present shall elect one person present at the meeting to be 
chairman of the meeting, a simple majority sufficing; 

b) 	 The chairman may, with the consent of any meeting at which d 

quorum is present "nd shall if SO directed oy the meeting. adjour:o 
the, meeting from time to time and fram place to place but nO 
bUO'lIness shall be transacted at any adjourned meeting other than 
the business left unfinished at the meeting from wtuch the 
adjournment took place. When a meeting is adjourned for ttutty 
days or more, notice of the adjourned meeting shall be given as ,n 
the case of an original meeting. Save as atoresaid it shall not be 
necessary to giv~ any notice af an adjournment of the business "0 
be transacted at an adjourned meeting; 

c) 	 At any General Meeting a resolution put to the vote of a meetinc 
shall be decided on a show of hands unless a ballot is (before or 
on the declaration of the result of the show of hands) demanded 
by the chairman or by at least three members present. Unless. 
ballot Is so demanded, a declaration by the chairman that , 
resol~t1on has on a shew of hands been carried or earned 
unanImously, or by .a partJcular majority, or lost, and an entry 'a 
that effAct In the mInutes of the proceedings of the Society shall 
be conclus,""! p.vidence or the fact 'Nithout proof of the number or 
proportion of votes recorded tn favour of or against the 
resolution. The demand for (\ ballot may be withdrawn; 

d) 	 If a ballot is dWy demandetl it shall b" t.,ken in sllch a manner and 
e.tther at once or after Jin interval or ildjournment ()r otherw!Se as 
the ch~rman directs and the result uf the ballot shall be the 
resolution of the meeting at ·"hich the ballot '''as demanded but 3 

ballot demanded on the election of a chairman or an a question of 
adjournment shall be taken forthwith; 

e) 	 In the case of an equality of ·,otes. whether on • show of hands or 
on a ballot, the chairman of the meeting at which the show oi 
hands takes place or at which a ballot is demanded shall be 
entitled to a second or casting vote: 

f) 	 Each financal member of )egal 'Io!1ng age present and voting at a 
General Meeting of the Society shall have one vote; and 

g) 	 Meetings shall be conducted in an orderly fashion and are not to 
exceed two hours In duration with a maximum extension of fifteen 
mtnutes to allow for the conclusion of urgent business." 
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onolan Caves H.t.atm:ica1 , ~tIon ~ 
COmm1ttee meeting full data1la of such~nstitution 

!'hat section nine be amended to read:

~bSCriptlOIl~,,,,:,______ 

--:- S':;-bseriPtio":'tothe SOctetY-Shan'b;H"S-[OIlOW~ ,--.-.- 

The subscription shall be determined by the Committee and be 
reviewed annually at the Annual General Meeting subject to the 
increasing costs of conducting SocIety business. Until determined 
otherwise. the current subscription rates shall be as per item bl; 

al 

bl 	 The annual subSCription to the SocIety wW be:· 

Single 	 SIO.OO 

Family 	 SIO.OO for the first adult and $3.00 for each 
add1t1onal member of the same immedlate family 
Uvlng at the same address. 

Student 	 $4.00 until the age of eighteen upon which 
evidence of full tUne study must be produced to 
remaln eligible for this rate. tJpon reaching the 
age of twenty flve full membership rates are 
payable. The date of birth of student members 
Is to be suppUed. 

Pensioner 	 S5.00 

ChUd 
under fl ve 	 Flee 

Five y""r membership of the Society will be offered to interested 
persons at four times the annual subscription rate. Persons 
availing of this option wW be advised ·,ia the Society Newsletter 
upon expiry of such membership. 

Life membership of the Society may be procured for a sum of 
S500.00, Recognition of this payment wW be made by the indusion 
of the members name on a honour roll to hang [n an 
appropriate location at Jenolan 

conceSSion Cave Inspectlon Tickets wW be forwarded annually to 
all members upon payment of annual subscriptions dues. Such 
tickets wW automatically be forwarded to Life and Honorary We 
Members. Those members accepting the five year option wW 
recelve his/her tickets upon payment/renewal of their 
membership. This concession Is not available on public holidays. 
public holiday weekends or during school hoUdays. They an! only 
available for those cave tours for which a child's concession is 
available; 

c) 	 Any new member who joins the within three months of the 
end of the financial year of the shall be deemed to be 
financial for the ensuing financial year: and 

d) 	 Any member who does not renew a subscription within six months 
of the expiration of same shall be deemed to be non-financial and 
shall automatically cease to be a member of the SocIety. Should a 
member wish to renew his/her membership within a period of two 
years of It lapsing he/she shall be lJable for all outstanding 
membership fees due to the Society. Notification of the expiration 
of membership shall be by way of a cross placed on the Society's 
newsletter posted to the members last known address. A lapsed 
member rejoining after two years wW be deemed to be a new 
member .. " 

'hat section ten be amended to read:

Society Funds and Accounts 

The followtng applies in respec::: of SocIecy :unc.s and ac==ms:· 

a) 	 All monies !'eC!!lved by the shall be depOSIted at the 
earliest i?OSSlble date ::0 the of ':he Soc:et:y'5 aCCtlunts. 
Receipts for monies receJ.ved shall !:le issued ?romptly. :'!le 
Treasurer must be not!fied at the earliest converuence of all 
deposlts made =0 Sooecy accounts. 

The COmmIttee may author...se investment 0.1' a 
propor.:ion of :he Soc::.etyJg ac,eum1.l1al:ed ~unds in a :'E!Coarused 
finanoa! ,instltut:!on. '"here i?OSSlble. these uwest:ments Sl'loWd be 
Government guara.nteed; 

b) 	 All payments 5Z0.00 or greater made shall be ?iUd 
by c.:leque Slgned !:ly my t1wo of the ane 
Treasurer. 

Payments :ass ':han S20.00 may be p&d by cash !:lUt must be 
accounted :or in '",nting and forwarded to the ':'reasurer "y the 
25th day of the months ot Marc..'l, June, September and December; 

c) 	 ~JUl Sooet"1 members authorised to make payments must ;:>resetlt an 
lterrused c!aIm sneet to the COmmIttee for payment approval. ',o/here 
pOSSlble, receipts or other eVIdence ~f payment snouid ~e 
proVlded. 

Authoro.satlon ':0 make payments ::0 :nem.oers as 
deterrruned !Jy any rwo of the Sec::etar! and 
Treasurer. The followtng ComllUttee mem.oers shall 0 .. deemed ~o 
;"ave ~ am::honty upon his,her e.lec"::on =0 oUlce; ?=den<. 
Sec;'etar",!, Treasurer. Asmstant Treasurer. :-!am.oersmp 
Sec=etar! and ~ews.i.etter Editor; 

entered in tha minutes of the meeting; and 

e) 	 The Treasurer shall be required to subnut qua.r:erl:i' !inanc:.al 
statements for the preceding quaner pnor to eacn general 
meetlng. "-Iso, the Soc:!ety's financial records are to be dosed ~if 
as at 31st Cecem:I:Ier. ~, ~cran-'audited statement at 
rec!!lpts and upend1tuJ;e be prepared for presentaCOn at :'-'1e 
Annual General Meeting in February of the ensuing year. " 

F;[f 

'That section eleven be amended to read:

11. 	 Aud1t 

All financial realrds and transactions of the Society are subject to audit 
as foUows:

a) 	 The aud1tor or audltors shall be selected at the Annual General 
Meeting. He/she shall examine all accounts. vouchers, recrupts. 
books. etc., and furnish a report thereon to the members at the 
Annual General Meeting. Audits shall be conducted at regular 
intervals of not more than twelve months; 

bl 	 An Auditor shall not be d member or closely related to .. member at 
the Committee; 

c) SubJect to d) hereof notice of the mtenUon to nOmmare 
an auditor to the current auditor shall be gIven to the 

at twenty one ,da ys before the Annual General 
Meeting. Secretary shall send a t..'Opy of the nonunation to the 
current auditor at least seven days before the Annual General 
Meeting. The cunent auditor shall be entitled to attend the 
Annual General Meeting and Ii they so wish be heard at same; and 

d) 	 Where the current auditor subouts rus/her resignation, Or notif;.,,; 
tbe Secretary of his/her intention not to seek re-seiection as 
auditor. paragraph c) hereof shall not apply,' 

'That section C'Weive be illtlended to read:

12. 	 Minutes 

The Committee shall cause minutes to be made of:· 

aJ 	 All appomrments of office bearers and members of the C.:>mnutti;e; 

b) 	 The names of members of the C.::HnlTUttee present dt all meeangs ar 
the Society and meetings of the C0mllUttee:: and 

c) 	 All proceedings at all meetings I,)f the Suc.fety and meeunys or the 
Committee. 

Such minutes Shall be signed by the chalrman of the meeting at ,.. hleh 
the proceedings were held or by the chairman of the next succeeding 
meeting. rt 

•That section thirteen be amended to read:

13. 	 Expulsion of Members 

Any member may be expelled from memb'!tshiP of the Society by thl' 
COmmittee !.f [n the opinion of the Committee, after affording such 
member an opportunity of offer!nq the Committee an explanation of 
his/her conduct either verbally or In wtiting. that the conduct of tbe 
member is such as to be detrimental to the best interests of the SOCIety 
provided that:- ' 

a) 	 Such member shall receive not less than twenty eight days notice 
In writing of such intention by the Committee; 

b) 	 Such expulsion shall not be effective uniess it is confirmed by , 
maJority of members present at a special General Meeting of 
members convened to consider the expulsion; 

cl 	 Such General Meeting is held within " pedod of one month [rom 
the date of the decision of the Committee to expei the member; 

d) 	 At such SP<!acial General Meeting the member whose expulsion is 
under conSIderation shall be allowed ,to offer an explanation of 
his/her C,onduct verbally or in writing at the option of such 
member; 

e) 	 The voting of such General Meeting shall be by ballot if 
not less than five present shall so demand; and 

f) 	 It shall be in the power of the Committee to exdude such member 
from participation in the affairs of the Society until such spedal 
General Meeting shall be held. " 

'That section fourteen be amended to read:

14. 	 Trustees 

The poSItion of Trustee of the SocIety shall be as foUows:

a) 	 Three Trustees (who may be members of the SOCiety or Comrrutte-.l 
shall be elected at a properly constituted Annual General Heeting'
and 	 • 

b) 	 All property of whatever kind beicnging to the SocIety shall be 
vested in the Trustees and the Trustees shall have custody of all 
deeds and documents of title relating to the property of the 
SocIety and shall be responsible for the same and shall deal with 
and dlspose of an the property of the SocIety whether real or 
personal for the time being vested In them and the Income thereof 
In, ac:cordanCII with the vtolatlon of the trusts upon which the 
property III held.' 
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'ThaN;ection·f!fteen be~ded-toread:----
,--".,-~--.- .-~,--------.... 

15. Comt'llittee ResponsibtlltleS .~ 

The Committee is charged with the following responsibilities: 

To administer the Society in Une with the objects of same;a) 

To meet at least every three months unless more frequent 
meetings are reqUired as determined by busmess to hand. It will 
be preferable to hold such meetings coincident with the quarterly 
General Meetings of the Society; 

b) 

To be accountable to all members of the Society;c) 

To appoint sub-committees as the need may arise; 

e) To act in an appropriate manner at all times; and 

f) To ll1dl<e by-laws from time to time at It's discretion. 

In order to be elected to a Committee position. a member must be at legal 
voting age. It 

d) 

-That section sixteen be amended to read:

Election of Committee Members 

Elections shall be by secret ballot and any equality in voung shall be 
resolved by lot. Nominations are to be in wnting. SIgned by the 
nominee. proposer and seconder. Nominees should preferably be in 
attendance at the AnnUal General MeeOng however. his/her dbsence will 
be accepted if fourteen days wntten notification ot hIs/her absence is 
received" NOminations may also be received from the r100r of the 
meeting. 

The ballot papers shall show the candidates names m order deteLllUned 
by lot." 

16. 

"That section seventeen be amended to read:

17. 	 Quorum 

The quorum at a General Meeting or Annual General Meeting of the 
Society shall be ten financial members. 

The quorum at a Committee Meeting shall be five mentoers at the 
Committee... 

"That sect10n eighteen be amended to read:

16. 	 Resignations 

Any member may resign rus/her membersrup by sending rus/her 
resignation in writing to the committee and paying up any arrears of 
subscriptions due by rum/her tor the preceding twa years dnd upon 
such resignation being accepted by the Committee. he/she shoill cease to 
be a member." 

• That section nineteen be amended to mad:

19. 	 Vacation of Office 

The office of a member vi tile Comrruttee or of " Trustee shall become 
vacant: 

a) Upon rus/her dearh; 


If he/she are found guilty of a crirrunal offence; 


If he/she become bankrupt or ll1dl<e any arrangement or 


b) 

c) 
compOsition With his/her credJtors generall y; 

d) 	 If he/she become mentally ill or a person whose person or estate is 
lJable to be dealt with. in any way under the law relating to mental 
health; 

If he/she resign his/her office by nouce in ",nung to the 
Comrruttee. and subject to Its acceptance; 

e) 

If he/she are absent for more than SlX months without leave of the 
Comnuttee from meetings at the ComllUttee held during that 
penod; 

g) 	 If he/she cedse to b" d member ot th" SoCIety; 

h) 	 Upon a resolution be1llg passed by " two th1rds m"Jorlty or 
members present at a properly constituted "Peclal General N""ting 
called for the purpose of removing him/her from oHice; 

iJ 	 If he/she hold any office of profit under the SoCIety; and 

j) 	 If he/She are directly or indirectly interested in any contract or 
proposed contract with the Society .• 

f) 

"That section twenty one be amended to:

21. 	 Dissolution 

The Society may be dJssolved as follows:

a) ~e ~ety shall be dissolved in the event of a memberShip of les5 
an our persons (but must not be less than three) or upon tho 

~ote ot a three quarter majority of members present at a speC!ai 
enera! Meeting convened to consider such a question; and ' 

b) Upon resolution being passed in accordance with paragraph a) of 
~ rule, all assets and funds of the Society on hand shall aiter 

e payment of all expenses and lJabWties. be handed over ~ suc"; 
registered or exempted charity Or charities as a Simple rna' rit ~i 
the members at the special General Meeting so convened ~r:t . 
subsequent sped.al General Meeting may decide. • • , 

'That section twenty two be amended to read:

22. 	 Winding Up 

"In the event of the winding up of the Socip.ty the assets at the SOC"f\,' 
shall be disposed of as follows:

a) Items of historical and scientific interest shall be offered first!v t 
;;: Library at New South Wales. secondly to the Royal Australia!~ 

tocteal Society, tl:Urdiy to the Australian Museum and fourthi; 
to The Powerhouse and Earth Exchange Museums; 

b) 	 All other assets eXcluding money shall be publJc!y auctioned; and 

c) :'~nies realised and all other monies less the expenses ~f 
Soci t gf up shall be given to the Royal Australlan Histonc,"li 

e y or the furtherance of Its aims.' " 

I plead with readers to excuse 

the quality of the reproduction 

of this important document. 

I'm afraid that my son has not 

yet passed kindergarten cut and 

pasting! 

He 	has been of great help anyway_ 

•.• Ed. 
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NEXT JCHAPS GENERAL MEETING 

SATURDAY 14TH AUGUST 1993 

8.30prn 

Venue T.B.A. 

The committee meeting will be at 3pm 
in the guides office 
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Jubilee Cave Centenary Celebrations 

It is now-IOQ years since the discovery of the Jubilee 
Cave by J~remiahWilson. To celebrate, the Jenolan 
Caves Re~ervE;Trust in conjunction with JCHAPS willoe 

, 1- ".•, .(. {",,- ,

holdingconuneqlorative celebrations during the period 
beginning" ~i th t.he JCHAPS meeting 13th November 19<)3 
culminatotngiwith,the SBS Youth Orchestra Concert 27th 
& 28th Novernber 1993. 

.:~ " w 

, ..~ 

Amongst otiler 'activities there will be special 
Historical i~s~ections of the Jubilee Cave including 
The Lilly Qf The Valley by torchlight and Alladin Cave 
tours. JCHl\PS members are invited to appear, in period 
costume and ,to assist with some of the Historical 
Inspectioni ~ndsuriace walks. To help, get people 
involved Kar~f Resdurces Manager Ernst Holland has 
approved two"' caving trips to Red Cave for JCHAPS 
members assisting with the three weekends. ( Red Cave 
is a high.J.Y decorated gem situated above; the entrallce 
to the Jubtlee.) 

The major activity for members to become involved w.iL:,h 
initially: is to restore the Post Office Museum. ThiB 
is hoped to~~ achieved during a working bee weekend 
19th and~Qth June. 

A good start has already been made on the restoraLion 
at a working bee on 5th and 6th June. During this 
weekend it was realised the size of the task. The aim 
is to paint ,ithe building inside and out, fix up the 
garden an4 ere~t displays highlighting the J~bilee 
Cave. Wit.1i 'a good roll-up on the 19th & 20th we should 
be able '£,q 6'o~plete the painting and the garden. 'rhe 
displayswe'can hopefully put in posltion at the tine 
of the August General Meeting. 

I " :-. " 

Any furth!,:!r s'ugge~tions you way have regarding 
activities.that would complement this celebration are 
invited along with any historical information that may 
be useful. ~l~ase send any ideas or information c/o 
Susan Hardi: 'Gciides Office Jenolan caves, 2790. 
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WeRKING BEE WEEKEND 

19'1'H - 20TH JUNE 

For the purpose of 

RESTORATION OF THE POST OFFICE MUSEUM 


Ir is hoped to paint the building inside and out, 
V/f~ather permitting, and make a start to erecting 

displays emphasising the Jubilee Cave. 

A fur~ler week-end may be necessary in July so that 
tIle building can be opened to the public for the 

Jubilee Centenary Celebrations in November. 

All JCHAPS members are asked to make an effort to 
en. tend one or both days so that the job can be done 

properly. 

Final aisplays will 	be put in place at the time of the 
August meeting 

16/2/1888 
The Visit Of The Primate To Jenolan Caves 

by telegraph 
(from our own correspondent) 

Oberon, Wednesday 
f,ishop BCirry, accompanied by the Hon. G. H. Cox, left 
flere today for Sydney, having spent one day and a-half 
in the caves. The Primate expressed himself delighted 
with the caves, which far exceeded his expectations in 
br::auty and ey.tent. He also expressed himself pleased 
wjth3cconmlodation provided by the keeper, Mr. vJilson, 
1{.10 5_s just completing a very comfortable two-storied 
rouse, with sitting rooms, bed aud bath rooms, etc. 

Ar1_icle supplied by 	R. Lindsay from S.l-l.H. 16/2/1888. 
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JENOLAN CAVES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MEMBERS- DISCOUNTS 

AT CAVES HOUSE 

Schoo+: and Public Holidays: 

10% Off All Room Types 

Weekends: 

10% Off Facilitated Rooms 

15% Off Non-Facilitated'Rooms 

Mid-Week: (Sunday to Thursday)
.! :.* '{ :;,. 	 ~ ., 'r 

i.';.'! • 15% Off Facilitated Rooms\ . . . 

25.%' Off Non-Facilitated Rooms 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON NORMAL TARIFFS ONLY 

I 

'-, 	 The Society would like to extend its sincere 
condolances to the family of Society member Barry 
Sullivan who passed on 1/6/93. Barry was Husband, 
Father and1Grandfather to Society members. 
Incidentally, Barry was involved in the painting Qf 
the post office last time JCHAPS were doing it. 

--~------.------
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In this issue •... 

- Jubilee Cave Centenary Celebrations 

Curators Report 


- Rowdyism at Jenolan Caves 1888 


NEXT JCHAPS MEETING 


COMBINED COMMITTEE / GENERAL MEETING 


SATURDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 1993 


11.00am 


Venue T.B.A. 


JCHAPS would like to extend a warm welcome to 
Mr~ Ted Reedy, new General Manager of the 
J~nolan Caves Reserve Trust. All the best with 
settling in. 



Jubilee Cave Centenary .< 

____----1893-1993-------

First entered on the 20th ofFebruary 1893, by Jeremiah Wilson, the far reaches ofthe 
Imperial Cave were to become known as the Jubilee Cave. Jeremiah and his brother, 
Fred, were to spend many months pushing the exploration ofthe cave, and themselves 
to the limit. It was in exploring o(le ofthe Jubilee's many side passages that Jeremiah 
lost the light ofhis candle. plunging him into darkness. After he did not return, Fred 
began to search jor his brocher. eventually finding him in the passage now known as 

Wi/son ~<; Despair. 

1'1 thought I would never see the light of day again" (J. Wi/son) 

Wilson continued his exploration of the cave that was to gain the reputation ofbeing 
the most beautiful and finely decorated ofthe caves at .fenolan. 

"To name one formation in the Jubilee would be like naming olle sra,. 
in the ,"Ii Iky Way." (A non.) 

The narrow and winding passages, combined with the distance into the mountazn from 
the Grand Arch. have led to the chequered history of the .fubilee Cave. Developmem 
of the cave, for visitors. was stalled as earzvas 1893 due to retrenchmems of cave 
staff. The official opening ofthe cave was in 1897 but did not include all the seCllons 
[hat today's visitor enjo.vs. The most notable of these were the passagewa:v known ..JS 

The Gem ofJenolan and Victoria Bower. iltlany years later the cost of renewing [he 
fencing and installing new electrical cables was too great so the cave was closed. 
Reopened in 1971, with new electrical wires and old fences replaced. the cavels 

intricate decorations could again be seen by the visitor to .fenolan. 

"The visitor will leave the Bower with a feeling that nothing in .Yafure 
can exceed it in beauty. " (Trickett) 

The mystery of e.;r:ploration is as strong now as 100 years ago. Cave Divers and 
members of the Sydney University Speleological SOCiety, swam the Underground 
River and crawled through squee=es in search of their goal offinding the unknown 
connection between the Jubilee Cave and the Spider Cave. In 1988, after two years of 
pushing themselves, as the Wilson brothers did, the cave divers found a waY between 
the two caves. Above them, the guides and electricians were once again replacing the 
old wires with new, whilst visitors marvelled at the intricate hand ofnature in the 

most beautifUl ofthe caves at Jenalan. 

'.' 



Jubilee Cave Centenary 

1893-1993 

110110 JCmB 

l!i!&%H 1993 

"Nilson's 
Dispm-

Sidney Smith Cave 
/" 

Saturday 13th November to Sunday 28th November 

To celebrate 100 years since the discovery of the Jubilee cave, the 
Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust, in conjunction with Caves House and 
the Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Society have organised 
two weeks of celebrations. The activities include: 

+ Historical Displays 
+ Historical Cave Inspections 
+ Surface walks emphasising the local history 
+ Formal Dinner and Official Opening 
• Live MUsic and Bushdance in the Grand Arch 
+ SBS Youth Orchestra 
• Artists For Life Concert 

Full details can be obtained from the Guides 
(063) 593311 ph. or (063) 593307 fa-x. 



Post Office Restoration 

The restoration of the Old Post Office Museum is progressing very well. 

It is hoped to be completed by 16th October, so that the displays can 

be erected prior to the Jubilee celebrations. 

The only jobs left to be done are sanding & oiling the floor and 

fixing up the garden & general area. This is hoped to be achieved at a 

working bee on 9th & 10th October. The floor is being done professionall 

so over the weekend most of the work will be outside. Remember to bring 

your gloves, hat and sunscreen. 

So far, the building has been stripped of paint inside and out and 

repainted which was a Mammoth job. It is looking fantastic and should 

be excellent on completion. It is a real credit to those involved in 

the restoration thus far. 

Jubilee Celebration Timetable 

November 

Saturday 13th 1yOO JCHAPS Meeting 

230 George Souris Minister for CALM 

to re-open Restored Post Office 

300 Official Party to inspect Jubilee 

?30 Black Tie Dinner 

JCHAPS members are invited to 

attend. Bookings are essential 

$46 per he including drinks. 

Sunday 14th ~30 	 Riley Lee Concert Cathedral Lucas Cave 

Japanese Bamboo Flute. $50 per head 

Saturday 20th Evening Bush Dance Grand Arch. All Welcome. 

No Charge. Food & drinks available 

Provided by Jenolan Caves Fire Brigade. 

Saturday 27th 1100 SBS Youth Orchestra Concerts 

& & 


Devils CoachhouseSunday 28th ~O 
$10 Adults $5 Children $20 Family 

December 
Saturday 4th 1230 Roger Woodward Concert Devils Coachhouse 

& 
$25 per head. $20 concession

4~4 5 



CURATORS REPORT 


Work on the photographic collection is progressing well. Photos 
have been catalogued, filed and a database compiled. 

In addition we have:

* Purchased copies of 8 photog+"aphs (mainly by 

Charles Bayliss 1880 - 1900) from the National 

Library ~n ·Canberra. 


* Ordered copies of photos held by the Blue Hountains 
Historical Society. These include some taken by Carey 
in 1880 - 1882, and of the 1919 flood debr . Some of 
the people have been ioentified .... What a bonus! 

* Sue H~rdy has copied over 50 photos in a 1904 album 
given to Caves House. Some are particularly 
significant additions to our collection. 

* The Jubilee Cave has been photographed by Peter 
Culley, Sue Hardy and myself in preparation for the 
November celebrations. 

BUT There are still many more items, including photos and ever. 
albums missing. Please hunt around, clean out your cupboards anc 
garages & locate those items you borrowed long ago. jCF~S needs 
everything back as ASAP No questions asked ! 

___ frccA Coal 

nfII Sleeve 

. 
,r 

'\\"'-__ 

~~~ 



Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday April 3rd 1888 

ROWDYIStvl AT THE CAVES OF JENOLAN 

Under this head "A Visitor from England" writes as follows:

"At the beginning of the present week, my w e, I and two 
gentlemen paid a visit to the far-famed Caves of Jenolan, being 
strongly urged to do so by friends in Sydney. Of the drive from 
Mount Victoria, and of the Caves themselves, I should find it 
di icult to sufficiently express my admiration. My object, 
however, in writing to you is to express my deep regret that so 
wonderful a place should be allowed, even occasionally, to become 
a gathering-place for noisy rowdies, and that no order whatever 
should be preserved either in the Inn or the Caves. 

During our two day" s stay, a large party of i Il-behavea people 
from Bathurst were present, whose conauct went far to destroy any 
enjoyment derivea from the visit. One man of the party seemed to 
act as ringleaaer in rough horseplay, and aistinguished h f 
as we were going through the Imperial Cave by bawling blasphemous 
p as of Sankey and Moody"s hymns. During the evening the same 
person, with the hangers-on of the Inn, under-guides, and others, 
k up such a shouting and noise till after midnight as to 
render any rest to travellers thoroughly tired utterly 
impossible. 

But this was Just the beginning of annoyance. When the other 
inhabitants of the I nn were in their bedrooms, these persons 
began violently to ring a large bell outside the Inn door, used 

summoning guests to meals, and this went on at intervals, 
without let or hindrance, for more than an hour. When this was 
over, the bell was taken down and tied around the neck of a cow, 
which was driven behind the Inn, close under the main line of 
bedrooms, and sC fer the remainder of the night a loud jangling 
was up, and sleep effectually banished." 

Sydney Morning Herald - Weanesday April 4th 1888 

The Minister for mines is much surprised at the alleged rowdyism 
to have occurred at the Jenolan Caves, & has called upon 

the caretaker Mr. Wilson, who is in charge of the caves, for a 
report upon the matter. 

Mr. Abigail seems inclined to think that the affair has been 
exagerateo, but if the allegations are substantiated, we 
understand that the Minister will take steps to render a 
recurrence of such conduct quite impossible. 

Mr. Abigail declares that the arrangements in connection with the 
comfort of tourists at the caves appeared to be in excellent 
order during his recent visit, and furthermore, that Mr. Wilson 
appeared to be very vigilant in the performance of his duties. 

The Minister, however, feels that the comfort of tourists is, of 
course, a matter of great importance at the caves, & expresses 
himself anxious to have all causes for dissatisfaction at once 
reported to the department, to be invest~gated & dealt with. 

In connection with the caves, it may be interesting to many to 
learn that the Inspector of Forests has left Sydney for the Fish 
River district for the purpose of designing a plantation between 
the caves ~ the house. 

Courtesy R.Lindsay. 



JUBILEE CENTENARY 

JCHAPS members are needed to help out during the 
centenary celebrations in November. To h~lp things run as 
smoothly as possible we would like to know who will be 
available over the two weeks. 

All JCHAPS members are asked to wear period costume over 
this time. Men wore three piece suits, if it is too hot 
for a coat, then a waistcoat should be worn. Women of the 
day wore long straight skirts with high necked blouses.' 
Children, girls were in skirts/dresses to below the 
knees, boys wore long pants. 

'T~e acti ":.l'i tes 1"ling membe=s are: 

* Mannihg the Museum 

.. !lanning the Displays 1:1 the Rescurce Ce~tre 


* Conducting Historical Surface Walks 
* General Pft"and promoting of JCHAPS 
* Tours of Cave (3 tours,6 per group) 

Nk"!E: 

Displays 
~-jalks 

JCF.APS meet:'r:g 
Black Tie Di:1ne= 

Displays 

tvalks 


Mcn-F:::i Disp lays/~valks 

Sat20 Displays 
Walks 
Bush Dance 

Sun21 Displays 
~valks 

Mon-Fri Displays/Walks 

Sat27 Displq.ys/Walks 
SBS Concert 

Sun28 Displays/Walks 
SBS Concert 

I am interested in doing a Red Cave Inspection. YES/NO 

Please return to the Guides Office. 
R.S.V.P 31st October 1993. Ph. 063 593311 



JEN~£AN CAlJE$ 

HI$[~RICA£ ana PRE$ERlJA[I~N $~CIE[Y 

memhership Farm 

* Single Membership $10.00 per year 

* Family Membership $10.00 per year for I member of the 

family PLUS $3.00 per year for each 

additional members of the same immediate 

family seeking membership. 


* Student Membership $4.00 per year (Full Time Students please 
includ6 JQtc c~ Bi~lh) 


'" 5 year membership is avai lable at FOUR times_ the Annual Rate. 


Please make remittance payable to Jenolan Caves Historical and 
Preservation Society and forward together with the for.m below. 
~.................. . 


Surname: 

Firs t Names: 

2 

Address: 

Postcode: ........... . 


Telephone ; .......................... .. 	 Date: 


Names of children included in membership: also Date of Birth: 

Please enrol me as a member for the year:· ....................... . 


J enclose cheque/money order for the sum of $ ............ .. 


Please forward to: 	 The Membership Secretary 
Jenolan Caves Historical & Preservation Society 
5 Grey Street 
Keiraville, N S W 2500 

(042-296754 Maureen Sui! ivan) 

Would all members please note that a RED g~ appearing on your 

envelope label or in the square in the Newsletter means that your 

subscription to J.C.H.A.P.S. is due for r~ne~al on .~~1.:-_~an~arY394 

After that date you will be unfinancial until subscription has been 

t?aid. 
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In this issue ..•• 

- Message From The Secretary 
Clean-Up Australia Day 

- Larrikanism At Health Resorts 
- Fire At caves House 
- Second Australian Seminar on Spelean History 

NEXT JCHAPS MEETING 

GENERAL MEETING 

FOLLOWED BY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SATURDAY 12TH JAL'roARY 1994 

,. 
8.30pm 

OLD SCHOOL HOUSE 

Committee Meeting 3pm Tropical Heights 

* Leffel Wheel preservation sub-committee to meet with 
representatives from the Trust etc on Saturday 12th January 1994 
at lO.30arn in Caves House. On site inspection to be conducted 
followed by Proposals for Restoration? Preservation? etc. 

Meeting Dates For 1994 •... 

FEBRUARY 12TH, MAY 14TH, AUGUST 13TH, NOVEMBER 12TH. 



A Message From The secretary 

Just a quick note to let you know that the next meeting of the 
Society will be held on Saturday 12th February 1994 at 8:30pm in 
the Old School House. This meeting will be followed by the 1994 
Annual General Meeting of the Society. The committee meeting will 
be held at 3:00pm on the same day, most probably in 
"Tropical Heights". 

If you have anything that you would like included on the agenda 
for discussion at the meetings, please ring me at horne on 
(02) 622-0920 or work on (02) 227-1621. 

If you would like to stand for a Committee position, please 
forward a written and signed nomination form to re~ch me at horne 
no later than the week pefore the meeting. Please note that all 
nominations must be signed by a seconder. My address is: 

107 Killarney Avenue 

Blacktown. 2148. 


I look forward to seeing you at Jenolan in February. 

Scott Melton 
Secretary. 

CLEAN-UP AUSTRALIA DAY 

Sunday March 6th, 1994. 

Well, that time is fast approaching when we don our overalls and 
rubber gloves to set about picking up after the filthies of our 
world. Yes, Clean-Up Australia Day. 

JCHAPS members have participated well in the Clean-Up Aust~alia 
programme at Jenolan since it began in 1990. Many tonnes of 
Rubbish have been dragged out of both the caves and the bush on 
the reserve as well as by the roadsides withtn the reserve. 

So much refuse has been removed from the actual caves that there 
is very little left to be attacked. The Reserve still harbours a 
few sites that require attention and I suppose the roadsides will 
always need to be looked at although it is quite heartening to 
see that each year there is less to be found. 

This year anyone keen to participate on the day can register at 
the Guides Office from 9am onwards with a lunchtime BBQ provided. 
If you have any questions regarding Clean-Up Jenolan 1994 donOt 
hesitate to call me on (063) 593311. 

David Rotherham 

Co-ordinator Jenolan Clean-Up Committee 



Friday 6-4-1888 Sydney Morning Herald 

Larrika.nism at Health Resorts 

. h . 1 f "J. I • H" , writes: A correspond ent wh 0 slgns lmse 

"I noticed in your issue of today a letter and leader on same, 
regarding the conduct of certain individuals at the Jenolan 
Caves. I am sorry to say such conduct is not confined to that 
locality, as I have experienced. II 

Our correspondent says that in the mountains, whilst sojourning 
at an Hotel during the Easter recess, "We were favoured with a 
visit from a number of Sydney larrikans, calling themselves 
gentlemen, whom I understand belong to a government department." 
The conduct of these gentlemen (sic.) writes our correspondent, 
until the period when they were ejected bodily from the hotel, 
consisted of the following acts; 

Trying to open the doors of bedrooms where 

ladies were sleeping, using blasphemous and 

disgusting language when they failed, 

throwing water through windows at occupants 

of bedrooms, coming to the public table in a 

semi-drunken state, using obscene expressions 

there, and consuming their food with the aid 

of their fingers in preference to knives and 

forks, and generally creating as much noise 

as possible, one night unt~l 4 oOc~ock am, 

when the solitary constable was called in to 

quell the disturbance. 


The next day they were ejected, and when they learned that a 
police magistrate was stopping at the hotel, sent the Mayor of 
an up-country town to the landlord to hush the matter up. People 
usually go to such places up the mountains, for healthOs sake 
and quiet; and if such conduct is tolerated, they will not on 
future occasions go where they have experienced such conduct. 

Friday 15-3-1895 sydney Morning Herald 

FIRE AT THE JENOLAN CAVES. 

BLOCK OF BUILDINGS DESTROYED 

NARROW ESCAPE OF THE INMATES 


(By Telegraph) 

(From our special correspodent) 


JENOLAN CAVES, Thursday. A fire broke out here th,is morning. It 
was discovered about 12:40am. All the buildings were destroyed 
excepting the new house, which was saved af~er great exertion. 
The fire ran through the building so quickly that little was 
rescued, several visitors losing all. Keeper Wilson and several 
of his family escaped in their night-dresses. 

After two hours hard work the fire was got under control. None of 
the household effects were saved. The building and effects were 
partly insured. The visitors and residents are safe. 

The flames lit up the mountains all round. Only for the good 
water supply all the buildings would 'have been destroyed. The 
neighbouring families gave valuable assistance in checking the 
flames. 

. . ..••Articles supplied Robert Lindsay. 



Second Australian Seminar on 

Spelean History 

Sydney, Sunday 10th. July 1994. 

First circular 

The 19th. International Symposium on History of the 
Geological Sciences will be held at Sydney University 
from the 4th. to 8th. July 1994. ]n association with this 
event, a small group of people interested in aspects of cave 
and karst history in Australia are convening a special 
seminar on Sunday 10th July at the University of Sydney. 
Members of the International Symposium will be welcome, 
as will cave historians from throughout Australia. 

At this stage, the. program is completely open, although 
interest in presenting a paper has already been shown by a 
number of people. The organising 'non-committee' . 
consists of Keir Vaughan-Taylor, Ross Ellis and Elery 
Hamilton-Smith. There will be a minimum .of formality; 
costs will be kept to a minimum: At this stage. we want. 
offers of papers (title and abstract) by 31st. May. Papers 

. will be offered to Helictite for publication~ so if you want 
your paper published (and we hope everybody does) 
PLEASE bring a final manuscript and diskette to the' " 
symposium. . 

Bookings for the seminar are !llso weJcome ; at this stage •. 
send $20.00 (payable to R. Ellis, for registration, morning 
& afternoon teas and lunch. If it costs more, we'll let you 
know in the next circular. 

If you also wish to enrol in the INHIGEO Symposiurn on 
History of the Geological Sciences in the Pacific Region, 
write to 19th. 'INHIGEO Symposium, C/- Earth Sciences 
Foundation, Dept. of Geology & Geophysics, University of 
Sydney, N .S. W. 2006, and ask for a registration form. 

Would all members please note that a RED ~ROSS appearing on your 

envelope label or in the square in the Newsletter means that your 

subscription to J.C.H.·A.P.S. is due for r~net.:'al on .~2..,,=_~an1::lary 1994 

After that date you will be un financial until subscription has been 

~aid. 
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JEN~CAN CAJ.:lES 


HIS~~RICAC ana PRESERJ.:lA~I~N S~C!E~Y 


* Single Membership $10.00 per year 

* Family Membership $10.00 
family 

per year for I member of the 
PLUS $3.00 per year for each 

additional members of the same immediate 
family seeking membership. 

:': Student Membership $4.00 per year (Full Time Students please 
include J~tc ~7 Bi~Lh)

* 5 year membership is available at FOUR times the Annual Rate. 

Please make remittance payable to Jenolan Caves Historical and 

Preservation Society and forward together with the form below. 


Surname: 

Fi i:it Names: 

2 ................" ~••••+ .~ ... u ........................ u ....... H ... n ....* .. . 


Address: 

Postcode: _____ _ 

Telephone: - ____________ _ Date: 

Names of children included in membership: also Date of Birth: 

Please enrol me as a member for the year: -"--------- 

I enclose cheque/money oider for the sum of $ ~------

Please forward to: 	 The Membership Secretary 
Jenolan Caves Hlstorical & Preservation Society 
5 Grey Street 
Keiraville, N S W 2500 

(042-296754 Maureen Sullivan) 

Second Australian Seminar on Spelean History 

Please register my inlention to attend the Seminar. Fee 

$: .. ; ... ~. enclosed. 


Name & 

, Address ................................... "............................................................ 

.................... : ....................... Ph ..................... Fax ............... .. 

Mail to Ross Ellis, 11 Arkana St., TeJopea, N.S.W. 2117. 
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1994 MEETING DATES 

14 MAY 1994 
3.00pm - Committee Meeting 

"Tropical Heights" 
8.30pm - General Meeting 

Old School House 

13 AUGUST 1994 
12 NOVEMBER 1994 
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Extracts from 1993 President's report 
submitted to the 22nd Annual General 
Meeting, 12 February 1994 

... The past year has proved to be one of the 
busiest and most successful years in Jenolan 
Caves Historical and Preservation Society 
History. Marked by the greatly improved 
relations both within the Society and between 
the Society, the Trust, Peppers and other 
organisations. 

In May in association with Sydney 
Speleological Society members of JCH&PS 
were well represented at the launching of two 
significant caving publications. 

Early in December, yet another book launch 
took place with the republication of The 
Wizard of Jenolan by Nuri Mass. The 
publisher, Harry Hughes kindly donated 
several copies of the book, one of which has 
been placed in the Society's archives. 

The most significant event was the Centenary 
celebrations for the discovery of the Jubilee 
Cave held in November. 

A new project for the c~ming year the Leffel 
Wheel has been designated the most 
significant industrial archaeological site in 
Australia. As such the Society in conjunction 
with the Trust and other interested parties 
have commenced discussions regarding the 
preservation! restoration of this valuable site, 
and 1994 should see the Society active in this 
project. 

The Grand Arch precinct and transport 
access to Jenolan continues. Options were 
displayed on the weekend of January 22/23 
1994. 

The process of incorporation and redrafting 
the Constitution continue. These processes 
are long but no doubt will be finalised in the 
coming year. 

Sandra Heaney 



RESEARCH & CURATOR'S REPORT 
(Edited) from the Annual General 
Meeting held in February 1994 

1993 has been an interesting and 
rewarding year with an ever increasing 
workload as more and more people 
became active in providing materials and 
contacts. The catalyst was the Jubilee 
Centenary celebrations and the 
restoration and reopening of the Post 
Office to coincide with the November 
festivities 

...we have acquired materials such as the 
newspaper extracts of the 1962 Pioneer 
bus accident. In the National Library 
there is one copy of sheet music - The 
Jenolan Waltz - written about 1910. We 
have not been able to overcome the 
copyright restrictions so we are still 
seeking a copy. Do you have one? 
Know anyone who has? 

Artefacts 
The Society's collection... is growing 
albeit fairly slowly at present. Adequate, 
accessible, safe storage must be a priority 
for 1994. 

Static Displays 
(the Museum) .... provided the stimulus 
for us to find photos etc. which had not 
been seen before - Taylor's] 904 photos, 
the Pioneer bus crash, copies of Caney's 
1880 photos, Fred Wilson, Wilson's 
coach and the penny farthings to make an 
interesting and very different display. 

Oral Historv 
fn mid 1993 we discovered that the 

National Library had recorded an 
interview with Mrs Pearl Smith, the 
daughter' of Fred Wilson, and niece of 
Jeremiah. We obtained a copy for the 
Society. In late September we contacted 

the nursing home to try and make contact 
with Mrs Smith's son who was also on 
the National Library tape. The result was 
an invitation from Mrs Smith to visit her. 
Armed with flowers and a video camera 
we visited this amazing 105 year old lady 
and marvelled at the clarity of her 
memory and her keen interest in what 
Jenolan is like now. Mrs Smith said she 
was honoured that we came and that the 
people of Jenolan, guides and historical 
society members, were interested in her. 
Clearly the honour was ours and it 
remains the most outstanding event of 
1993. 

Projects for 1994 . 
The main tasks would appear to be: 
• 	 continue with photographic copying 

and cataloguing 
• 	 record far more oral history 
• 	 encourage, help and guide stich as the 

University ofNew South Wales 
Speleological S~ciety which is 
looking at recording historical 
signatures as their main project for 
1994 

• 	 tackle the storage problems 
• 	 continue to encourage new members, 

participation and links with similar 
organisations. 

Joan Edwards 
Susan Hardy 



DO YOU KNOW OF THE 
WHEREABOUTS OF ANY JENOLAN 
ARTEFACTS? 
There is an on-going appeal for any items of 
historical interest from Jenolan that may be 
hidden or forgotten. 

If you know of any items which could well 
be preserved by the Society you may safely 
return them to the Curator or any COlmnittee 
member and no questions will be asked. 
This Society relies on your honesty and 
generosity. 

JCH&PS collections are precious. Please 
note that articles being sold in the Jenolan 
Caves Kiosk have not been obtained from 
JCH&PS and have never had any connection 
with the Society. 

...Hom the [)#tor; 

f.'unin9 A ....Newsletter out foul' 

times A !leAl' .toes not just 'hAppen'! 

..Jf !Iou hAVe An!ltbin9 !IOU think 
someone elsemA!I be intereste.t in 

pleAse let me know, ..;t'm just A 

pbone CAll AWA!I Anll m!l work fAx 

number is Also on the Committee 

list in this issue. f.'leAse mAke use 

of it! 

..Jt is m!l intention to brin9 to the 

members AS much informAtion of 

wbAt tbe ..soclet!l is All About An.t 

WbAt it is .toin9' AS ..J CAn 9leAn • 

..:rm onl!l new to dCI5s.rf.'..s so 
An!l historicAl informAtion !Iou hAve 

wlU be new to more people like me. 

HISTORICAL GRAffiTI 
Colleagues from UNSWSS have 
u.ndertaken the documentation of as 
much Historical Graffiti as can be found 
in the Caves. 

We may be able to imagine to some 
small degree the enormity of this task 
which is likely to take a long long time. 
Rob Whyte is heading up the team of 
researchers and has recently rejoined 
JCH&PS after an absence of 10 years. 
Welcome back, Rob. 

Whilst exploring Bushranger Cave 
recently Rob and associates from 
UNSWSS came across a bone china cup 
in a very rusty billy can. - Thanks guys! 

CONSTITUTION 
With this issue of "Binoomea" you will 
find a draft copy of the Society's 
Constitution. 

Members are asked to read this carefully 
and bring any discussion (preferably with 
written back-up) to the next Meeting 
which will be held on Saturday 14 May 
1994. 

Adoption of the new Constitution is 
imminent and your co-operation now is 
appreciated. 

http:dCI5s.rf


THEN , ...... 

1~94 
Visitors are conducted through the Caves by 
the Caretaker or a Guide, for which service 
no charge is made; but the admission or' a 
visitor to any Cave is by ticket only, which 
may be obtained at the Jenolan Post Office. 
Until further notice, charges for tickets will 
be:
• 	 For an ordinary week-day of Caves other 

than the Temple of Baal, River Cave and 
Jubilee Cave (and the Orient Cave when 
opened), 2s each person. 

• 	 For an ordinary week-day inspection of 
the Temple of Baal Cave, River Cave, 
Jubilee Cave (and Orient Cave when 
opened), 3s each person 

• 	 For each Sunday and week-night 
inspection, 3s each person 

These charges are for the use of artificial 
lights. No visitor is pennitted to inspect any 
Cave until the prescribed fonn of ticket has 
been collected. 

Third Edition 
Guide to The Jenolan Caves 

o Trickett 1915" 

"In 189-1 a IOtal of 1038 visitors signed the 
Visitors' Book at Caves House. 

By for the largest number came froll1 New 
South Wales (572) and other Australian 
States (215), while 50 arrived from New 
Zealand and 164 from Britain. Other 
countries represented included France, 
Germany, Africa, America, India, China, 
Samoa and Fiji. 

Among the comments recorded that year 
were the following: 
"Grand sights! Grand Guide! Grand 
Everything! " 
"Every cave is a palace or a gem; evel), 
stream is musical, and the scene,), is poetry 
materialised" 

Pictorial Memories Blue Mountains 
John Low 1991" 

A.ND NOW 
With the approaching anniversary of the 
discovery of Barralong Cave, I thought it 
would be pertinent to repeat some 
interesting facts found in early editions of 
the Society's Newsletters: 

"The prolific Ronald Newbould read a 
detailed account of the discovery of the, 
Officially named, Barellan Cave. He 
painted out that the discoverers of the 
cave called it Barralong. The meeting 
subsequently resolved to request that 
the official name should be changed to 
that given by the discoverers" 

July 1974 

"In the May general meeting Ron 
Newbould read his diaries describing the 
discovery of the cave which he and his 
co-discoverers named Barralong. The 
cave was later named Barellan by the 
Department of Tourism. This meeting 
was probably the fi~t time that many 
people had heard the use of two different 
names. The meeting decided to ask the 
department to restore the Original name 
and authorised our patron, Ald. H. G. 
Coates, M.L.A., to approach the Minister 
for Tourism. 

Negotiations took some time, but Mr 
Coates persisted and we are now happy 
to report that the Minister has approved 
that the cave be known, in future, as the 
Barralong Cave. 

The meaning of Barralong is the same 
as Barellan, namely "meeting of the 
waters". 

The annual general meeting of the 
society decided to publish Mr 
Newbould's Baffalong diaries. " 

September 1974 
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The Society welcomes a 
number of new (and re
financial) members: 

Kenneth & Diane Munro 
K Stewart 
D Mustafa 
Stephen Reily & Family 
Robert Whyte 
John Marsden Flint 
Ronald Bradley 
Anthony Bradley 

MEMBERSHIP 
We are currently 
endeavouring to ensure that 
all membership records are 
correct. If there are any 
discrepancies on your 
envelope please complete the 
Membership form enclosed 
and return it to the new 
Membership Secretary, 
Michelle Asplin, as soon as 
possible. 

Also, if your subscription is 
overdue you will find a red 
marker on the Membership 
form. 

If you do not bring your 
subscription up to date this 
will be your final issue of 
"BINOOMEA" - SORRY! 




